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SURREY. 

THIS  county  is  independent  of  abfolute 
controul;  and»  although  it  is  at  prelent 
reprcfcntcd  by  the  brothers  of  peers,  it  is  not 
under  the  immediate  influence  of  either.  In  the 
year  1775,  Sir  Jofeph  Mawbey,  bart.  upon  the 
death  of  Mr.  Scawen,  one  of  their  reprefentativcs, 
became  a  candidate,  in  the  intereft  of  the  yeomenry. 
He  was  oppofed  by  the  late  Sir  Francis  Vincent, 
who  had  the  fupport  of  the  ariftocracy,  and 
by  the  Hon.  William  Norton,  now  Lord  Grantley, 
who  had  the  countenance  of  the  adminiftration 
of  that  day ;  but,  notwithftanding  thefe  powerful 
Vol.  III.  B  exertions 
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2  SURREY^ 

^cxertiotts,  vhich  were  ufed  againft  faim»  he  was 
finally  vidorious.  The  next  inftance  that  the 
freeholders  gave  of  their  independence  was,  in 
the  conteft  between  Admiral  Keppel  and  the  Hon. 
Thomas  Onflow,  when  the  former  gentleman  was 
returned  by  a  majority  of  fix  hundred.  Upon 
the  admiral's  being  called  up  to  the  houfe  of 
lords.  Lord  Althorp,  now  Earl  Spenc^,  was  chofen 
in  his  ftead.  The  death  of  this  nobleman's 
father  occafioned  another  vacancy  for  this 
county,  when  Sir  Robert  Clayton  was  eleded. 
This  gentleman  however  gave  fo  much  umbrage 
to  the  people,  and  became  fo  unpopular,  from 
the  fupport  which  he  gave  the  Coalition^  that  in 
the  year  1734  the  Hon.  William  Norton  was  the 
objed:  of  their  choice,  ahd  Sir  Robert  was  thrown 
out.  At  the  laft  eledion  there  was  a  crofs  poll ; 
the  three  candidates  appoied  each  odier ;  when 
Lord  William  Ruffdl  and  Captain  Finch  were 
cleded  by  a  confiderable  majority. 

Ancient  State. 

The  county  of.  Surrey  was  thus  called  from 
its  Saxon  name  Suthrea  3  a  name  that  owed  its 
origin  to  the  Saxon  wopd  Sufi,  which  fignifit s 

ibuth. 
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fouch,  ftnd  Rea,znytT^  iAiidx  it  received  from  its 
beii^  iiciiated  on  r&e  fduth  fide  of  the  Thames. 
It  is  bounded  on  the  eail  by  KeAt ;  on  the  fouch» 
by  Suflex ;  on  the  weft,  by  Berkihire  and  Harnp- 
ihire;  aad  on  the  nordi^  by  Middldfex :  extend-- 
ing  chiriy-eight  niiles  in  length,  from  eaft  to  weft, 
twenly-threc  miles  from  north  to  fouth,  and  one 
htmdred  and  twenty  miles  in  circumference. 

This  county  is  part  of  the  territory  inhabited 
by  the  Regni,  in  the  time  of  the  Romans.  Many 
condderable  antiquities  have  been  found  here, 
particularly  the  famous  Military  Way,  called 
Stone-ftreet,  which  is  ftill  vifible  in  many  places. 
Here  have  alfo  been  found  Roman  tiles,  medals, 
coins,  and  ums,  and  the  remains  of  Roman  camps 
lind  towns* 

Under  the  Saxon  heptiarchy  this  coufnty  be- 
longed firft  to  the  kingdom  of  the  South  Saxons ; 
but  it  was  at  length  conquered,  and  became  united 
to  the  kingdom  of  the  Weft  Saxons. 

Surrey  is  divided  into  thirteen  hundreds.  It^ 
lies  in  the  province  of  Canterbury,  and  diocefc 
of  Wincheftcr,  arid  has  one  hundred  and  forty 

B  2  ^arilhes  ^ 


SURREY. 


pariflies,  in  which  arc  thirteen  market -towns  j 
viz.  Chertfey,  Croydon,  Dorking,  Epfom,  Ewel,' 
Famham,  Godalming,  Guildford,  Haflemcre^ 
Kingfton,  Ryegate,  Southwark,  and  Woking,  be- 
iides  two  ancient  boroughs,  which  have  no  markets, 
viz.  Bletchingly,  and  Gatton.  It  fends  fourteen 
members  to  parliament,  viz.  two  knights  of  the 
fhire  for  the  county,  and  two  members  for  each 
of  the  following  boroughs, — Southwark,  Guilford, 
Ryegate>  Haflemere,  Bletchingly,  and  Gatton, 


SOUTHWARK. 

PoLirrcAL  Character. 

THIS  borough  is  not  under  influence  in  any 
degree,  or  of  any  kind>  owing  to  its  great  popu- 
lation and  opulence^  and  the  right  of  eledion  be- 
ing vefted  in  (;he  inhabitants,  houfekeepers,  pay- 
ing fcot  and  lot  —  It  Gonfifts  of  five  parilhes, 
St.  John's,  St.OIave's,  St.  Thomas's,  St.  George's, 
and  St.  Saviour's.  Chrift-church  parifti  formed  a 
part  of  this  borough  by  the  charter  of  Edwaijd  VL 
but  owing  to  difufe  it  has  loft  the  privilege  of 
voting,  as  well  as  great  part  of  the  parifh  of  St. 

Saviour, 
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Saviour,  which  is  called  the  Clink  Liberty.  The 
parifli  of  Chrift-church  is  on  the  fouth  fide  of 
Blackfriars-bridge,  and  was  formerly  part  of  the 
parifli  of  St.  Saviour,  but  has  been  feparated  by 
aft  of  parliament.  This  parifli,  in  conjundlion 
with  the  Clink  Liberty,  has  undoubtedly  a  right  to 
fuffrages,  in  common  with  the  other  pariflies  of 
the  borough ;  and  it  is  in  agitation  to  petition 
parliament,  at  a  future  clcdion,  for  a  re-6fta- 
blifliment  of  thole  rights  which  have  been  loft 
for  w^nt  of  ufage.  Southwark  is  one  of  the 
twenty-fix  wards  of  the  city  of  London,  and  is 
called,  in  the  city  records,  the  ward  of  Bridge 
Without,  though  it  has  not,  in  common  with  the 
other  wards  of  the  city,  the  eledion  either  of  an 
alderman  or  common-council ;  the  former  being 
chofen  by  the  court  of  aldermen,  from  amongft 
fuch  of  that  body  as  have  ferved  the  office  of 
lord-mayor;  and  the  choice  ufually  falls  upon  the 
fenior. 

The  inhabitants  have  lately  petitioned  the  cor- 
poration  of  London,  for  the  fame  liberty  which 
is  exercifed  by  all  the  other  wards,  of  eleding 
their  own  aldermen  and  common-council ;  and  as 
the  city  of  London  have  lately  obuined  a  decifion, 
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in  the  court  of  Coinmon  Pleas,  which  confirms  ta 
them  the  privilege  of  an  exclufive  jurifdidion 
over  this  borough^  it  is  prefumed  that  thi^  ancient 
right  will  be  extended  to  them ;  a  right  which 
has  its  foundation  in  juftice,  and  which  ought  to 
be  a  leading  feature  in  every  conftitution  which 
has  for  its  objedl  the  liberty,  fecurity,  and  pro^ 
Iperity  of  the  community  at  large. 

Ancibnt  Statb, 

Southwark,  which,  though  generally  confidere^ 
as  a  part  of  London,  we  have  referved  for  this^ 
county,  is  fo.  extenfivc  and  populous,  that  few 
cities  or  market-towns  of  England  exceed  it 
cither  in  the  number  of  its  houfes  or  inhabitants ; 
iz  extending,  like  London,  along  the  banks  of 
the  Thames,  joining  feveral  villages  which  were 
formerly  at  a  cohfiderable  diftance,  particularly 
Horfleydown  and  Rotherhithe  on  the  caft,  ani 
Lambeth  on  the  weft.  From  north  to  fouth  it 
extends,  in  the  brpadeft  part,  from  London  bridge 
to  Ncwington  Butts ;  but  what  is  more  properly 
termed  ScSuthwark,  is  included  in  the  parifties 
of  St.  John,  St.  Olave,  St.  Saviour^  St.  Thomas, 
St.  George,  and  Chrift-church,  all  of  which  are 
ycry  extenfivc. 

St. 
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St.  davc's,  Southwark,  which*  is  of  co&fider* 
able  antiquity^  ia  mentioned  Co  early  as  the  year 
1281 ;  but  {)artof  the  old  church  falling  down  in 
173^1  the  parifhionors  appUed  to  parliament  for 
power  to  pdwil'd  it»  and  the  prefent  ftrudhire  was 
eredtod  in  1739U  It  is  a  redory  in  the  gift  of  the 
ciowii>  and  the  incumbent's  profits^  are  £iid  to 
amount  to  above  4C0I;  a  yeas*, 

St.  Saviour's,  alfo  called  St.  Mary  Overies,  is* 
a  very  ancient  church,  fcatbd  to  the  fouth-weft  of 
the  bridge  foot.  In  the  place  where  it  Hands  was 
a  priory  of  nuns,  founded  by  one  Mary,  a  virgin, 
the  owner  of  a  ferry  over  the  Thames,  before 
London4)ridge  was  built.  This  priory  was  fome 
time  after  ponv^rted  into  a  college  of  priefts ;  but 
in  the  yesu:  i  iq6  it  was  refounded  by  the  bifhop  of 
Winchefter  and  ti«o  Norman  knights,  for  canons 
iregulstr;  and  from  its  dedication  to  the  Virgiti 
Mary,  and  its  iituation,  was  called  St.  Mary 
Ovcrie,  that  is,  St.  Mary  over  the  river.  This 
edifice  being  deftroyed  by  fire,  about  the  year 
1 207,  was  foon  after  rebuilt ;  and  Peter  de  Ru- 
pibus,  bifhop  of  Winchefter^  added  to  it  a  fpacioua 
chapel,  which  he  dedicated  to  St.  Mary  Mag^ 
ijalent    The  monallery  and  conventual  church 

B  4  were 
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were  rebuilt  in  the  reigns  of  Richard  II.  and 
Henry  IV.  and,  at  the  general  fuppreflion^  were 
furrendered  to  Henry  VIII.  upon  which  the 
parifhes  of  St.  Mary  Magdalen  and  St.  Margaret 
purchafed  the  conventual  church  of  king  Henry, 
and  were  the  next  year  united  by  a<ft  of  parlia. 
ment ;  and  the  church  being  then  repaired,  was 
called  by  the  new  name  of  St.  Saviour.  This 
church  is  a  reftory  in  the  gift  of  the  parilh  ;  and 
the  profits  arifing  to  the  two  chaplains,  are  faid 
to  amount  to  upwards  of3ool.  per  annum. 

St.  Thomas's,  which  is  feated  on  the  north  fide 
of  St.  Thomas's  ftreet,  was  ereded  for  the  ufe  of 
the  hofpital  of  the  fame  name ;  but  the  number 
of  houfes  and  inhabitants  near  the  hofpital  greatly 
increafing,  this  church  was  rendered  parochial, 
and  a  chapel  tredied  in  the  hofpiul,  for  the  ufe 
of  the  patients.  This  church  is  neither  a  rec- 
tory nor  a  vicarage,  but  a  kind  of  impropriation, 
in  the  gift  of  the  hofpital, 

St,  George's  fiands  at  the  fouth-eaft  corner 
of  St.  Margaret's  hill.  There  was  a  church  in 
this  place  before  the  year  1122,  which  was  taken 

down 
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down  in   1734,  and  the  prefent  ftru<5hire  was 
finilhed  in  1 736.     This  church  is  a  reftory  in  the  •* 
gift  of  the  crown,  worth  to  the  incumbent  about 
aaol.ayear, 

X 

\ 

Chrift-church,  which  is  fituated  by  the  weft 
fide  of  the  road,  near  the  foot  of  Black-friars 
bridge,  is  a  regular  and  well  conftrudled  brick 
building,  erefted  with  little  cxpence,  fince  the 
year  1737,  when  the  foundation  of  the  old  church 
gave  way.  This  church  is  a  redtory,  the  patro. 
nagc  of  which  is  in  the  heirs  and  afligns  ,of  John 
Marfhal,  of  the  borough  of  Southwark,  gent. 
who  caufed  the  old  church  to  be  erected,  by 
leaving  in  the  year  1627  the  fum  of  700I.  for 
-that  purpofe,  with  an  cftate  of  60I.  a  year  towards 
the  fupport  of  the  minifter :  and  the  inhabitants 
applying  to  parliament  in  1706,  it  was  made 
a  diftind  parifti,  independent  of  that  of  St.  Sa- 
viour's. 

To  thefe  churches  we  fliall  add  thofe  of  St. 
Mary  Magdalen  Bermondfey,  and  St.  Mary 
Rotherhithe,  which  are  joined  to  the  eaft  end 
of  this  ext(*nftve  borough.  The  former  is  fitu- 
ated on  the  fouth-weft  comer  of  Bcrmondfey- 

llrect, 
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llreet,   vulgarly  called  Barnaby  -  ftrce^   and  is 
dedicated  to  St.  Mary  Magdalen^  the   lifter  of 
Lazarus.      It   appears^    from  the  Conqueror's 
furvey,  that  a  church  of  the  fame  name  was 
lituated^  on  the  fame  Ipot^  in  the  time  of  the 
SsKons;  but  the  prefent  flrudlure  was  erected  in 
.  1 6So«     The  advowibn  belongs  to  ky  patrons^ and 
the  profits  of  the  incumbent  are  faid  to  amount  to 
about  200I.  per  annum.     St.  Mary  Rotherhithe  is 
feated  near  the  bank  of  the  Thames.     The  old 
church  had  flood  about  two  hundred  years»  when 
being  in  a  ruinous  condition^  the  inhabitiants  ap* 
plied  to  parliament  in  1 736,  for  leave  to  pull  it 
down ;  and  the  prefent  ftrudure  was  finifhed  in 
1739.    This  church  is  a  redtory  in  the  gift  of  a 
lay  patron>  and  the  profits  arifing  to  the  incum* 
bent  are  faid  to  amount  to  above  1501.  a  year. 
Su  John  the  Evangelifl  is  one  of  the  fifty  new 
churches   ordered  to  be  built  by  acjl  of  par-i 
liament,  and  was  finifhed  in   1732;    when^  the 
diflrid  of  Horefleydown,  being  feparated  from 
Su  Olave'Sj  was^  by  adt  of  parliament,  conflituted 
its  parifh.     The  fum  of  3500I.  was  likewife 
granted  by  parliament,,  to  be  laid  out  in  land% 
tenements,  &c.   in  fee-fimple,  and  the  church- 
wardens to  pay  the  redor  the  additional  fiun  of 
60I.  to  be  raifed  by  fees  arifing  from  burials. 

Southwark 
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Southwark  is  mentioned  in  hiftory  in  the  year 
1 05  24  when  we  are  told  that  Earl  Godwin  arrived 
there  with  a  powerful  fleet,  and  having  caft  an- 
chor till  the  return  of  the  tide,  paifed  London-* 
bridge  without  oppofition,  in  order  to*  engagp  the 
royal  navy,  which  confifted  of  fifty  (hips  of  war» 
lying  oppofitc  to  Weftminfter.  However,  afiairs 
being  accommodated  between  the  king  and  the 
earl^  the  latter  returned  without  coming  to  an 
engagement. 

The  borough  of  Southwark  was  governed  by 
its  own  bailiff  till  the  year  1327,  when  the  city 
of  London,  finding  great  inconvenience  from  the 
efcape  of  the  maleftdors  thither,  out  of  the  reach 
and  cognizance  of  the  city  magiftrates,  obtained 
a  grant,  by  which  the  mayor  of  London  was 
confiituted  bailiff  of  Southwark,  and  impowered 
to  govern  it  by  his  deputy.  However,  the  inha- 
bitants, fome  time  after,  recovered  thoir  former 
privileges,  which  they  enjoyed  till  King  Edward 
VL  granted  Southwark  to  the  city  of  London,  for 
the  fum  of  6471.  2s.  id. ;  and  about  a  month  after 
the  paifing  of  this  patent,  Southwark  was:  made 
one  of  the  city  wards,  named  Bridge  Ward 
Without,   in  confideration  of  the  city's  paying  to 

the 
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the  crown  an  additional  fum  of  500  marks; 
upon  which,  the  number  of  aldermen  was  in- 
creafed  from  twenty-five  to  twenty-fix,  a  new 
one  being  chofen  to  govern  that  borough.  Hence 
Southwark  has  ever  fince  been  confidered  as  fub- 
je<3:  to  the  lord-mayor,  who  has  under  him  a 
fteward  and  bailiff,  the  former  of  whom  regu- 
larly holds  a  court  of  record,  in  the  hall  on 
St.  Margaret's  hill,  for  all  debts,  damages,  and 
trelpafles  within  his  limits  ;  and  the  lord  mayor 
proclaims  a  fair  held  at .  Southwark  on  the  i  ^th 
of  September, 

It  is  divided  into  two  parts  ;  the  Borough  Li- 
berty, in  which  the  lord  mayor's  fteward  or  bai- 
liff holds  the  above  courts ;  and  the  Clink,  or 
Manor  of  Southwark,  whjich  is  fubdividcd  into 
the  Great  Liberty,  the  Guildhall,  and  the  King's 
Manor ;  for  each  of  which  fubdivifions,  a  court- 
leet  is  held,  where  the  conftables,  ale-conners,  and 
flelh-t  ^  fters,  are  chofen,  and  other  bufinefs  tranf- 
afted.  The  Clink  Liberty  is  under  the  jurifdiftion 
of  the  bifhop  of  Winchefter,  who,  befides  a  court- 
leet,  keeps  a  court  of  record  here,  by  his  fteward 
and  bailiff,  for  pleas  of  debt,  damages,  and  tref^ 
.   -  paflcs. 
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I 

pafles.    Court-lccts  arc  aUb  kept  at  Bermondfey 
and  Rothcrhithe. 

The  militairy  government  of  Southwark  is 

« 

under  the  lord-lieutenant  of  the  county  of  Surrey, 
and  eleven  deputy-lieutenants. 

Opposite  the  weft  end  of  St.  George's 
church  was  anciently  a  magnificent  ftrudure, 
belonging  to  the  Duke  of  Suffolk,  which  coming 
to  Henry  VIII.  he  Grcfted  a  mint  in  it  for  the 
coining  of  money  ;  it  being  afterwards  pulled 
down  and  converted  into  ftreets,  they  ftill  re-, 
tained  the  name ;  and  it  being  a  privileged 
place,  it  became  a  harbour  for  bankrupts  and 
debtors,  to  which  th^y  fled,  in  order  to  defraud 
their  creditors. 

Though  the  privilege  of  this  place  was  taken 
away  in  the  reign  of  William  III.  they  ftill  kept 
their  ftation,  in  defiance  of  the  laws,  and  of  the 
civil  power,  till  an  adl  of  parliament  was  made  in 
the  latter  end  of  the  reign  of  king  George  L 
which  obliged  them  to  difperfe. 

In 
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In  rim  hcT&af^  were  ancienrif  a  aumber  of 
brothels^  called  the  ftews^  fituated  on  the  haniu 
fide^  Southivark^  and  licenfed  by  the  bifhop  of 
Winchefter.     At  firft  there  were  eighteen  of 
theie  houfesj   but  aftorwairds  twelve  w^ere  only 
allowed.    They  flood  in  a  row,  and  hsid  £gns'on 
their  fronts  facing  the  Thames,  which  were  not 
hung  out,  but  painted  on  the  walls ;  as  the  Car^ 
dinal's  Hat,  the  Crofa-keys,  the  Bell,  the  Caftle^ 
the  Swan,  the  Boar's  Head,  &c.     Thefc  houfes 
were  under  very  ftricl  r^ulations,  confirmed  .by 
aft  of  parliament  in  the  reign  of  Henry  IL 
which  were  to  be  obferved,  under  the  penalty 
of  fuffering  great  pains  and  puniihments.    No 
fingle  woman,  defirous  of  forfaking  her  fins, 
was  to  be  kept  againft  her  will  i  and  every  lewd 
woman  was  forbidden  the  rites  of  the  church, 
and  denied  Chriftian  burial,  if  (he  was  not  recon- 
ciled to  the  church  before  her  death.     Hence 
there  was  a  plot  of  ground,  termed  the  fingle 
woman'9  church-yard,  appointed  for  thefe  lewd 
women,  at  a  difiance  from  the  parifh-church. 
Thefe  lewd  houfes  were  put  down  by  order  of 
King  Henry  VlIL  in  the  year  1 546,  when  it  was 
proclaimed  by  found  of  trumpet,  that  the  fl:ews 

ihould 


ihould  be  no  longer  privileged  and  ufed  as  com« 
mon  brothels. 

Corporation* 

tc  is  under  the  jurifdidion  of  the  corporation 

of  London. 

« 

RiottT  OF  Elbctiojt* 

1702,  10  Nov.    Is  only  in  the  inhabitants 
thereof  paying  fcot  and  lot. 

1 7 14, 19  June.  "  That  the  perfona  iilhabitii^ 
in  the  Mint,  or  rules  of  the  Quecn's-Bench,  in 
the  borough  of  Southwark,  and  paying  a  rent  of 
ten  pounds  p^  annum,  or  upwards,  have  hot  a 
right  to  vote,  though  they  do  pay  fcot  and  lot 
within  the  faid  borough." 

It  pafled  in  the  negative. 

RSTVRNIMC  OpFICER. 

The  bailiff*. 

Number  op  Voters^ 
Nineteen  hundred. 

BLETCHINGLY. 
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BLETCHINGLY. 

THIS  borough^  ivhich  confifts  of  about  fixty 
fmall  houfesj  is  a  proper  companion  to  Gatton, 
from  which  it  is  not  more  than  three  miles^ 
diftant.  The  right  of  voting  is  burgage-tcnurc, 
and  the  lord  of  the  manor's  bailiff  was  the 
retoming-ofHcer ;  but  by  the  laft  refolution  of 
the  houfe  of  commons  in  1723,  he  was  de- 
prived of  that  office  5  and  the  borough  has  now 
the  fingularity  of  fending  two  members  to  par- 
liament, without  a  mayor,  conflable,  or  any 
other  legal  officer,  who  can  claim  the  cxclulive 
exercifc  of  that  authority.  We  have  fcveral 
inftances  of  boroughs  without  eledors,  but  this 
is  the  only  one  that  prefents  itfelf  without  a 
rctuming-officer. 

Sir  Robert  Clayton  is  fole  proprietor  of  the 
majority  of  burgage-tenures,  and  of  courie  has 
the  appointment  of  the  reprefenutives. 

Ancisnt  State. 

Bletchingly  is  a  borough-town,  which  has  no 
market,  though  it  fends  two  members  to  par- 
liament. 
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liament.  It  had  a  caftle,  which  was  long  fmce 
demolilhcd  by  the  forces  of  Henry  III.  at  which 
time  the  town  itfelf  was  laid  in  ruins.  The 
place  where  the  caftle  flood  is  now  a  coppice  j 
but  fome  remains  of  it  are  ftill  vifible,  parti- 
cularly a  piece  of  a  waU,  five  feet  thick,  from 
whence  there  is  a  profped  into  Suflex  and  • 
Hamplhire. 

This  place  fent  to  Parliament  23  Edward  I. 

Right  of  Election. 

Is  in  the  borough-holders  only,  without  the 

bailiff. 

« 

Returning  Officer. 
NONE. 

Number  of  Voters. 

The  number  of  burgage-holds  arc  90,  but  arc 
all  the  property  of  an  individual. 

Patron. 

Sir  Robert  Clayton, 

VoL.*ni.  C  RYEGATE. 
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RYEGATE. 

THE  right  of  vjoting  is  in  the  frcchoidera 
of  the  borough.     The  Earl  of  Hardwicke  and 
Lord  Somers  have  bought  up  all  the  freeholds  in 
.it,  each  of  whom  appoints  an  attorney  in  the 
town  as  their  agents^  as  well  in  elections  as  other  H 

bufinefs.      The  property  being   nearly   equally 
divided  between  thefc  two  noblemen,  each  pro- 
cures the  return  of  one  member  for  a  near  rela- 
tion or  a  particular  friend.     The  former  noble- 
man's brother,  the  Hon.  Jofeph  Sydney  Yorke, 
and   the  lattcr's  fon,    the   Hon.   John  Somers 
Cocks,  are  the  prefent  members.     This  circum- 
ftance  alone  is  fufRcient  to  prove  where,  and  in 
what  degree,  influence  and  authority  prevail  here, 
and  how  far  the  eIe(5lors  arc  fufFcrcd  to  exercife 
their  judgment  and  their  choice  in  the  elecflion  of 
their  reprefentjitives. 

Ancient  StAtE. 

Reygate,  or  Ryegate,  is  a  town  feated  in  a 
pleafant  valley  called  Holmfdalc,  from  the  holm- 
trees  that  abound  in  it.     The  name  of  this  town,         » 

which-  • 
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which  in  Saxon  fignifies  the  courfe  or  channel  of 
a  river,  was  giveh  to  it  from  its  being  feated  ort 
a  branch  of  the  river  Mole.  There  was  here  a 
very  ancient  caftle,  which,  in  the  time  of  the 
civil  wars,  was  in  the  pofleflion  of  Lord  Monfon, 
who  forfeited  it  to  the  crown  for  treafonable  prac- 
tices. Charles  IL  at  his  refloration,  granted  the 
manor  and  caftle  to  his  brother  the  Duke  of 
York;  and  at  the  Revolution,  King  William 
granted  them  to  Lord  Somers,  upon  whofc  death 
it  came  to  James  Cox,  efq.  who  was  then  one  of 
the  reprefentatives  of  this  town  in  parliament. 
The  ruins  of  this  caftle,  which,  was  built  in  the 
time  of  the  Saxons,  are  ftill  vifible,  particularly  a 
long  vault,  which  has  a  room  at  the  end  of  it, 
in  which,  we  are  told,  the  barons  who  took  arms 
againft  king  John  had  their  private  meeting?. 

This  town  gives  title  of  baron  to  the  Earl  of 
Peterborough. 

Under  the  hill,  adjoining  to  the  foHth  fide,  of 
the  town,  is  a  great  houfe,  which  was  formerly  a 
priory  of  Black  Canons,  founded  by  William 
Warren,  earl  of  Surrey,  about  the  year  1245. 
It  was  dedicated  to  the  Virgin  Mary  and  the 

C  2  Holy 
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Holy  Crofs ;  and  at  the  diflblution,  its  revenue 
was  valued  at  77I.  14s.  iid.  per  annum.     It  was 
given  to  the  Earl  of  Nottingham,  and  was  after- 
wards fold  to  Sir  John  Parfons,  lord-mayor  of 
London,    and    was   lately  in  the   pofleflion    of 
Mr.  Parfons,  Sir  John's  grandfon. 

This  borough  fent  23  Edw.  I. 

Right  of  Election. 
In  the  freeholders. 

Returning  Officer. 

The  bailiff. 

NifMBBR  OF  Voters. 

About  200  freeholds  ;  now  the  property  of  the 
Earl  of  Hardwicke  and  Ix>rd  Somers. 

Patrons. 
Earl  of  Hardwicke  and  Lord  Somers^ 


GUILDFORD- 
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GUILDFORD. 

THE  right  of  cledlion  in  this  borough  is  of  a 
very  peculiar  kind,  'and  differs  from  all  others 
in  the  kingdom,  being  in  the  freemen  and  free- 
holders paying  fcot  and  lot,  and  refident  in  the 
town. 

The  majority  of  the  freeholds  is  the  property  of 
liOrd  Onflow  and  Lord  Grantley,  and  the  num- 
ber of  voters  not  exceeding  one  hundred.  They 
have  been  confidered  for  fome  years  paft  to  have 
had  the  nomination  of  its  members,  until  the 
laft  general  eledlion,  when  Mr.  Sumner  oppofed 
the  brother  of  the  latter,  and  was  fuccefsfiil 
only  by  a  majority  of  three  votes  ;  but  it  is  fujp- 
pofed  that,  at  a  future  election,  Lord  Grantley 
will  regain  his  former  intereft.  The  corporation 
of  this  town,  which  confifts  of  a  mayor,  re- 
corder, -  feven  aldermen,  and  an  indefinite  num- 
ber of  bailiffs,  is  in  the  interefl  of  Lord  Onflow, 
who  has  very  liberally  provided  for  feveral  of 
them  in  different  departments  under  government. 
This  place,  like  Cirencefler,  Shrewfbury,  Lewes, 

C  3  &c. 
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&c.  &c.  is  not  more  than  half  of  it  within  the 
limits  of  the  borough. 

Ancient  State. 

Guilford,  or  Guildford,  which  is  feated  on 
the  rivfer  Wey,  thirty  miles  fouth-weft  of  Lon- 
don, was  in  the  Saxon  times  a  royal  villa,  given 
by  king  Alfred  to  his  nephew  Ethelwald,  The 
ruinous  walls  of  an  old  caftle,  which  are  of  a 
prodigious  thicknefs,  are  ftill  viiible.  This  town 
is  faid  to  have  been  the  rcfidencc  of  the  Souths- 
Saxon  kings.  In  1036,  prince  Alfred,  the  fon 
of  king  Etheldred,  coming  out  of  Normandy, 
with  fix  hundred  attendants,  to  claim  the 
crown  of  England,  is  faid  to  have  been  feized, 
and  very  ill  treated,  by  the  treachery  of  God- 
win, earl  of  Kent.  After  the  conqueft,  it  con- 
tinued a  confiderable  place ;  and  here  king 
^  John  kept  his  birth-day,  probably  in  the  caftle. 
In  the  year  12 16,  this  caftle,  with  many  others, 
was  taken  by  Lewis,  dauphin  of  France.  In 
1267,  the  cuftody  of  it  was  committed  to  Wil- 
liam Aquillon,  fheriff  of  Surrey  and  Suflex.  Since 
that  time  it  has  probably  been  negleded^  and 
gradually  funjc  into  ruins. 

This 
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This  town,  which  was  incorporated  by  King 
Henry  I.  gives  the  title  of  carl  to  the  noble 
family  of  North,  and  fends  two  members  to 
parliament. 

This  being  the  county-town,  the  aflizes  are 
frequently  held  here,  and  always  the  ele(5lion  for 
knights  of  the  (hire. 

This  borough  fent  members  to  parliament 
anno  23  Ed*  I. 

Corporation*. 

By  charter  of  Henry  VIII.  it  is  governed  by 
a  mayor,  feven  magiftrates,  and  lixtcen  bailiffs. 

Right  of  Election. 

1699,  24  April.  Is  only  in  the  freemen  and 
freeholders  paying  fcot  and  lot,  and  refident  in 
the  town. 

1 7 10,    3  Feb.     It  was  agreed  that  one  who 
had  ferved  feven  years  to  a  freeman,  was,  ip/o 
faffo,  a  freeman. 

C  4  Return- 
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Returning  Officer* 
The  mayor. 

Number  of  Voters. 
About  one  hundred  and  twenty. 

Patrons, 
Lord  Onflow  and  Lord  Grantlejr, 


GATTON. 


THIS  borough,  which  now  confifts  only  of 
two  houfes,  was  the  property  of  the 'unfortunate 
Sir  George  Colebrooke :  at  the  time  of  his  failure, 
it  was  fold  by  the  aflignces,  under  his  commiffion, 
to  Lord  Newhaven,  who  afterwards  diipofed  of 
it  to  Meffrs.  Percy  and  Grahaim.  Since  the 
year  1786,  it  has  been  purchafed  and  repurchafed 
by  three  or  four  different  perfons,  and  is  now  the 
property  of  William  Currie,  efq.  one  of  its 
prefent  members,  and  Robert  Ladbroke,  efq. 
The  returning  officer  is  the  conflable  appointed 
at  the  court^leet  of  the  two  proprietors.  In  this 
cafe,  the  conftituent  and  reprefentativc  body,  who 
arc  the  fame  in  number,  may  alfd  poffibly  be 
the  fame  perfons,  as  they  would  have  the  power 
to  elcft  each  other.     This,  among  many  others, 

is 
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H  a  ftriking  inftancc  of  the  prcfent  fallacious 
and  inadequate  (late  of  reprefentation,  and  fliews 
the  indifpenfable  neceflity  of  applying  fome  im- 
mediate remedy  to  an  evil  of  fuch  an  enor- 
mous magnitude. 

Ancient  State. 

This  place,  which  is  of  very  ancient  dat;e,  was 
formerly  a  confiderable  town,  though  now  re- 
duced to  a  fmall  village.  From  the  number  of 
coins  and  other  antiquities  found  here,  it  is  fup- 
pofed  to  have  been  a  Roman  ftation.  It  was 
once  deftroyed  by  the  Danes ;  and  old  authors 
tell  us  it  was  formerly  a  market-town ;  but  we 
have  not  been  abk  to  trace  tlie  day  on  which  the 
market  was  held. 

This  village  firft  began  to  fend  members 
;29  Hefl.  VI. 

Right  of  Ef-ection. 

1628,  26  March.  Is  in  the  inhabitants ;  and  the 
return  made  by  them  being  adjudged  good,  was 
(by  the  then  petitioner)  inlifted  to  be  in  the  inha- 
bitants not  receiving  alnjs,  and  in  the  freeholders 
having  fuch  freehold  in  their  own  occupation: 

15  Dec. 
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1696,  December  15.  Was  (by  the  then  fitting 
member}  infifted  to  be  in  the  freeholders  and  in- 
habitants paying  fcot  and  lot ;  J^nd  he  was  adjudged 
duly  eleded. 

Returning  Officer, 
The  lord's  conftable. 

Number  of  Voters, 
TWO. 

Patrons. 
Robert  Ladbroke,  efcj.  and  William  Currie, 
efq. 


HASLEMERE. 

THE  right  of  eledion  here  is  in  the  freeholders 
of  meffuagcs,  lands^  or  tenements,  lying  within 
the  borough  and  manor  of  Haflemere.  Thefe 
freeholds,  in  which  the  right  is  veiled,  were  for^ 
mcrly  the  property  of  the  families  of  Oglethorpe 
and  Molyneux;  of  whom  they  were  purchafed 
by  Mr.  Chandler,  an  attorney  of  Guildford,  who 
fold  them  to  the  Earl  of  Lonfdale,  the  prefent 
proprietor  of  the  borough. 

4  This 
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This  borough  has  been  formerly  the  caufe  of 
much  litigation  and  contcft.  A  petition  of  William 
Burke,  efq.  and  Henry  Kelly,  efq.  was  tried  by  a 
committee  of  the  houfe  of  commons,  in  1775. 
againft  the  return  of  Thomas  More  Molyneux, 
cfq.  and  Sir  Merrick  Burrcll,  the  fitting  members. 
The  complaint  was  againft  fplitting  and  dividing 
freeholds  ;  a  pradlice  very  common  in  all  freehold 
and  burgagehold  boroughs,  where  the  property  is 
not  poflefled  by  an  individual.  The  committee 
determined  in  'favour  of  the  fitting  members. 


Ancient  State. 

Haflemere,  which  Hands  on  the  borders  of 
Suflex,  forty-one  miles  fouth-weft  of  London,  is 
an  ancient  place,  and  had  formerly  feven  parifh- 
churches,  which  were  deftroyed  by  the  Danes, 
though  now  it  has  no  more  than  one,  which  \s 
only  a  chapel  of  eafe  to  Chiddingfold,  a  village 
about  two  miles  to  the  eaft  of  it.  It  is  an  ancient 
borough  by  prefcription. 

This  borough  firft  began  to  return  members 
anno  27  Eliz, 

Right 
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RiCht  of  Election. 

i66r,  May  20.  The  inhabitant  freeholders 
in  the  borough  have  only  votes  in  elcdtions. 

1698,  Feb,  9.  Was  agreed  to  be  in  the  free- 

« 

holders  rciident  within  the  borough. 

1755,  April  24.  In  the  determination  of  166 r, 
by  the  word  ^*  freeholders**  is  'meant  only  free- 
holders of  meffuages, '  lands,  or  tenements,  lying 
within  the  borough  and  manor  of  Haflemere, 
whether  the  fame  pay  to  the  lord  of  the  faid  bo- 
*  rough  and  manor  or  not, .  exclufi ve  of  any  lands 
or  tenements,  which  are,  or  have  been,  parcel  of 
the  wafte  ground  of  the  faid  borough  and  manor, 
or  many  meffuages  or  buildings,  which  are  or 
fhall  be  ftanding,  or  being  thereon. 

1713,  March  3  and  4.  Petition  of  Mr.  Ogle- 
thorpe rcjcded,  for  not  being  figned  by  himfelf. 
The  like  relating  to  Wigan. 

Returning  Officer. 

The  bailiff,  who  is  annually  chofen  at  the  lord's 

lect. 

Number 
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Number  or  Voters. 
About  fixty. 

Patron. 
Earl  of  Lonfdalc. 


SUSSEX. 

Political  Character 

THIS  county  was  cgnfidcrcd  Tormcrly  as 
entirely  under  the  influence  of  ariftocracy ; 
but  the  contrary  to  this  was  evinced  in  1774. 
The  independent  part  of  the  county,  being  at 
that  time  much  diflatisfied  with  the  conduA  of 
adminiftration,  in  attempting  to  procure  a  return 
for  a  candidate  of  their  own  nomination,  contrary 
to  the  wiihes  of  the  people,  exerted  themfclves 
in  fuch  a  manner  as  convinced  them  that  their 
unanimity  and  abilities,  when  called  forth  into 
adion,  would,  when  fimilar  encroachments  were 
made  upon  their  rights,  be  equally  ceruin»  as  v 
well  as  deferving,  of  fimilar  fuccefs. 

They 
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They  entered  into  voluntary  fubfcriptions,  for 
the  fupport  of  their  caufe,  and  propofed  Sir 
Thomas  Spencer  Wilfon,  bart.  in  oppofition 
to  Sir  James  Peachy,  the  court  candidate.  The 
conteft  was  carried  on  with  unabating  diligence 
and  vigour  on  both  fides,  for  a  continuation 
of  twenty-eight  days ;  when  a  great  majority  was 
declared  in  favour  of  Sir  Thomas  Spencer  Wilfon, 
in  whofe  perfon  the  honeft  and  independent  yeo- 
men of  the  county  obtained  an  entire  and  com- 
plete vidlory  over  the  mandates  ,of  minifterial 
defpotifm.  There  is,  however,  much  ariflo- 
cratical  influence  prevailing  here,  arifing  from 
the  refidencies  and  eftates  of  the  Duke  of  Rich- 
mond and  Duke  of  Dorfet,  the  Earl  of  Afli- 
burnham,  Earl  of  Abergavenny,  the  Earl  of 
Egremont,  and  Lord  Pelham.  There  has  been 
no  contefted  eledion  for  this  county  finci 
1774.  The  reprefentation  at  prefent  is  divided  ; 
the  Right  Hon.  Thomas  Pelham  voting  uniformly 
with  the  oppofition,  and  Charles  Lenox,  efq. 
with  adminifi:ration. 

Ancient  State. 

Suflcx,  which  is  a  corruption  of  the  ancient 
Saxon  name  Suthfcx,  fignifying  the  country  of 

the 
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the  South  Saxons,  formed,  at  the  arrival  of  the 
Romans,  a  part  of  the  territory  of  the  Regni. 
After  it  was  conquered  by  thofe  invaders,  they 
formed  the  Military  Way  called  Stone-ftreet,  which 
has  been  traced  out  of  Surrey,  through  this  county, 
.to  Arundel ;  and  at  Villinghurft,  fouth-weft  of 
Horfham,  there  are  ftill  noble  remains  of  it.  In 
this  county  they  had  feveral  ftations ;  Roman 
coins  and  pavements,  with  a  large  Roman 
camp,  and  other  antiquities,  have  been  found 
here.  In  the  time  of  the  Saxon  heptarchy 
it  conftituted  the  principal  part  of  the  king- 
dom of  the  South  Saxons  ;  and  upon  the  fall 
of  that  monarchy,  it  became  fubjed  to  the  king- 
dom of  Mercia.  About  the  year  800,  Egbert, 
king  of  the  Weft  Saxons,  having  reduced  the 
kingdoms  of  the  heptarchy  under  his  government, 
appointed  certain  earls  to  be  governors  of  the 
feveral  counties,  and  gave  them  a  palatine  jurif- 
didlion ;  yet  we  do  not  find  He  appointed  any 
here,  though  there  were  feveral  earls  who  had 
large  poffeflions  in  this  county.  In  Ihort,  the 
Norman  Conqueror,  here,  as  in  other  counties, 
difpofed  of  the  moft  valuable  eftates  of  the 
Saxons,  which  he  gave  to  his  own  kindred,  and 
the  great  commanders  of  his  army. 

Suflex 
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Suflex  is  divided  into  fix  rapes,  which  Ife  ge- 
neral divifions  peculiar  to  this  county  ;  and  each 
of  thefe  rapes  is  faid  to  have  anciently  had  its 
particular  river,  foreft,  and  caftle.  Thefe  rapes 
are  fubdivided  into  fixty-five  hundreds  ;  in  which 
are  contained  one  city,  fixtcen  market-towns,  and 
two  ancient  boroughs,  which  are  ancient  corpo- 
rations, but  have  no  market.  Thefe  are  the  city 
of  Chichefter,  with  the  juarket-towns  of  Arundel, 
Battel,  Brighthelmftone,  Cuckfield,  Eaft  Grinftead, 
Haftings,  Haylfham,  Horfliam,  Lewes,  Mid- 
hurft,  Petworth,  Rye,  New  Shoreham,  Steyning, 
Terring,  and  Winchelfea,  with  the  boroughs  of 
Bramber  and  Seaford,  that  have  no  markets.  It 
is  feated  in  the  province  of  Canterbury,  and  dio- 
cefe  of  Chichefter,  contains  three  hundred  and 
forty-two  pariflies,  and  fends  twenty-eight  mem- 
bers to  parliament ;  namely,  two  reprefentatives 
for  the  county,  two  citizens  for  the  city  of  Chi- 
chefter, two  burgelfes  for  each  of  the  following 
boroughs,  Lewes,  Horftiam,  New  Shoreham, 
Midhurft,  Arundel,  Eaft  Grinftead,  Steyning, 
Bramber,  and  two  barons  for  each  of  the  cinque- 
ports  of  Rye,  Haftings,  Winchelfea,  and  Sea- 
ford. 

CHICHESTER. 
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CHICHESTER, 

Political  Character. 

THIS  city  was  many  years  uiykr  the  didlation 
4t>f  the  Puke  of  Hichmonc)^  whofe  political  inter* 
fkrcncc  was  fubmitted  tp  with  much  reluctance 
Jt>y  the  eledtors.  Upon  the  death  of  General  Kep- 
pel,  in  1782^  an  attempt  was  made  to  oppofe  the 
X>uke'8  nomination  of  the  Hon.  Percy  Windham^ 
brother  to  the  Earl  of  Egremont,  but  without 
fuccefs.  Mr.  ^rian  Edwards,  whp  was  the  can- 
didate in  oppofition  to  Mr,  Windham,  however, 
loft  his  ele(3ion,  by  being  in  a  minority  of  only 
eight  votes.  At  the  enfuing  general  eledUon  of 
1784,  the  independent  eledors  triumphed  in  the 
chpice  of  George  White  Thomas,  efq.  one  pf  the 
prefcnt  reprefentatives ;  and,  at  the  laft  diflblution 
of  parliament  in  1790,  they  became  powerful 
enough  to  carry  both  the  members.  Mr.  Steele, 
the  reprefentative  of  the  Duke  of  Richmond's  in- 
tcreft,  attempted  to  divide  the  phalanx  of  uninflu- 
enced eledors^  by  canvafling  upon  bis  own  intereji^ 
/-without  the  appearance  of  ariftocratical  fupport ; 
but  this  was  found  to  be  too  infignificant,  even 
to  countenance  the  manoeuvre.     The  friends  of 
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Mr.  Thomas^  who  were  now  become  a  dccifive 
majority  of  the  inhabitants,  for  the  fake  of 
prcfcrving  the  peace  and  harmony  of  the  city, ' 
and  to  avoid  thofe  ruinous  expences  which 
generally  attend  a  conteft  with  influence  and 
jpowcr,  made  a  voluntary  offer  of  admitting 
the  Duke  of  Richmond  to  recommend  one  of 
the  members,  if  he  would  engage  to  leave  the 
other  to  their  own  choice.  This  offer  was 
Accepted  by' his  Grace:  and  Mr.  Steele  pub- 
lifhed  a  letter,  difclaiming  all  pretenfions  to 
the  honour  he  afpired  at,  upon  the  foundation 
of  his  own  merits,  and  modeftly  acknowledged 
his  gratitude  to  thofe  of  a  fuperior  fource. 

The  corporation  arc  all  in  the  intereft  of  the 
Duke  of  Richmond,  who  is  high  fteward ;  and 
his  brother.  Lord  George  Henry  Lenox,  is  one  of 
the  aldextnen. 

Ancient  State. 

« 

Chichefter  is  fituated  on  the  river  Lavant,  by 
which  is  furrounded  on  every  fide  but  the  north, 
at  the  diftance  of  fixty-tbree  miles  from  London; 
it  is  a  neat,  compa(fl  city,  of  great  antiquity ; 

feeming 
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fccming  to  have  been  of  fome  ftrength  in  the  time 
of  the  Britons^  when  it  was  called.  Caercei.  That 
it  was  aRoinan(ladon,theantiquities  ch^e  leave  no 
nxHn  to  doubt.  In  digging  a  cellar  under  the  cor-* 
ner  houfe  of  St.  Martin's  line,  in  the  year  1723^ 
arjtone-  was  dug  up»  with  an  infcription,  which, 
tjioug^  (bniewhat  defaced  by  the  pickaxes  of  the 
lai>ourers,  and  broke  into  four  pieces,  plainly  in- 
timated, that  it  was  part  of  the  foundation  of  a 
temple,  erefted  in  the  reign  of  the  emperor  Clau- 
dius, and  dedicated  to  Neptune  and  Minerva.  Clofe 
to  which  ftone  were  difcovered  two  ftone  walls  tjiree 
feet  thick,  one  running  north,  the  other  eaft,  and 
joining  in  an  angle,  which  in  all  probability  were 
part  of  the  foundations  of  the  above-mentioned 
temple.  A  great  nymber  of  Roman  coins  have 
been  found  here,  and  in  1727,  a  curious  piece  of 
Ronnon  pavement  was  difcovered  in  the  garden  of 
the  bi(hop's  palace:  thefe  circumllances,  with 
the  appearance  of  a  military  way  leading  towards 
^thampton,  induced  Mr.  Horfley  to  conclude 
that  this  city  was  the  Regnum  of  Antoninus.  It  was 
rebuilt  in  the  time  of  the  Saxons  by  Ciila,  the 
fecond  king  of  the  South  Saxons,  after  it  had  been 
deftroyed  by  fome  Saxon  and  Norwegian  pirates : 

P  3  the 
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the  fame  prmce  alfo  making  it  the  place  of  his 
refidence^  and  the  capital  of  his  kii^om^  it  otn 
tained  the  name  of  Cii&n  Ccafter,  which  lignified 
the  city  of  Cifla,  from  which  its  prefent  nakne  is 
derived.  When  the  kingdom  of  the  Soath^SaJeons 
Was  united  to  EfleXjthis  place  decayed  jand'about 
the  time  of  the  Norman  conqueft  it  contained 
only  a  hundred  houfes.  In  the  reign  of  William  t. 
it  w*as  made  a  bilhop's  fee,  and  the  fccotid  biftop 
creded  a  cathedral,  which  was  foon  after  con* 
fumed  by  fire ;  in  the  reign  of  Henry  I.  it  was 
rebuilt,  and  fuffered  again  by  fire,  in  the  reign 
of  Richard  I.  when,  not  only  the  cathedral,  but  the 
greateft  part  of  the  city,  the  bi(hop*s  palace,  and 
the  houfes  of  the  prebendaries,  were  confumed* 
Selfrid,  who  was  then  bilhop,  by  his  wealth  and 
intereft,  reflored  the  church  and  city  to  their 
former  fplendour,  in  which  ftate  it  ftill  remains, 
without  having  fuflered  any  other  difafters  of  the 
like  kind.  This  cathedral,  which  is  dedicated  to 
the  Virgin  Mary,  is  a  hafldfome,  though  fniaU 
ftrudure,  and  is  adorned  with  a  f^ire,  much  ad- 
mired for  its  flrehgth  and  curious?  workmanfhip. 
The  chapter  confifts  of  a  dean,  two  archdeacons, 
a  treafurer,  a  chancellor,  thirty-one  prebendaries^ 
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a  chanter,  twalve  vkars-choral,  with  othei:  of- 


The  city  is  encompaflcd  by  a  (lone  wall,  which 
has  four  gates,  anfwcring  to  the  four  cardinal 
pointfi.  From  each  of  thcfe  gates  is  a  ftreet,  that 
takes  its  name  from  the  gate,  and  terminates  ia 
the  markct-pUcp,  which  is  in  the  center  of  the 

.Cfaiqhcfter  had  an  ancient  monaftery  before  the 
xonqueft,  d^icated  to  St.  Peter ;  and  there  wa^ 
alfb  a  nunnery,  long  before  the  fee  of  Selfey  was 
traaflated  hither.  In  the  north  part  of  the  city 
was  an  iiofpital  for  a  mafier  a|id  feveral  poor 
brethren,  founded  in  the  reign  of  Henry  II.  by 
Wiiliam,  dean  of  the  catheclral.  It  was  dedicated 
to  the  Virgin  Mary,  and  its  revenue  was  valued, 
at  the  diSbkition,  at  35I.  6s.  3d.  a  year.  Near 
the  nordi  gate  of  th^  city,  was  a  monaftry  of 
Grey  friars,  founded  in  the  reign  of  Henry  III. 
.  Here  was  aUb  a  houfe  of  Black  friars,  dcdicate4 
to  Sl  Mary  and  St,  Vincent,  faid  to  have  been 
ibunded  bjr  qween  Eleanor,  the  wife  of  Edward  I. 
Jikewife  an  hofpital  for  leprous  pcrfons^  dedi- 

P  3.   ,  catcd 


3^  tHICHESTER. 

catcd  to  St.  James  and  St.  Mary  Magdalen, 
founded  in  the  reign  of  king  Richard  L  but  tit  the 
diflblution  its  revenue  was  valued  at  no  piore  than 
4I.  14s.  lod.  per  annuni^ 

William  Juxon,  a  pious  and  worthy  prelate  of 
the  feventeenth  century,  fuccefllvely  bifliop  of 
Hereford  and  London,  and  archbilhpp  of  Canter^ 
bury,  was  born  in  the  year  1582,  at  Chicheftcr 
in  Suflex,  He  received  his  education  at  Mer- 
chant-Taylors  fchool,  in  London,  and  at  St.  John's 
college,  in  Oxford.  For  fome  time  he  applied 
himfelf  to  the  civil  law,  and  tool?  the  degree  of 
bachelor  in  that  faculty ;  but  turning  his  thoughts 
aftewards  to  the  ftudy  of  divinity,  he  entered  into 
orders,  and  becan^e  reftor  of  Somerton,  in  the 
county  of  Oxford.  In  1621  he  was  cleded  prefi- 
dent  of  St.  John's  college ;  and  m  16^6  and  1637 
executed  the  office  of  vice-chancellor  of  the  uni- 
verlity.  About  the  fame  time  he  wa^  appointed 
one  of  the  chaplains  in  ordinary  to  king  Charles  I. 
who  promoted  him  to  the  deanery  of  Worcefter, 
and  made  him  clerk  of  his  clofeci,  In  1633  ^^ 
tras  nominated  to  the  bifhopric  of  Hereford ;  and 
before  the  expiration  of  the  y^r,  was  tranflated 
to  the  fee  of  Londpn,    So  far  his  preferment^ 
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^were  fuitable  to  his  charadter^  and  feem  not  to 
have  given  umbrage  to  any  perfon  whatever  j  but 
his  exaltation  to  the  office  of  lord  high  trekfurer^ 
to  which  he  was  raifed  in  1 63  5 j  and  which  he 
owed  chiefly  to  the  intereft  of  archbifhop  Laud, 
excited  the  indignation  of  all  the  nobility.  .It 
was  confefled,  however,  even  by  his  enemies,  that 
he  executed  that  important  poll  with  an  integrity 
and  ability,  which  h^4  hardly  ever  been  difplayed 
by  any  of  his  prcdeceflbrs  in  office.  Nor  was  he 
lefs  remarkable  for  the  mildnefs  of  his  temper 
than  for  his  other  good  qualities ;  and  it  was  pro- 
bably on  account  of  this  gentlencft  of  his  diC- 
pofition,  that  he  was  fuffered  to  continue  till  the 
year  1 649  in  the  pofleflion  his  bifliopric.  He  had 
always  enjoyed  the  favour  of  his  fovereign,  and 
retained  it  to  the  laft.  He  attended  his  majefty 
upon  the  fcafFold,  and  afterwards  accompanied 
his  body  to  Windfor.  Upon  the  reftoration  of 
Charles  II.  he  was  promoted  to  tlje  arbifhopric  of 
Canterbury,  which  he  held  about  three  years,  and 
dying  June  the  4th,  1 663,  was  interred  in  the 
chapel  of  St.  John's  college,  Oxford. 

■ 

This  city,  which  is  a  county  of  itfelfi  fent  to 
parliament  anno  23  Edward  I. 

P  4  Corporation^ 
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COHPORATIOK. 

By  charter  of  king  James  11.  it  is  governed  bjr 
a  mayor^  recorder,  and  3  8  common-councilmen. 

RtOKt  OF  Election 
In  the  inhabitants  paying  fcot  and  lot. 

I 

Returnino  Officer. 
The  mayor. 

Number  of  Voters* 
Six  hundred  and  twenty. 

Patron. 
Duke  of  Richmond  partially. 


^  HORSHAM. 

Political  Character. 

THIS  town  is  amo^g  the  firft  in  the  county  in 
trade  and  number  of  inhabitants ;  but  the  right 
of  eledion  hcxc^  as  in  many  other  towns  of  much 
larger  extent  in  this  country,  is  exduiively  in  the 

burgage- 


burgage-holdcrs.  The  rmiiAcr  of  th^fc  burgage- 
holds  is  twenty-five,  fourteen  of  which  are  die 
property  of  Lady  Irvine^  and  eleven  are  the 
puke  of  Norfolk's.  At  the  lad  general  eledion^ 
Timothy  Shelley,  efq.  and  Wiifon  Braddyll^ 
ciq.  were  candidates  in  the  Duke's  intereft,  and 
ILord  William  Gordon,  and  James  Baillie,  e{q. 
i¥ere  fupported  by  Lady  Irvine.  The  numbers 
fM  the  poll  were, 

a 

For  Timothy  Shelley,  efq.    —  25 

Wiifon  Braddyll,  efq.     —  24 

Lord  William  Gordon  —  20 

James  Baillie;,  efq.        —  9 

In  conlcquence  of  which  the  two  former  were 
returned. 

Lord  William  Gordon  and  Mr.  Baillie  pre- 
fented  a  petition  to  the  houfe  of  commons ;  the 
inerits  of  which  being  tried  the  prefent  feffiont 
before  a  committee  of  the  whole  houfe,  the 
petitioners  were  declaim  to  be  duly  eledcd^ 
>and  ought  to  have  been  returned ;  and  they  ac« 
cordingly  took  their  feats. 

The 
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The  votes  allowed  to  be  legal  bjr  the  com- 
mittee  were. 

For  Lord  William  Gordon    —  15 

James  Baillie,  efq.        — •  14 

Timothy  Shelley,  efq.      •—  10 

Wilfon  Braddyll,  efq.      —  9 

The  two  bailiffs,  who  are  the  returning- officers, 
are  annually  chofen  at  the  courtJcct  of  the  Duke 
of  Norfol|c,  who  is  ^ord  of  the  manor. 

Ancient  State. 

Horfham,  which  is  faid  to  derive  its  name 
from  Horfa,  the  brother  of  Hengift  the  Saxon, 
who  probably  redded  here,  is  one  of  the  largeil 
towns  in  the  county,  fituated  thirty-three  miles 
Ibuth  by  weft  of  lyondon,  and  has  a  very  fine 
church,  a  county-gaol,  and  a  well  ^n^pw^d  free, 
fchool.  It  is  a  borough  town,  governed  by  two 
bailiifs,  annually  chofen  at  the  court-leet  of  the 
Duke  of  Norfolk,  by  a  jury,  who  return  four 
to  the  fteward  of  the  court,  out  of  which  number 
he  nominj^tes  two.  The  aflizes  are  fometimes 
held  here^ 

This  borough  fent  to  parliainent  at  the  fame 
time  Chicheiler  did. 

Right 
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Right  of  Election. 

'7' 5*  ^6  June.    Is  in  all  fuch  perfons  as  have 
Itn  eftate  of  inheritance,  or  for  life,  in  burgage- 
houfes  or  burgageJands  lying  within  the  iai4 
'  borough. 

Returning  Ofjice&s. 
The  bailiffs. 

Number  of  Voters. 
Twcnt/.fivct 

Patrons. 
Pulge  of  Norfolk,  and  Lady  Vifcountefs  Irvine. 


MIDHURST.    ' 

Political  Character^ 

THIS  is  a  borough,  which  has  the  privilege 
of  fending  two  members  to  parliament,  although 
there  is  not  a  lingle  houfe  Handing  within  the 
)imit$  of  it.  The  right  of  eledion  is  in  one 
Iiundred  and  twenty  burgage-holds,  the  lituation 
pf  which  is  diftin&ly  marked  at  prefent  by  the 
polition  of  9,  large  Hone  upon  each  of  them. 

There 
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There  is  no  part  of  the  town  of  Midhurfl  built 
upoirthefe  tenures ;  they  wer£  the  pooperty  of  the 
late  Lord  Vifcount  Montagu,  who  made,  at  the 
time  of.  an  eledlion,  a  temporary  aflignment  of  a 
part  of  them,  either  to  fome  of  his  domeflics  or  ^ 
particular  friends,  for  the  purpofe  of  having 
thofe  members  returned  that  he  (hould  nominate. 
The  tniftees  of  the  eftates  of  the  profent  Lord 
Ibid  thefe  burgage-holds  to  the  Earl  of  Egre- 
mont  for  forty  ihoufand  guineas,  whofc  brothers 
were  returned  for  this  borough  at  the  laft  general 
cledion.  How  can  thefe  gentlemen  be  called 
repreientatives,  when  there  is  iK)t  fo  much  as 
one  folitary  individual  exifting  within  the  pre- 
cinds  of  the  place,  lo  make  a  conftituent  body  ? 
Jf  the  voice  of  the  nation  is  only  to  be  heard  in 
die  houfe  of  commons,  faow  can  that  poflibly 
happen,  unlefs  it  be  its  real  reprelentative  ?  And 
whether  we  are  governed  contrary  to  our  incli- 
nations, or  by  perfons  to  whom  we  have  given 
no  fuch  commiffion,  we  arc  equally  an  enflaved 
*  people.  The  above  inftance  is  a  fuSicient  con- 
vidion  of  the  mockery  of  t)«r  i^eprdentttion, 
and  of  the  want  of  fome  immediate  radical 
cure  for  fo  great  an  evil. 

Ancient 
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Ancient  State. 

Midhurflj  a  Saxon  name^  u^hich  fignines  Mid« 
die- wood,  is  a  pretty  large  town,  pleafantly  fituatcd 
on  a  hill,  furrounded  by  feveral  others.  It  is  a 
boroi^h  by  prefcription,  governed  by  a  bailiff^ 
annually  chofen  by  a  jury  at  the  court-leet,  and 
has  fent  members  to  parliament  ever  fince  the 
fourth  year  of  the  reign  of  king  Edward  IL  in 

Right  of  Electiok^ 
In  the  bui]gage-holden. 

Returning  Officers* 

The  fieward  and  bailiff. 

Number  op  Voters. 
ONE. 

Patron. 

The  Earl  of  Egremont. 


LEWES. 

PoLiTiAL  Character. 
THIS  town  was  never  incorporated ;  and  the 
right  of  voting  here  is  in  the  inhabitants  houfc- 

keepers 
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keepers  paying  fcot  and  lot.     This  borough  wa  s 
formerly  under  the  abfolute  controul  of  the  late 
Duke  of  Ncwcaftle.   This  influence  his  Grace  ac- 
quired  from  the  weight  of  property  which  he  pof- 
fefled  here,  and  from  the  diftribution  of  fomtf 
employments  under  government,   of  which  he 
was  at  that  time  fole  manager.    In  1768  the  late 
Colonel  Hay,  'of  Glynde  Bourne  near  this  town, 
was  recommended  by  the  Diike^  as  one  of  the 
candidates  for  its  reprefentation ;  in  confequende 
of  which  he  obtained  from  the  voters,  a  promife 
of  their  fuifrages.     Immediately  after  this  tranf- 
aclion,  the  Duke  thought  proper  to  countermand 
his  former    recommendation,    and   accordingly 
withdrew  his  fandidn  from  Colonel  Hay,  and  gave 
it  to  Sir  Thomas  Miller.     The  people  however 
thought  themfelves  bound  in  honour  to  abide  by 
their  promifes;  and  Colonel  Hay,  conceiving  him- 
felf  ill  treated  in  the  bufinefs,  refolved  to  ftand  the 
poll.     Upon  the  day  of  eledion,  he  was  firAily 
fupported  by  his  friends,  who  gave  him  fixty 
(ingle  votes,  and  obtained  for  him  fo  great  a  ma- 
jority over  his  opponent,  as  to  make  him  finally 
fuccefsful.    In  1780  there  was  a  crofs  poll,  when 
the  Hon.  Henry  Pelham,  Colonel  Hay,  and  Tho- 
mas Kemp,  efq.  of  this  borough,  were  candidates, 

each 
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^ch  of  wbofld  i^ood  upon  hi$  own  feparate  in^ 
tertfft.  in  this  conceit  Mr.  Hsly  wa3  unfuccefsful ; 
and 'Mr.,  Kemp  was  returned  by  the  intercft 
which  had  alwa>'s.  fiiewn  itfelf  hoftile  to.  that  of 
Lord  Pelham;  In.  1784  Sir  Henry  Blackman, 
knight,  was  put  in  nomination,  to  reprefent  this 
town,  by  the  famous  Mr.  Harben,  of  upftart  no- 
toriety, who,  not  withftanding  this  profeflion  of 
friendfliip,  on  the  day  of  elcdion  defertcd  and 
cruelly  betrayed  him :  upon  which  Sir  Henry 
reprefentcd  to  the  people  the  fituation  into  which 
he  had  been  led  by  the  artifices  of  this  man,  in  fo  pa- 
thetic and  convincing  a  manner,  that  Mr«  Harben 
was  obliged  inflantly  to  quit  the  hall,  amidft 
the  hiffes  and  murmurs  of.  his  fellow-townfmem 
At  the  laft  general  elecflion  there  was  an  union 
l?etween  the  leading  men  in  the  independent 
party,  and  thofe  in  the  intereft  of  Lord  Pelham, 
which  Mr.  Shelly,^  who  was  countenanced  by  ad- 
miniftration,  oppofed* 

At  the  clofe  of  the  poll  the  numbers  were. 

For  the  Hon.  Henry  Pelham  —  154 
Thomas  Kemp,  efq.  —  149 
Henry  Shelly,  jun.  efq.      *—       88 

.  Mr.  Kemp,  when  he  firft  offered  himfclf  a  can- 
didate, agreeable  to  the  principles  of  the  confti- 

tution. 


tution^  pledged  himfelf  tothe  c<mftituents/  m  th« 
late  Alderman  Bull  did  to  the  city  of  London^ 
diat  he  would  accept  of  neither  place,  penflcon, 
gratuity^  nor  reward  of  any  kind  from  any  admi*** 
niftrartioA,  while  he  fhauld  have  the  honour  of 
fcprefcnting  them  in  parliament. 

Ancient  State* 

Lewes,  which  is  feated  on  an  eminence  m  th# 
weft  fide  of  the  river  Oufe,  on  the  iedgc  of  tlje 
South  downs^  fifty-one  miles  fouth  of  ]Londofi«  i% 
a  pleafant  place,  and  one  of  the  lai^eft  and  molt 
populous  towns  in  the  county.  It  was  formerly 
fortified  .with  a  caftle  and  walls,  of  which  there 
are  ftill  fome  remains.  King  Athclftan  appointed 
two  mint-houfes  in  this  town ;  and  in  the  f^ign  of 
'  king  Edward  the  Confeflbr,  it  had  one  hundred 
«nd  twemy-Ieven  burgeflcs.  It  is  a  borough  by 
prefcription,  governed  by  two  conftables^  annu- 
ally chofen  at  the  court-leet.  Here,  William  de 
Warren,  carl  of  Surrey,  and  the  lady  Gundreda 
his  wife,  in  the  year  1078,  founded  a  priory  of 
Cluniac  monks,  which  was  the  firft  and  principal 
houfe  of  the  order  in  England  :  in  after-times  it 
had  many  noble  bencfaftors,  namely,  the  fiic- 
ceeding  earb  of  Surrey  and  others,  ieveral  of 

whom. 
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whont^  with  their  ladies,  were  interred  here.  It 
continued  a  cell  to  the  abbey  of  Cluny  in  Bur-* 
gundy,  till  king  Edward  III.  made  it  independent. 
Jit  the  general  diflblution  its  revenues  were  valued 
,by  Dugdale  at  920L  4s.  6d.  a  year,  and  at  1091L 
9s.  6d*  by  Speed.  It  was  granted,  with  all  its 
appendages,  to  Thomas  Lord  Cromwell;  fince 
which  time  it  has  been  in  the  poffeffion  of  the 
Dukes  of  Dorfet  and  Earls  of  Thanet,  and  lately 
belonged  to  Edward  Trayton,  efq.  It  had  alfo  a 
priory  of  Grey  Friars,  a  monaftry  dedicated  to 
St.  James,  for  thirteen  poor  brethren  and  lifters, 
and  an  hoipital  dedicated  to  St.  Nicholas,  which 
at  the  time  of  the  diflblution  had  thirteen  poor 
brothers  and  lifters.  This  town  is  alio  £unous 
in  hiftory  for  a  bloody  battle  fought  here  between 
Henry  III.  and  the  barons,  on  the  14th  of  May, 
1264.  The  royal  army  was  divided  into  three 
bodies ;  that  on  the  right  commanded  by  prince 
Edward,  the  King  of  the  Romans  on  the  left,  and 
Henry  himfelf  headed  the  mam  body.  The  ba- 
rons army  was  divided  into  four  bodies ;  the  firft 
was  led  by  Henry  de  Montford,  the  Earl  of  Lei- 
cefter's  fon ;  the  Earl  of  Gloucefter  commanded 
the  fecond  ;  the  Earl  of  Leicefter,  the  third  j  and 
Vol.  III.  E  the 
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the  fourth,  confifting  of  Londoners,  was  com- 
manded by  Nicolas  Seagrave.    Prince  Edwani 
began  the  fight  by  attacking  the  Londoners,  who, 
not  being  able  to  ftarid  fo  vigorous  a  charge,  im- 
mediately fled,  uhen  the  prince,   refolvmg  to . 
revenue  an  affront  offered  to  the  queen  his  mo-    \ 
ther.  by  the  Lonoa   mob.  purfued  them  about 
four  miles,   without  giving  them  ^^1^^^'^' 
Mean  while  the  Earls  of  Leicefter  and  Gloucefter 
gained  the  f..me  advantage  over  Henry  and  the 
king  of  the  Romans,  whofe  troops  bemg  put  to 
flicht    Henry  furrendcred  himfelf  to  the  Earl  of 
L^c'ae"  and  Richard  to  the  Earl  of  Gloucefter 

and  were  inflandy  conduced  to  the  pnory  of 
Lewes,  ntuated  at  the  foot  of  the  caftle   wluch 
waskcptbyfome  of  the  king's  troops      To  this 
clace  the  foldicrs  of  the  royal  army  fled,  m  order 
to  fecurc  themfclvcs  in  the  caftle ;  but  feeing  the 
town  in  the  power  of  the  barons,  the  two  kings 
made  prifoncrs.  and  themfclvcs  furroundcd  on  all 
fides  they  threw  down  their  arms,  and  furrendercd 
at  difcretion.    Prince  Edward,   returning  m  tri- 
umph from  the  purfuit  of  the  Londoners,  finding, 
to  his  great  amazement,   the   royal   army  dif- 
pcrfcd,  and  the  two  kings  were  taken  prifoners, 
rtfolved  to  exert  himfelf  to  fct  them  at  liberty ; 

but 
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biic  his  troops  being  too  much  intimidated  to  fe^ 
tond  his  ardour^  he  >vas  obliged  to  accept  fb 
conditions,  and  confent  that  himfelf,  and  Henry 
his  coufin;  fon  to  the  King  of  the  Romans^  Ihould 
remain  as  hoftages  in  the  cuftody  of  the  barons^ 
till  all  their  differences  were  fettled  by  the  autho- 
rity of  parliament; 

This  town  ferit  to  parliament  23  Edw.  I; 

Right  of  Eiection. 

i  735*  8  May.  Is  in  the  inhabitants,  being  houfc* 
holders,  paying  fcot  and  lot. 

Agreed  to  by  the  houfe,  nenn  con. 

Returning  Offic£rs; 

The  conftable^    ' 

Number  of  Voters; 
Abdut  two  hundred  and  forty. 

Patron. 

Lord  Pelhanij  partially; 
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SHOREHAM. 

Political  Character. 

THIS  borough  has  rendered  itfelf  more  confpi* 
cuous  than  moft  others,  by  a  remarkable  fcene  of 
corruption,  which  v^as  brought  to  light  before  a 
committee  in  the  houfe  of  commons  in  the  year 
1 77 1.  The  returning  officer  had  returned  a  can- 
didate with  only  37  votes,  in  prejudice  to  another 
who  had  87 ;  of  which  he  had  queried  76,  and 
made  his  return  without  examining  the  validity 
of  the  votes  he  had  fo  queried. 

It  appeared,  from  the  defence  made  by  the  of- 
ficer, that  a  majority  of  freemen  of  that  borough 
had  formed  themfelves  into  a  fociety,  under  the 
name  of  the  Chriftian  Club  j  the  apparent  ends  of 
which  inftitution  were  to  promote  adts  of  charity 
and  benevolence,  and  to  anfwcr  fuch  other  pur- 
pofes  as  were  fui  table  to  the  import  of  its  name. 
Under  this  fandion  of  piety  and  religion,  and  the 
cover  of  occafional  aftsof  charity,  they  profaned 
that  facred  name,  by  making  it  a  ftak  for*  carrying 
on  the  worft  purpofes  ;  making  a  traffic  of  their 
oaths  and  confciences,  and  fetting  their  borough 
to  fale  to  the  higheft  bidder ;  whic  the  reft  of  the 
freemen  were  deprived  of  every  legal  benefit  from 

their  votes. 

The 
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The  members  of  this  focicty  were  bound  to 
fccrecy,  and  to  each  other,  by  oaths,  writings, 
bonds  with  large  penalties,  and  all  the  ties  that 
could  ftrengthen  their   compad;    and   carried 
on  this  traffic  by  the  means  of  a  feledl  committee, 
who,  under  pretence  of  fcruples  of  confciencc; 
never  appeared  or  voted  at  any  eledlions  them- 
fclves ;  but,  having  notwithftanding  fold  the  bo- 
rough^ and  received  the  ftipulated  price,  they  gave 
dircdlions  to  the  reft  how  to  vote ;  and  by  this 
complicated  evafion,    the  employers   and  their 
agents,   having  fully  fatisfied  their  confcience, 
fiiaredthe  money  as  foon  as  the^ledion  was  over, 
without  any  fcruple.. 

The  returning  officer  had  belonged  to  this  fo- 
ciety ;  and  having  taken  feme  difguft  to  his  aflb- 
ciates,  he  quitted  the  party.  The  majority  of  legal 
voters  which  he  objeded  to,  was,  he  faid,  in  part 
owing  to  his  experimental  knowledge  of  their  cor- 
ruption,  and   partly  founded  upon  fevcral  im- 
proper ads  which  had  come  within  his  knowledge 
as  magiftrate  upon  the  late  eledion ;  particularly 
an  affidavit  of  a  very  confiderable  fum  of  mo- 
ney which  had  been  diftributcd  among  them. 
Upon    thefe   grounds,    though    they  had    the 
hardinefs  to  take   the  oath  againft  bribery  and 
corruption,  he  looked  upon  them  as  difqualified ; 

E  3  and 
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arid  having,  befidcs,  taken  the  opinion  of  counfel, 
which,  it  fcems,  coincided  with  his  own,  he  re- 
turned the  candidate  who  had  the  fmaller  number 
of  votes,  as  they  were  free  from  thefe  objections. 

Upon  thefe  principles,  and  his  not  afting  in- 
tentionally wrong,  the  officer  refted  his  plea  of 
juftification  for  the  illegality  of  his  conduft.  As 
the  aflumption  of  fuch  an  adl  of  power  by  a  re- 
turning officer,  upon  whatever  principle  it  was 
founded,  would,  however,  have  been  a  precedent 
of  the  moft  dangerous  tendency,  he  was  accord- 
ingly taken  into  cuftody  ;  but,  in  confideration  of 
the  circumftanccs  in  his  favour,  and  of  his  bring- 
^(ig  fo  infamous  a  combination  to  light,  he  was 
difcharged>  after  receiving  a  reprimand,  upon  his 
knees,  from  the  fpeaker,  in  the  prefencc  of  the 
houfe. 

As  this  combination  wa^  of  too  flagrant  a  nature 
to  be  overlooked,  and  the  feledt  committee  had 
not  power  to  proceed  an/  further  in  it,  they  re- 
ported thp  whole  matter  to  the  houfe,  and  moved, 
^hat  they  wpuld  piake  a  further  inquiry  into  it. 
Though  this  met  with  ^n  oppofition  from  fome  of 
thofc  who,  having  no  good  wifhes  for  the  late  acl 

for 


S  H  O  R'E  H  A  M.  55 

fgr  regulating  the  trial  of  controverted  cledions, 
Merc  glad  of  fo  early  an  opportunity  to  point  out 
its  inefEcacy,  and  depreciate  its  merits ;  yet  the 
general  excellency  of  that  law,  noiwiihftanding 
any  of  its  prefcnt  defjciencies,  which  every  day's 
experience  would  give  new  opportunities  of  fup- 
plying,  carried  with  it  fuch  conviction  as  to  be 
already  well  undcrRood ;  and  the  motion  for  an 
inquiry  was  carried  through  without  a  diviao-i. 

The  allegations  made  by  the  returning  officer 

having  been  as  fully  proved,  in  the  cojrfe  of  this 

» 

inquiry,  as  the  nature  of  the  cafe  would  admit, 
and  entirely  to  the  fatisfadlion  of  the  houfe^  a  bill 
was  at  length  brought  in,  to  incapacitaje  8i  free- 
men of  Shorcham,  by  name,  from  voting  at 
elections  of  members  to  fervc  in  parliatnent^  and 
for  the  preventing  bribery  and  corruption  ir^  that 
borough ;  and  at  the  farqe  time  an  adcircfs  wos 
ordered,  for  the  attorney-general  to  profccutc 
the  five  membcig  of  the  Chriftian  Club  who 
compofed  the  committee  which  tranf^cHied  the 
bargain,  ^s  to  the  fale  of  the  borough  at  the  l^ft 
clcAion. 

The  different  tranfai^ions,  however,  confcquent 
pf  this  fubjed,  ran  through  the  whole  fcffion ; 

5^.  ?in4 
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and  it  was  not  till  the  laft  day  of  it»  that  the  bill 
received  the  royal  aflent.  The  members  of  the  club 
were  heard  by  counfel  againfl  it.  Many  doubts 
alfo  arofe  as  to  the  mode  of  punilhment.  It  was 
propofed  to  disfranchife  the  borough ;  this,  how- 
ever, was  thought  too  dangerous  a  precedent : 
others  thought  that  the  culprits  (hould  be  left  to 
the  punifhmcnt  of  the  law ;  but,  though  there 
was  a  clear  convidion  of  their  guilt,  it  was  a 
matter  of  fuch  a  nature,  as  made  the  ellablifh- 
ments  of  legal  evidence  very  difficult ;  and  if 
they  efcaped  without  fome  fignal  mark  of  repro- 
bation,  it  would  be  an  encouragement  to  the  moft 
barefaced  corruption,  when  the  whole  kingdom 
faw  that  it  could  be  done  with  impunity. 

The  nth  Geo.  III.  cap.  55,  recites,  in  the  pre- 
amble, that,  "  Whereas  a  wicked  and  corrupt  fo- 
ciety,  calling  itfelf  the  Chriftian  Society,  hath,  for 
feveral  years,  fubfifted  in  the  borough  of  New  Shore- 
ham,  in  the  county  of  Suflex,  and  confided  of  a 
great  niajority  of  perfons,  having  a  right  to  vote  at 
(:le<flions  of  members  to  fcrve  in  parliament  for 
(be  faid  borough ;  and  whereas  it  appears  that 
the  chief  end  of  the  inftitution  of  the  faid  fociety 
^as  for  (he  purpofe  of  felling,  from  time  to  time^ 

the 
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the  feat  or  (eats  in  parliament  for  the  fiiid  bo- 
rough :  and  whereas  John  Burnett,  Charles  Han- 
nington,  Thomas  ttafelgrove,  Ralph  MooTj^ 
Thomas  Parfons,  Thomas  Snook,  junior,  Tho- 
mas Hannington,  John  Hannington,  John  Ro- 
binfon,  William  Cheefman,  Geoi^ge  Browne, 
John  Parfons,  John  Curl,  Frederick  Dean,  Wil- 
liam Dean,  Samuel  Tuppen,  John  Sawyers,  Tho- 
mas Crowter,  Thomas  Pockney,  Jofeph  Dedman, 
John  Dean,  John  Whiting,  William  Stevens, 
John  Bawcomb,  Robert  Parker,  John  Hogsflcfh, 
John  Purfe,  John  Dean,  Thomas  Jennings,  John 
Snook,  junior,  Richard  Tilftone,  William  Turner, 
Walter  Sawyers,  Charles  Mitchejl,  John  Jarmand, 
John  Wood,  Friend  Daniel,  William  Gratwick, 
Nathaniel  Hillman,  Thomas  Roberts,  JohnAlh- 
man,  William  Cooter,  Thomas  Froft,  Michael 
Smith,  Richard  Carver,  Michael  Durrant,  Emeiy 

Churcher,    Walter  Broad,    Richard  StoAeham, 

• 

James  Bennett,  Clement  Freeman,  William  Jupp, 
Thomas  Crowter,  John  Barnard,  James  Mitchell, 
James  Millar,  otherwife  Miller,  William  Newn- 
ham,  JefFery  Carver,  Randall  Button,  James 
Carver,  John  Martin,  John  Pedman,  fenior, 
William  Jennings,  William  Hards,  Thomas 
Gear,  William  Ruftridge,  Henry  Robinfon,  and 

Henry 
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Henry  Hannington,  were  members  of  the  faid 
Ibciety :  in  order  therefore  to  prevent  fuch  unlawful 
praftices  for  the  future,  and  that  the  f^^id  borough 
from  henceforth  be  duly  reprcfent^d  in  parliament^ 
be  it  enadted  that  the  faid  parties  ihall  be,  and  by 
virtue  of  this  aft  are,  from  henceforth,  incapaci- 
tated, and  difabled  from  giving  any  vote  at  any 
{:Ieftion  for  choofing  a  member  or  members  to 
|crvc  in  parliajnent.  It  is  alfo  enadecJi  That  fron> 
henceforth  it  ihall  and  may  be  lawful  to  and  for 
every  freeholder,  being  above  the  age  of  one  and 
f  wenty  years,  who  (hall  have,  within  the  rape  of 
Bramber,  in  the  faid  county  of  Suflex,  a,  freehold 
of  the  clear  yearly  value  of  forty  fhillings,  to  give 
Jiis  vote  at  evefy  eleftion  of  a  burgefs  or  burgeffes 
to  ferve  in  parliament  for  the  faid  borough  of 
New  Shoreham, 

*'  And  it  is  farther  enadled.  That  the  right  of 
eledion  of  a  member  or  members  to  ferve  in  par- 
liament for  the  faid  borough  of  New  Shoreham 
fhall  be,  and  is  hereby  declared  to  be,  in  fuch 
freeholders  as  aforefaid,  and*  in  the  perfbns  who 
by  the  cuftom  and  ufage  of  the  faid  borough,  have, 
or  ihall  hereafter  have,  a  right  to  vote  at  fuch 
flcdion  i  thofc  whofe  names  are  mentioned  herein, 

and 
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jIBd  incapacitated  and  dilabled  by  this  afl-,  only 
lexcepted :  and  the  conftable,  or  other  proper 
oifficer  for  the  time  being,  to  whom  the  return  df 
fuch  writ  or  precept  does  belong,  is  hereby  rc- 
qtiired  to  return  the  perfon  or  perfons,  to  fervc 
in  parliament  for  the  faid  borough,  who  fliall 
have  the  major  number  of  votes  of  fuch  free- 
holders and  other  perfons  having  a  right  to  vote 
at  fuch  eleftion  (except  fuch  perfons  as  are  herein 
before  excepted) ;  any  law  or  ufage  to  the  con- 
trary notwithftanding." 

The  right  of  elcdion  being  now  extended  by 
the  above  adt  to  about  twelve  hundred  freeholders 
of  the  rape  of  Brambcr,  the  arts  of  corruption  • 
have  been  defeated,  the  borough  has  lince  been 
reprefented  by  independent  country  gentlemen, 
and  every  eledtion  has  been  conduced  with  con-- 
ftitutional  decorum.  The  pradical  experiment 
that  has  been  tried  here  and  at  Cricklade,  of  the 
advantages  which  would  attend  a  parliamentary 
reform,  or  even  a  finiilar  disfranchifement  of  the 
corrupt  and  decayed  boroughs,  is  a  complete  re- 
futation of  every  objcdlion  that  has  been  urged 
againft  fhat  important  meafure. 

^NCIEN'^'. 


So  SHOHBHAM. 

Ancient  State. 

New  Shoreham,  which  took  its  rife  from  the 
decay  of  old  Shorcham,  at  prefent  a  fmall  village 
to  the  north- weft  of  it>  is  remarkable  for  being  the 
place  where  Ella  the  Saxon  landed,  with  fupplies 
from  Germany,  and  drove  the  inhabitants  into 
the  great  wood  called  Andrefledge,  nour  the 
Weald.  He  had  frequent  Ikirmifties  with  the 
Britons;  but  having  afterwards  befieged  and 
taken  Andredchefter,  their  chief  fortrefs,  he 
polTefled  himfelf  of  their  country,  and  eftabliftied 
a  kingdom  here. 

New  Shoreham  is  a  borough  by  prcfcription, 
it  having  fent  members  to  parliament  ever  fince 
the  year  1298,  in  the  26th  year  of  the  reign  of 
Edward  L  and  is  governed  by  two  conftables.  It 
was  formerly  a  more  confiderable  place  than  it  is 
at  prefent,  and  had  a  priory  of  Carmelite  or 
White  friars,  founded  by  Sir  John  Mowbray, 
knight,  and  alfo  an  hofpital  dedicated  to  St. 
James. 

This  borough  fent  anno  23  Edw.  I. 

Right 
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Right  op  Election. 


II  Geo.  III.  c.  3,  §  6.  (To  he  fuhlicly  read 
hefjore  tbey  proceed  to  eleSiion)  Is  in  fuch  free- 
holders^  and  in  the  perfons  who,  by  the  cuftom 
and  ufage  of  the  faid  borough,  had  a  right  to  vote 
at  fuch  eledlion  (lixty-nine  perfons  in  this  adt 
particularly  named,  freeholders  of  the  faid  bo-^ 
rough,  always  and  only  excepted). 

Returning  Officers, 
The  conllables. 

Number  of  Voters* 
Twelve  hundred. 


BRAMBER. 

Political  Character. 

THIS  borough,  which  confifts  of  fix-and-thirty 
miferable  thatched  cottages,  is  compofed  of  two 
interfedlions  of  a  ftreet,  the  upper  and  middle 
parts  of  which  conftitute  the  borough  of  Steyning, 
The  Duke  of  Norfolk  'is  lord  of  the  manor  in 
both  places;   and  the  conftables,  who  are  the 

returning 
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ireturning  officers  in  each  borough,  are  chofen  ai 
his  courts-Ieet;  but  the  fix-and-thirty  cottages^ 
which  are  burgage-holds,  and  give  the  right  of 
Voting  to  the  tenants,  are  one  half  of  them  thtr 
property  of  the  Duke  of  Rutland,  and  the  other 
of  Sir  Henry  Gough  Calthorpc,  barr.  who,  lincc 
the  year  1786,  have  each  agreed  to  fend  oite 
inember. 

In  1786  there  was  a  conteft  between  the  two 
proprietors  <>f  this  borough;  when  a  tenant  of 
one  of  thefe  miferable  cottages  had  the  forthudd 
and  integrity  to  refill  the  offer  of  a  thoufand 
pounds  to  influence  his  apoftafy;  and  we  aref 
happy  to  have  it  in  our  power  to  add,  that  this 
fadl  is  authenticated  by  unimpeachable  autho- 
rity. 

Ancient  State. 

Bramber,  which  is  an  ancient  bdrough  by  prc-s 
fcription,  is  divided  into  two  parts ;  the  north 
part  joining  to  the  Stcyning,  which  is  half  a  mile 
from  the  fouth  divifion,  and  called  Branipton- 
ftreet.  From  the  year  layS  to  1472  it  was 
joined  with  Steyning  in  the  writs   for  elcdhig 
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burgefles  to  fcrve  in  parliament;  fincc  which 
time  they  have  eleftcd  as  different  boroughs.  It 
is  governed  by  a  conflable^  annually  chofen  by  a 
jury  of  the  court-leet. 

This  borough  firft  fcnt  to  parliament  anno 
23  Edw.  L  though  it  afterwards  intermitted 
fending;  and  fometimes  fent  in  conjundlion  with 
Stcyning,  before  31  Hen.  VL 

Right  op  Election. 

1703,  18  Jan.  10  Mar.  1715,  i  June.  Is  in 
the  perfons  inhabiting  houfes,  or  in  houfes  builc 
on  ancient  foundations^  paying  fcot  and  lot. 

Returniko  Officer, 
The  conflable. 


Number  of  Voters. 


Thirty-fix. 


pATkONS. 


Duke  of  Rutland^  and  Sir  Henry  Gough  Cal 
^horpc,  bart. 


STEYNING. 
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STEYNING. 

Political  Character. 

THIS  borough,  together  with  that  of  Brambcri 
conlifts  of  one  ftreet,  not  more  than  two  thirds  as 
large  as  Fetter-lane  in  London ;  but  conftituting 
two  boroughs^  with  a  right  of  fending /^«r  menh' 
lets  to  parliament  1 1 1  They  formerly  eled:ed  in 
conjundion,  and  intermitted  till  3 1  Henry  VL 
One  part  of  Bramber  is  in  the  centre  of  the  bo- 
rough of  Steyning,  and  a  part  of  Steyning  inter- 
fcfts  Bramber  in  like  manner.  Invdoped  in  the 
dark,  cloud  of  legal  quibble  and  intricacy,  they 
prefent  us,  like  all  the  rotten  boroughs,  with  a 
finilhed  pidlure  of  political  dcfonpity ;  irregular 
in  their  diftridts,  unintelligible  in .  their  conftitu- 
tions,  indefinite  in  their  rights,  corrupt  Jn  'the 
cxercife  of  their  functions,  contradiftory  in  their 
refpedive  organizations,  and  adverfe  to  the  -  an- 
cient eftablifhed  principles  of  the  conftitution, 
and  the  rights  of  men. 

The  right  of  eledion  has  been  the  fubjed  of 
litigation  in  this  place  for  near  a  century,  and  has 
but  juft  received  a  final  decifion  from  a  committee 
cdtaftituted  under  the  authority  of  28  Geo.  IIL 

to 


fo  detfertttirie  the  fame,  upon  an  appeal  frotn  si 
tontrary  detennination  the  prec«Iing  year. 

,  In  1 70 1  the  right  was  determined  to  be  in  the 
inhabitants  paying  fcbt  arid  lot;  and  not  receiving 
alms; 

Ih  1710,  to  be  in  the  conftables  arid  houfe- 
holders  (inhabitstnts)  paying  fcdt  and  lot  j 

In  1 791,  to  be  ill  the  inhabitants  of  ancient 
lioufes,  and  houfes  built  on  the  fcites  of  ancient 
houies,  within  the  borough  ot  Steyning;  being 
lidufeliblders,  paying  fcot  arid  lot,  arid  hot  reccivl 
ing  alms. 

In  1792,  the  feleca  committee  appointed  to  try 
and  determine  the  merits  of  the  petition  of  James 
Martin  Lloyd,  efq.  and  others,  fefolved, 

^  That  no  perfon  hive  a  right  td  vote  at  an 
eledion  for  member^  to  fefve .  in  parliament  for 
the  borough  of  Steyning,  in  rrfpeft  of  any  houfes 
within  the  borough  of  Bramber,  the  tything  of 
Bidiington,  or  the  manoj^s  of  Chariton  or  King's 
«  Barns. 

Vol;  Hi;  F.  The 
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The  faid  felcdl  committee,  at  the  lame  time, 

> 

alio  determined. 

That  the  right  of  elecflion  of  members  to  fervc 
in  parliament  for  the  borough  of  Steyning,  in  the 
county  of  Suflex,  is  in  the  conftable  and  houfe- 
holders,  inhabitants  within  the  faid  borough, 
paying  fcot  and  lot,  and  not  receiving  alms. 

The  houfes  built  on  ancient  foundations  are  all 
the  property  of  Sir  John  Honey  wood  ;  the  reft 
belong  to  the  Duke  of  Norfolk :  and  as  thofe  of  a 
general  defcription  are  more  numerous,  the  refo- 
lution  of  I7fl2,  repealing  that  of  1791,  changes 
the  patronV  and  gives  that  influence  to  the  Duke 
of  Norfolk,  which  the  former  gave  to  Sir  John 
Honey  wood. 

The  refolution  of  1 79 1  oufted  Henry  Howard, 
efq.  the  prefent  member  for  Arundel,  who  had  a 
majority  of  the  householders  paying  fcot  and 
lot,  and  declared  John  Curtisj  efq.  who  had 
only  the  votes  of  thofe  perfons  who  inhabited 
boiifes  built  on  ancient  foundaticms,  duly  eledled. 

The  refolution  of  1792  eftablifhed  the  eledlion* 
4>f  James  Martin  Lloyd,  efq.   who  polled  the 

identical 
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identical  votes  which  were  deemed  illegal  the 
preceding  year ;  and  Mr.  Whitbrcad,  the  peti- 
tioner, tofi  his  feat  by  the  fame  pretenfions  that 
Mr.  Curtis  had  obtained  one* 

Thefe  coritradidbry  refolutioiis  have  beett  pro- 
duftive  of  the  fame  parliamentary  inconfiftency 
which  diftinguifhed  the  borough  of  Saltalh  in  the 
laft  parliament.  Mr.  Ambler  obtained  his  feat 
for  that  place  by  the  decilion  of  a  committee  in 
1785,  againft  the  petition  of  Lord  Strathaven^ 
and  the  fame  Mr.  Curtis,  who  has  now  fucceeded 
at  Steyning,  on  the  right  of  the  corporation  to 
cled  the  members  for  that  borough.  In  1787, 
Mr.  Lemon,  the  petitioner,  by  the  determination 
of  a  fecond  committee  appointed  to  try  the 
fame  queftion,  fucceeded  on  the  votes  of  the  bur- 
gage-holders,  and  oufted  the  Earl  of  Morning- 
ton,  fitting  member^  who  had  been  eleded  by 
the  corporation. 

«  Thus  tw%  members  were  fitting  in  the 
**  houfe  of  commons  at  the  fame  time,  and  for 
'^  the  fame  borough,  upon  the  right  of  difiereiit 
^  defcriptions  of  deftors^   who  had   each  of 

F  2  **  them 
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«^  them  been  (kerned  ineligible  in  the  fame  par-* 
^  liament." 

This  is  exactly  the  cafe  with  the  reprefentatives 
of  this  borough.  The  inhabitants  of  houles 
built  on  ancient  foundations,  and  the  inhabitants 
in  general,  have  each  been  declared  to  have  the 
right  of  cledion  ;  and  a  member,  chofen  by  each 
dcfcription  of  voters,  has  been  feated  and  oufted 
in  the  prefent  parliament. 

Ancient  State. 

Steyning  is  an  ancient  borough  by  prefcription ; 
of  which  little  more  can  be  faid  than  that  it  was 
of  fome  note  in  the  time  of  the  Saxons,  when  it 
had  a  church  or  monaflry,  in  which  St.  Cudman 
was  interred.  It  had  alfo  a  priory  of  Benedidine 
Monks,  fubordinate  to  the  Abbey  of  Trinity,  at 
Fifcamp,  in  Normandy,  founded  by  King  Edward 
the  Confeflbr,  and  dedicated  to  Mary  Magdalen, 
which,  at  the  difTolution  of  the  alien  priories, 
was  given  to  the  Abbey  of  Sion,  in  Middlcfex, 

The  chief  magiftrate  of  this  borough  is  a  con- 
fVable,  who  is  annually  chofen  at  the  court* 
leet. 

This 
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This  place  firft  fent  to  parliament  4  Edw.  II. 
and  after  intermitted  fencjing  (as  Bramber  liad 
done  before)  till  3 1  Hen.  VI, 

Returning  Officer. 
The  cpnftablc. 

Number  of  Voters. 
;About  one  hundred* 

Patrons. 
Duke  of  Nof  folk^  and  Sir  Johft  Honey  wood. 


EAST  GRINSTEAD. 

I^olitical  Ciiaracter. 

THE  fight  of  voting  formerly  was  allowed  to 
be,  by  a  refolutipn  of  the  houfe  of  commons,  in 
the  inhabitants  as  well  as  burgage-holders ;  but 
by  a  fubfequent  one  it  is  confined  to  the  latter 
defcriptionof  perfons  only.  The  burgage-holds 
here  are  in  number  thirty-fix ;  twenty-nine  of 
which  are  the  property  of  the  Duke  of  Dorfet ; 

f  3  and 
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and  the  remaining  fcven  belong  to  perfons  refi-, 
ding  in  the  place.  This  minority  is  fo  inconfi^ 
derable^  that  no  oppofition  can  bq  made  to  (he 
Duke's  intercft.  If  indeed  the  laft  refolution  of 
the  houfe  of  commons  were  refcinded,  and  the 
right  of  ejedion  left  where  it  was,  previous  to 
that  determination,  an  attempt  to  fhake  off  the 
ariftocratic  yoke,  might  then  be  as  fuccefsful  as 
it  would  be  commendable ;  but  it  would  be,  in 
the  prefent  ftate  of  things  both  ridiculous  and 
impolitic  to  attempt  it. 

Ancient  State. 

Eafl  Grinflead^  w^hich  is  fo  called  to  diilingui0i 
it  from  another  town  of  the  fame  name,  about 
ten  miles  fouth-weft  of  it^^  called  Weft  Grinftead, 
is  thirty  miles  fouth  of  London,  and  a  borough  by 
prcfcriptifln ;  having  fcnt  burgeflcs  to  parliament 
ever  fince  the  year  1307,  the  firft  year  of  the 
reign  of  King  Edward  II. 

It  is- governed  by  a  bailifFj,  chofen  by  the 
burgage-holders  at  the  annual  court  of  the  Duke 
of  Dorfet,  who  is  lord  of  the  borough,  and  is 
returned  by  the  ftevard  of  the  court. 


The 
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The  county  aflizes  are  generally  held  here. 
John  Sackville,  earl  of  Dorfet,  in  the  reign  of 
King  James  L  built  an  hofpital  here,  and  en* 
do  wed  it  with  330I.  a  year,  for  the  fupport  of 
thirty-one  poor  perfons  of  this  town. 

The  firfl  return  of  this  borough  is  anno  i  Ed« 
ward  II. 

Right  of  Election. 

1679,  April  7,  Being  an  ancient  borough  by 
prefcription,  the  inhabitants,  as  well  as  the 
burgage-holders  of  the  faid  borough*  have  a  right 
to  vote  ii)  eledions. 

1695,  Feb.  9.  Is  not  in  the  burgage-holders 
^  inhabitants  of  the  faid  borough* 

Is  in  the  burgage-holders  only. 

NuMBEi^  OF  Voters. 
Thirty-fix, 

Retur^iinq  Officer. 

The  bailiiF. 

« 

Patron. 
Duke  of  Dorfet. 

F  4  ARUNDEU 
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ARUNPEL. 

•  •      < 

Political  Charac^ter. 

%HIS  borough  was  under  the  influence  of  Sir 
George  Colebrooke,  in  the  days  of  his  affluence; 
lince  which  time  its  reprefcntation  has  been  an 
an  objedt  of  conteft,  till  1784,  when  an  agree- 
ment took  place  between  the  eleftors  and  the 
Diike  of  Norfolk,  whofc  ancient'  and  venerable 
cattle  is  near  the  town,  that  each  party  fhould 
name  one  of  its  members.  The  coiporation  are 
in  the  intereft  of  the  Duke,  who  has  likewife 
built  a  magnificent*  inn,  and  has  a  confiderable 
property  in  this  borough  and  its  neighbour- 
hood. 

In  1780a  petition  being  prefented  to  the  houfc 

of  commons  by  the  Hon.  Percy  Charles  Wyhdham, 

complaining  of  the  undue  eledlion  and  return  of 

•  •    •      •  ' 

Sir  Patrick  Crauford,    knt.  and  Thomas  Fitz- 

herbcrt,  cfq.    a  committee   was   appointed  on 

the  6th  of  March,  1 781,  to  try  the  merits  of  the 

fame ;  when  it  appeared  in  evidence,  that  a  focicty 

cxifted  in  this  borough,  uri^er  the  name  of  the 

Malt-houfc 
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jWalt-houfe  Club,  fimilar,  in  its  inftitution  and 
jpradices,  to  the  Chriftian  Club  at  Shoreham  ; 
and  that  the  perfons  who  conipofed  this  club  had 
adtually  received  thirty  guineas  a  man  for  giving 
their  votes  at  the  preceding  eledion.  The  evi- 
dence  did  not  extend  to  the  incapacitation  of  both 
•  the  members.  Mr.  Fitzherbert  was  included  in 
the  allegations  of  the  petition/  but  not  in  the  de- 
cifion  of  the  committee,  who  reported  to  the 
houfc,  on  the  i2thof  March,  1781, 

!I!hat    Thomas  Fitzherbert,  c(q.    was    duly 
eleded- 

That  3ir  Patrick  Crauford,  knt*  was  1/0/  duly 
cleded. 

I  a 

That  the  Hon.  Percy  Qiarles  Wyndham,  the 
petitioner,  was  not  duly  ele<5i:ed. 

A  new  writ  was  accordingly  iffued,  when  Peter 
William  Baker,  elq.  was  unanimoufly  chofen  to 
^upply  the  vacancy. 

The  prefent  members  are,  Henry  Howard,  efq. 

a  relation  to  the  Duke  of  Norfolk,  and  Sir  George 

••I      ■    ■  ■ 

Thomas,  bart.  of  Dak-Park,  near  this  borough. 
'"•"■■  Ancient 
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Anci£nt  State. 

Arundel^  which  ia  €0  called  from  its  fituation 
in  a  dale  or  valley,  on  the  bank  of  the  river  Arun, 
is  pleaf^tly  feated  on  the  fide  of  a  hill,  eight 
miles  ealt  of  Chich^fter,  and  fifty-five  fouth-weft 
by  fbqtH  of  London.  The  firft  a,ccount  we  have 
of  this  town  i^  in  King  Alfred's  will,  in  which  he 
beftows  it  on  Athelm,  hi«|  brother's  fqn^  Som^ 
-will  have  it  to  have  been  |he  Portus  Arundi  of 
the  Ropian^ ;  but  thi^  .opinion  does  not  appear 
to  be  countenanced  by  any  good  authority.  Ic 
was  famous  in  the  time  of  the  Saxons  for  its  caftlCj, 
which  is  faid  to  have  been  a  mile  in  compafs, 
and  was  given  by  William  the  Conqueror  to 
Rc^r  dc  Montgomery  his  kinfman,  who  repaire4 
it.  One  of  his  defcendants  forfeited  it,  by  en- 
gaging in  a  rebellion  agairift  King  Henry  I.  Ade- 
liza,  that  prince's  confort,  had  it  in  dower;  and 
her  fecond  hulband,  William  de  Albani,  defended 
it  againft  King  Stephen,  in  favour  of  the  Emprefs 
Maud,  who,  to  recompence  his  ferviccs,  created 
him  Earl  of  Arundel,  which  title  is,  in  liniita- 
tion,  different  from  others ;  that  honour  being  fo 
annexed,  that  whofoever  is  pofleffed  of  this  caftle 
and  feignory  is,  without  creation.  Earl  of  Arundel. 
From  the  Albani,  it  defcended  by  marriage  to 
the  Fitz-Alans  ;  and  from  them,  in  the  year  157^1 

it 
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If  went,  with  the  heircft  of  that  fiwiilyj  to  Thomaf 
Howard,  duke  of  Norfolk, 

In  {he  civil  wars  this  caftle  was  thopght  to  be 
of  coirfidcrable  importances  which  occafioncd  ^ 
great  contention  between  the  king  and  parlia^ 
jnent,  who  (hould  be^mafters  of  it.  1%  was  fir  ft 
foimnoned  by  Lord  Hopton^  who  obliged  it  to 
furrender  in  three  days  time  j  bu?  Waller  marclu 
ing  from  llx>ndon  with  confiderable  fefces>  beat 
lip  Lord  Hoptpn's  quarter;^  by  the  way,  and  then 
inarching  to  Arundel  caftle,  foon  retook  it,  and 
allowed  the  garrifon  quarter.  It  is  ftilhftandii^^ 
though  for  from  being  pcrfecft  in  every  part ;  it  is 
however  in  a  good  condition,  and  is  one  of  the  feats 
of  the  family  of  Howard,  earls  of  Arundel  and 
dukes;  of  Norfolk* 

li\  St.  Nicholas's  church  at  Arundel  was  a  cell 
of  four  Black  Canons,  fubjedl  to  the  monaftry  of 
Sccz  in  Normandy,  fuppofed  to  have  been  founded 
by  Roger  de  Montgomery,  earl  of  Arundel,  in 
the  reign  of  William  the  Conqueror ;  but  in  the 
time  of  Richard  IL  it  was  abolifhed ;  and  the 
church  made  collegiate.  Upon  the  diiiblution 
of  this  college,  it  was  endowed  with  a  revenue, 
which  was  then  valued  at  263I.  14s.  ^d.  a  year 

In 
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In  thr  ^i.oii  of  Edward  IL  here  was  a  houfe  of 
I  a  <  I  riars  ;  and  in  the  reign  of  Richard  II.  an 
iiofpital  was  founded  by  Richard^  Earl  of  Arundel, 
which  was  dedicated  to  the  Trinity,  and  endowed 
at  the  fupprcflion  with  the  annual  revenue  of  ^^L 
5s.  2d* 

Arundel  is  a  borough  by  prefcription,  and  haa 
fcnt  members  to  parliament  ever  fincc  the  twenty- 
third  year  of  King  Edward  I. 

CORPORATIOK. 

It  is  governed,  under  a  charter  of  Queen  Eliza- 
beth, by  a  mayor,  and  twelve  burgeflTes.  The 
mayor  is  annually  chpfep,  and  is  judge  at  a  court- 
Icet  of  the  lord  of  the  manor,  held  every  three; 
weeks.  He  has  the  authority  of  a  juftice  of  the 
peace^  though  he  feldom  executes  the  office ;  he 
appoints  colledtors  of  the  package  and  ftallage, 
ale-conners,  and  flcih-tailers ;  and  no  writ  can  be 
executed  within  the  borough  without  his  permif-. 
lion* 

Right  of  Election. 

1693,  Feb.  22*  Is  only  in  the  inhabitants  of 
the  faid  borough  paying  fcot  and  lot. 

NUMBIR 


warwick  county, 

Number  of  Voters. 
About  one  hundred  and  ninety. 

Returning  Officer. 
The  mayor. 

Patron, 
The  Duke  of  Norfolk,  partially. 
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THIS  county,  from  the  opulence  and  extent 
of  its  manufadlories,  is  independent  In  a 
great  degree  of  ariflocratic  controul ;  but  it  has 
been  the  lail  in  the  kingdom  to  emancipate  itfelf 
from  high  church  bigotry,  and  that  fpirit  of  per- 
fecUtion,  which,  in  proportion  to  the  increafe  of 
learning  and  fcicnce,  is  now  becoming  exploded 
in  every  part  of  Europe. 

The  late  difgraceful  riots  in  this  county,  and 
thofe  of  June  1 7  80,  is  a  humiliating  proof  to  the 
people  of  this  country  that  they  do  not  take  the 
lead  in  the  extinction  of  prejudice,  or  in  the  ad- 
vancement of  literature,  the  infeparable  compa- 
nions of  each  other's  progrefi. 

The 
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The  town  of  Birminglidm,  from  its  extent  afld 
population^  has  fufficienc  weight  to  return  one  of 
the  county  reprefentativcs,  which  the  people  of 
that  place  never  fail  to  avail  themfelves  ofi  not- 
withftanding  the  indifference  that  is  affeded  to  be 
ihewn  by  fome  leading  individuals,  to  the  advan- 
tages they  would  derive  from  a  perfecft  reprefen- 
tation. 

Ancient  State. 

This  county,  which  received  its  name  from  War- 
wick,  the  county-town,  is  bounded  on  the  north 
by  Staffordfhirc  and  Leicefterfliire ;  on  the  eaft, 
by  Lcicefterfhire,  Northamptonfhire,  and  part  of 
Oxfordlhire ;  on  the  fouth,  by  the  laft-mentioned 
county  and  Gloucefterfliire ;  and  on  the  weft,  by 
Gloucefterlhire^  Worceflerlhire,  and  Stafford*- 
fhirc;  extending  in  length  thirty-three  miks* 
twenty-fix  in  breadth,  and  one  hundred  and 
twenty-two  miles  in  circumference. 

This  is  one  of  the  five  counties  which,  it  the 
arrrival  of  the  Romans,  were  inhabited  by  the 
Cornavii.  It  contains  many  Roman  antiquities, 
particularly  two  of  their  military  ways,  namely, 
Walting-ftreet,  and  the  Foffc-way*  The  for- 
mer divides  the  north-eaft  part  of  the  County  firom 
Leiccfl:erlhire,  taking  its  courfc  from  the  coaft  of 

Kent, 
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Kent,  through  London,  and  by  Northampton-^ 
ftiire,  to  this  county,  from  whence  it  extends  to 
York,  and  the  Pids  wall.  The  Fofle-way  enters 
the  north-eaft  fide  at  High-crofs,  and,  running 
fouth  by  weft,  pafles  out  at  a  place  called  Stretton, 
into  Gloucefterlhire.  Under  the  Saxon  hep- 
tarchy it  formed  part  of  the  kingdom  of  Mercia. 

i 

Warwickfliire  is  divided  into  five   hundreds^ 
contoining  one  city,  and  thirteen  market-towns^ 
viz.  the  city  of  Coventry,  Atherfl:on,  Aulcefter, 
Birmingham,  Bitford,  .Colefliill,  Henley,  Kine- 
ton,    Nuneaton,    Rugby,    Southam,     Stratford, 
Sutton-Cofield,  and  Warwick.    It  lies  in  the  pro- 
vince of  Canterbury,    partly  in  tHe  diocefe  of 
Litchfield  and  Coventry,  and  partly  in  that  of 
Worcefter ;  and  has  one  hundred  and  fifty-eight 
pariihes.     It  fends  fix  members  to  parliament^ 
namely,  two  knights  of  the  (hire  for  the  county, 
two  citizens  for  the  city  of  Coventry,  and  two  bur- 
gtSks  for  the  town  of  Warwick, 


WARWICK  TOWN. 


THE  fight  of  elc(!ilionin  this  borough,  accord- 
ing to  the  firft  refolution  of  the  houfe  of  com- 

2  mons. 
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mons^  was  in  the  commonalty^  which  in  the  Cafes 
of  Golchefter,  Boftoni  firidport,  and  this  place, 
has  been  explained  to  be  houfekeepers  payiitg 
fcot  and  lot ;  though,  in  the  cafe  of  Pool j  thfc  fam6 
word  was  defined  to  be  the  felcdl  burgeffes  only; 
There  have  been  frequent  ftruggles  here  for  fu- 
periority  between  the  Earl  of  Warwick*  of  War- 
wick-caftle,  adjoining  to  this  town,  and  the  inde- 
pendent party.  In  1780,  and  in  1784,  the  Hon; 
C  F.  Greville,  and  Robert  Ladbroke,  efq.  were  re- 
turned to  reprefent  this  town  in  parliament,  in  op- 
pofition  to  his  Lordlhip's  interelh  At  the  laft  ge- 
neral eledion,  however,  in  179O,  thofe  gentlemen 
conceived  that  the  Earl  of  Warwick's  influence  had 
increafed  to  a  great  degree;  in  confcquerice  of 
which  they  were  induced  to  decline  an  oppo- 
sition to  it,  .which  would  have  been  attended  with 
the  certamty  of  much  expence,  and  the  uncer- 
tainty of  being  finally  fuccefsful.  Lord  Arden, 
and  Henry  Gage,  efq.  now  Lord  Vifcount  Gage, 
both  in  the  Earl's  interefi,  were  returned  without 
a  conteft.  Upon  Mr.  Gage's  fuccecding  to  his 
uncle's  title,  the  Hon.  Mr.  Villiers  was  pro- 
pofed  by  his  Lordfhip's  friends )  and  Mr.  Knight^ 
by  the  independent  party.  Mr.  Villiers  obtained 
a  majority  on  the  poll  over  Mr.  Knight  of  nearly 

two 
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two  to  one.  The  latter  gentleman  has  petitioned 
parliament,  in  which  he  complains  of  the  undue 
influence  which  had  been  ujed  againft  him  at  the 
time  of  eledion,  &c.  but  the  merits  of  it  have 
not  as  yet  come  on  to  be  heard  before  a  com- 
mittee of  the  houfe. 

Ancient  State. 

Warwick,  which  is  nine  miles  to  the  fouth  of 
Coventry,  was  called  by  the  ancient  Britons 
Caer  Guaruic,  and  in  the  Saxon,  Warringwic. 
Some  derive  its  name  from  Waremund,  the  father 
ofOffa,  king  Oif  the  Mercians,  and  others  from 
Guarth,  a  Britifti  word,  which  fignifies  a  fortrefs. 
It  is  the  chief  town  in  the  county,  from  which 
Warwickftiire  takes  its  name,  and  is  feated  on  a 
rocky- afcent  on  the  north  fide  of  the  river  Avon, 
at  the  diftance  of  eighty-four  miles  north-weft  of 
ix)ndon,  where  a  way  is  cut  to  it  through  the 
rock,  from' each  of  the  four  cardinal  points.  Some 
have  aflcrted  that  Warwick  was  built  by  Kim- 
beline,  one  of  the  Britifli  kings,  cotemporary 
with  our  Saviour.  It  is  faid  to  have  been  almoft 
deftroycd  by  the  Pids  and  Scots,  and  that  it  lay 
fome  time  in  ruins,  till  it  was  rebuilt  by  Carac- 
tacus,  who  ere(5led  a  palace  here.     About  this 

Vol.  Ill,  G  time 
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time  the  Romans^  under  the  conduA  of  Oftoriuaf, 
extending  their  conquefts  in  Britain,  built  feveral 
forts  and  garrifons  dh  the  river  Avon,  among 
which  Camden  fuppofes  one  was  at  this  town,  to 
which  they  gave  the  name  of  Prasfidium.  It 
was,  however,  again  almoft  deftroyed  and  laid 
wafte,  till  it  was  repaired  by  Conftantine,  the 
father  of  Uter  Pendragon ;  but  he  being  flain  by 
the  Pifts,  in  one  of  their  incurfions,  the  town 
was  again  ruined,  and  was  at  length  reftored  by 
a  Britifh  prince.  After  this  it  began  to  flourifh  ; 
and  Dubritius  made  it  an  epifcopal  fee,  appoint- 
ing a  church,  dedicated  to  AH  Saints,  to  be  his 
cathedral.  When  the  Saxons  came  over,  they 
ravaged  the  country  as  they  went  along,  and 
caufed  the  bifhop  to  fly  for  fafety  into  Wales.  By 
the  wars  which  followed,  the  town  was  again  laid 
in  ruins.  Some  time  after,  king  Warramond, 
from  whom  the  kings  of  Mercia  dcfcended,  re- 
built the  town,  and  called  it  Warra-wic,  after 
his  own  name ;  after  which  it  was  again  deftroyed 
by  the  Danes,  and  repaired  by  the  lady  Ethel- 
fleda,  who,  about  the  year  915,  built  a  forti- 
fication for  its  defence,  and  called  it  the  Dun- 
geon. 


The 


WARWICK      TOW  I?.  8j 

IIThc  Norman  conqueror,  after  his  viAoiy  at 
tlaftings,  creAed  many  ftrong  caftles  for  his  own 
Tecurity,  of  which  this  was  none  of  the  meaneft, 
and,  when  finilhed,  committed  it  to  the  cuftody 
of  Henry  de  Newbery>  carl  of  Warwick.  To- 
wards the  end  of  King  Stephen's  reign,  Henry, 
duke  of  Normandy,  arriving  in  England,  the 
countefs  Gundred  expelled  the  king's  foldiers, 
knd  refigned  this  caftle  to  the  duke,  who  was 
foon  after  made  king  of  England,  by  the  name 
of  Henry  II.  Guy  de  Beauchamp,  earl  of  War- 
wick, and  governor  of  this  caftle,  dying  in  the 
ninth  year  of  King  Edward  II.  was  fucceeded  by 
his  fon  Thomas,  who,  in  the  reign  of  Edward  III. 
Rebuilt  the  outer  wall  of  the  caftle,  and  eredled 
feveral  towers  ;  but  that  at  the  north-eaft  corner, 
called  Guy's  tower,  was  ercfted  by  Thomas,  earl 
of  Warwick,  in  the  feventeenth  year  of  King 
kichard  the  Second's  reign.  At  length  George 
duke  of  Clarence  was  made  governor  of  this  caftle; 
at  whofe  death,  it  being  feizcd  into  the  king's 
hands,  it  continued  in  thfe  pofleflion  of  the  crown 
till  the  feventeenth  year  of  ^  Henry  VIL  when 
Edward  Belknap,  efquire,  of  the  body  to  the  king^ 
was  made  conftable.  In  the  firft  year  of  Ed- 
ward VI.  John  Dudley  was  advanced  to  the 
tarldom  of  Warwick  ;   but  upon  his  atttiinder, 

G   2 
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in  the  firft  of  Queen  Mary,  this  caftle  efcheatcd 
to  the  crown.  Queen  Elizabeth  gave  it  to  Sir 
Andrew  Dudley,  earl  of  Warwick  ;  but,  for  want 
of  heirs,  it  again  reverted  to  the  crown,  and  was 
beftowed  by  King  James  I.  on  Sir  Fulke  Greville 
in  fee.  It  was  at  that  time  made  ufe  of  as  the 
county-gaol.;  but  Sir  Fulke,  at  the  expence  of 
20,oooi.  rendered  it  a  moft  beautiful  ftrudure. 
In  the  caftle  are  (hown  the  fword  and  accoutre- 
ments of  the  famous  Guy,  earl  of  Warwick,  who 
is  thought  to  have  lived  in  the  time  of  King 
Athelft:an,  and  whofe  exploits  are  related  with 
fueh  romantic  circumftances,  that  the  whole  are 
generally  deemed  fabulous. 

On  the  5th  of  September,  1694,  the  greate(t 
part  of  the  town  was  reduced  to  alhes,  and  the 
damages  fuftained  were  computed  at  about 
ioo,oool.  but  it  was  foon  rebuilt  in  a  handfome 
manner>  and  is  now  a  fine  populous  town* 

When  the  Normans  came  over,  it  was  only  2 
borough,  containing  two  hundred  and  fixty-onc 
houfes,  of  which  one  hundred  and  thirty-one 
belonged  to  the  king,  and  one  hundred  and  twelve 
to  the  barons. 

This  borough  fent  members  ah  origine. 

Cor- 
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« 

Corporation, 
This  is  a  very  ancient  corporation,  being  made 
a  mayor  town  by  Queen  Mary,  in  the  year  1554, 
and  re-incorpoxated  by  King  Charles  11.  under 
whofe  charter  it  is  at  prefent  governed  by  la 
mayor,  a  recorder,  twelve  aldermen  or  brethren, 
and  twenty-four  burgefles  ojc  common-councii- 
men. 

The  county  aflizes  and  general  quarter-feflions 
are  held  in  this  town. 

Right  of  Election. 

1628,  3  May.  Is  in  the  commonalty  of  the 
faid  town. 

1722,  31  Jan.  Is  in  fucfa  perfons  only  as  pay 
to  church  and  poor  in  the  faid  borough. 

Number  of  Voters. 
About  five  hundred. 

Returning  Officer. 
The  mayor. 

Patron. 
The  Earl  of  Warwick. 

G  3  COVENTRY. 
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COVENTRY. 

Political  Character. 

*  A  SINGULAR  cafe  occurred  at  the  election  for 
this  city  in  1780.  Mr.  Roe  Yeo  and  Mr.  HoU 
royd  were  candidates  in  the  intereft  of  admi- 
niftrationj  and  Sir  Thomas  Halifax  and.Thoixlaa 
Rogers,  efq.  were  fupported  by  the  corporation 
of  Coventry,  in  oppoficion  to  ihoie  gentlemen. 
On  the  9th  day  of  September  the  election  com- 
menced, and  the  poll  was  opened  and  conducted 
in  a  peaceable  and  orderly  manner' for  about  the 
Ipace  of  half  an  hour,^  when  upwards  of  five 
hundred  pcrfons,  who  were  not  freemen  or  in- 
habitants of  this  city,  tumultuoufly  aflembled  to-^ 
gether  at  the  place  of  eledlion,  with  a  blue  flag 
carried  before  them,  and  having  blue  and  white 
cockades  in  their  hats,  the  badges  by  which  the 
party  of  Roe  Yco  and  Holroyd  were  diftinguifhcd, 
and  there  beat  and  ill  treated  all  the  cledors  who 
came  to  vote  for  Halifax  and  Rogers,  and  fo  im- 
peded and  obftruded  the  voters,  that  the  fherifFs 
adjourned  the  poll  to  the  Monday  following,  being 
fbe  eleventh  pf  the  faid  month  of  September,  and 
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continued  the  fame  by  divers  adjournments,  from 
day  to  day,  to  the  1 8th  of  the  faid  month,  in 
order  that  the  faid  eledlion  might  be  made ;  but 
the  poll  was  impeded,  from  time  to  time,  by  like 
tumults  and  alTaults ;  and  though  the  magiflrates 
had  appointed  two  hundred  and  thirty  additional 
conftables  to  preferve  the  peace,  and  to  opei)  a 
free  accefs  for  the  voters  on  both  fides  to  come 
and  poll,  yet  no  more  than  eighty-three,  out  of 
two  thoufand,  could  give  their  votes  :  for  which 
reafon  the  flierifFs  could  not  caufe  to  be  eleded 
two  citizens,  according  to  the  form  and  eSedt  of 
the  writ. 

The  (hcrifFs  having  certified  the  above  to  the 
houfe  of  commons,  on  the  fixth  day  of  No- 
vember following,  they  were  ordered  to  attend 
the  houfe  on  the  2jd  of  the  fame  month. 

A  petition  of  Sir  Thomas  Halifax,  and  Thomas 
Rogers,  efq.  of  fimilar  import,  was  prefented  to 
the  houfe  on  the  20th  of  the  fame  month ;  which 
was  ordered  to  be  taken  into  confideration  on  the 
fame  day  that  the  ftierifFs  were  to  attend  5  as  was 
another  petition  of  certain  elcdors  in  the  intereft 
of  Sir  Thomas  Halifax  and  Mr.  Rogers, 
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A  pciition  of  Edward  Roe  Yeo,  efq.  and  John 
Baker  Holroyd,  efq.  was  alfo  prefented  on  the 
fame  day,  dating,  that  the  fherifFs,  who  are 
chofcn  by  the  mayor  and  aldermen,  and  were  the 
declared  friends  and  partifans  of  their  opponents. 
Sir  Thomas  Halifax,  and  Thomas  Rogers,  efq. 
had  {hewn  the  mod  flagrant  partiality  to  thofe 
gentlemen,  by  conftru6i:ing  the  poll-booth  in  fuch 
a  manner  as  to  allow  a  commodious  accefs, 
through  the  mayor's  parlour,  to  the  voters  in  the 
intereft  of  Halifax  and  Rogers,  while  the  agents 
and  friends  of  the  petitioner  were  obliged  to 
afcend  by  a  ladder ;  and  enumerating  a  variety  of 
other  charges,  to  Ihevv  the  grofs  partiality  and 
illegal  condud  of  the  (heriffs. 

This  petition  was  alfo  ordered  to  be  taken  into 
confideration  with  all  the  former.  A  new  writ 
having  been  ilTued  on  the  aid  Nov.  following, 
petitions  were  again  prefented  from  Mr.  Roe 
Yeo,  and  Mr.  Holroyd,  complaining,  that  in  the 
interval  of  time  between  the  general  e  ledion  and 
the  29rh  day  of  November,  when  a  fecond  elec- 
tion was  had  in  purfuance  of  the  above  writ,  a 
great  number  of  freemen  were  illegally  admitted 
to  the  freedom  of  the  faid  city,  who  had  no  right 
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to  fuch  freedom,  and  without  paying  the  ufual 
fees  on  admiffion,  on  condition  of  their  under- 
taking to.vote,  at  the  faid  eled:ion,  for  Sir  Thomas 
Halifax,  and  Thomas  Rogers,  efq.  and  that  a 
great  number  of  perfons  duly  intitled  to  be  ad- 
mitted to  the  freedom  of  the  faid  city,  demanded 
in  the  ufual  manner  to  be  fo  admitted,  being  ready 
to  produce  the  evidence  of  their  titles,  and  to  pay 
the  ufual  fees,  but  w  ere  refufcd  to  be  admitted,  be- 
caufe  they  were  believed  to  be  in  the  intereft  of  the 
petitioners ;  and  that,  at  the  faid  laft  eledion,  after 
the  poll  had  lafte  near  three  weeks,  almoft  all 
the  legal  freemen  having  then  voted,  and  when 
it  was  known  that  there  would  be  a  large  majority 
of  votes  in  favour  of  the  petitioners,  a  great 
number  of  perfons  were,  on  Monday  the  1 8  th, 
and  Wedncfday  the  20th  of  December  laft,  in  a 
fraudulent  and  clandeftine  manner,  admitted  to 
the  freedom  of  the  faid  city,  although  the  faid 
perfons  had  no  title  to  fuch  freedom,  and  were 
known,  by  the  members  of  the  corporation,  who 
compofed  the  council-chambers  at  which  they 
were  admitted,  to  have  no  title,  and  without  pay- 
ing the  accuftomed  fees,  or  any  fees,  on  condition 
of  their  voting  for  the  faid  Sir  Thomas  Halifax, 
'  and  Thomas  Rogers,  efq. 

The 
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The  above  petition  alfo  contained  the  ufijal 
allegations  of  the  returning  officers,  adniitting 
thefe  freemen  to  poll,  who  were  not  duly  qua- 
lified, and  rejeding  others  who  were  fo  qualified  ; 
and  of  the  fa  id  candidates,  Sir  Thomas  Halifax, 
and  Thomas  Rogers,  efq.  having,  by  themfelves, 
or  agents,  been  guilty  of  bribery,  &c, 

A  fimilar  petition  was  prefented  from  feveral 
of  the  freemen  in  the  intcreft  of  Mr.  Roe  Yeo 
and  Mr.  Holroyd,  which  were  both  ordered  to 
be  taken  into  confideration  on  Thurfday  the  15th 
day  of  February,  1 7 8 1 . 

On  the  31ft  of  January,  178 1,  Thomas  Noxon 
and  Thomas  Butler,  late  IherifFs  of  Coventry, 
were  brought  to  the  bar  of  the  houfe  of  commons, 
and  had  leave  to  be  heard  by  counfel  in  their  juf-i* 

tificarion. 

A  petition  of  Edward  Roe  Yeo,  efq.  and  John 
Baker  Holroyd  (now  Lord  Sheffield,  of  the  king- 
dom of  Ireland),  and  alfo  of  feveral  freemen 
of  the  city  of  Coventry,  on  behalf  of  themfclves 
and  others,  complaining  of  the  condudl  of  the 
faid   fheriffs,   being  read   to  the    faid  Thomas 

Noxon, 
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Noxon  and  Thomas  Butler,  leave  was  given  them 
to  be  heard  by  counfcl  againft  the  charges  in  the 
faid  petition,  and  the  counfel  for  the  petitioners 
ordered  to  proceed  in  fupport  of  the  allegations 
of  their  petition, 

# 

Orders  were  made  for  fixty-nine  witnefles  to 
attend  in  fupport  of  the  charges  againft  the 
flierifFs ;  and  the  «iatter  had  a  full  inveftigation, 
jifter  various  adjournments,  on  the  15  th  of 
March,  1781  ;  when  the  order  of  the  day  being 
read  for  the  attendance  of  Mr.  Thomas  Noxon 
and  Mr.  Thomas  Butler,  late  IherifFs  of  the  city 
of  Coventry,  and  for  taking  into  further  confide- 
ration  the  feveral  petitions  prefented  to  this 
houfe  upon  the  20th  day  of  November  laft,  re- 
lating to  the  return  made  by  the  faid  flieriiFs  at 
the  laft  general  eledion  ; 

The  faid  fliqriffs,  and  the  counfel  for  Lord 
Sheffield  and  Mr.  Roe  Yeo,  and  for  the  feveral 
freemen  of  the  city  of  Coventry,  who  have  pe- 
titioned this  houfe,  complaining  of  the  condudt 
of  the  faid  flierifFs,  were  called  in  j 

And  the  ftieriffs  acquainted  the  houfe.  That 
the  counfel  they  had  applied  to  had  not  time  to 
prepare  himfelf  to  undertake  their  defence. 

Then 
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Then  one  of  the  counfel  for  Lord  Sheffield 
and  Mr.  Roe  Yeo,  and  for  the  feveral  freemen  of 
the  city  of  Coventry,  who  have  petitioned  this 
houfe,  complaining  of  the  condudt  of  the  faid 
flierifFs,  fummed  up  their  evidence  : 

And  the  (heriffs  being  afked  by  Mr.  Speaker, 
what  they  had  to  fay  in  juftification  of  their  not 
having  made  any  return  of  members  to  ferve  in 
parliament,  at  the  laft  general  eledion ;  and  in 
anfwer  to  the  matters  charged  againft  them  in  the 
petitions  of  Lord  Sheffield  and  Mr.  Roe  Yeo,  and 
of  the  feveral  freemen  of  the  city  of  Coventry, 
who  have  petitioned  this  houfe,  complaining  of 
rheir  condudt ;  *  , 

The  faid  fherifFs  were  heard ;  and,  having  dc- 
iired  that  their  under-fheriff,  who  attended  as  their 
agent,  might  examine  the  witnclfes  who  had  been 
ordered  to  attend  this  houfe  on  their  behalf; 

The  faid  agent  was  called  in ;  and,  at  the  bar, 
examined  the  feveral  witnefles  who  were  attending, 
in  juftification  of  the  conduct:  of  the  fherifFs. 

And  the  faid  agent,  having  fubmitted  to  the 
houfe.  That  the  faid  flieriffs  had  flill  feveral  other 

wit- 
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^'itneffes,  but  that  they  were  now  at  Coventry, 

» 

and  that  they  therefore  defired  further  time,  in 
in  order  to  have  an  opportunity  to  fummon  the 
laid  witnefles  j 

The  faid  fherifFs  and  their  agent,  and  the  faid  . 
counfel,  were  directed  to  withdraw. 

And  a  motion  being  made,  and  the  queftion 
being  put,  "  That  the  further  attendance  of  the 
"  faid  fherifFs,  and  tjie  further  confideration  of 
*'  the  feveral  petitions  relative  to  the  return  made 
by  them  for  the  city  of  Coventry,  at  the  laft 
general  election,  be  adjourned  till  this  day 
"  fe'nnight ;" 

It  palled  in  the  negative. 

Then  the  faid  fherifFs  and  their  agent,  and  the 
faid  counfel,  were  again  called  in; 

And  the  fherifFs  having  acquainted  the  houfe, 
that  they  had  not  any  other  witnelFcs  to  produce. 

The  faid  fherifFs  and  their  agent,  and  the  faid 
counfel,  were  again  direftcd  to  withdraw. 

Re/bhed, 
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Refolvedy  "  That  it  appears  to  this  houfe,  thaf 
"  at  the  laft  general  eledion  of  citizens  to 
•*  ferve  in  parliament  for  the  city  of  Co- 
"  ventry,  Thomas  Noxon  and  Thomas  But- 
"  ler,  the  fhcriffs,  who  were  the  returning 
"  officers  at  the  faid  elcdlion,  were  not  pre- 
vented, by  riots  or  otherwife^  from  making 
a  return  of  members  to  fervc  in  parliament 
*'  for  the  faid  city :" 

kejohed^  nem.  con.  "  That  the  faid  Thomas 
'*  Noxon  and  Thomas  Butler,  late  (heriffs  of 
**  the  faid  city  of  Coventry,  not  having  made 
*'  any  return  of  members  to  ferve  in  parlia- 
"  ment,  at  the  late  general  eledion,  for  the 
"  faid  city,  arc  thereby  guilty  of  a  high  vio- 
**  lation  of  the  law,  and  a  grofs  breach  of 
"  the  privileges  of  this  houfe.'* 

A  motion  was  made,  and  the  queflion  being 
propofed,  '*  That  the  faid  Thomas  Noxon  and 
•*  Thomas  Butler  be,  for  their  faid  offence,  com- 
mitted to  his  majefty's  gaol  of  Newgate,  and 
that  Mr.  Speaker  do  iflue  his  warrants  accord-* 

•'ingly;" 
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An  amendment  was  propofed  to  be  made  to 
the  qucllion,  by  leaving  out  the  words,  **  his 
«'  majcfty's  gaol  of  Newgate,"  and  inferting  the 
words,  ••  the  cuftody  of  the  ferjeant  at  arms*  at- 
"  tending  this  houfe,*'  inftead  thereof. 

And  the  queftion  being  put,  that  the  words 
"  his  majefty's  gaol  of  Newgate,"  Hand  part  of 
the  queftion ; 

it  was  refolvcd  in  the  affirmative* 

Then  the  main  queftion  being  put ; 

Orderedy  "  That  the  faid  Thomas  Noxon  and 
«  Thomas  Butler,  be,  for  their  faid  offence, 
'*  committed  to  his  majefty's  gaol  of  New- 
*'  gate ;  and  that  Mr.  Speaker  do  iflue  his 
"  warrants  accordingly." 


On  the  26th  day  of  March  the  faid  ftierifFs 
prefented  a  petition  to  the  houfe,  fetting  forth 
that  they  had  been  found  guilty  of  a  high  viola- 
tion of  the  law,  and  a  grofs  breach  of  the  privi- 
leges of  the  houfe,  for  not  having  made  any  re- 
turn of  members  to  ferve  in  parliament  at  the  laft 

general 
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general  eleftion  for  the  city  of  Coventry ;  and 
that  they  were  thoroughly  fenfible  of  the  great 
offence  they  had  been  guilty  of,  and  humbly 
begged  pardon  of  the  houfe  for  the  fame. 

They  were  accordingly  ordered  to  be  brought 
up  to  the  bar  the  next  day,  wheri  they  were  re- 
primanded by  the  fpeaker,  and  difcharged. 

A  committee  was  appointed,  on  the  15th  of 
February,  to  try  the  merits  of  the  petition  of 
Mr.  Roe  Yeo  and  Lord  Sheffield,  againft  the 
return  of  Sir  Thomas  Halifax,  and  Thomas 
Rogers,  efq.  who  reported,  on  the  27th  of  the 
iaid  month,  that  the  petitioners  were  duly  eledled. 

Mr.  Elwes,  the  chairman  of  the  committee, 
alfo  reported,  "  That  it  appeared,  that  much 
**  partiality  and  fraud  was  ufed  in  theadmiflion  of 
«•  perfons  to  the  freedom  of  the  city  of  Coventry, 
"  during  the  laft  elcdion  in  that  city.  The  com- 
"  mittee  are  of  opinion,  that  it  would  be  ex- 
**  pedient,  in  order  to  prevent  the  like  fraudulent 
•'  pradice  for  the  future,  that  a  bill  Ihould  be 
•*  brought  in  for  that  purpofc." 

A  bill 
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A  bill  was  accordingly  brought  in,  on  the  12th 
of  March,  for  better  regulating  eleftions  of  ci- 
tizens to  fit  in  parliament  for  the  city  of  Coventry; 
which  was  pafled  into  a  law  on  the  1 4th  of  May, 
and  received  the  royal  aflent  on  the  5  th  of  July 
following. 

This  city  is  not  under  immediate  influence, 
and  might  be  perfeftly  independent  in  the  choice 
of  its  members,  if  the  prefent  deftrudtive  mode 
of  treating  was  abolifhed. 

It  is  worthy  of  remark,  that  the  cafe  of  Hindon 
affords  us  the  only  inftance,  in  the  prefent  reign, 
of  a  profecution  being  ordered  by  the  houfe  of 
commons  againft  any  candidate  for  bribery  j  and 
that  the  Coventry  cafe  is  the  only  one  which  occurs, 
in  the  fame  period  of  time,  of  a  returning  officer 
being  puniftied  for  partiality.  In  both  cafes 
the  parties  were  in  oppofition  to  government. 

Ancient  State* 

Coventry  Is,  in  fortie  writings,  called  Coventria, 
from  a  rich  convent  which  formerly  ftood  there ; 
but  others  are  of  opinion,  'that  it  was  derived 
from  Cuentford,  the  name  of  a  rivulet  now  called 

Vol.  III.  H  the 
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the  Sherburn,  which  runs  through  the  city.  It  is 
fituate^  ninety  miles  north-weft  of  London^  has 
enjoyed  many  privileges  and  inununities  from 
iibveral  of  our  kings,  apd  is,j  jointly  yi^ith  the  city 
of  Litchfield,  the  fee  of  a  bilhop.  Edward  Jthc 
Third  granted  this  city  a  mayor  and  two  bailiffs ; 
and  Henry  the  Sixth,  who  annexed  feveral  villages 
und  hamlets  to  it,  grantecJT,  that  the  city,  with 
nineteen  villages,  Ihould  be  an  incorporated 
county,  diftind  from  the  county  of  Warwick ; 
and  that  the  bailiffs  of  the  city  fhould  be  ftieriffs 
of  the  county ;  but  Edward  the  Fourth  was  fq 
offended  at  the  attachment  the  citizens  had  Ihewn 
to  Henry  the  Sixth,  that  he  took  the  fword 
from  the  mayor,  and  disfranchifed  the  city. 
The  citizens  however  redeemed  their  charter  by 
the  payment  of  five  hundred  marks  ;  four  years 
after  which,  that  prince  was  fo  perfedly  recon- 
ciled, that  he  kept  St.  George's  feaft  at  Coventry,  i 
and  flood  godfather  to  the  mayor's  child,  - 

This  city  holds  pleas  for  all  adions ;  has  a  gaol 
for  felons  as  well  as  debtors,    and  fends   two  ' 

members  to  parliament.  \ 

Coventry,  which  gives  the  title  of  carl  to  the 
iamily  of  the  fame  name,  is  remarkable  for  a  fair  ; 

on 


on  the  firft  day  of  which  is  a  procefiioDj  in  honour 
of  Lady  Godiva,  and  is  founded  on  the  following 
tradition  : — Leofric,  earl  of  Mercia,  and  firft  lord 
of  Coventry,  who  died  in  the  thirteenth  year  of 
^die  reign  of  Edward  the  Confeffor,  being  offended 
^t  the  citizens,  loaded  them  with  heavy  taxes ;  on 
which  Godiva,  his  lady,  a  woman  of  moft  exem- 
plary virtue  and  piety,  inceffantly  folicited  him 
to  eafe  their  burdens.     At  length,  tired  with  her 
importunities,  he  told  her  :he  would  take  off  the 
duties,  provided  (he  would  ride  naked,  in  open 
day-light,  through  the  moft  frequented  parts  of 
the  city;    flattering    himfelf  that  her  modefty 
would  prevent  her  complying  with  the  condition. 
The  lady,  fenfibly  touched  by  the  diftrefs  of  the 
city,  refolvcd  to  relieve  it,  even  on  the  terms  prc- 
pofed.     She  therefore  ifliied  orders  to  the  citizens, 
that  all  their  doors  and  windows  ftiould  be  ftiut, 
and  that  nobody  fhould  attempt  to  look  out,  on  pain 
of  death ;  and  then  rode  naked  through  the  ftreets 
on  horfeback  i  but  her  hair,  hanging  loofe  about 
her,  was  fo  long,  that  it  covered  her  down  to  her 
legs.     It  is  added,  that  while  ftie  was  riding  in 
this  manner  through  the  ftreets,  none  dared  to 
jiook  at  her,  except  a  taylor,  who,  as  a  punifh* 
ment  for  his  violating  the  injunction  of  the  noble 

^        H  2  lady. 
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lady,  which  had  been  publilhed  with  fo  pious  and 
benevolent  a  defign,  was  flruck  blind.  This, 
taylor  is  now  known  by  the  name  of  Peeping  Tom ; 
and  the  window  through  which  he  is  faid  to  have 
gratified  his  curiofity^  is  ftill  fhewn,  with  his 
effigy  in  it ;  which  is  always  new  dreffed  on  the 
anniverfary  of  the  proceffion. 

In  the  reign  of  Henry  the  Fotirth;  a  parliament 
was  held  at  Coventry ;  when,  in  the  writs  dircdled 
to  the  fherifF,  it  was  ordered,  that  no  perfon 
Ihould  be  ele<fted  who  was  (killed  in  the  law  ;  on 
which  account  this  was  called  the  unlearned  par- 
liament. 

This  city  had  many  religious  houfes  and  hof- 
pitals.  Here  was  a  famous  convent  of  nuns  in 
the  time  of  the  Saxons,  under  the  government  of 
St.  Ofburg,  which  was  deftroyed  by  the  Danes  in 
1 01 6.  In  the  room  of  this  convent  was  eredted 
a  noble  priory,  which,  according  to  Speed,  was 
founded  by  King  Canute ;  but  Dugdale  informs 
us,  that  the  Earl  of  Mercia  and  his  lady  were 
the  founders.  It  had  at  firft  an  abbot  and  twenty- 
four  Benedidline  monks,  and  was  dedicated  to 
the   Virgin  Mary,  St.  Peter,  and   St.  Ofburg. 

To 
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To  this  priory  the  earl  gave  twenty-four  lordlhips, 
with  all  the  liberties  and  privileges  which  he  him- 
felfhad  enjoyed  in  them;  and  the  charter  was 
confirmed  by  King  Edward  the  Confeffor.  Upon 
the  vacancy  of  an  abbot,  in  1095,  Robert  de 
Limefey,  bifhop  of  Chefter,  obtained  the  cuftody 
of  the  abby,  and  leave  to  remove  his  epifcopal 
feat  thither.  The  monks,  however,  held  their 
places,  though  they  were  very  uneafy  under  his 
government;  and  were  at  length  expelled,  and 
canons  put  in  their  roorp;  but  Pope  Innocent 
turned  them  out,  and  replaced  the  monks,  who  ^ 
obtained  feveral  letters  of  protedlion  from  the 
kings  and  pop^s,  with  new  additions  to  their 
former  revenues.  The  priors  had  a  feat  in  par-  . 
liament ;  and  the  monaftry  continued  in  a  flourifh- 
ing  condition  till  the  diflblution  of  religious 
houfes^  when  its  revenues  were  valued  at  73 2I.  ^ 
year. 

In  this  city  was  an  ancient  college  or  hofpital, 
confifting  of  a  matter  or  warden,  and  feveral 
brothers  .and  fifters,  founded  in  the  beginning  of 
the  reign  of  Henry  the  Second,  chiefly  at  the 
cxpence  of  Edmund,  archdeacon  of  Coventry; 
alfo  an  hofpital,  founded  in  the  reign  of  Henry. 

H3  the 
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the  Second,  and  dedicated  to  St.  Mary  Magdalen, 
by  Sir  Hugh  Kcvelioke ;  bcfides  which,  there  was 
a  houfe  of  Grey  friars  before  the  year  1234. 
Thefe  friars  ufed  to  exhibit  pageants  on  Corpus 
Chrifti  day,  and  performed  what  were  called 
Coventry  fports ;  which  brought  a  great  concourfc 
of  people  to  the  city.  This  houfc  having  no 
endowment,  the  monks  fubfifted  entirely  upon 
alms.  It  flood  till  the  general  diifolution,  when 
the  houfe  was  granted  to  the  mayor,  bailiffs,  and 
commonalty  of  the  city ;  and  though  the  church 
is  demolilhed,  the  fteeple  is  ftill  (landing.  A 
houfe  of  Carmelite  friars  was  alfo  founded  here,  in 
1342,  by  Sir  John  Poultney,  knt.  who  had  been 
four  times  lord-mayor  of  London ;  which,  at  the 
diifolution,  had  a  revenue  of  7I.  13s.  8d.  per 
annum. 

This  city,  which  was  made  a  mayor-town  by 
Edward  III.  and  a  county  of  itfelf  by  Henry  VI. 
having  returned  to  the  four  firft  parliaments  of 
Edward  I.  intermitted  fending  members,  except 
8  Edw.  11.  and  20,  25,  Edw.  III.  till  31  Hen.  VI. 

Corporation". 

By  charter  of  James  I.  it  is  governed  by  a 
mayor,  •  recorder,    two    iheriffs,    ten   aldermen, 

thirty- 
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thirty-one  fuperior,  and  twenty-five  inferior  com- 
mon-councilmen. 

Right  of  Election. 

1 701,  February  24.  The  freemen  of  Coventry 
receiving  alms  or  charity,  have  no  right  to  vote. 

1708,  March  i.  Is  in  fuch  perfons  who  have 
ferved  apprenticelhips  for  feven  years  within  the 
city,  to  one  and  the  fame  trade,  not  receiving 
alms  or  conftant  charities. 


N 


Perlbns  receiving  Sir  Thomas  Whitens  gift,  arc 
thereby  difabled  from  giving  their  votes. 

It  paired  in  the  negative. 


1708,  March  3.  Perfons  receivmg  Mr.  Wheats 
ley's  gift  not  difabled. 

171 1,  March  13.  The  members  of  the  Ful- 
lers company  have  a  right  to  vote,  being  freemen, 
and  not  receiving  alms  or  weekly  charity ;  and  all 
fuch  freemen  as  do  not  receive  alms,  and  have 
ferved  feven  years  apprenticelhip  in  the  city  or 
fuburbs^  who  do  not  receive  alms  or  weekly  charity. 
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1722,  November  20.  In  fuch  freemen  as  have 
ferved  feven  years  apprenticeihip  to  one  and  the 
fame  trade,  in  the  fame  city  or  the  fuburbs 
thereof^  and  do  not  receive  alms  or  weekly  cha- 
rity; fuch  freemen  being  duly  fworn  and  en- 
rolled. 

Number  of  Voters, 
Two  thoufand  four  hundred. 

Returning  Officers. 
The  IherifFs. 


WESTMORELAND. 

Political  Character. 

THIS  fmall  county  is  as  much  under  the 
command  of  an  individual,  as  the  moft 
rotten  borough  in  the  kingdom.  The  great  eftates 
which  the  Earl  of  Lonfdale  pofleffes,  are  fuffi- 
cient  to  procure  a  paflive  obedience  to  the  difta- 
torial  authority  of  his  lordfhip.  The  moft  fpi- 
rited  efforts  of  the  few  independent  freeholders 

in 
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in  fupport  of  their  rights,  would  here  be  inefii- 
cient;  nor  can  any  oppofition  to  the  above  noble- 
man's nomination  of  members  to  reprefent  it  in ' 
parliament,  be  produdive  even  of  a  probability  of 
fuccefs. 

Ancient  State, 

This  county  takes  its  name  from  the  nature  of 
the  foil,  which  is  generally  a  moor  or  barren  heathy 
and,  from  its  fituation  with  refpect  to  another 
tradl  of  mountains,  is  fometimes  called  the  Englilh 
Appennine.  It  is  bounded  on  the  north,  by  Cum- 
berland ;  north-eaft,  by  the  bilhopric  of  Durham ; 
eaft,  by  Yorklhire ;  fouth,  by  Lancafhire ;  and  on 
the  weft,  by  part  of  Lancafhire  and  Cumberland ; 
extending  about  fixty  miles  in  length,  forty  in 
breadth,  and  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  in  cir- 
cumference. 

Weftmoreland  is  one  of  the  counties  which,  in 
the  time  of  the  Romans,  was  inhabited  by  a  tribe 
of  ancient  Britons,  called  the  Brigantes,  and  con- 
tains the  traces  of  two  Roman  military  ways, 
upon  one  of  which  feveral  relics  of  very  remote 
antiquity  have  been  difcovercd. 


In 
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In  the  time  of  the  Saxons^  this  county  wasfub- 
jcd  to  the  kings  of  the  Northumbers,  in  which 
early  times  the  mountains  in  the  fouthem  part 
were  of  great  ufe,  in  reftraining  the  inroads  of  the 
the  Scots  and  Fl£ts ;  and  the  inhabitants,  being 
hardened  and  inured  to  war  by  their  conflant 
alarms,  and  frequent  fldrmifhes  with  their  northern 
enemies,  were  coniidered  as  a  kind  of  foldiers. 

In  the  reign  of  William  J.  this  county  feems  to 
have  been  overlooked,  either  on  account  of  its 
apparent  barrennefs,  or  its  rcmotenefs  from  the 
capital ;  for  the  lands  were  not  difpofed  of  till  the 
reign  of  King  John,  who,  to  reward  the  great  fer- 
vices  of  Robert  de  Vipont,  who  had  been  with 
him  at  the  battle  of  Mirabel,  where  he  gained  a 
complete  vidory  over  the  French,  granted  him  the 
caftles  of  Battle  and  ^Brough,  together  with  the 
whole  bailiwick  of  Weftmoreland. 

This  county  confifts  of  two  divilions  ;  the  ba- 
rony of  Weftmoreland,  fometimes  called  the  Bot- 
tom^ and  the  barony  of  Kendal.  The  barony  of 
Weftmoreland,  which  includes  the  north  part  of 
the  county,  is  an  open,  champaign  country,  twenty 
mUes  long  and  fourteen  broad,  confifting  of  arable 

and 
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and  pafture  land.  The  barony  of  Kendal,  which 
is  fo  called  from  the  town  of  that  name,  compre- 
hends the  fouth  part  of  that  county»  and  is  very 
mountainous:  it  has,  however,  fruitful  vallies; 
and  even  many  of  the  mountains  yield  pafture  for 
flieep  and  cattle,  while  others  are  not  only  barrei^» 
but  feem  formed  of  rocks,  thrown  together  by  the 
hand  ofdifcord,  and  frightful  deferts,  laidwaftc 
by  the  piercing  ftorms  of  the  north. 

With  refpedl  to  the  civil  and  ccclefiaftical  divi- 
iions,  each  of  them  are  divided  into  two  Wi;rd5,  and 
each  ward  into  cbnftablewicks,  the  number  of 
which  docs  not  appear.  It  is  remarkable,  that  it 
was  never  divided,  either  into  hundreds,  wapen- 
takes, or  rapes,  like  other  counties ;  the  reafon  of 
which  is  fuppofed  to  be,  becaufe  the  inhabitants 
paid  no  fubfidies,  they  having  been  thought  fuffi- 
ciently  charged,  in  being  obliged  to  defend  that 
part  of  the  kingdom  againft  the  Scots.  It  is 
feated  in  the  province  of  York  :  that  part  which 
is  called  the  barony  of  Weftmoreland,  is  compre- 
hended in  the  diocefe  of  Carlifle  ;  and  the  other 
part,  called  the  barony  of  Kendal,  in  the  diocefe 
of  Chefter ;  both  baronies  containing  thirty-two 
large  parifties.     It  has  no  city,  and  only  contains 

eight 
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eight  market-towns,  viz.  Amblcfidc,  Appleby, 
Brough,  Burton,  Kendal,  Kirkby-Lonfdale,  Kirk- 
by-Stcven,  and  Orton.  It  fends  only  four  mcni- 
bers  to  parliament,  two  knights  of  the  (bird  for 
the  county,  and  two  burgefles  for  the  borough  of 
Appleby. 


APPLEBY. 

* 

Political  Character. 

The  right  of  voting  in  this  borough,  although 
there  is  no  fpccial  refolution  of  the  houfe  of  com- 
inons  concerning  it,  is  admitted  to  be  in  burgage 
tenure.  Thefe  burgage-holds  are  now  the  pro- 
perty of  the  Earl  of  Lonfdale  and  the  Earl  of 
Thanet.  Hog-fties  have  been  deemed  freeholds 
here,  and  purchafed  by  the  Thanet  and  Lonfdale 
families,  at  a  price  exceeding  all  belief.  The 
contention  between  thefe  two  families  has  given 
the  borough  its  only  confequence  ;  but  they  have 
now  agreed,  that  each  fliall  fend  one  member. 
The  eledlion  of  this  place,  therefore,  fit  down 
quietly,  to  be  reprefcnted  by  a  hog  or  a  horfe,  as 
Its  noble  proprietors  fhall  think  moft  proper. 

Ancjent 
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Ancient  State. 

Appleby,  which  is  pleafantly  fituatcd  on  the 
north  bank  of  the  rivef  Eden,  by  which  it  is 
almoft  furrounded,  is  a  place  of  great  antiquity, 
and  fuppofed,  by  Horfley,  to  be  the  Roman 
town,  called  Galacum ;  though  that  ftation  has, 
fince  Camden's  time,  been  generally  placed  at 
Kirby-Thure :  but  that  Appleby  was  the  Galacum 
of  the  Romans,  appears  from  its  lituation,  being 
more  agreeable  to  the  diftance  mentioned  in  the 
Itinerary.  Some  fuppofe  it  to  have  been  AbaU 
laba,  one  of  the  ftations  by  the  line  of  the  Val- 
lum, mentioned  in  the  Notitia :  but  Horfley  has 
plainly  proved,  that  this  ftation  was  nearer  the 
M'all ;  and,  as  for  the  ftation  at  Kirby-Thure,  he 
has  fliown  it  to  be  the  Brovonacse  of  the  Romans. 
In  more  -modern  times  here  was  a  houfe  of 
White  friars,  faid  to  be  founded  by  Lord  Vcfey, 
Lord  Percy,  and  the  Lord  Clifford,  in  the  year 
1281. 

Appleby,  which  is  the  county  town,  is  fuppofed 
formerly  to  have  had  ftierifFs  of  its  own,  and  to 
have  been  a  county  of  itfelf.  King  Henry  L 
gave  it  privileges  equal  to  thofe  of  the  city  of 

York, 


York,  which  were  confirmed  by  Henry  II. 
Henry  III.  and  other  fucceeding  kings.  It  i» 
now,  however,  greatly  gone  to  decay,  confifting 
only  of  one  broad  ftreet ;  at  one  end  of  which 
IS  a  caftle,  fortified  by  the  river,  and  by  large 
trenches,  where  the  river  does  not  furround  it. 
This  caftle  was  given  by  king  John  to  John  de 
Vipont,  or  de  Veteriponte,  as  a  reward  for  his 
good  fervices.  It  reirtiained  in  this  family  till 
the  reign  of  King  Henry  III.  when,  Robert  de 
Vipont,  joining,  in  a  rebellion  with  Montfert, 
carl  of  Leicefter,  was  flain  in  the  battle  of  Evc- 
fliam ;  and  his  eftate  being  feized,  was  given  to 
Roger  Clifford,  and  Rogpr  de  Leybourne,  who 
liad  married  his  daughters.  Upon  the  divifion 
of  the  Vipont*s  eftate,  this  barony  fell  to  the 
Cliffords,  afterwards  earls  of  Cumberland,  the 
anceftors  by  the  mother's  fide  of  the  earls  of 
Thanet,  in  whofe  family  it  ftill  remains.  Part  of 
it  is  at  prefent  ufed  as  a  common  jail  for  maie- 
iadlors. 

« 

Appleby  fuffered  greatly  in  the  wars  between 
England  and  Scotland.  In  the  reigns  of  Henry  II. 
and  Richard  IL  it  was  burnt  to  the  ground  ;  and 
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1598  it  was  depopulated  by  the  plague ;  from 
which  defolations  it  never  fully  recovered. 

This  borough,  which  was  then  a  mayor-town^ 
fent  members  anno  43  Edw.  I. 

Corporation. 

It  is  governed  by  a  mayor,  recorder,  twelve 
aldermen,  two  bailiffs,  and  fixteen  capital  bur- 

gefles. 

Right  of  Election. 
Is  in  the  burgage  holders. 

Number  op  Voters. 

Nominally,  in  about  one  hundred  burgage 
tenures,  which  are  now  the  property  of  two  in- 
dividuals. 

Returning  Officer. 
The  mayor. 

% 

Patrons. 

The  Earl  of  Thanet  and  the  Earl  of  Lonf- 
dale. 
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WILTSHIRE. 

Political   Character. 

npHIS  county  poffeffes  all  that  fpirit  of  indc- 
•*•  pendence  for  which  the  neighbouring 
county  of  Somerfet  is  fo  remarkably  eminent. 
The  freeholders  and  yeomen  are  as  independent 
iri  their  minds  as  in  their  fortunes  j  and  a  com- 
bination of  thofe,  who  call  themfclves  the  great 
men  of  the  county,  to  deprive  them  of  their  con- 
ftitutional  privilegos  of  eledting  their  own  repre- 
fentatives,  will  only  tend  to  expofe  the  inability 
and  arbitrary  principles  of  the  one  party,  and  the 
manly  exertions  and  ability  of  the  other,  when 
exercifed  in  fupporting  their  rights.  About 
twenty  years  ago,  Mr.  Herbert,  now  Lord  Port- 
chefter,  was  propofed  as  one  of  the  candidates 
to  reprefent  this  county  in  parliament ;  in  which 
he  was  fupported  by  the  whole  ariftocracy  in 
it.  The  independent  freeholders  could  not  help 
feeling  an  honourable  refentment  at  fuch  an 
arbitrary  meafure,  the  intention  of  whigh  was 
to   render  their  fuffrages   of    no  efFedt  ;    they 

therefore 
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therefore  immediately  oppofed  to  that  candidate 
Ambrofe  Goddard,  efq.  one  of  their  own  body  5 
and,  after  a  poll  of  feveral  days,  vidlory  was  de- 
clared for  them  in  his  favour.  They  have  alfo 
fliewn  themfelves  zealous  in  the  fupport  of  a 
parliamentary  reform.  In  1780  committees  were 
eftabliflied  in  feveral  counties  for  the  purpofe 
of  obtaining  this  defir^ble  objed ;  and  fome  of 
the  greateft  characters  for  integrity  and  ability 
were  engaged  in  it ;  among  whom  were  the  Earl 
pf  Abingdon,  the  Right  Hon.  Charles  James 
fox,  and  the  Marquis  of  Lanfdown,  then  Earl  of 

» 

Shelburne;  who,  being  prevented  by  illnef? 
from  attending  a  meeting  of  the  county,  convened 
gt  the  Devizes  on  the  29th  day  of  March  in  that 
year,  delivered  his  fentiments  upon  the  fubjedt 
in  the  following  letter : 

March  26,  1780. 
^«  S I  R, 

**  I  am  very  much  mortified,  that  it  is  not  in 
my  power  to  perform  a  duty  I  feel  fo  very 
agreeable  and  honourable,  as  that  of  attending 
the  committee  of  correfpondence  and  aflbciation 
at  Devizes,  on  Tuefday  next,  and  the  meeting  of 

Vol.  III.  I  the 
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the  county,  which  is  to  be  held  the  fubfequcnt 
day. 

«*  The  early  negative  put  upon  the  enquiry 
into  the  public  expenditure  in  the  houfe  of  lords ; 
the  refufal  of  any  account  of  places  and  penfions 
held  by  members  of  that  houfe ;  the  violence  done 
to  the  conftitution  by  the  arbitrary  removal  of 
the  Earl  of  Pembroke  from  the  lord-lieutenanrcy 
of  our  county  (an  office  which  his  anceftors  have 
fo  long  and  fo  honourably  held,  I  believe,  from 
its  firft  inftitution)  for  no  other  poffible  caufe, 
but  for  having  voted  as  a  free  man  upon  a  public 
queftion ;  as  well  as  by  that  of  the  Marquis  of 
Caermarthcn  from  the  lord-lieu tcnantcy  of  the 
eaft  riding  of  Yorklhire. 

*'  And  in  the  houfe  of  commons,  the  proceed- 
ing to  lay  new  burdens,  without  taking  anyt 
much  Icfs  effeSiual  economical  meafures,  in  diredt 
oppofition  to  the  prayer  of  our  petition,  as  well 
as  thofe  of  other  counties  ;  the  number  of  taxes 
propofed  to  be  fuperadded,  feme  bearing  very 
hard  upon  our  county  in  particular,  namely, 
that  which  regards  the  private  brewery ;  befides 
the  addition  made  to  the  fevered  of  all  duties, 

that 
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that  on  fait ;  ivhen  it  is  certain  that  triple  the 
fum  might  have  been,  and  may  ftill  be  produced 
from  the  fuppreflion  of  unneceflary  offices,  favings 
in  the  mode  of  expenditure,  and  other  econo- 
mical reforms,  which  require  only  integrity  to 
accompiiih  |.  the  difficulties  which  have  been 
thrown  in  the  way  of  a  very  able  plan  of  reform 
now  before  the  houfe ;  no  inquiry  made  into 
exorbitant  contradts ;  accomptants  fuffi^red  to 
remain  with  large  balances  at  their  own  difpofal ; 
the  mealure  for  a  commiffion  of  accounts  taken 
out  of  independent  and  difinterefled  hands,  and 
affiimcd  by  the  authors  of  our  diflrefs,  in  fuch  a 
manner,  as  to  mock  every  idea  of  parliamentary 
independence,  or  popular  inquiry ;  no  expedlation 
offisred  by  the  minifter,  except  a  poffible  rever- 
fionary  redudtion  of  thofe  places  which  do  not 
contribute  to  the  influence  of  the  crown,  in  an- 
fwer  to  the  petitions  deiiring  an  abolition  of 
thofe  that  do ;  and,  withal,  a  pofition  laid  down 
as  fundamental,  by  the  fupporters  of  the  court 
and  minifters  in  both  houfes,  that  the  influence 
of  the  crown  is  not  dangerous  to  the  conflitution, 
and  is  not  increafed,  in  contradidtion  to  the 
evidence  of  all  our  fenfes. 

I  2  «  Thcfc 


'*  Thcfe  fafts,  I  apprehend,  csm  leave  little 
doubt  with  any  freeholder,  who  approved  of  the 
former  meeting,  of  the  neceflity  of  immediately 
aflbciating  for  the  accomplifliment  of  thofc  in- 
difpenfible  objedts,  dated  in  Our  petition,  in 
^s  llrdng  terms  as  conflituttonal  language  can 
di<flate^ 

*'  But  I  am  fenfible  that  it  muft  occur  to  our 
toun^y,  as  it  has  already  done  to  others,  to  con- 
iider  what  ftcps  can  be  taken  to  obtain  that  re- 
form, of  which  our  prefent  parliament  gives  fo 
little  hope,  ading  even  under  all  its  prefent  cir- 
cumftances  ;  or  what  fecurity  can  be  had  for  pre- 
ferving  in  future  what  we  may  have  the  gooi 
fortune  to  obtain  in  this  moment  of  exigence* 
It  gives  me  great  fatisfaftron  to  find,  that  it  has 
occurred  to  none  to  have  recourfc  to  other  means 
than  thofe  purely  civil,  as  well  as  ftridly  confti- 
tutional.     Though  no  one  feels  with  more  con- 
cern the  abufes  which  have  taken  place  in  the 
militia,  and  particularly  the  departure  from  the 
ancient,  true,  fundamental,  and,  till  of  late  years, 
invariable   militia   principles,  of  keeping   them 
within  their  counties,   except  in  cafe  of  acftual 
invafion   (their  prefent  diftant  and  unneceflary 

removals 
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removals  ferving  only  tp  affimilate  them  to  the 
(landing'  army,  in  principle  and  in  habits,  not 
in  difcipline),  I  dill  have  that  confidence  in  our 
army  as  well  as  militia,  as  at  prefent  conftituted, 
that  I  hope  neither  are  yet  fo  eftranged  from  a 
love  of  the  conftitution,  as  to  give  any  juft  appre-* 
heniion  of  danger* 

"  Two  meafures  have  offered  themfelves  for 
conlideration,  which,  inafmuch  as  they  affedl  the 
houfe  of  commons,  merely,  come  unqueftionably 
within  the  province  of  our  county  meeting,  and 
cannot  by  any  mifreprefentation  be  conftrued  to 
arife  from  improper  motives :  the  one  is,  to 
ihorten  the  duration  of  parliaments ;  the  other, 
to  equalize  the  reprefentation,  which,  at  prefent, 
confefledly  bears  no  proportion,  either  to  the 
number  of  people,  the  quantum  of  property,  or 
the  proportion  of  public  contribution ;  nor  does 
it  hold  to  any  rank  or  defcription  whatever  5 
but  is  the  mere  child  of  accident  or  intrigue. 

"  The  people  of  England,'!  conceive,  have, 
and  always  had,  a  clear,  unalienable,  and  inde- 
fcafible  right,  both  to  the  one  and  the  other,  in 
their  fulleft  extent,  upon  a  ftronger  ground  than 

I  3  that 
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that  of  any  ad  or  adls  of  parliament.  That  **  the 
houfe  of  commons  muft  be  free  in  every  circum- 
ftance  of  its  conllitution/'  is  the  foundation-ftonc 
of  our  government.  The  fame  right  which  the 
people  had  formerly,  and,  through  the  bleffing 
of  God,  exerted  fo  happily  for  us,  their  pofterity, 
to  have  parliaments  frequently  bolden,  when  they 
were  aggrieved  by  the  crown's  withholding  them, 
now  goes  to  have  them  frequent^  and  equally 
thojen,  when  it  appears^  through  the  length  of 
the  duration,  and  the  inequality  of  the  repre- 
fentation,  that  they  are  dill  more  aggrieved  than 
they  were  formerly,  by  the  total  want  of  them  ; 
and,  if  this  fhould  appear  to  be  the  fenfc  of  a  fair 

• 

majority  of  the  people,  colleded  together,  either 
in  county-meetings,  or  in  any  other  conftitutional 
mode,  there  can  be  no  doubt,  but  that  proper 
laws  will  b^  immediately  enacfled  to  reftore  the 
conftitution  to  its  firft  principles  in  thefe  parti- 
culars :  for  it  is  not  to  be  jprefumed,  that  the 
prefent  defective  reprefentation  would  venture  to 
oppofc  the  manifeft  fenfe  of  thofe  from  whom 
they  derive  all  their  authority;  much  kfs  that 
the  houfe  of  lords,  conftituted  as  it  is,  or  the 
crown,  could  be  fo  ill-advifed,  as  to  deny  their 
concurrence  and  aflent  to  fo  falutary  a  reform, 

in 
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a  part  of  the  conftitution  whi<;h  more  particu- 
lar/   belongs  to  the  democracy. — Thefe  prin- 
ciples are  fo  unalterably  engraven  in  my  mind» 
that  I  fhoyld  hold  myfelf  criminal  in  the  fup- 
prefliQn    of   them,   when  called    for.      It   will 
be  for  the  county  to  judge,  whether  they  will 
proceed  to  declaratory  refolutions  on  the  fubjeci 
of  them,  and  then  wait  till  the  fenfe  of  the  reft  of 
the  kingdom  is  fo  far  known ;  or  whether  they 
will  be  contented  finally,  without  puftiing  the 
right  of  the  people  to  its  utmoft  extent,  by  in- 
fifting  on  an  annual  eledion,  and  a  total  change 
of  the  reprefentation.     There  are  men,  of  whofe 
integrity  there  is  but  one  voice,  and  whofe  judg^ 
ment  deferves  every  attention  throughout  Eng- 
land, who  forefee  more  inconvenience  than  I 
confefs  I  do  in  the  whole  extent  of  thefe  propo- 
fitions.  Befides,  the  confequences  of  great  changes 
have  been,  in  all  times,  fo  uncertain,  that  it  may 
be  moft  prudent  to  avoid  them ;  elpecially  as,  in 
the  prefent  inftance,  I  am  free  to  own,  that,  fo 
far  as  I  am  capable  of  judging,  cwtrj  end  may 
be  obtained  by  the  repeal  of  the  leptennial  ad, 
and  a  rcafonable  addition  of  county  members^ 
chofen  -by  diftrids,  or  under  fome  regulation, 
i;i'hich  might  preclude  all  unnccci&ry  expencc* 

1 4  But 
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But  I  ftiall  rnoft  willingly  fubfcribe  to  the  difcre-« 
tion  and  wifdom  of  the  meeting,  in  this  and  every 
other  confideration  of  expediency ;  and  I  dare 
rely  upon  the  gcnerofity  and  candour  of  the 
county  and  committee,  that  they  will  put  a  juft 
interpretation  upon  the  liberty  I  take,  meaning 
to  aflume  no  more  than  what  might  become  any 
other  freeholder ;  fubmitting  my  unreferved  fen- 
timents,  in  time  of  diftrefs,  to  their  better  judg- 
ment, as  I  cannot  have  the  honour  of  attending 
in  perfon,  when  I  might  explain  myfelf  more 
particularly  upon  each  part,  as  occafion  might 
require.  I  have  nothing  fo  much  as  heart  as  to 
prove  the  fmcerity  and  confiftency  of  my  condudt 
upon  all  occafions,  but  mod  of  all  in  the  county 
of  my  refidence,  and  among  a  neighbourhood 
whofe  good  opinion  muft  in  the  end  make  the 
comfort  and  honour  of  my  life. 

'*  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  great  refpedt 
and  confideration, 

''SIR, 

*'  Your  mod  obedient 

"  And  humble  fervant, 
«  SHELBURNE/* 

^0  John  Audry,  EJq. 
Chairman  of  the  IViltJhire  Committee. 

Ancient 
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Ai^ciENT  State* 

This  county,  which,  in  the  time  of  the  Saxon 
heptarchy,  conftituted  a  part  of  the  kingdom  of 
Weflex,  derived  its  name  fr6m  Wilton,  formerly 
the  principal  town :  it  is  included  in  the  weftcrn 
circuit,  being  in  the  province  of  Canterbury,  and 
diocefc  of  Salilbury.  It  is  bounded  on  the  north 
and  north-well  by  Gloucefterftiire ;  north-eaft^ 
by  Berkfliirc ;  eaft  and  fouth-eaft,  by  Hamplhire  i 
fouth,  by  Dorfetfhire ;  and  on  the  weft,  by  So* 
merfetlhire ;  extending  fifty- four  miles  in  lengthy 
thirty-eight  in  breadth,  and  upwards  of  one  hun- 
'  dred  and  forty-two  in  circumference.  - 

In  the  time  of  the  Romans  it  was,  according 
to  Camden,  inhabited  by  the  Bclgag  and  Cangi. 
It  is  called,  by  ancient  writers,  Severnia,  and 
Provincia  Scverorum,  from  Severia,  one  of  the 
ancient  names  of  Old  Sarum,  There  w^ere  for-* 
merly  in  this  county  three  Roman  ways  ;  the 
two  firft  of  which  were  called,  by  the  Normans^ 
the  Chemini  Majores  of  the  Romans,  becaufe 
they  travf  rfed  the  ifland  from  fea  to  fea. 

A  ditch,  called  Wanfdyke,  is  a  famous  boun- 
dary, croffing  the  county  from  weft  to  eaft,  which 

divided 
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divides  the  fouthcrn  from  the  northern  part.  It 
is  generally  thought  to  be  a  corruption  or  con- 
tnuflion  of  the  Saxon  name  Wodeilefdic;  Woden's 
ditch,  Woden  being  a  Saxon  deity,  fuppofed  to 
be  the  fame  with  Mercury ;  but  the  common 
people  have  entertained  a  ridiculous  opinion,  that 
this  ditch  was  cut  j^y  the  devil  on  a  Wednefday. 
Antic[uarians  make  it  a  boundary  between  the 
Weft  Savons  and  Mercians ;  but  others  iay»  it  was 
cut  long  before  the  Mercian  kingdom  was  fettled ; 
which  opinion  is  fupported  by  William  de  Malmf- 
bury,  who  fays,  that  in  the  year  5  90  the  Saxons 
were  routed  by  the  Britons  at  Woden's  dyke.  Dr. 
Stukeley  fuppofes  it  to  be  older  than  the  Roman 
fettlcment  here;  becaufe,  as  the  laft-mentioned 
gentleman  obfervcs,  where  the  Roman  road  runs 
acrofs  Wilcftiire^  the  rampart  of  this  ditch  is 
levelled,  in  order  to  make  a  paflage  for  it. 

This  county,  whiv^  confifts  of  two  parts, 
north  and  fouth,  is  divided  into  twenty-nine 
hundreds,  containing  three  hundred  and  four, 
parifties,  the  city  of  Salilbury,  and  twenty-three 
market-towns.  It  fends  thirty-four  members  to 
parliament,  viz.  two  'knights  of  the  Ihire,  two 
citizens  for  Salifbury,  and  two  burgeflcs  for  each 

of 
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of  the  following  places  5  Chippenham,  Calne, 
Cricklade,  Devizes,  Heytelbury,  Hindon,  Down* 
ton.  Great  Bedwin,  Marlborough,  Malmelbury, 
Ludgerftiall,  Weftbury,  Wilton,  Wotton  Baflet, 
and  Old  Sarum. 

The  moft  remarkable  part  of  South  Wiltfhire 
is  that  extenfive  place  called  Salifbury  Plain ;  and 
that  noble  and  ancient  monument  of  antiquity^ 
called  Stonehenge.  It  alfo  contains  a  great  number 
of  Roman^  Saxon^  Britifh,  and  Dani0i  encamp- 
fnents. 


SALISBURY. 

Political  Character. 

IT  is  equal  in  population  to  Wincheftcr;  but, 
like  that  city,  Bath,  Portfmouth,  Plymouth, 
Andover,  Poole,  Tiverton,  Banbury,  and  many 
other  large  towns,  has  no  (hare  in  eleding  the 
democratic  branch  of  the  legiflature,  but  what 
is  exercifed  by  its  corporation,  confiding  of  a 
mayor,  twenty-three  aldermen,  and  thirty  com- 
mon-council.    This  exclufion  from  conftitutional 

rights 
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rights,  places  the  inhabitants  of  thcfe  towns.  In 
common  with  ail  the  unreprefented  part  of  the 
kingdom,  in  a  fituation.  not  to  be  envied  by  the 
fubjedls  of  any  other  nation.  If  freedom  con- 
fifts  in  elcding  our  own  legiflators,  and  in  dele-.^ 
gating  to  them  the  authority  by  which  we  arc 
to  be  governed,  thofe  perfons  who  are  not  allowed 
the  exercife  of  this  privilege,  tafte  as  little  of 
the  fweets.of  liberty,  as  where  the  will  of  man- 
kind is  fubjedl  to  an  abfolute  monarchy  or  an 
unlimited  ariftocracy. 

The  Earl  of  Radnor,  who  is  recorder  of  this 
city,  has  the  principal  intereft  wath  the  corpo- 
ration, who  ufually  cledl  one  of  his  lordfhip's 
relations  for  their  reprefentative. 

.  Ancient  State. 

Salifbury,  or  New  Sarum,  which  derives  its 
name,  as  well  as  origin,  from  Old  Sarum,  was 
by  the  ancient  Romans  called  Sorbiodunum;  and 
the  Saxons,  Searyfbrig.  It  is  fituated  in  a  valley, 
watered  by  the  Upper  Avon,  at  the  diftance  of 
eighty-three  miles  from  London. ' 

This  city  is  famous  for  the  antiquity  and  gran- 
deur of  its  cathedral,  which  was  finiftied  in  the 

year 
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yeiiri2^i,  at  anexpence  of  upwards  of  l6,oooU 
and  is  reckoned  one  of  the  moft  regular  and  ele** 
gant  gothic  Ilrudures  in  the  kingdom.  It  is 
built  in  the  form  of  a  crofs^  and  the  fpire,  which 
is  confidered  as  the  higheft  in  England,  rifes 
four  hundred  and  ten  feet  from  the  ground. 
The  inclofure  of  this  cathedral  is  encompalTed 
with  the  houfes  of  the  canons  and  the  preben- 
daries»  which,  being  generally  of  free-ftone,  make 
the  beft  appearance  of  any  in  the  city.  It  main- 
tains a  bifhop,  dean,  precentor,  chancellor,  three 
archdeacons,  a  fubdean,  fubchahter,  forty-five 
prebendaries,  fix  vicars  or  petty  canons,  fix  fing- 
ing  men,  eight  chorifters,  an  organift,  and  other 
officers.  The  revenues  .  of  the  biftiopric  were 
Valued,  at  the  fuppreffion,  at  1507I.  14s.  6d.  and 
thofe  of  the  chapter  at  721I.  i8s-  id.  Befides 
which,  there  aire  three  other  churches,  dedicated 
to  St.  Martin,  St.  Thomas,  and  St.  Edmund. 

In  the  times  of  popery  there  were  fcveral  other 
religious  foundations ;  particularly  the  church  of 
St.  Edmund,  which  was,  before  the  year  1 2  70,  made 
collegiate  for  a  provoft  and  twelve  fecular  canons, 
by  Walter  de  Willey,  bifliop  of  Salilbury.  The 
revenue  of  this  college  was  valued,  at  the  diflblu- 

tion 
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tion,  at  102K  5s.  lod.  per  annum.  A  college 
founded  by  Egidi  de  Bridport,  bilhop  of  Salif^ 
bury,  and  dedicated  to  St.  Nicholas,  which,  near 
the  time  of  the  fuppreffion,  confifted  of  d  warden, 
four  fellows,  and  two  chaplains;  a  priory  for 
Dominicans,  or  Black  friars,  founded  by  Ed- 
ward I ;  a  college  dedicated  to  St.  Edith ;  a 
priory  of  Francifcans,  or  Grey  friars;  and  an 
hofpital  near  the  city,  founded  hy  Richard  Poor^ 
bifhop  of  Salifbury,  in  the  year  1382,  which  at 
the  diiTolution  had  a  revenue  valued  at  251.  a 
year. 

This  city  fent  members  anno  23  Edw»  I. 

Corporation. 

It  was  firft  incorporated  by  King  Henry  III. 
and  afterwards  by  Queen  Anne,  and  confifts  of  a 
mayor,  recorder,  twenty-three  aldermen,  and 
thirty  common-councilmen. 

Right  of  Election. 

1689,  April  I.  Is  in  the  mayor  and  corpora- 
tion» 

Number  of  Voters. 
Fifty-four. 


Patron. 
Earl  of  Radnor,  partially. 
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WILTON. 

PotiTiCAL  Character. 

THIS  borough,  on  account  of  its  vicinity  to 
the  feat  of  the  Earl  of  Pembroke,  is  entirely  under 
his  lordftiip's  influence.  The  right  of  eledtion  is 
in  the  corporation,  confiding  of  a  mayor,  re- 
corder, five  aldermen,  three  capital  burgeflcs, 
and  eleven  common-councilmen.  Thefe  are  all 
in  the  intereft  of  his  lordftiip  ;  an  oppofition  to 
^vhich  would  be  attended  only  with  expence;  fo  that 
his  nomination  of  the  members  to  reprefent  it  in 
parliament  is  final  and  commanding. 

Ancient  State. 

Wilton,  which  is  a  very  ancient  town,  appears 
to  have  been  called  EUandunum,  but  afterwards 
took  the  name  of  Wilton,  from  its  being  feated  on 
the, bank  of  the  river  Willey.  Here  Egbert, 
king  of  the  Weft-Saxons,  fought  a  battle  with 
Beorwolf,  King  of  the  Mercians,  in  the  year  821, 
when  Egbert,  gaining  the  viAory,  was  never  after 
moleftcd  by  the  Mercians.  Here  alfo  King 
Alfred,  in  the  year  871,  fought  the  Danes;  and 
though  in  the  beginning  he  had  the  advantage,  in 

the 
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the  end  he  was  driven  out  of  the  field.  The  loii 
of  the  Danes,  however,  was  fo  great,  th^t  they 
petitioned  for  a  truce,  and  promifed  to  depart  the 
kingdom.  During  the  government  of  the  reft  of 
the  Saxon  kings,  this  town  was  very  populous  an4 
extremely  flouriftiing, 

Wulfton,  earl  or  duke  of  Wiltfhire,  built  a 
fmall  monaftry  here,  and  i:epaired  an  ancient 
church,  dedicated  to  St.  Mary,  together  with  a 
chantry,  in  which  he  placed  a  college  of  priefts, 
about  the  year  1773;  but  in  the  year  8co, 
Alburga,  his  widow,  converted  this  college  into 
a  nunnery.  In  871,  King  Alfred,  having  built  a 
new  nunnery  here,  removed  hither  the  nuns  of 
St.  Mary,  who  were  twenty-fix  in  number.  This 
new  nunnery,  which  was  of  the  Benedidine  order, 
was  at  firft  dedicated  to  St.  Mary  and  St.  Bartho-* 
lomew,  but  afterwards  to  St.  Edhh;  and  at  the 
diffi)lution  was  endowed,  according  to  Dugdale, 
with  6oil.  IS.  id.  and,  according  to  Speed,  with 
about  652!^  per  annum.  Here  was  alfo  a  houfc 
of  Black  friars. 

The  county  courts  are  ufually  held  here,  and 
the  knights  of  the  fhire  chofen. 

This 


This  borough  fent  members  anno  23  Edward  I. 
tnd  has  countinued  to  do  fo,  hotwithftanding  it;^ 
decay  on  t^e  increafe  of  Salifbury. 

Corporation* 

By  charter  of  Henry  VIII.  it  confifts  of  a  mayor, 
recorder,  five  aldermen,  three  capital  burgefles, 
and  eleven  common-councilmen. 

Right  of  Election. 

1 702,  November  2  8.  The  eledlion  of  any  per- 
fon  to  be  a  burgefs  of  Wilton,  who  has  not  taken 
the  facrament  of  the  Lord's  fupper,  according  to 
the  rites  of  the  church  of  England,  within  one 
}rear  before  fuch  eledlion,  is  a  void  eledtion. 

1 710,  March  17.  Agreed  to  be  in  the  mayor 
and  burgeffes,  who  arc  to  do  all  corporate  adls, 
and  receive  the  facrament. 

Number  of  yoTBRSi 
Twenty-four. 

Returning  Officer. 

The  mayor. 

Patron. 

Earl  of  Pembroke. 
VouIII.  K  DOWNTON. 


I  JO  D  O  W  N  r  0  N. 

bOWNTON. 

•  t 

_  I 

Political  Character, 

THE  right  of  dedion  in  thii  borough  is  in  the 
burgage-holders.  The  tenures  which  give  this 
privilege,  arc  all  the  property  of  the  families  of 
the  Earl  of  Radnor,  or  of  Robert  Shaftoe,  efq.  be- 
tween whom  an  oppofition  has  fubfifted  for  many 
years. 

This  conteft  has  caufed  a  petition  to  parliament 
at  every  eledtion  fince  the  pafling  of  the  Grenville 
aft. 

The  firfl:  was  tried  in  1775,  in  which  Sir  Philip 
Hales,  and  John  Cooper,  efq.  were  petitioners 
on  the  Shaftoe  intercft,  againfl:  Thomas  Dun- 
combe,  efq.  and  Thomas  Dummcr,  efq.  fitting 
members  on  the  Radnor  intereft;  in  which  the 
Shaftoe  intereft  was  fuccefsful. 

The  fecond  was  tried  in  February  1780,  on  the 
petition  of  Robert  Shaftoe,  efq.  on  his  own  in- 
tereft, againft  the  Hon.  Bartholomew  Bouveric, 
on  that  of  his  brother,  the  Earl  of  Radnor ;  in 
which  Mr.  Shaftoe  was  fuccefsful. 

The 
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ThctWrd  was  tried  in  March  1 781,  in  which 
John  Saunders,  efq.  and  Alexander  Hume,  efq. 
were  petitioners,  and  Robert  Shaftoe,  efq.  and 
the  Hon,  Henry  Seymour  Conway,  efq.  were 
fitting  members ;  when  the  Shaftoe  intereft  was 
again  fuccefsful. 

The  fourth  was  tried  in  June  and  July  1784, 
when  there  was  a  double  return ;  Mr.  Shaftoe,  and 
the  Hon  .H.  S.  Conway,  upon  the  Shaftoe  intereft ; 
jind  the  Hon.  Edward  Bouverie,  and  the  prefent 
Sir  William  Scott,  on  the  Radnor  intereft  ;  when 
Mr.  Shaftoe  was  declared  duly  eleded,  .and  the 
dcdtion  void  with  refped  to  a  fecond  member. 

The  fifth  petition  was  in  confequence  of  the 
above  vacancy,  when  a  double  return  again  took 
place  :  the  Hon.  E.  Bouverie.  in  the  Radnor  in- 
tereft, and  the  Hon.  H.  S.  Conway,  in  the  Shaftoe 
intereft ;  when  the  Shaftoe  party  was  again  fuc- 
cefsful. 

The  fixth  petition  was  at  the  laft  general  elec- 
tion, in  1790,  which  was  tried  the  enfuing  year, 
when  Mr.  Shaftoe  and  his  colleague  petitioned 
againft  the  return  of  the  Hon.  Bartholomew  Bou- 

K  2  verie. 
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verie,  and  Sir  William  Scott,  who  had  been  re- 
turned on  the  Radnor  intereft ;  when  that  intereft 
for  the  fecond  time  became  fuccefsfuh 

The  number  of  legal  votes  in  this  borough  do 
not  appear  to  be  above  twenty.  Sir  Philip  Hales» 
and  Mr.  Cooper,  in  1 7  7  5  ,were  declared  duly  eledled 
with  eleven,  and  ten  votes;  but  they  are  fometimes 
fplit  into  four  times  that  number. 

The  right  is  admitted  to  be  in  perfons  having 
a  freehold  intereft  in  burgage-tenements,  holden 
by  a  certain  rent,  fealty,  and  fuit  of  court  of 
the  Biftiop  of  Winchefter,  who  is  lord  of  the  bo- 
rough, and  paying  reliefs  on  defcent,  and  fines 
on  alienation. 

The  points  at  ifTue  upon  thefe  feveral  petitions 
were,  fplitting,  and  occafionality ;  and  whether  the 
returning  officer  was  the  deputy  of  the  Bifhop  of 
Wincheftcr's  bailiff,  or  the  deputy  of  the  fteward 
of  the  leflee  of  the  manor ;  the  faid  manor  and 
borough  having  been  leafed  out  for  lives  from 
the  reign  of  Elizbeth. 


The 
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The  late  Anthony  Duncombe,  Lord  Fcverfliam, 
was  proprietor  of  the  greater  part  of  the  burgages 
in  Downton ;  to  fome  of  which  he  was  entitled 
under  a  fettlement  of  Sir  Charles  Duncombe ;  the 
reft  he  had  purchafed.  Upon  his  death  in  1763 
with  male  ifllie,  the  fettled  eftate  defcended  to 
the  late  Mr.  Duncombe ;  the  remainder  of  his 
cftates  in  Downton,  he  by  will  direfted  to  be  fold 
for  the  benefit  of  his  two  daughters,  giving  the 
refufal  of  them  to  the  Duncombe  family,  in  order 
to  prevent  difputes.  The  prefent  Earl  of  Radnor 
married  one  of  the  daughters,  and  Mr.  Bowater 
the  other.  Mr.  Duncombe  alfo  left  a  daughter, 
married  to  Mr.  Shaftoe,  to  whom  he  bequeathed 
his  Downton  eftate.  The  trufts  of  Lord  Fever- 
ftiam's  will  not  having  been  carried  into  execu* 
tion,  the  manner  in  which  his  truftees  exerted 
the  influence  of  his  property,  occafioned  a 
new  fchcme  of  eledion  in  Downton,  after  the 
diflblution  of  the  parliament  in  1780 ;  for,  in  the 
former  cletflions,  the  oppofition  to  Mr.  Dun- 
combe's  family  had  not  been  maintained  by  the 
eftate  of  Lord  Feverftiam,  or  by  any  other  family 
intereft,  but  by  the  legal  objedlions  before  men- 
tioned ;  but,  in  the  eledtions  of  1784.  and  1790^ 
Mr.  Shaftoe,  having  the   ftrength  of  Mr.  Dun-, 
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combe's  property,  was  oppofed  by  that  of  Lord 
Feverfliam's,  which  his  truftces  employed  for 
that  purpofe. 

The  B:  fhop  of  Winchefter's  bailiff  deputy,  and 
Sir  Philip  Hales,  the  leflee  of  the  manors,  ftewardg 
deputy,  each  taking  upon  them  to  adt  as  return-i 
ing  officer. 

The  former  admitted  upon  his  poll. 


For  Shaftoe,          — 

50 

Conway,         — 

49 

Bouverie, 

-        38 

Scott,            — 

37 

The  latter,  upon  his  poll,  made  the  numbers^ 

For  Bouvcrie,         —  44 

Scott,  —  43 

Shaftoe,          —  2 

Conway,           — •  i 

The  committee  determined,  that  the  deputy 
fteward  of  the  leifee  was  the  legal  returning  of- 
ficer. • 


To 
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To  follow  this  intricate  inveftigation  of  the 
tight  of  twenty  thatched  cottages  to  return  two 
members  to  parliament,  would  be  a  waite  of  our 
time,  and  our  readers'  patience;  nor  would 
the  three  volumes,  to  which  we  have  limited  our 
work,  admit  a  report  of  all  the  fix  cafes.  Should 
not  a  reform  of  this  fyftem  of  reprefentation  ren- 
der this  reporting  bufinefs  premature,  we  Ihall 
foon  fee  the  cafes  of  boroughs  without  houfes, 
and  reprefentatives  without  conftituents,  exceed 
the  voluijiinous  bulk  of  the  ftatutes  at  large. 

Ancient  State. 

Downton,  or  Dunkton,  which  is  fituated  on  the 
eaft  fide  of  the  Avon,  is  an  ancient  borough  by 
prefcription. 

This  borough  having  returned  to  parliament 
from  23  Edw.  I.  to  38  Edw.  III.  ceafcd  fending, 
except  I  Hen.  V.  till  20  Henry  VI, 

Right  of  Election. 

.1775,  Feb.  4.  Was  confidered,  by  the  counfel 
on  both  fides,  in  their  arguments,  to  be  in  pcrfons 
having  a  freehold  intereft  in  burgage  tenements, 
holden,  by  a  certain  rent,  fealty,  and  fuit  of  court, 

K4  of 
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of  the  Bifhop  of  Winchefter,  who  is  lord  of  the 
borough,  and  paying  reliefs  on  defcent,  and  fines 
.on  alienation. 

I  Dougl.  El.  235.  There  is  no  determination 
on  the  right  of  election. 

Number  of  Voters. 
About  twenty ;  fomctimes  Iplit  into  eighty. 

Returning  Officer. 
The  deputy   fteward    of  the   leflec    of  the 

manor. 

Patrons. 

Earl  of  Radnor^  and  Robert  Shaftoe,  efq. 


HINDON. 


Political  Character. 


THE  right  of  eledlion  in  this  borough  is  in  the 
bailiff  and  inhabitants  paying  fcot  and  lot ;  the 
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tiumber  of  'which  is  two  hundred  and  ten. 
Shaftefbury ,  Arundel ,  Scockbridge  >  and  this 
place»  have  exhibited  the  mod  flagrant  adU  of 
bribery  and  corruption,  before  committees  of  the 
houfe  of  commons,  nearly  fimilar  in  their  cir- 
cumftances,  and  equally  injurious,  in  their  confe- 
quences,  to  thofe  which  we  have  reported  of 
Shoreham  and  Cricklade ;  though  the  two  laft  are 
the  only  places  to  which  an  efFedlual  remedy  has 
been  applied,  by  carrying  the  right  of  fufFragc 
to  fuch  an  extent  of  diflrid:,  as  fhall  increafe 
the  number  of  voters  to  a  limit  that  the  purfe  of 
an  individual  cannot  feduce. 

The  cafe  of  Hindon  is  the  only  one  in  the 
prefent  reign,  in  which  the  houfe  of  commons 
have  direfted  a  profecution  againft  the  fitting 
members,  or  petitioners  ;  and  in  this  inftance  it 
appears  to  have  been  attended  with  lingular  hard- 
fliip,  as  the  promifes  made  to  the  electors,  on 
behalf  of  the  fitting  members,  were,  by  an  impru- 
dent and  unpardonable  officioufnefs  of  their 
agents,  without  either  the  authority  or  knowledge 
of  their  principals ;  and  the  petitioners  upon 
their  trial  were  acquitted. 

The  petition  was  heard  before  a  committee  of 
the  houfe  of  commons,  in  the  month  of  February, 

1775- 
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1775.  The  fitting  members  were  T.  B.  HoUis, 
cfq.  and  General  Smith ;  the  petitioners,  Richard 
JBecktbrd,  efq.  and  James  Calthorpe,  efq.  Re^ 
ciprocal  charges  of  bribery  were  made  by  each 
party,  and  fubftantially  proved  againft  the  agents 
of  both ;  whereupon^he  committee  determined. 

That  Richard  Smithy  efq.  is  not  duly  eleded 
a  burgefs  to  ferve  in  this  prefcnt  parliament 
for  the  borough  of  Hindon,  in  the  county  of 

Wilts; 

That  Thomas  Brand  HoUis,  efq.  is  not 
duly  eledied  a  burgefs  to  ferve  in  this  prefent 
parliament  for  the  faid  borough  of  Hindon ; 

That  James  Calthorpe,  efq.  one  of  the  peti- 
tioners, is  not  duly  eledtcd  a  burgefs  to  ferve  in 
this  prefent  parliament .  for  the  faid  borough  of 
Hindon ; 

That  Richard  Beckford,  efq.  one  of  the  peti- 
tioners, is  not  duly  eleded  a  burgefs  to  ferve  in 
this  prefent  parliament  for  the  faid  borough  of 
Hindon ; 

That  the  laft  eledion  to  ferve  in  this  prefent 
parliament  for  the  faid  borough  W2^s  a  void  eledion. 

At 
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At  the  fame  time  Mr.  Dundas  acquainted  the 
houfe^  that  in  the  courfe  of  the  examination  into 
the  merits  of  the  petition  of  James  Calthorpe,  efq. 
and  Richard  Beckford,  efq.  it  having  appeared 
to  the  committee^  that  the  moft  flagrant  and  no. 
torious  ads  of  bribery  and  corruption  had  been 
pradifed ;  and  that  a  very  confiderable  majority 
of  the  eledlors  of  the  borough  of  Hindon  had 
been  bribed  and  corrupted  in  a  very  grofs  and 
extraordinary  manner  ;  and  that  feveral  others  of 
the  faid  cledors  had  been  concerned  as  agents 
for  that  purpofe ;  the  committee,  defirous  that 
the  houfe  might  adopt  fuch  meafures  as  may  dif- 
courage,  and  if  poffible  put  an  end  to  a  pradticc 
fo  fubverfive  of  the  freedom  of  elecStions,  had 
diredcd  him  to  lay  before  the  houfe  the  whole 
of  the  evidence  given  before  the  faid  committee, 
with  their  opinions  thereupon.    And  he  read  the 
report  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  it  in 
at  the  table,  where  the  fame  was  read  ;  and  the 
refolutions  of  the  committee  are  as  follow : 

Refolved,  "  That  it  appears  to  this  committee, 
"  Thac  Richard  Smith,  ef  j.  by  his  agents, 
"  has  been  guilty  of  notorious  bribery,  in 
"  endeavouring  to  procure  himfclf  to   he 

"  elected 
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"  elcdled  and  returned  a  burgefs  to  ferve  in 
'*  this  prefent  parliament  for  the  borough  of 
*'  Hindon,  in  the  tounty  of  Wilts.** 

The  like  refolution  refpedting  Mr.  HoIIis. 

Refohedy  "  That  it  appears  to  this  committee, 
**  That  James  Calthorpe,  efq.  by  his  agents, 
"  has  been  guilty  of  notorious  bribery,  in 
**  endeavouring  to  procure  himfelf  to  be 
**  elected  and  returned  a  burgefs,  to  ferve  in 
*•  this  prefent  parliament  for  the  faid  bo- 
•*  rough  of  Hindon.** 

Refolvedy  **  That  it  appears  to  this  committee, 
"  That  Richard  Beckford,  efq.  has,  by  his 
agent,  endeavoured,  by  promife  of  money, 
to  procure  himfelf  to  be  eledled  and 
«*  returned  a  burgefs,  to  ferve  in  this  prefent 
**  parliament,  for  the  faid  borough  of  Hin- 
"  don.'* 

Rejolvedy  "  That  it  appears  to  this  committee, 
**  That  the  Reverend  John  Nairn,  of  Hin- 
"  don  ;  Fafham  Nairn,  efq.  late  of  Berry 'sw 
^«  ftreet,    St.   James*s;    Francis  Ward,   of 

«« Sher^ 
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«^  Shcrbome-lanc,  London ;  Stevens,  a  but- 
^  cher,  at  Salilbury,  commonly  called  Job- 
«  bcr  Stevens,  &c.  &c.  (in  all,  thirteen, 
«  fpecified  by  name)  have  adled  as  agents, 
**  and  have  been  acceflary  to,  and  concerned 
"  in,  notorious  afts  of  bribery  and  corrup- 
"  tion,  that  have  been  pradifed  at  the 
"  laft  eledion  for  the  faid  borough  of  Hin- 
«  don/' 

Refohed^  "  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  com- 
**  mittee,  that  the  houfe  be  moved  for  leave 
**  to  bring  in  a  bill,  to  diffranchife  the  faid 
«  borough  of  Hindon,  in  the  county  of 
«  Wilts/* 

The  confideration  of  this  report  was  adjourned 
till  the  a3d  of  February  ;  and  in  the  mean 
time,  an  order  was  made,  that  the  (peaker  Ihould 
not  iflue  his  warrant  for  a  new  writ,  till  ^he  houfe 
proceeded  to  fuch  confideration. 

On  that  day,  it  was  Ordered^  "  That  leave  be 
'*  given  to  bring  in  a  bill,  to  incapacitate, 
"  from  voting  at  eledions  of  members  of 
<'  parliament,  one  hundred  and  ninety  per- 

«  fons 
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*'  Ions  by  name  (including  feveral  of  thofc 
•*  mentioned  in  the  fifth  refolutions  of  the 
•'  committee),  out  of  two  hundred  and  ten 
who  had  polled  at  the  election  j  and  for 
the  preventing  bribery  and  corruption  in 
•*  the  elcdion  of  memjbers  to  ferve  in  par- 
«  liament  for  Hindon.** 

Mr.  Dundas,  Mr.  Byng,  Mr.  Elwes,  and  the 
other  members  of  the  committee,  were  ordered'' 
to  prepare  and  bring  in  this  bill ;  and  in  the 
mean  time,  it  was  Refolved^  "  That  the  Speaker 
**  ftiould  not  iflue  his  warrant  to  make  out  a  new 
«*  writ  for  a  month  longer.*' 

0 

On  the  8th  of  March  Mr.  Dundas  prefented 
the  bill,  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  be  read 
a  fecond  time  on  the  29th  of  that  month.  It 
was  of  courfe  alfo  ordered  to  be  printed ;  and  a 
printed  copy  of  the  bill,  with  the  order  for  the 
fecoqid  reading,  was  ordered  to  be  ferved  on  ail 
the  perfons  named  in  it ;  and  it  was  Refolved, 
«  That  leaving  them  at  their  refpeftive  abodes 
••  ihould  be  good  fervice/' 

The  day  following  (the  29th  of  March)  the 
order  of  the  day  being  read,  and  the  queftion 

being 
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being  propoled,  for  readii^  the  bill  a.fecond 
time,  the  mefletiger,  who  had  been  charged  with 
Ihe  fcrvice  of  the  copies  of  it  bn  the  partief, 
was  called  to  prove  fuch  fervice ;  and  Thomis^s 
Spencer,  one  of  the  perfons  named  in  the  bill, 
was,  at  his  own  defire,  heard  on  behalf  of  himfel^ 
againft  the  bill :  then,  in  confequence  of  a  motion 
for  that  purpofe,  the  entry  on  the  journals  of  the 
hoiife,  erf  the  2 2d  of  March,  1722-23,  and  the 
4th  of  April,  1723,  of  the  proceedings  of  tl>e 
houfe  upon  the  bill  for  inflidting  certain  pains 
and  penalties  upon  Francis,  Lord  Bifhop  of  Ro- 
chefter,  was  read;  after  which,  the  bill  was 
read  a  fecond  time ;  and  it  was  Refohedy  "  That  it 
••  fhould  be  confidered  in  a  committee  of  the 
"  whole  houfe,  on  the  5th  of  April,  and  that  the 
"  petitioners  againft  it  fhould  be  heard  before  that 
"  committee,  by  themfelves  or  their  counfel." 

*'  That  it  be  an  inftruftion  to  the  faid  com- 
•*  mittee  of  the  whole  houfe,  that  they  have 
5*  power  to  receive  a  claufe,  or  claufes,  for  in- 
*•  flidling  a  fuitable  puniftiment  on  the  faid  Ri- 
*'  chard  Smith,  efq.   for  his  faid  offence," 

«  It  pafled  in  the  negative." 

And 
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And  the  fecond  refolution  being  read^  and  a 
fimilar  queftion  put^  refpeding  Mr.  Hollis^  that 
likewife  paifed  in  the  negative;  \vhich  being 
done«  the  houfe  refolved  itfelf  into  a  committee 
of  the  whole  houfe^  on  the  bill. 

In  this  committee,  it  being  propofed  to  call 
certain  perfbns,  named  in  the  bill,  and  incapa-- 
citated  by  it,  to  prove  the  allegations  it  con- 
tained (for  it  had  been  debated  and  fettled  in  the 
houfe,  in  fome  former  ftage  of  the  bufinefs,  that 
the  evidence  before  the  feledl  committee,  and 
reported  by  them,  could  not  be  admitted  upon 
this  occafion),  it  was  objeded,  that  they,  being 
parties,  and  like  defendants  in  an  indidhnent, 
could  not,  without  overturning  the  known  rules 
of  law  and  juftice,  be  received  as  witnefles  in  this 
cafe.  This  objedion  produced  a  debate;  and 
though  it  was  treated  as  of  no  weight,  by  fome 
gentlemen  of  the  long  robe,  it  was  ftrenuoufly  fup- 
ported  by  others,  and  proved  fkul  to  the  bill;  for 
all  the  perfons  who  were  capable  of  proving  the 
fadts,  and  who  had  proved  them  before  the  feleft 
committee,  were  thcmfelves  offenders,  and  named 
in  the  bill. 

Whei^ 
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When  the  fpeaker  refumed  the  chair,  on  a^ 
motion  of  Mr.  Dundas,  leave  was  given  to  bring 
in  a  new  bill^  fimilar  to  the  former^  but  leaving 
out  the  names  of  certain  perfbns,  who  were  in^ 
tended  to  be  made  ufe  of  as  witnefies ;  and  Mn 
Solicitor-general^  Sir  George  Hay,  Mr.  Gren-* 
Ville,  and  Lord  George  Germaine,  together  with 
the  members  of  the  fclc£t  committee,  were  or- 
dered to  prepare  and  bring  it  in« 

On  Wednefday,  the  iith  of  Aprili  Mr.  Dun^ 
das  prefented  this  new  bill ;  which  being  received, 
and  read  the  firft  time,  the  houfc  was  moved, 
that  th€  four  firft  refolutions  of  the  feled  com- 
mittee ihould  be  read ;  and  this  being  accordingly 
done,  the  20th  day  of  AfH-il  was  appointed  foi" 
the  fecond  reading.  A  limilar  order  to  what  had 
been  made  on  the  former  occafion,  was  now 
made,  relative  to  the  fcrving  of  the  parties  with 
copies ;  and  orders  were  made  feveraUyj  that 
Francis  Mead,  Thomas  Spencer,  John  Becket 
(baktr)i  John  Becket,  fon  of  William^  John 
Baldwin^  William  Crabbj  Thomas  Penry,  Tho- 
mas Richardfon,  and  Thomas  More,  peffons 
named  in  the  former,  but  omitted  in  this  hill, 

Vol.  IIL  L  ihould 
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ihould  attend  the  houfe^  at  the  time  appointed 
for  the  fecond  reading. 

The  order  of  the  day  being  now  read,  the  bill 
was  ordered  to  be  read  a  fecond  time,  and  the 
counfel  againft  it  (Mr.  Pepys,  for  the  petitioners 
incapacitated  by  the  bill ;  Mr.  Bearcroft  for  the 
other  petitioners,  eledors  of  Hindon ;  and  Mr. 
Macdonald,  for  the  Rev.  Mr.  Nairn)  being  called 
in,  the  bill  was  read  a  fecond  time,  and  the 
petition  of  Thomas  Howell  and  others  was  read, 
and  counfel  heard* 

The  bill  was  then  committed  to  a  committee  of 
the  whole  houfc  for  the  enfuing  day ;  and  the 
feveral  petitions  were  referred  to  that  committee, 
and  the  witneffes  ordered  to  attend. 

On  Thurfday  the  27  th  of  April,  the  petition  of 
Thomas  Howell  and  others,  praying  to  be  ad- 
mitted witnefTcs,  was  referred  to  the  committee 
of  the  whole  houfe :  and  Mr.  Elwes,  chairman  of 
that  committee,  reporting,  that  Thomas  Howell, 
on  being  examined  in  relation  to  the  non-attend- 
ance of  Thomas  Spencer  and  John  Becket,  two 
of  the  witnelTes  who  had  been  fummoned,  had 

grofsly 
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grofsly  pi'evaricated,  he  was  ordered  to  be  «om- 
mittcd  to  Newgate  5  and  afterwards,  Mr.  Elwcs 
reporting^  that  William  Lucas,  being  examined 
before  the  committee,  had  grofsly  prevaricated, 
aiid  given  falfe  evidence,  he  was  ordered  to  be 
committed  to  the  Gate-Houfe; 

A  iimilar  report^  and  tKe  like  drderi  were 
inade,  concerning  Henry  Chant ;  and  Mr.  Elwes 
reporting,  that  Spencer  and  Becket  had  attended 
the  day  before,  in  purfuance  of  the  order  of  the 
houfe,  but  had  purpofely  kept  out  of  the  way^ 
to  avoid  being  ferved  with  the  order  for  their  at- 
tendance this  day,  they  were  ordered  to  be  fent 
fot  in  cuftody  of  the  ferjeant  at  arms ;  and  an 
order  being  made  for  the  houfe  to  refolye  itfelf 
again,  on  the  Tuefday  following,  into  a  com- 
mittee df  the  whole  houfe^  for  the  future  confi- 
deration  of  the  bill,  the  orders  for  the  attendance 
of  the  witneffes  were  renewed^ 

On  Monday  the  ift  of  May^  Thomas  Howell 
was  ordered  to  be  removed  from  Newgate  to  the 
Gate-Houfe,  having  petitioned  the  houfe  for  that 
Inirpofe^ 

hi  On 
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On  Tucfday  the  ad  of  May,  the  ferjeant  at 
arms  being  called  upon  to  give  an  account  of 
what  had  been  done,  in  relation  to  the  taking 
Thomas  Spencer,  and  John  Bccket,  the  meflengers 
who  were  fent  in  fearch  of  them  informed  the 
houfe,  that  very  ftridl  inquiry  had  been  made 
after  them,  but  that  they  were  not  as  yet  taken  : 
upon  which  the  committee  of  the  whole  houfe, 
for  the  conlideration  of  the  bill,  was  put  off  till 
the  Monday  following ;  the  orders  for  the  witnefles 
were  renewed ;  and  it  being  fufpeded,  from  the 
tcftimony  given  by  the  perfons  who  had  been 
committed,  that  Mr.  Smith  and  Mr.  Fafham 
Nairn  had  been  concerned  in  fecreting  Spencer 
and  Becket,  they  were  ordered  to  attend  on  the 
Monday. 

On  Monday  the  8th  of  May,  petitions  were 
prefented  from  Howell  and  Lucas,  acknowledg- 
ing their  prevarications,  which  they  faid  were 
unintentional;  but  alledging  they  had  declared  all 
they  knew  concerning  Spencer  and  Becket,  and 
defiring,  on  account  of  their  poverty,  and  their 
having  families  to  maintain,  that  they  might  be 
admitted  to  aik  pardon  at  the  bar  of  the  houie^ 

and 
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and    be    difcharged    without    the   payment  of 
fees; 

Thefe  petitions  were  ordered  to  lie  oo  the 
table. 

The  like  information  as  on  the  Tuefday  pre- 
ceding, was  given  by  the  meflcngers  who  had  been 
fent  in  fearch  of  them,  concerning  Spencer  and 
Becket. 

Mr.  Smith  and  Captain  Fafham  Nairn  were 
then  examined,  in  relation  to  the  non-attendance 
of  Spencer  and  Becket ;  after  which,  the  order  of 
the  day,  for  the  committee  of  the  whole  houfe 
on  this  bulinefs  being  read,  it  was  Refohed,  "  That 
"  it  appeared  to  the  houfe,  that  from  the  ab- 
*»  fence  of  Spencer  and  Becket,  two  material  wit- 
"  neflcs  in  fupport  of  the  bill,  it  would  not  bc^ 
'*  expedient  to  proceed  in  it  in  this  feflion  of  par- 
«'  liament."  \ 

It  was  then  feverally  refolved,  that  the  houfe 
would  take. the  report  of  the  feledl  committee 
who  were  appointed  to  try  the  'petition  of  James 

L  3  CaU 
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Calthorpe/and  Richard  Beckford,  efq.  into  fur-r 
ther  confidcration,  as  early  as  poflible  the  next 
feflion ;  that  until  then  no  warrant  for  a  new 
writ  Ihould  be  ordered;  and  that  an  humble 
addrefs  fhould  be  prefented  to  the  king,  to  iffuc 
a  proclainatipn  for  apprehending  Spencer  and 
Becket,  with  the  promife  of  a  reward,  fo  that 
they  might  be  delivered  into  the  cuftody  of  the 
ferjeant  at  arms  during  this  feflion  of  parliament; 
and  this  addrefs  was  ordered  to  be  prefented  by 
fuch  members  of  the  houfe  as  were  members  of 
the  privy-council. 

Then,  upon  motion  for  that  purpofe,  the  firfl 
refolution  of  the  feled  committee,  as  agreed 
to  by  the  houfe  on  the  23d  of  February,  was 
read;  and  then,  upon  a  motion  for  that  pur- 
pofe, the  following  ?ntry  in  the  votes  of  the  houfe. 
of  the  5  th  of  Pecember  laft,  was  read^ 

^ijblved,  *'  That  if  it  (hall  appear  that  any  pem 
fon  hath  procured  himfelf  to  be  eledted 
or  returned  a  member  of  this  houfe,  or 
«f  endeavoured  fo  to  be,  by  bribery,  or  any 
ff  pthcr  corrupt  pradices,  this  houfe  will 

■'  pro-. 
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"  proceed  with  the  utmoft  fcverity  againft 
"  fuch  pcrfon." 

And  an  order  made^ 

"  That  the  attorney-general  do  forthwith  pro- 
fecute  Richard  Smith,  efq.  for  the  faid  offence." 


The  fecond  refolution  was  read  in  like  manner, 
and  the  like  order  made,  that  the  attorney-general 
Ihould  profecute  Mr.  HoUis. 

The  third  refolution  being  alfo  read,  a  motion 
made,  and  the  queftion  propofed,  that  the  at- 
torney-general fhould  profecute  James  Calthorpe, 
efq.  the  previous  queftion  was  put,  and  refolved 
in  the  affirmative ;  and  then  the  like  order  was 
ma^e  for  the  profecupon  of  Mr,  Calthorpe. 

Laftly,  the  fourth  refolution  being  read,  it  was 
ordered  that  the  attorney-general  ftiould  likcwife 
forthwith  profecute  Mr.  Bcckford. 

The  addrefs  for  apprehending  of  Spencer  and 
Becket  was  prefented  to  the  king,  and  the  pro- 
clamation iffued  ;  but  on  the  Thurfday  the  1 1  th 
of  May,  they  furrendered  themfelves ;  and,  it  being 
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fcverally  rcfolved  by  the  houfe^  *'  That  they  had 
«  purpofely  abfconded,  in  order  to  avoid  being 
'^  ferved  with  an  order  for  their  attendance,  a$ 
"  witnefles,  on  a  committee  of  the  houfe/*  they 
were  ordered  to  be  committed  to  Newgate. 

On  the  8th  of  May,  1775,  the  houfe  refolvcd  to 
take  the  whole  matter  into  their  moft  ferious  con- 
fideration  as  early  as  poflibje  in  the  next  feffion  of 
parliament,  and  that,  in  the  mean  time,  no  war- 
rant (hould  be  ordered  for  a  new  writ. 

On  the  31ft  of  January,  1776,  an  order  wa^ 
made,  that  leave  fhould  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill 
for  the  fame  purpofes  with  the  two  which  had 
been  brought  in  during  the  former  feflion. 

Monday  the  5  th  of  February,  the  bill  w^ai? 
brought  in,  and  the  fecond  reading  was  fixed  for 
the  I  gth. 

Various  petitions  were  prefented  by  interefted 
parties  againft  the  bill,  who  were  heard  by  coun- 
fel ;  and  after  innumerable  debates  and  adjourn^ 
meats,  the  houfe  came  to  the  following  refolu- 
tion. 

2  Rcfolved 
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Rijohed^  "  That  this  houfc  will,  upon  this  dxf 
"  three  months,  rjbfolve  itfelf  into  a  com- 
^'  mittee  of  the  whole  houfe,  to  confider 
f^  further  of  the  bill  to  incapacitate  certain 
^*  perfons  therein  mentioned,  fcoip  voting 
^*  at  elections  of  members  to  ferve  in  parlia- 
ment for  the  borough  of  Hindon,  in  the 
county  of  Wilts/' 


The  reader  will  perceive,  that  by  this  refoiu-^ 
tion  the  bill  wa§  virtually  thrown  out;  it  was 
known  that  the  feflion  would  be  at  an  epd,  lon^ 
before  the  day  appointed  for  taking  it  again  into 
conQderation ;  and  all  bills  depending  at  the  end 
of  a  feflion  fall,  of  courfe,  to  the  ground.  If  the 
Jioufe  had  intended  to  take  up  the  affaif*  in  the 
fucceeding  feflion,  they  would  have  come  to  a 
Jike  rcfolution  with  that  of  the  8th  of  May,  1775 ; 
but  in  truth  there  was  no  fuch  deflgn, 

Mr.  Douglas  obferves,  that  there  would  he 
great  difiiculty  in  fixing  on  the  new  clafs  of  voten^ 
becaufe  the  influence  of  different  gentloenen  of 
property  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  place  would 
hsive  been  more  or  Icfs  increafcd,  or  diminiflied, 

according 
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according  as  the  freeholders  of  one,  two,  or  more 
hundreds  ftiould  have  been  admitted  to  a  partici- 
pation of  the  right  of  eleftion.  There  was  fomc 
danger  therefore,  that  a  law  which  in  its  origin 
was  intended  to  be  a  public  benefit,  and  to  amend 
the  conftitqtion,  might,  in  the  end,  turn  out  a 
mere  job,  and  become  fubfervient  to  the  parti, 
cular  interefl  of  certain  individuals ;  in  fhort, 
many  who  had  at  firft  promoted  and  fupported 
the  bill,  began  In  the  oourfe  of  the  feffion  to  alter 
their  opinion  with  regard  to  it,  or  loft  at  leaft 
much  of  the  zeal  which  they  had  formerly  (hewn 
for  its  fuccefs.  On  the  different  occafions  when 
it  was  to  be  taken  into  confideration,  there  was 
often  other  bufinefs  more  urgent,  and  more  ge* 
nerally  interefting,  to  be  difcufled ;  and  by  the 
time  that  was  finifhed,  and  the  order  of  the  day 
for  the  houfe  to  refolvc  itielf  into  a  committee  en 
the  Hmdon  bill  called  for,  the  greater  number 
of  members,  already  worn  out  by  long  attendance, 
were  glad  to  leave  the  houfe:  advantage  was 
taken  of  this  by  fome  gentlemen,  who,  from  the 
beginning,  made  no  fcruple  of  avowing  their  re- 
folution  of  employing  every  means  and  every 
ftratagem  which  the  forms  of  procedure  in  th? 
Iioufe  of  commons  fliould  furnifti,  or  ajuthorife,  in 

2  order 
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order  to  defeat  the  bill .  Forty  members  are  neceflary 
to  conftitute  a  houfe ;  and  if  it  appear  that  there 
Is  not  that  number  prefent,  an  immediate  adjourn- 
ment muft  take  place.     Whenever  thofe  gentle- 
men imaginedthe  number  prefent  was  under  fbrty^ 
they  moved  that  the  houfe  Ihould  be  counted  5 
and  in  this  manner  the  proceedings  were,  at  fe- 
veral  times,  fuddenly  flopped  ;  viz.  on  Thurfday 
the  7th  of  March,  on  Wednefday  the  27th  of 
that  month,  and  on  Tuefday  the  7th  of  M^y. 
Another  art  was  praftifcd,  with  equal,  or  even 
greater  fuccefs  :  every  poffible  objedlion  to  the 
admiflibility  of  evidence  was  either  raifed  by  feme 
member  of  the  houfe,  or  taken  by  the  counfel 
who  attended  at  the  bar,  on  the  part  of  the  pcr- 
fons  who  had  petitioned  againft  the  bill ;  almofl; 
every  fuch  objeftion  produced  an  argument,  a 
debate,  a  qucftion,  and  a  diviiion.     Thus  the 
progrefs  of  the  bufinefs  was  clogged  and  retarded 
fo  very  efFedually,  as  to  make  even  thofe  who 
continued   the   moft  anxious    promoters    of  it, 
defpair  of  ever  bringing  it  to  a  conclufion ;  info- 
much,  that  at  Jength,  by  a  fort  of  tacit  agree- 
ment of  all  parties,  the  whole  was  dropped  on 
the  8th  of  May,  1776,  and  a  new  writ  ordered  td 
be  iflued  for  the  eleding  of  two  burgelTes  to  fervc 

in 
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in  parliament  for  the  borough  of  Hindon }  \y} 
which  means  the  fete  of  Shoreham  and  Cricklade 
was  avoided* 

This  borough  is  now  confidered  as  under  tT» 
influence  of  William  Beckford,  efq.  of  FontbiUi 
but  we  have  not  yet  learned  that  it  is  become  mor^ 
immaculate^  from  the  ordeal  it  haspalTed. 

Ancient  State. 

Hindon,  which  is  a  general  thoroughfare  in 
the  road  from  London  to  the  foyth  parts  of  So- 
merfetfhire,  is  an  ancient  borough  by  prefcription. 
governed  by  a  bailiff  and  burgeffes. 

The  firft  return  of  this  borough  was  anno  27 
Henry  VI.  There  was  a  precept  iffued  to  it  anno 
6  Richard  11.  but  no  anfwcr  was  made  thereto. 

Right  of  Election. 

1 701,  April  3.  Is  in  the  bailiff,  burgeffes,  and 
fuch  inhabitants  only  as  pay  fcot  and  lot* 

1 701,  May  13.  Is  in  the  inhabitants  of  th^ 
faid  borough  not  receiving  alms. 

Agreed  to  by  the  houfc. 

172  8> 
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1728,  April  12.  Is  in  the  inhabitants  of  houiest 
within  the  faid  borough^  being  houiekeepers  and 
parifhioners>  not  receiving  alms. 

Number  of  Voters. 
Two  hundred  and  ten. 

Rbturkino  Officek. 
The  bailiff, 

Fatrok* 
William  Beckford^  efq. 


HEYTESBURY. 

Political  Character. 

THIS  place,  ns  well  as  Weftbury,  which  are 
both  but  fmall  villages^  have  a  right  to  fend 
members  to  parliament;  while  Warminfter^  which 
is  one  of  the  largeft  towns  in  the  count/^  has  no 
fuch  privilege ;  but,  from  their  contiguity  to  it» 
being  four  miles  diftant,  it  derives  only  the  un- 

pleafant 
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pleafant  reSexion^  that  advantages  of  fucK  d  fu-s 
perior  tendency  ihould  be  affixed  to  fo  much  in<^ 

lignificance. 

The  right  of  eledtion  here  is  in  the  burgage- 
holds,  which  are  about  fifty  in  number,  and  are 
the  property  of  the  Duke  of  Marlborough,  and 
W.  P.  A{he  A*  Court,  efq.  each  of  whom  returns 
a  member.  This  town  was  entirely  hutncd  down 
in  the  year  1 766 ;  fince  which  time  it  has  been 
rgbuilt  to  its  former  extent* 

Ancient  State. 

Heitfbury,  Hcightfbury,  or  Heytflbury,  cditi-* 
monly  called  Harefbury,  is  an  ancient  borough 
by  prefcription,  governed  by  a  bailiff  and  bur- 
gefles.  Walter  Lord  Hungerford  built  an  hofpitali 
or  alms-houfe,  for  twelve  poor  men  and  one 
woman ;  as  alfo  a  houfe  for  a  fchoolmafter,  who 
was  to  be  a  prieft,  and  not  only  teach  grammar, 
but  to  ovcrfee  the  poor  men.  Margafet,  his 
widow,  obtained  a  licence  from  Henry  IV.  t6 
perfedt  this  charity,  and  fettle  a  chaplain  in  iti 
to  celebrate  divine  fcrvice  every  day  in  the  parifh-^ 
church,  for  the  fouls  of  herfelf,  her  hulband,  and 

othe/#4^ 
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Others.    Ic  has  alfo  a  collegiate  churchy  with 
four  prebendaries^  and  a  free  fchool. 

This  borough  never  fent  to  parliament  till  27 
or  28  Henry  VL 

Right  op  Election. 

r 

In  the  burgage-holders. 

Number  of  Voters. 
Fifty. 

Returning  Officer* 
The  lord's  bailiff. 

Patrons. 

Duke  of  Marlborough^  and  P.  W.  A.  A'Court» 
cfq. 


WESTBURY. 

Political  Character. 

THE  right  of  cledion  in  this  borough  is  of  a 
particular  nature,  being  in  every  tenant  of  any 

burgage- 
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bargagc  tenement  in  fee,  for  lives,  or  ilinety-iiilifi 
years,  determinable  on  lives,  or  by  copy  of  court- 
roll,  paying  a  burgage-fcnt  of  fourpence  or  two-* 
pence  yearly,  being  reiident  within  the  faid  bo- 
rough, and  not  receiving  alms.     There  are  three 
kinds  of  burgage-holds  j  viz.  freehold,  copyhold, 
and  leafehold.     In  fome  places  the  proprietor  of 
jthe  burgage-hold  only  has  a  right  to  Vote;  in 
others,  it  is  in  the  tenant  or  occupier  of  fuch  a 
tenure  ;  fo  that  the  fame  perplexities  and  doubts 
which  arife,  as  to  the  right  of  voting,  in  fcot-and- 
lot  or  corporation  boroughs,  happen  alfo  in  places 
of  this  defcription. 

ft 

Thefe  burgage  tenures,  which  arc  twenty-fouf 
in  number,  arc  the  property  of  the  Earl  of  Abing- 
don« 

Ancient  State* 

Weftbury,  which  is  fuppofed  to  have  received 
its  name  from  being  lituated  in  the  weftern  parfe 
of  the  county,  is. fuppofed  to  have  rifen  from  th« 
ruins  of  an  old  Roman  city,  called  Verlucio^  x 
fibout  half  a  mile  to  the  north :  but  whether  it 
was  that  city  or  not,  it  was  certainly  known  to  the 
Romans,  by  great  quantity  of  Roman  coins  which 

:   havg 
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have  been  found  here.  It  is  twenty-four  mtles 
horth-weft  of  Salifbury,  and  ninety-five  weft  of 
London^  and*is  faid  to  have  had  formerly  as  great 
privileges  as  the  city  of  Briftol. 

The  firft  return  for  this  borough  was  anno  27 
Henry  VI.  who  is  faid  to  have  incorporated  it. 

CORPORATXOH 

Cbnfifts  of  a  tnayor,  recorded,  and  twelve  bur- 
gefles. 

itiGHT  OP  Election. 

1762,  Dec.  I.  'The  tenahts  of  burgage-houfes. 
By  leafe,  for  years  abfolute^  have  a  right  to  vote4 

1715,  June  i.  is  ih  every  tenant  of  any  bur- 
gage-tenement  in  fee,  for  lives,  or  ninety-ninfe 
years,  detehnihaBle  on  lives,  or  by  copy  of 
court-roU,  paying  a  burgage-i-ent  of  fourpencc 
or  twopence  yearly,  being  refident  within  thefeid 
borough,  arid  not  receiving  alms. 

Number  of  Voters* 
Twenfy-foun  i 

Vol.111.  M  Returning 
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RSTUKNIHO  OfFICIR. 

The  mayor. 

Patron. 

Earl  of  Abingdon. 


CALNE. 


Political  Charactbr. 

THIS  borough  has  had  the  honour  of  giving, 
feats  in  parliament  to  Jolin  Dunning^  elq.  the 
late  Lord  Afhburton,  and  to  Colonel  Barrc.  The 
right  of  ekdlion  is  in  twenty-four  ancient  bpr- 
gcfles,  who  annually  eledl,  out  of  their  own  body, 
two  guild  ftewards  to  be  the  returning  officers  at 
'  cleftions  of  their  members  of  parliament,  ^ 

The  influence  which  formerly  prevailed  here, 
was  that  of  Richard  Bull,  efq.  and  Mr.  Ducket  j 
but  the  Marquis  of  Lanfdown,  from  his  popula- 
rity, and  occafional  refidence  at  Bow  Wood  Park, 
in  this  neighbourhood,  has  had,  for  more  thait 

twenty 
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twenty  years,  the  folc  command  and  abfolutc 
concroul  over  it. 

Ancient  Statb, 

Calne,  which  is  a  fmall  but  ancient  town,  waar 
formerly  endowed  with  various  privileges,  and  is 
fuppofed  to  have  rifen  out  of  the  ruins  of  an  old 
Roman  colony,  on  the  other  fide  of  the  river 
Calne,  near  Studley,  where  Roman  coins  are  fre-» 
quently  found*  Here  was  one  of  the  palaces  of 
the  Weft  Saxdn  kings,  and  probably  had  a  caftle, 
one  of  the  ftreets  being  called  Caftle-ftreet,  and 
a  common  field  adjoining,  called  Caftle-field, 
though  there  are  no  traces  remaining.  There  was 
alfo  an  hofpital  of  Black  canons,  dedicated  to  St. 
John,  in  the  reign  of  Henry  III.  governed  by  a 
mafler,  warden,  or  prior,  and  valued,  at  the  dif- 
jfolution,  at  2I.  as.  8d.  a  year. 

A  remarkable  accident  happened  here  in  the 
year  977 :  a  great  fynod  or  convocation  being 
held,  at  which  the  king,  nobility,  and  bi,. 
fiiops  were  prefent,  to  decide  a  conteft  between 
the  regular  and  fecular  priefts,  relating  to  the 
celibacy  of  the  clergy,  and  to  the  monks  holding 
benefices,  which  was  confidered  by  the  leculars 
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as  an  encroachment  upon  their  rights }  as  a  Scotch  • 
bifliop,  in  the  courfe  of  the  debate,  was  pleading 
with  great  warmth  for  the  feculars,  all  the  timbers 
of  the  aflembly-room  fuddenly  gave  way,  and  the 
whole  ftrucShire  fell  to  the  ground ;  by  which  acci- 
dent moft  of  the  fecular  priefts  were  killed,  and 
buried  under  the  ruins ;  fome  of  the  other  priefls 
Were  alfo  killed,  and  many  wounded  ;  but  the  feat 
of  the  Archbifhop  Dunftan,  who  was  the  chief 
advocate  for  the  monks,  and  the  prefident  of  the 
fynod,  remaining  firm,  and  he  being  unhurt,  his 
prefervation  was  interpreted  as  a  miraoulous  de- 
claration of  Heaven  in  their  favour :  upon 
which,  the  fecular  priefts,  in  Dunftan's  province, 
were  turned  out,  and  monks  placed  in  their 
room. 

This  is  an  ancient  borough  by  prefcription ; 
and  having  fent  to  all  the  parliaments  in  the  reign 
of  King  Edward  I.  ceafed  fending,  except  anno  i 
Edw.  11.  and  34,  36,  Edw.  III.  till  2  Rich.  II. 

Corporation 

Confifts    of  twenty-four    capital   burgefles; 
out  of  which  two  conftables  are  annually  chofen. 

Right 
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Right  of  Elictiok. 

1710,  DtCs  22.  Is  in  the  inhabitants  of  the 
borough,  having  a  right  of  common,  and  being 
iworn  at  Ogbourn-court. 

1723,  Feb.  25.  Is  in  the  ancient  burgeffes  of 
the  faid  borough  qnljr. 

That  the  right  of  returning  burgcflbs  is  in  the 
guild  flewards. ' 

Number  of  Vqters. 
Twenty-foiir. 

Returking  Officer. 
The  conftables. 

Patron. 
Marquis  of  Lanfdown. 


DEVIZES. 


PoLiTicAt  Character. 
I 

THE  right  of  cIc(5lion  in  this  borough  is  ex- 

clufively  in  the  corporation,  confiftingof  amayor, 

M  3  aldermen^ 
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aldermen,  and  common  council.  The  influence 
which  prevails  here,  is  that  of  James  Sutton,  efq. 
of  New  Park,  in  this  county,  brother-in-law  to 
the  fpeaker  of  the  houfe  of  commons^  who  was 
once  member  for  this  borough. 

This  town,  which  is  of  a  very  conliderable 
magnitude,  labours  under  the  fame  difadvantagc 
with  Salilbury  and  Marlborough,  refpcdling  0ic 
right  of  voting  being  limited  to  the  body  corpor 
rate,  and  not  extending  to  the  people  at:  large. 

The  fame  exclufion  exifting  lilcewife  in  ^he 
cities  of  Bath  and  Winchefter,  the  town  and 
county  of  Poole,  and  in  the  large  towns  of  PortC, 
mouth,  Plymouth,  Andover^^  Tiverton,  Banbury, 
Wycombe^  Dartmouth,  Scarborough,  Thetford^ 
St.  Edmund's  Bury,  Newport  in  the  Ifle  of  Wight^ 
Bewdley,  and  Harwich,  our  obfervations  on  thofc 
refpedlive  places  will  apply  to  the  chartered  mo^ 
fiopoly  of  this  borough. 

Ancient  State. 

Pevizes,  which  probably  derives  its  name  fron^ 
the  Latin  word  divifie^  fignifying  divifion,  and 
fuppofed  to  have  been  conferred  upon  this  town, 

fron^ 
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from  its  being  anciently  divided  between  the  king 
and  the  biihop  of  Salifbuiy,  is  a  town  [of  great 
antiquity,  fuj^jofed,  by  Dr.  Stokeley,  to  have 
been  the Pundhiobice  of  Ravenmis.  The  Romans 
inclofed  it  with  a  vallum  and  ditch ;  in  the  laft  of 
which  the  inhabitants  have  made  a  road  almoft 
round  the  town ;  but  in  feveral  places  both  the 
ditch  and  the  vallum  are  ftiU  vifible.  and  took  in 
the  caftle,  which  was  originally  a  Roman  work, 
erec^d  in  a  fine  fituation,  where  it  was  fortified 
by  nature.  In  after-times  it  was  made  almoft 
impregnable,  by  Roger,  bifliop  of  Saliibury, 
though  it  is  now  nearly  deftroyed. 

Many  Roman  coins  of  different  emperors  have 
been  found  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  Devizes, 
together  with  pots  and  other  earthen  veffels,  fup« 
pofed  to  be  Roman.  Juft  without  the  town,  in 
a  pleafant  pkiin  called  the  Green,  a  large  urn  full 
of  Romiui  coins  was  difcovered  in  the  year  1714; 
gnd  neai:  the  fame  place  were  found  buried,  under 
the  ruins  of  an  ancient  building,  inclbfed  wi(h 
Roman  brick,  feveral  brafs  ftatues  of  heathen 
deities,  fuppofed  to  have  been  depofited  there 
about  the  year  234,  when  the  Roman  troops  were 
called  out  of  Britain.    Thefe  were  carried  about 

M4  the 
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the  kingdom  as  a  fliow,  and  confided  of  a  Jupiter 
Amnion^  about  four  inches  long,  weighing  fome- 
\i^hat  above  four  ounces :  Npptunc  with  his  tri- 
dent,  the  prongs  of  which  were  much  Ihortcr  than 
they  are  ufu^Uy  reprefented ;  this  figure  was 
about  four  inches  in  lengthy  and  weighed  four 
ounces :  a  Bacchus^  much  of  the  fame  weight 
and  dimenfions :  a  Vulcan,  Somewhat  lefs  than 
^ny  of  the  above  figures :  a  Venus,  about  fix 
inches  in  length,  >vith  the  left  arm  b]:ok^n  qIF^ 
but  much  the  beft  finilhed  of  any  in  the  .CQll^(3;ion : 
a  Pallas,  with  her  helmet,  fliield,  ai^d  fpear,  be- 
tween three  and  four  inches  in  length  :  a  Hsct 
cules,  about  four  inches  long,  weighing  fix 
ounces  and  a  half.  Befides  thefe,  there  were  a 
Mercury,  the  wolf  with  Romulus  and  Remus, 
a  veftal  virgin,  fome  Egyptian  deities,  and  a  coin 
of  the  emperor  Alexander  Sevenjs. 

This  toym,  which  fent  to  all  the  parliaments  of 
King  Edward  I.  made  only  four  returns,  viz.  ij^ 
8,  9,  and  19  Edw.  II.  till  4  Edw.  III. 

Corporation, 

By  charter  of  King  Charles  !•  it  confifts  of  % 
mayor»  recorder^  ten  magifi:rateSf  and  twenty^ 

four 


CHIPPINHA!ir«  169 

four  common-councilmen,  who  have  liberty  of 
making  what  burgefles  they  pleafe,  all  of  whom 
have  votes  in  eIc£tion  of  members  to  parliament. 

Right  of  Election. 

i688»  Mar.  21.    Is  in  the  ma}^r  and  feleA 
number  of  burgefles  only. 

Number  of  Voters. 
Thirty. 

Returning  Officer^ 
The  mayor. 

Patron. 
James  Sutton^  efq. 


CHIPPENHAM. 

Political  Character. 

THE  corporation  of  this  borough  confifts  of  a 
bailiff  and  eleven  burgefles,  who,  in  the  year 
1624,  on  the  9th  of  April,  contended,  that  the 
^xclufive  privilege  of  voting  for  members  of  par* 

liament 


liament  was  vdled  in  them ;  but  the  houfe  of 
commons  then  Rejolved^  "That  the  burgeffcs 
^'  and  Ireemen^  more  thian  twelve^  have  voices  in 
♦«  ;he  cIe(3ion.'* 

In  the  year  1 741,  on  the  28th  of  January,  they 
fet  up  9  fimilar  clainn,  when  the  following  {nto^ 
pofition  was  put  to  the  houfe;  That  the  words 
••  burgefles  and  freemen/*  mean  only  fuch  bur- 
gefles  and  freemen  as  are  inhabitant  houfeholders 
of  the  ancient  houfes,  called  free  or  burgage* 
houfes,  within  the  faid  borough ;  which  paffed 
in  the  negative.  The  right  is  now  underftood  to 
extend  to  the  freemen  of  the  borough,  as  well  as 
to  the  twelve  capital  burgeffcs,  whofe  number 
is  about  one  hundred  and  fifQr. 

The  patronage  is  equally  divided  between  Sir 
Edward  Baynton,  bart.  Sir  Samuel  Fludyer,  bart. 
and  Henry  Dawkins,  efq.  An  union  of  interefts 
between  two  of  thcfe  gentlemen,  renders  void, 
and  cffedually  excludes,  the  influence  of  the  third. 
A  coalition  at  prefent  exifts  between  Sir  Samuel 
Fludyer  and  Mr.  Dawkins. 

Ancient 
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Chippenham,  one  of  the  chief  towns  of  the 
Weft  Saxons,  by  whom  it  was  called  Gyppanham, 
fignifying  a  market-place,  was  one  of  the  palaces 
of  the  Weft  Saxon  kings,  which  Alfred  bequeathed 
to  his  youngeft  daughter  Elfleda,  wife  of  Bald* 
win,  earl  of  Flanders.  It  is  feated  on  the  lower 
Avon,  over  which  it  has  a  handfome  bridge  of 
iixteen  arches,  ninety-four  miles  weft  of  London. 
It  is  a  large,  populous,  and  well-built  town,  with 
a  magnificent  church,  faid  to  have  been  eredted 
by  the  family  of  the  Hungerfords,  though  fomc 
fillow  it  to  have  only  been  beautified  by  them* 
It  has,  however,  a  chapel,  ftill  called  Hunger- 
ford's  chapel.  Walter,  Lord  Hungerford,  ob- 
tained a  licence  from  King  Henry  VI.  for  found- 
ing a  chantry  in  this  church,  or  elfewhere  in  the 
parilh,  to  pray  for  the  good  eftate  and  fouls  of 
his  fons,  as  alfo  for  thofe  of  Henry  V.  and  Ca- 
tharine his  wife,  as  well  as  thofe  of  all  the  faith-^ 
ful  deceafed. 

This  town  having,  after  the  reign  of  Edward  I. 
fent  only  to  two  parliaments  of  Edward  II.  and 
four  of   Edward  IIL    intermitted  fending  till 
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2  Richard  II.  and  again  ccafed  fending  after  the 
twelfth  of  his  reign,  till  i  Henry  VI.  It  is  aft 
ancient  borough  by  prcfcription. 

Corporation. 

By  charter  of  Queen  Mary  it  is  governed  by  a 
faaililF  and  twelve  burgelTes. 

Right  of  Election. 

16244  April  9«  The  burgefles  and  freemen^ 
more  tl^an  twelve,  have  voices  in  the  eledion. 

1741,  Jan.  28.  "  That  the  words  "  burgefles 
and  freemen"  mean  only  fuch  burgefles  and  free- 
men  as  are  inhabitants,  houfeholders  of  the  an^ 
cient  houfes  called  free  or  burgage  houfes  withiq 
the  faid  borough." 

It  pafled  in  the  negative. 

Number  of  Voters* 
About  one  hundred  and  fifty. 

Returning  Officer. 
The  bailiff. 

Patrons. 
Sir  Samuel  Fludyer,  bart.  and  Henry  Daw- 
kins>  efq. 

MALMES- 


MALMESBURY.  173' 

MALMESBURY. 

Political  Character. 

THE  right  of  eledion  in  this  borough,  is,  by 
the  refolution  of  the  13th  of  December,  1702, 
vefled  in  thirteen  individuals,  an  alderman  and 
twelve  burgeflcs,  who  are  all  the  dependants  of 
Dr.  Wilkins,  a  phyfician  of  this  town.  This 
gentleman  holds  the  lucrative  place  of  receiver- 
general  for  the  county ;  from  which  circumftance 
it  may  be  inferred,  that  the  reprefentatives  for 
this  place  are  feldom  inimical  to  adminiftration. 
Mr.  Paul  Benfield,  one  of  the  gentlemen  returned 
at  the  laft  general  eledion,  becoming  a  profelytc 
to  oppofition,  fhortly  after  his  a'cceflien  to  that 
iituation,  did  not  fail  to  receive  a  hint .  from  the 
grateful  dodor,  that  the  vacation  of  his  feat 
became  an  indifpenfible  etiquette ;  in  confequence 
of  which  the  Chiltern  Hundreds  were  given,  and 
Sir  James  Sanderfon  fucceeded  to  the  reprefen- 
tation  of  this  immaculate  body  of  conftituents. 

Ancient  State. 

Malmelbury,  which  is  feated  upon  a  hill  near 
the  banks  of  the  river  Avon,  which  almoft  fur- 
rounds 


rounds  it,  is  an  ancient  borough,  formerly  de- 
fended by  a  caflle,  now  in  ruins,  faid  to.  have 
been  built  by  a  king  of  the  Britons,  who  gave  it 
the  name  of  Caer-Bladon.  On  its  being  dcftroyed 
in  the  Saxon  wars,  another  caftle  was  built, 
named  Ingelborne,  which  alfo  gave  name  to  the 
place,  and  was  continued  till  Maildulphus,  a 
Scotch  monk,  who,  being  delighted  with  the  fitua- 
tion,  lived  here  as  an  hermit ;  but  afterwards, 
fetting  up  a  fehool,  he  built  a  little  hermitage  for 
himfelf  and  fcholars,  whence  it  was  called  Mail- 
dulphulbury,  which  in  procefs  of  time  was 
changed  into  Malmefbury.  Aldhelm,  one  of  his 
fcholars,  converted  this  hermitage  into  a  ftately 
abbey,  of  which  he  was  the  firft  abbot.  Berth- 
wald,  by  the  confent  of  King  Etheldred,  gave 
Somraerford  upon  Thames  to  it ;  and  about  the 
year  675,  Eleutherius,  bifhop  of  Winchefter, 
gave  it  to  the  town  of  Malmelbury.  King  Ethd- 
ftan,  who  was  buried  here,  was  a  great  benefadlor, 
and  fo  fond  of  the  memory  of  St.  Aldhelm,  that 
he  chofe  him  for  his  tutelar  faint.  Among  other 
benefadlors  were  Edgar,  £dward  the  Confeflbr, 
William  the  Conqueror,  and  his  queen.  The 
monks  were  of  the  Benedidtine  order ;  their  ab- 
bot had  the  dignity  of  the  mitre,  and  fat  in  par- 
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liament.  At  the  fuppreflion  it  was  endowed  with 
a  revenue  of  803I.  17s.  yd.  per  amium.  The 
greatefl:  part  of  it,  which  is  ftill  standing,  appears 
to  have  been  very  well  built,  efpecially  that  part 
which  is  now  the  pariih-church«  There  \yas 
alfo  a  houfe  of  Britiih  nuns  here,  who  were  fifp- 
preflcd  by  St.  Auftin,  in  the  feventh  century,  for 
fuffering  themfelves  to  be  debauched  by  the  fol- 
diers  of  the  caftle. 

This  town,  which  was  firft  incorporated  bjr 
Edward,  king  of  the  Weft  Saxons,  about  the 
year  916,  and  afterwards  by  Atheiftan,  his  tcHi, 
fent  members  ai  originci  and  fo  continued  la 
do. 

CORPORATIOK. 

By  charter  of  King  William  III.  it  ia  governed 
hy  an  alderman  and  twelve  capital  bucgefles* 

Right  of  Election* 

1702,  Dec,  13.  Agreed  to  be  in  thealdcrmaa 
and  twelve  capital  burgefles. 

'  Number  of  Voters. 
Thirteen. 


•         • 
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Returning  Officer^ 
The  alderman. 

Patron. 
Dr.  Wilfcns. 


CRICKLADE. 

Political  CHARACT£Jt< 

.  THIS  borough  has  rendered  itfelf  remarkable 
by  its  venal  ity^  and  the  number  of  its  petitions 
on  undue  eledions.  The  firft  of  thefe  was  in 
confequence  of  a  double  return  of  John  Dewar, 
efq.  and  Samuel  Peach,  efq.  in  17745  which  eledfion 
was  declared  void  in  February  1775.  The  fecond 
fucceeded  in  confequence  of  the  eledlion  of 
Mr.  Peach  to  fupply  this  vacancy ;  which,  in  the 
month  of  February,  1776,  was  deterttiiiled 
againfl  the  fitting  •  member,  and  in  favoUf 
of  John  Dewar,  efq.  The  third  was  the  pe- 
tition of  Samuel  Petrie,  efq.  againft  the  re- 
turn of  Paul  Benfield^  efq.  and  John  Mac-« 
pherfon>  efq.  at  the  'general  eledion  in  17  80 ;; 

which 
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• 

Vhich  complained^  that  at  the  late  eledion  of 
members  to  ferve  in  parliament  for  the  borough 
of  Cricklade,  in  the  county  of  Witto,  Paul  Ben^ 
fields  efq.  John  Macpherfon^  efq.  and  the  peti^ 
tioner>  were  candidates;  and  that^  previous  to, 
and  during  and  after  the  poU^  the  faid  P^ul  Ben- 
field  and  John  Macpherfon^  by  themfelves  and 
their  agents^  were  guilty  of  many  grofs  and  no  ; 
tdribus  a<fti  of  bribery  and  corruption,  whereby 
many  of  the  voters  were  influenced  to  give  their 
votes  for  the  faid  Paul  Benfield  and  John  Mac- 
pherfon,  arid  did  by  themfelvei  or  their  agents 
Entertain  ind  allow  to  the  faid  elddors^  who  had 
a  right  to  vote  in  the  faid  ele&ion,  money,  mea^ 
drink,  entertainment,  or  provifionj  and  by  fuch 
iinlawful  nieans ;  and  by  the  threats  and  promifes, 
and  divers  other  corrupt  and  unwarrantable  prac- 
tices and  prbceedingSi  of  the  faid  Paul  Benfjield 
and  John  Macpherfon>  their  agents  and  abettors^ 
they  hdve;  procured  themfelves  to  be  unduly  re- 
turned to  ferve  iii  parliament  for  the  faid  boroiigh, 
to  the  mariifell  injury  of  the  petitioner,  and  in 
violation  of  the  rights  and  privileges  of  the  faid 
boi-ough,  and  df  the  cohiinoris  of  Engknd ;  and 
that  the  retui-nirig  officer^  during  the  cotirfef  of 
the  faid  eledlion,  admitted  many  peiibns  to  poll 
YoL.  llh  N  {Of 
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for  the  faid  Paul  Benfield  and  John  Macpherfon* 
who  were  not  duly  qualified,  and  rejedtcd  the 
legal  votes  of  other  perfons  who  tendered  their 
votes  in  favour  of  the  petitioner ;  and  that,  the 
petitioner  conceives  he  had  a  great  majority  of 
the  legal  and  uncorrupted  votes  at  the  faid  elec-> 
tion,  and  was  duly  eled:ed,  and  ought  to  have 
been  returned ;  and  therefore,  praying  the  houfe 
to  take  the  premifes  into  coniideratioh,  and  to 
grant  untojthe  petitioner  fuch  relief  as  to  the  heufc 
fhall  feem  meet. 

A  committee  was  appointed  c«i  the  4th  of 
January  1782,  to  try  the  merits  of  this  petition, 
when  a  fcene  of  bribery  and  corruption  prefented 
itfelf,  equal  to  what  we  have  reported,  either  of 
Shoreham,  Shaftelbury,  Hindon,  or  Arundel  j 
but  to  enter  into  a  detail  of  the  evidence,  would 
exceed  the  limits  of  all  the  reft  put  together. 

The  committee  reported  to  the  houfe,  on  the 
I  ft  of  February  following,  by  Sir  Harbord  Har- 
bord,  their  chairman. 


That  Paul  Benfield,  efq.  is  duly  elcdcd. 


That 
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That  John  Macpherlbn^  cfq.  is  not  duly  elcftcd. 

That  Samuel  Petrie^  efq.  is  not  duly  ele(5ted  a 
burgels  to  ferve  in  parliament  for  the  borough  of 
Cricklade. 

Sir  Harbord  Harbord  alfo  reported,  "  That  it 
**  appears  to  this  committee,  that  there  was  the 
"  moft  notorious  bribery  and  corruption  at  the 
*•  laft  cleftion  of  burgefles  to  ferve  in  parliament 
**  for  the  borough  of  Cricklade,  in  the  county  of 

•'  Wilts/' 

« 

•*  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee^ 
"  that  the  faid  bribery  and  corruption  require  the 
"  moftferious  confideration  of  parliament." 

• 

It  was  ordered,  that  the  faid  report  be  taken 
into  confideration  upon  the  1 8th  of  February  inft. 

That  the  minutes  of  the  proceedings  taken  be- 
fore the  faid  feled  committee  be  laid  before  the 

houfe. 

> 

N  a  It 
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It  was  at  the  fame  time  ordered,  that  no  ilew 
writ  for  elcding  a  bui^cfs  for  the  borough  of 
Cricklade  ftiould  iflUe,  until  the  houfe  fhali  have 
proceeded  to  take  the  laid  report  into  confidera- 
tion. 

On  the  1 8th  of  February  the  houfe  refolved  to 
agree  with  the  committee  in  the  above  refolu- 
tions,  and  ordered  a  bill  to  be  brought  in,  to 
prevent  bribery  and  corruption  in  the  eleftions  of 
members  to  ferve  in  parliament  for  the  faid  bo- 
rough of  Cricklade. 

Three  petitions  were  prefented  againft  the  faid 
bill  by  ceruin  eledtors  of  Cricklade,  on  the  5th 
of  March  following;  which  were  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table,  and  the  petitioners  allowed  to  be  heard 
by  counfel  againft  the  bill  upon  the  fecond  reading. 

On  the  7th  the  petitioners  were  heard  by 
counfel,  and  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  com* 
mitted. 

After  going  through  the  feveral  ftages,  the  bill 
palled,  and  received  the  royal  aflent  on  the  1 7th 
of  May  following*  In  the  preamble  it  recites,  that, 

?«  There 
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*«  There  was  the  moft  notorious  bribery  and 
•*  corruption  at  the  laft  election  of  burgeflcs  to 
•*  ferve  in  parliament  for  the  borough  of  Crick- 
^  lade,  in  the  county  of  Wilts ;  and  that  fuch 
•*  bribery  and  corruption  is  likely  to  continue  and 
**  be  praftifed  in  the  faid  borough  in  future,  unlefs 
•*  fome  means  are  taken  to  prevent  the  fame.     In 
^  order  therefore  to  prevent  fuch  unlawful  prac- 
''  tices  for  the  future,  and  that  the  faid  borough 
'*  may  from  henceforth  be  duly  reprefented  in 
^«  parliament ;  be  it  enadted  by  the  king's  moll 
*'  excellent  majefty,  by  and  with  the  advice  and 
«  confent  of  the  lords  fpiritual  and.  temporal,  and 
•*  commons,  in  this  prefent  parliament  aflembled, 
^'  and  by  the  authority  of  the  fame,  that  from 
**  henceforth  it  Ihall  and  may  be  lawful  to  and  for 
«  every  freeholder,  being  above  the  age  of  twenty-^ 
*^  one  years,  who  ftiall  have,  within  the  hundreds 
^«  or  divifions  of  Highworth,  Cricklade,  Staple, 
*f  Kingfbridgc,  and  Malmfbury,  or  one  or  more 
^  of  them,  in  the  county  of  Wilts,  a  freehold  of 
«  the  clear  yearly  value  of  forty  (hillings,  to  give 
**  his  vote  at  every  eledlion  of  a  burgefs  or  bur- 
^*  gefles  to  ferve  in  parliament  for  the  faid  bo- 
^*  rough  of  Cricklade. 

N  3  ^*  IL 
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"  II.  And  it  is  further  enadled  by  the  autho« 
«  rity  aforefaid,  That  the  right  of  eledlion  of  a 
«  member  or  members  to  ferve  in  parliament  for 

ft 

«  thefaid  borough  of  Cricklade,  Ihall  be,  and  is 
"  hereby  declared  to  be,  in  fuch  freeholders  as 
•«  aforefaid,  and  in  the  perfons  who,  by  the  cuflom 
**  and  ufage  of  the  faid  borough,  have,  or  Ihall  here- 
**  after  have,  a  right  to  vote  at  fuch  eledlion ; 
"  and  the  proper  officer  for  the  time  being,  to 
'*  whom  the  return  of  every  writ  or  procefs  does 
^*  belong,  is  hereby  required  to  return  the;  perfon 
•^  or  perfons  to  ferve  in  parliament  for  the  faid 
•*  borough  who  fliall  have  the  major  number  of 
votes  of  fuch  freeholders  and  other  perfons 
having  a  right  to  vote  at  fuch  eledlion;  any 
**  law  or  ufage  to  the  contrary  notwithftanding. 

"  III.  It  likewife  provides,  That  fuch  free- 
holders only  fliall  be  entitled  to  vote  as  fliall  be 
duly  qualified  to  yote  at  eledions  for  knights 
"  of  the  ftiire  for  the  faid  county  of  Wilts,  ac, 
**  cording  to  the  laws  now  in  being  for  regu- 
«*  lating  county  eledlions. 

Mr.  Petrie  would  clearly  have  efl:abliflied  his 
right  to  a  feat  in  parliament,  upon  the  merits  of 

the 


CC 


fC 


CRICKLADS*  2  83 

the  above  petitk)n»  but  for  the  admiffibility  of  evi- 
dence which  was  afterwards  proved  to  have  been 
perjured.  His  country  is  certainly  confiderably 
indebted  to  him  for  expofing  fuch  a  fyilem  of 
venality ;  and  the  eledlors  of  Cricklade  owe  him 
their  gratitude  for  reftoring  them  to  "the  fituation 
of  freemen. 

• 

A  number  of  adlions  were  afterwards  brought, 
upon  the  aft  of  2  Geo.  11.  chap.  24,  againft  the 
principals  and  agents,  concerned  in  bribing  and 
corrupting  the  eledlors  in  order  to  recover  the 
penalties  of  five  hundred  ppunds  for  each  offence; 
when  Mr.  Petrie  was  fortunate  enough  to  recover 
upon  moll  of  them. 

The  eleiflion  next  after  pafling  this^adl,  hap- 
pened in  June  1782,  when  the  hon.  George  Ri* 
chard  St.  John,  and  Samuel  Petrie,  efq.  were  can- 
didates, to  fupply  the  place  of  Mr.  Macpherfon. 
The  conteft  at  the  poll  was  only  between  Mr. 
St.  John  and  Mr.  Petrie,  the  other  candidates- 
having  previoufly  declined.  The  eledlion  was 
decided,  by  a  great  majority,  in  Mr.  St.  John's 
favour:  but  Mr.  Petrie  petitioned  againft  him. 
This  petition,  which  was   not  tried  during  the 

N  4  feflion 
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icflion  in  which  it  was  prefcntcd,  was  renewed  ii^ 
the  feflion  following^  but  fpon  after  withdrawn. 

At  the  general  eledion,  in  1 7  84,  Charles  Weft- 
ley  Coxe,  efq.  and  Robert  Adamfon^  efq.  were 
candidates  in  the  Opppfition^  or^  what  was  then 
calleci,  the  Coalition  intereft,  and  were  oppofed  by 
John  Walter  Heneagc,  efq.  and  Robert  Nicholas^ 
efq.  who  were  on  the  fide  of  Adminiftration.  The 

poll,  according  to  the  return  of  the  bailiff,  was  ^ 

> 

follows : 


Mr.  Coxe        — 

-        44a 

Mr.  Adamfon  *  '•       — 

435 

Mr.  Heneage            — 

373 

Mr.  Nicholas            — 

358 

A  petition  was  prefented  by  Mr.  Heneage  and 
Mr.  Nicholas,  againft  this  return ;  which  camq 
to  be  heard  before  a  committee  on  the  1 4th  of 
February,  1785;  when  it  appeared,  that  a  num- 
ber of  fiAitious  voters  had  been  made  under  the 
right  of  the  borough  of  Cricklade,  where  the  in- 
habitants poflefling  houfes,  who  are  feeeholders, 
copyholders,  or  leafeholders,  for  any  term  not 
lefs  than  three  years,,  or  for  any  fuch  term,  or 
greater  term,  determinable  on  life  or  livcs^  /ucb 

free-- 
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freeholder^  copyholder^  or  leajeholder^  having  heen  in 
the  occupation  of  the  houfe^  for  which  he  may  claim 
to  vote ^  forty  days  preceding  the  eleEtion. 

One  hundred  and  thirty-fix  of  thefc  votes  were 
obje Ae<J  to,  for  having  fraudulent  leqfes,  or  none 
at  all ;  fome,  as  not  having  been  refident  forty 
days  I  and  others,  as  inmates,  or  having  fplit 
tenements.  Forty  votes  were  objedled  to  as  parifli 
poor  J  befides  twenty  of  the  hundred  voters  who 
were  alfo  objedled  to  for  different  reafons.  It  ap- 
peared in  evidence,  that  moftofthefe  votes  had 
h^tn  faggoted,  and  that  the  returning  officer  had 
been  guilty  of  grofs  partiality  in  favour  of  the 
fitting  members.  On  the  4th  of  April  the  com% 
mittec  reported  to  the  houfe,  **  That  the  peti-« 
«*  tioners  were  duly  eleded,  and  ought  to  have 
^'  been  returned/* 

The  chairman  at  the  lame  time  reported,  ^*  That 
ff  the  conduft  of  thp  returning  officer,  in  taking 
f*  the  poll,  and  making  the  returPi  at  the  laft 
f*  eledion  of  tnember^  to  ferve  in  parliament  for 
f5  the  borough  of  Cricklade^  was  partial  and 
ff  illegal ;  whereby  a  colourable  majority  was  ob- 

f?  tfuned 
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<«  taineid  on  the  poll,  for  Mr,   Coxc,  and  Mr,. 
?^<  Adamfon." 

This  report,  which  was  taken  into  confideration 
by  the  houfe,  after  long  and  tedious  debates,  and 
repeated  adjournments,  the  whole  feffion  was 
Ipent  without  coming  to  any  conclufion  upon  the 
fubjed. 

In  1790  Mr.  Nicholas  was  made  a  commifi- 
fioner  of  excife,  and  Thomas  Eaftcourt,  efq.  was 
chofen  in  his  room. 

At  the  laft  general  eledlion  IVlr.  Petrie  again 
offered  himfelf  a  candidate,  in  oppofition  to  the 
old  members ;  when  the  numbers  were,  for 


Mr.  Eaftcourt           - 

246 

Mr.  Heneage            — 

194 

Mr.  Petrie                ~ 

III 

The  two  former  gentlemen. being  returned,  in 
confcqucnce  of  their  majority,  Mr.  Perrie  again 
became  a  petitioner ;  the  merits  of  which  conteft 
remains  oyer  for  hearing  the  next  feffion  of  parlia- 
ment. ' 

Ancient 
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Ancient  State. 


Cricklade,  or  Crekelade,  which  is  z  town  fitu- 
ated  on  the  Thames,  is  faid  to  have  been  called 
Cerigwla^  a  Britifh  word,  fignifying  a  ftqny  or 
rocky  country,  like  that  in  which  the  town  is 
fituated :  but  fome  are  of  opinion,  that  it  is  com- 
pounded of  the  Saxon  word  Graecca^  a  brook,  and 
Ladian^  to  empty ;  becaufe  the  two  fmall  dreams, 

,  the  Churn  and  Rey,  here  difcharge  themfelves 
into  the  Thames.  Others  fay.,  it  was  called 
Grekelade,  from  a  Greek  fchool,  which  being 
franflated  to  Oxford,  was  the  origin  of  the  uni- 
verfity  of  that  city;  but  Camden  feems  to  be  of 
opinion  that  this  ftory  is  fabulous.  It  is,  however, 
of, great  antiquity,  and  was  formerly  a  confider- 
able  place,  though  at  prefent  it  has  nothing  extra- 

'  ordinary. 

This  place,  which  is  an  ancient  borough  by 
prcfcription,  governed  by  a  bailiff,  having  fent  to 
parliament  in  the  reign  of  Edw.  L  returned  after- 
wards only  anno  20  Edw.  IL  and  8  Edw.  III. 
andceafed  again  fending  after  Richard  IL  (except 
I  Hen.  IV.  and  i,  2,  9,  Henry  V.)  till  Hen.  VI. 

Right 
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Right  of  Election. 

1684,  April  I.  Is  in  the  freeholders  and  copy*, 
holders  of  the  borough^houfts^  and  leafeholders^ 
for  any  term  not  under  three  yeara  only. 

1685,  June  10.  Agreed,  by  the  counfel  on  both 
£dcs^  to  be  in  the  freeholders,  copyholders,  and 
kafeholdcrs  for  three  years. 

1689,  April  !•  Agreed,  by  the  counfel  on  both 
fides,  that  the  right  of  eleftion  is  in  the  freeholders 
and  copyholders  of  borough -houfes,  and  leafe-*^ 
holders  for  any  term  not  under  three  years. 

1776,  Feb.  8.  Is  in  the  inhabitants  pofleffing 
houfes  within  the  faid  borough,  who  are  free- 
holders, copyholders,  or  Icafeholders  for  any 
term  not  lefs  than  three. years,  or  for  any  fuch 
term,  or  greater  term,  determinable  on  life  or 
lives ;  fuch  freeholder,  copyholder,  or  leafeholder, 
having  been  in  the  occupation  of  the  houfe  for 
which  he  may  claim  to  vote,  four  days  preceding 
any  eledion. 

That  the  houfes  which  were  in  the  occupation 
of    Thomas   Bound,    Thomas    Kilmafter,    fen. 

Richard 
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Richard  Liddcll,  William  Mabfon,  John  Pounds, 
and  Robert  Strange,  at  the  laft  eleftion,  arc 
within  the  boundary  of  the  faid  borough. 

■ 

1782.  By  adl  of  parliament  is  further  veiled 
in  the  freeholders  of  the  five  hundreds  or  divifions 
of  Highworth,  Cricklade,  Staple,  Kingfbridge, 
and  Malmelbury. 

Number  of  Voters* 
/Twelve  hundred. 

Returning  Oificer. 
The  bailiff. 


GREAT  BEDWIN. 

Political  Character. 

THE  right  of  elcdtion  here  is  in  the  freeholders 
^nd  inhabitants  of  ancient  burgage  meflliages,  in 
number  above  eighty,  and  returned  by  the  portreve, 
called  mayor,  who  is  chofen  at  the  lord's  courts 
and  appoints  a  bailiff  to  adt  under  hiixi. 

The 
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The  Earl  of  Aylelbury  is  the  lord  of  the  manor; 
in  confequcnce  of  which  he  has  the  appointment 
of  the  returning  officer.  His  Lordftiip  alfo  pof- 
fefles  the  major  part  of  the  property ;  fo  that  hit 
nomination  of  the  reprefentatives  can  neither  be 
oppofed  nor  contradided,  with  any  profpc<5l  of 
fuccefs. 

Ancient  State.  ' 

Bedwin,  or  Great  Bedwin,  which  is  fituated 
feventy-two  miles  from  London,  is  an  ancient 
borough  by  prefcription,  and,  in  the  Saxon  times, 
is  faid  to  have  been  the  metropolis  of  the  jurif- 
di<5tion  of  Cifla,  viceroy  of  Wiltfhire  and  Berk- 
Ihire,  under  the  king  of  the  Weft  Saxons,  wha 
built  a  caftle  in  the  fouth  part  of  the  town,  the 
ditches  of  which  are  ftill  vifible.  It  has  alfo  a 
fpacious  church  built  of  flints. 

This  very  ancient  borough  fent  to  all  the  par- 
liaments of  King  Edward  I.  and  having  returned 
anno  i,  8,  Edward  II.  36,  37,  Edward  III.  and 
to  feven  parliaments  in  the  reign  of  Richard  II. 
intermitted  fending,  after  the  tenth  year  of  that 
reign^  i  Henry  IV.  excepted,  till  9  Henry  V. 
fince  which  time  it  has  conftantly  returned. 

Right 
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Right  of  Election. 

1729,  March  29.  In  the  freeholders  and  inha-* 
bitants  of  ancient  bui^gage-melTuages. 

Number  of  Voters. 
About  eighty. 

Returning  Officer. 

The  portreve,  who  is  called  a  mayor,  and  is 
chofen  at  the  lord's  court,  and  appoints  a  bailiff 
under  him. 

Patron* 
Earl  of  Aylelbury. 


LUDGERSHALL. 

Political  Character. 

THIS  place,  which  in  its  dimenfions  is  only 
a  fmall  village,  has  a  right,  of  a  very  complicated 
kind,  to  fend  members  to  parliament,  "  beingin 
'*  fuch  perfons  whp  have  any  eftate  of  inheritance, 

^'or 
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•'or  freehold  or  leafehold,  determinable   upofi 
*•  life  or  lives,  within  the  borough,  not  confined 

r 

•^  to  entire  ancient  houfes,  or  the  fites  of  ancient 
*«  houfes  within  the  faid  borough.'* 

The  majority  of  thefe  eftates  was  formerly  the 
J^roperty  of  George  Auguftus  Selwyn,  efq.  of 
facetious  memory ;  at  whofe  demife  they  defcended 
to  the  prefenf  L(yd  Vifcount  Sydney :  the  mino- 
rity  of  them  is  the  property  of  Mr.  Everett,  a 
banker  in  London. — This  divifion  of  local  fuf- 
frage  has  been  the  caufe  of  litigation  between  the 
parties,  and  produced  a  petifion  to  the  hotife  of 
commons,  againft  the  return  of  the  two  members 
in  the  intereft  of  Lord  Sydney;  which  being 
heard  in  179I1  was  determined  in  their  favour; 

Mr.  Selwyn,  one  of  the  fitttng  members,  dying 
in  the  interim,  a  new  writ  was  accordingly  iflued  ? 
when,  at  the  enfuing  eledlion,  another  conteft 
arofe,  Samuel  Smith,  efq.  being  propofed  a  can- 
didate in  the  intereft  of  Lord  Sydney,  and  Mr. 
Alderman  Newnham  in  that  of  Mr^  Everett ; 
when  Mr.  Smith  was  returned,  and  a  petition,  of 
a  fimilar  tendency  with  the  laft,  Was  prefented  to 
the  hottfe  of  commons ;  the  merits  of  which 

have 
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KaVc  not  as  yet  come  on  to  be  heard.  The 
matter  in  queftion,  between  the  contending  par- 
ties, depends  upon  the  legality  of  fplitting  thdfe 
cftates  to  which  the  tight  of  voting  is  annexed  : 
the  number  of  votes,  in  Browne  Willis's  time, 
were  feventy;  but  they  are  now  divided  into 
one  hundred  and  forty-nine,  and  are  held  by  the 
tenants  and  friends  of  the  two  proprietors,  who 
refide  in  different  parts  of  Wiltftiire  and 
Hampfliire,  but  who  ate  kind  enough  to 
come  here,  at  the  time  of  eledlion,  to  perform 
the  ceremonial  part  of  delegating  a  reprefenta- 
tivc  for  this  borough  to.  the  legiflative  aflembly 
of  the  Britilh  nation^ 

Ancient  Stated 

luggerfhail,  Ludgerfhall,  or  Lurgcrfhall,  which 
is  fituated  fifty-feven  miles  weft  of  London,  is  an 
ancient  borough  by  prefcription,  governed  hy  » 
bailiff,  Annually  chofen  at  the  court-leet  of  the 
lord  of  the  manors 

This  borough,  which  fent  to  all  tlie  pari ialnentd 

in  the  reign  of  King  £dw*  I.  made  three  returns 

Vot^IIL  O  in 
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in  the  reign  of  Edw.  II.  and  three  in  the  reign 
of  Edw.  IIL  ceafed  fending  after  9  Ric.  IL  till 
9  Hen.  V. 

Right  of  Elbction. 

1689,  Feb.  II.  Is  in  fiich  perfons  as  have  ait 
eftate  of  inheritance,  or  freehold  or  leafehold, 
determinable  upon  life,  within  the  faid  bo- 
rough. 

1705,  Jan.  17.  Is  in  the  freeholders  or  leafe- 
liolders  of  the  faid  borough,  determinable  upon? 
life  or  lives. 

Number  ot  Voters. 
•* 

About  feventy. 

Returning  OFFiCERr 
The  lord's  bailiff. 

Patron* 

Lord  Vifcount  Sydney. 


OLD 
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OLD  SARUM. 

Political  Character. 

THIS  borough  was  quite  decayed,  and  reduced 
to  only  one  hbufe,  in  the  time  of  Browne  Willis, 
occafioned  by  the  tranflation  of  the  old  city  to  the 
new  one,  which  is  about  a  mile  lower  on  the  river, 
of  which  there  is  now  only  a  fmall  veftige  re- 
maining. The  members  are  chof^n  by  a  bailiff 
and  fix  burgeffes,  who  are  appointed  by  Lord 
Camelford,  the  lord  of  the  borough,  and  entrufled 
by  him  with  burgage  fcites. 

This  borough,  with  the  affiftance  of  Midhurfl*, 
fends  four  members  to  parliament,  although 
there  is  not  a  fingle  houfe  flanding,  nor  a  perfon 
living,  within  the  limits  of  either,  to  be  repre- 
fented.  The  boroughs  of  Gatton  and  Caftle 
Rifing  have  each  two  boujes  only,  and  they  have 
each  twortprejentatives. 

Thus  is  the  legiflative  part  of  our  conflitution 
made,  of  fome  niembers  who  reprefent  neither 
houfes  nor  perfons,  of  others,  who  are  the  repre* 

O  2  fentatives 
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fcncativcs  only  of  Angle  individuals,  and  of  manyy 
ivhofe  conftitucnts  do  not  exceed  ten  in  number. 

Ancient  State. 

Old  Sarum,  which  was  the  Roman  Sorbio- 
dunum,  was  formed  upon  one  of  the  moft  ele- 
gant defigns ,  that  can  be  imagined,  and  was 
probably  a  fortrefs  of  the  ancient  Britons,  .  Whe- 
ther Julius  Caefar  pufhed  his  conquefts  thus  far, 
is  dilputed  ;  but  that  it  was  frequented  by  the 
Roman  emperors  is  certain,  from  the  coins  of 
Conftance,  Magnentius,  Conftantine,  and  CriC 
pus,  having  been  frequently  found  there.  Ken- 
rick,  the  Saxon,  after  having  conquered  the  Bri- 
tons in  553,  was  the  firft  that  got  pofleflion  of 
this  place,  where  he  frequently  refided ;  and  his 
pofterity,  being  the  Weft  Saxon  kings,  continued  I 

here  till  Egbert  brought  the  whole  heptarchy 
under  his  dominion.  Edgar,  his  diftant  fuc- 
ceflbr,  called  a  great  council  or  parliament  here, 
in  the  year  960,  in  which  were  enaded  feveral 
laws  for  the  government  of  the  church  and  ftate. 
In  the  year  1C03,  which  was  the  year  after  King 
Etheldred's  general  maflacre  of  the  Danes,  King 
Swaine  invaded  it  with  a  great  army;  and  having 
vanquiflicd  the  inhabitants,  took  the  city,  which 

he 
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he  pillaged  and  burnt,  and  returned  to  his  fliips 
with  great  wealth. 

After  this  calamity,  the  city  did  not  recover 
its  ancient  fplendor,  till  Lanfrank,  archbifhop  of 
Canterbury,  in  the  year  1070,  decreed  in  a  fynod, 
that  fuch  biftiops  as  were  fettled  in  fmall  towns, 
Ihould  remove  to  places  of  greater  note  and  fame ; 
upon  which  the  united  fees  of  Ramfbury,  and 
Sherborn  in  Dorfetlhire,  were,  in  1073,  tranf- 
lated,  by  biftiop  Herman,  to  Old  Sarum.  He 
there  began  to  ereft  a  cathedral,  which  was 
finifhed  in  the  year  1092,  and  dedicated  to  the 
Virgin  Mary.  But  it  is  faid,  that,  the  day  after 
its  confecration,  the  ftceple  was  fct  on  fire  by 
lightning, 

The  city,  notwithftanding,  began  to  flourifli 
greatJy;  infomuch,  that  the  Norman  kings,  after  the 
death  of  William  I.  frequently  refided  here,  and 
held  their  parliaments.  In  the  reign  of  King  Ste- 
phen, a  difference  arifing  between  him  and  the 
bifhop,  the  king  feized  the  caftle,  and  placed  in  it 
a  governor  and  a  garrifon.  This  occasioned  fre-r 
quent  difputes  between  the  bilhop  and  the  foldicrs^ 
whofe  being  here  was  now  confidered  as  a  vio- 

O  3  latioii 
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lation  of  the  liberties  of  the  church.  This,  with 
the  want  of  water,  made  the  bifliop  and  ca^ 
nons  refblve  to  remove  to  a  more  commodious 
place ;  but  they  could  not  put  their  purpofes  in 
execution  till  the  reign  of  Henry  HI.  when  bi- 
Ihop  Poor  laid  the  foundation  of  a  cathedral,  in 
a  place  called  Merryfield,  about  a  mile  to  the 
fouth-eaft  of  the  old  one  ;  and  this  new  churchi^ 
which  was  almoft  forty  years  in  building,  gave 
rife  to  the  city  of  Salifbury,  and  is  a  magnificent 
ftrudlure,  ftill  in  being.  It  at  the  fame  time 
proved  the  entire  deflrudlion  of  Old  Sarum ;  for 
the  materials  of  the  houfes,  caftle,  and  walls, 
being  removed,  in  order  to  form  the  buildings  of 
the  new  city,  this  ancient  one  was  gradually  dc- 
ftroycd.  In  the  reign  of  Henry  VII.  it  was  in  a 
manner  entirely  deferted ;  and  for  many  years  paft, 
•  there  has  been  only  a  farm-houfe  left,  and  even 
that  is  now  demoliflied  ;  notwithftanding  whichjj 
it  is  ftill  called  the  borough  of  Old  Sarum,  and 
fends  two  members  to  parliament,  who  are  chofen 
by  the  proprietors  of  certain  lands ;  but  whom 
they  can  juftly  be  faid  to  reprefent,  it  is  difficult  tQ 
determine. 

This  town  firft  returned  members  to  parlia-r 
ment,  23  Edw.  I.  and  then  intermitted  fending 

till 
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till  34Edw.  IIL  fince  which  time  it  has  con- 
itzntly  returned* 

RiotiT  OF  Election. 

1688,  Nov.  14.     Is  in  the  freeholders,  being 
burgage-holders  of  the  faid  borough. 

Number  of  Voters. 
Nominally  SEVEN,  but  acSually  only  ONE, 

Returning  Officer. 
The  bailiff. 

Patron. 
L-ord  Camelford. 


WOOTON  BASSET. 

Political  Character. 

THIS  fmall  borough  was  ftrongly  contefted  in 
the  year  1 7  84,  between  the  interefts  of  the  Earl 
of  Clarendon,  and  JLord  Vifcount  Bolingbrokc. 

O  4  George 
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George  Tierney,  e(q,  was  a  candidate  in  the 
intereft  of  the  former;  and  the  prefent  Lord 
North,  and  the  Hon.  R.  S.  Conway,  in  that  of 
t^:iQ  latter.  Thefe  two  laft  gentlemen  had  a  ma- 
jority  on  the  poll,  and  were  accordingly  returned  ^ 
but  a  petition  was  prefented  by  George  Tierney, 
cfq.  which  was  heard  in  the  month  of  April^ 
1785,  when  the  committee  decided  in  favour  of 
the  fitting  members. 

Since  the  above  conteft,  thefe  noblemen  have 
agreed,  to  avoid  future  litigation  and  expence,  to 
permit  each  other  to  return  one  member. 

Ancient  State. 

Wottpn  Baflet,  or  Wopton  Baflet,  which  is  a 
borough  town  by  charter  and  prefcription,    is 
9  fituated  in  a  large  park,  near  the  foreft  of  Bedern^ 
at  the  diftance  of  fcventy-eight  miles  from  Lon- 
don. 

This  borough  firft  fcnt  members  to  parliament 
in  the  25th  year  of  the  reign  of  Henry  VI. 

Corporation. 

It  is  governed  by  a  mayor,  two  aldermen,  and 
twelve  capital  burgefles. 

ft  Right 
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Right  of  Election 
Is  In  the  inhabitants  paying  fcot  and  lot. 

Number  of  Voters. 
iybout  one  hundred. 

Returning  Officer. 
The  mayor. 

Patrons. 

Earl  of  CUrc;ndon  ^nd  Lord  Vifcount  Boling^ 
broke. 


MARLBOROUGH, 

Political  Character.      / 

IN  this  town,  which,  for  the  number  of  its 
inhabitants,  and  the  trade  it  carries  on,  may 
hold  a  rank  equal  to  fome  of  the  firft  In  the 
county,  the  right  of  voting  for  members  of  par- 
liament  is  in  the  corporation  only,  confiding  of  a 
mayor  and  two  bailiffs,  chofen  out  of  twenty  ca« 
pital  burgeffcs.   Here,  like  as  at  Garton,  two  men, 

who 


who  are  a  majority  of  the  eledors,  return  two 
reprefentatives  :  now,  according  to  the  principles 
of  the  conftitutioft  of  this  country,  and  the 
common  acceptation  of  the  word  reprejentative^ 
thefe  perfons,  who  are  thus  ele^ed,  are  bound, 
not  only  to  liften  to  the  inftrudtions  of  their 
conftitUents,  but  alfo  to  obey  them  :  fup- 
pofe,  therefore,  this  poflible  cafe ;  that  a  fubjed 
ihould  be  debated  in  parliament,  in  which  the 
interefts  of  this  country  were  deeply  concerned, 
but  where,  at  the  fame  time,  the  good  of  the  whole 
might  be  injurious  to,  and  militate  againft,  that 
of  thofe  two  individuals;  would  not  the  members 
be,  upon  every  account,  bound  to  give  their  voices 
in  the  fenate  agreeably  to  the  will  of  thofe  who 
fent  theni  thither,  without  confulting  the  benefit 
of  thofe  vith  whofe  welfare  they  are  not  fo  im-. 
mcdiaidy  concerned? 

:-  Ancient  SxATEt 

MarlboKough  derives  its  name  from  its  fitua- 

tion  at  the  bottom  of  a  chaik  hill,  anciently  called 

Marie ;  it  (lands  on  a  Roman  road,  and  was  the 

Roman  ftation  called  Cunetio.     The  ruins  of  a 

caftle,  apparently  of  BU)man  work,  arc  ftill  vi-. 

iible. 

A  Par- 
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A  parliament  was  once  held  here  j  ^nd  a  law 
for  the  fuppreffion  of  ^tumults,  ftill  retains  the 
title  of  the  ftatutes  of  Marlborough. 

It  is*  an  ancient  borough  by  prefcription, 
and  gives  the  title  of  duke  to  the  family  of  Spen- 
cer. 

The  remains  of  a  priory,  of  the  Sempringham 
order,  the  gate-houfe  of  which  ftill  remains,  and 
which  fubfifted  before  the  reign  of  King  John, 
are  ftill  to  be  feen  here. 

It  was  a  royal   foundation,  dedicated  to  St. 
Margaret;  and  its  revenue  was  valued,  at  the 
fuppreffion,  at  30I.  9s.  6d.  a  year.     Here  was  an 
hpfpital  for  a  mafter  and  fevcral  poor  fick  bre- 
thren, in  the  beginning  of  the  reign  of  King 
Henry  III.     It  was  dedicated,  to  St.  Thomas  of 
Canterbury,  and  in  the  time  of  king  Richard  the 
Second,  was  annexed  to  the  above  priory.     Here 
was  alfo  an  hofpital  for  brethren  and  fitters,  before 
•  the  fixteenth  year  of  the  reign  of  King  John  :  it 
was  dedicated  to  St.  John  the  Baptift,  and  its 
revenues  valued,  at  the  fuppreffion,  at  61.  1 8s.  4d. 

per 
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per  annum.    In  this  town  was  likewiie  a  houfe  of 
White  friars,  founded  in  1316,  by  John  Goodwin 
and  William  Rcmelbefch,  merchants.    ' 

This  borough  fent  members  to  parligment  at 
origine. 

Corporation. 

It  confifts  of  a  mayor  and  two  bailiffs,  chofen 
put  of  twenty  capital  burgelTes. 

Right  or  Election. 

1717,  13  May.     Is  in  the  mayor  and  burgeffes 
of  the  faid  borough  only. 

Number  of  Voters. 
THREE. 

Returning  Officer. 
The  mayor. 

Patron. 
Earl  of  Ayldbury. 


WOR- 
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Political  Character. 

THIS  county  is  not  under  the  immediate  in- 
fluence of  either  ariftocracy  or  admini- 
ftration.  The  Earl  of  Coventry,  Lord  Foley,  and 
Lord  Somers,  have  rcfidences  and  confiderablc 
cftates  here  ;  but  an  union  of  their  interefts  could 
not,  in  oppofition  to  the  inclinations  of  the  inde- 
pendent freeholders,  procure  a  return  of  the 
members  to  reprefent  it  in  parliament.  If  the 
above  noblemen  Ihould  make  fuch  an  attempt,  we 
doubt  not  but  that  their  expedlations  would  be 
fruftrated,  and  their  defigns  rendered  abortive, 
by  the  vigorous  exertions  of  the  people. 

The  political  hiftory  of  this  county  has  been 
rendered  remarkable  for  the  unconftitutional  in- 
terference of  the  bilhop  of  this  diocefe,  at  the 
general  eleftion  in  1702,  in  the  firft  year  of  the 
reign  of  Queen  Anne. 

A  conu 
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A  complaint  was  made  to  the  houfe  on  the 
2d  of  November  following,  that  the  Lord  Bifhop 
of  Worcefter,  and  Lloyd  his  fon,  had  been  guilty 
of  a  breach  of  privilege  at  the  laft  eledlion  for 
that  county.  The  fame  vvas  ordered  to  be  taiccn 
into  confideration  on  the  1 8th  of  the  fame  month  j 
when  the  houfe,  according  to  the  order  of  the 
day,  proceeded  to  take  into  confideration  the 
complaint  of  Sir  John  Pakington,  the  2d  inft. 
againft  the  Lord  Bifhop  .of  Worcefter,  and  Mr* 
Lloyd,  his  fon,  relating  to  the  rights  and  pri-. 
vileges  of  the  houfe  of  commons :  and  Sir  John 
Pakington,  in  his  place,  acquainted  the  houfe, 
that  he  had  reduced  the  matter  of  the  faid  com- 
plaint into  fcveral  heads ;  which  he  read  in  his 
place,  and  is  as  follows  :  viz. 

«  I  ft.  That,  foon  after  the  parliament  rofe, 
the  Biftiop  of  Worcefter  took  upon  him  to 
fend  to  me  to  defift  from  ftanding  to  be  elected 
knight  for  that  county,  and  to  threaten  me,  that 
if  I  did  not  defift,  he  ftiould  think  himfelf  obliged  ' 
to  fpeak  againft  me  to  his  clergy. 

«  adly.  He  fent  fome  letters  himfelf,  and  his 
fecretary  fent  others,  to  feveral  of  his  clergy, 
with  directions  to  make  what  intereft  they  could 

againft 
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againfl:  me  in  their  feveral  parifhes ;  and  where 
they  could  not  prevail,  with  fuch  who  voted 
fingly  for  me  in  the  laft  eledion,  to  give  a  vote 
for  one  or  both  the  other  candidates,  they  fhould 
defire  them  to  ftay  at  home ;  and  in  order  to  this, 
his  lordfliip  fent  them  copies  of  the  poll  of  their 
refpeftivc  parifhes. 

**  3dly,  He  afperfed  me  to  his  clergy,  branding 
me  and  my  anceftors  with  feveral  vices  ;  and,  at 
his  confirniation  and  viiitations,  folicited  his 
clergy  to  vote  againfl  me,  reprefcnting  me  as 
very  unfit  to  ferve  in  parliament,  and  threatening 
them-  with  his  difpleafure,  if  they  did  not  vote 
againfl  me. 

**  4thly,  He  afperfed  me  and  my  anceflors  to 
feveral  of  the  laity,  who  were  his  tenants,  and 
threatened  them,  that,  if  they  would  not  vote 
againfl  me,  they  fhould  never  renew  any  eflate 
under  him ;  and  that  he  would  fet  fuch  marks 
upon  them,  that  his  fucceflbrs  fhould  not  fuffer 
fhem  nor  their  children  to  renew  any  more. 

"  5thly,  Mr.  Lloyd,  the  bifhop's  fon,  afperfed 
me,  and  gave  fcandalous  charadters  of  me  to  feveral 

free^ 
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freeholders,  whom  he  folicited  to  vote  afgainft 
me,  and  told  them  1  voted  for  bringing  in  a 
French  go\cmmcnt4  ' 

•'  6thly,  The  biftiop's  fecretary  afperfed  me  to 
feveral  freeholders  in  the  like  manner  j  reprefent- 
ing  me  as  unfit  to  fit  in  the  houfe,  threatening 
them  with  the  bifhop's  difpleafure,  and  faid  they 
might  as  well  vote  for  the  Prince  of  Wales^  as  fojf 
me/' 

After  which,  the  witneflcs  to  the  rcfj^edivd 
heads  were  called  in,  and  examined  at  the  bar 
thereunto ;  and  then  they  feverally  withdrew* 

Refohed,  nemine  contradicente,  «  That  Sir  John 
^  **  Pakington  has,  by  j vidence,  fully  made 
out  the  charge  which  he  exhibited  againft 
the  Lord  Bifliop  of  Worcefter." 


cc 


Refohedy  netnine  contradicente^  "  That  Sir  John 
**  Pakington  has  fully  made  out  the  chaigc 
*•  againft  Mr.  Lloyd,  the  faid  Lord  Biftiop*^ 
«  fon." 
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Re/ohedt'  '*  That  it  appears  to  this  houfc,  that 
"  the  proceedings  of  William  Lord  Bifliop 
«*  of  Worccftcr,  his  fon,  and  his  agents,  in 
«*  order  to  the  hindering  the  eledion  of  a 
**  member  for  the  county  of  Worcefter,  have 
been  malicious,  unchriftian,  and  jrbitrarjr, 
in  high  violation  of  the  liberties  and  pri-t 
vileges  of  the  commons  of  England." 


Rejolved,  ?  That  an  humble  addrefs  be  prefented 
to  her  majefty,  that  ftie  will  be  gracioufly 
pleafed  to  remove  William  Lord  Bifliop 
of  Worcefter  from  being  almoner  to  her 
*'  majefty." 

Refolvedt  **  That  the  faid  refolution  and  addrefs 
^  be  prefented  to  her  majefty  by  fuch  mem- 
**  bers  of  this  houfe  as  are  of  her  majefly*s 
"  moft  honourable  privy-council." 

Ordered^  *'  That  the  further  confideration  of  the 
**  matter  relating  to  the  Lord  Bifliop  of 
*«  Worcefter,  be  adjourned  till  this  day 
«*  fe'nnight. 

Vol.  in.  P  Ordered, 
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Ordered, "  That  Mr.  Attorney-General  do  profc- 
«  cute  Mr-  Lloyd,  the  Lord  Bi(hop  of  Wor- 
*'  ccfter's  fon,  for  his  faid  offences,  after  his 
•«  privilege,  as  a  member  of  the  lower  houfc 
"  of  convocation,  is  out.'* 

f 

The  lords  took  the  alarm  at  thefc  proceedings 
of  the  commons  againft  a  member  of  their  houfe, 
and  endeavoured  to  fcreen  him  from  their  refent- 
ment.  An  addrefs  from  the  lords  to  the  queen 
was  agreed  to,  in  which  they  ftaited,  «  That  it  was 
"  the  undoubted  right  of  every  lord  of  parliament, 
«*  and  of  every  fubjed:  of  England,  to  have  an  op- 
"  portunity  of  making  his  defence  before  he  fuf- 
*'  fers  any  fort  of  punifhment,  and  therefore 
«  humbly  defired  her  majefty  that  fhc  would  be 
"  pleafed  not  to  remove  the  Lord  Biftiop  of  Wor- 
"  cefter  from  the  place  of  lord  almoner,  nor  to 
"  fhew  any  mark  of  her  difpleafure  towards  him, 
**  till  he  be  foundguilty  of  fome  crime  by  due  courfe 
"  of  law."  This  addrefs  being  prcfented  to  the 
queen,  Ihe  returned  anfwer,  "  That  flie  agreed 
**  that  every  peer  and  lord  of  parliament,  and 
«*  indeed  every  other  perfon,  ought  to  have  an 
**  opportunity  of  being  heard  to  any  matters 
^'  objeded  againft  him  before  he  bepuniflied; 

•*  that 
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^  that  ihc  had  not  ytt  received  any  complaint 
*«  againft  the  Bifhop  of  Worcefterj  but  Ihe  looked 
*'  upon  it  as  her  undoubted  right  to  continue  or 
**  dilplace  any  fervant  attending  Upon  her  own 
**  perfon,  when  fhe  fhould  think  proper.'*  The 
lords  upon  this  anfwer,  refolvcd  the  fame  day  una- 
himbuflyi  *«  That  no  lord  of  their  houfe  ought  to 
**  fufFer  any  fort  of  puniflimentby  any  proceed-*" 
"  ings  of  the  houfe  of  commons^  otherwifc  than 
**  according  to  the  kndwn  and  ancient  rules  and 
*'  methods  of  parliament*** 

Mr.  Compttdller  fepoltcd  td  th6  hdufc  of  com- 
mons that  their  refolutions^  and  addrefs  to  her 
majeftyj  for  the  temoring  TVilliam  Lord  Bifliop 
of  JForcifter  from  being  lord  almoner  to  her 
tnajeftyi  had  been  ptefented  to  her  majefty,  and 
that  her  majeity  had  been  pleafed  to  give  this 
inoft  gracious  anfwen 

"  i  am  very  forry  thdt  there  is  occafion  for  this 
*»  addrefs  againft  the  Bifhop  of  Worcefier.  I  fliall 
*'  order  and  dire<9:>  that  he  (hall  no  longer  continue 
**  to  fupply  the  place  of  almoner ;  but  I  will  put 
^  another  in  his  roomi  to  perform  that  office.** 

P  a  Refohedi 
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Refolved^  "  That  the  moft  humble  thanks  of 
"  this  houfe  be  returned  to  her  majefty,  for 
'*  her  majefty's  moft  gracious  anfwer  to  their 
"  addrefs  relating  to  William  ^  Lord  Bifhop 
"  of  IForcefter:' 

Ordered^  '^  That  Mr.  Comptroller  of  her  mar 
"  jefty's  houfehold  do  return  the  faid  moft 
^  humble  thanks  of  this  houfe  to  her  ma- 
*'  jefty." 

March  25,  Ordered,  "That  the  evidence  given 
in  at  the  bar  of  this  houfe,  upon  the  charge 
of  Sir  John  Pakington  againft  William 
Lord  Bifliop  of  Worcefter,  and  Mr.  Lloyd, 
"  his  fon,  be  printed,  together  with  the  pra- 
*'  ceedings  of  that  houfe  thereupon." 


CC 


Ordered,  *'  That  the  week's  books,  in  relation 

*«  to  the  faid  evidence,  be  examined,  and 

thaf   Mr.   Speaker  do  take  care  of  the 

printing  the  faid  evidence  and  proceed- 
ings. 


CC 
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Ordered,  *'  That  the  further  confideration  of 

'*  the  matter  relating  to  the  Lord  Biihop 

^  of  Worcefter  be  adjourned  till  this  day 

•  •«  fe*nnight/' 

Oft 
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On  the  23d,  1703,  the  follcitor-general  re- 
ported to  the  houfe  the  proceedings  which  had 
been  made  againft  Mr.  Lloyd,  the  Lord  Bifhop  of 
Worcefter's  fon. 

Ancient  State. 

Worcefterftiire,  which  is  an  inland  county, 
bounded  by  Stafford  fhire  on  the  north;  Warwick- 
Ihire,  on  the  eaft ;  Gloucefterlhire,  on  the  fouth  ; 
and  by  Herefordfhire  and  Shropfhire,  on  the 
weft;  is  thirty-fix  miles  in  length,  twenty-eight  in 
breadth,  and  one  hundred  and  thirty  miles  in  cir- 
cumference ;  and,  in  the  time  of  the  Romans, 
was,  according  to  Camden,  inhabited  by  the  Cor- 
navii. 

During  the  heptarchy  it  was  part  of  the  king- 
dom of  Mercia,  and  was  called  by  the  Saxons 
Wirecefterfcyre,  which  is  thought  to  have  arifen 
from  the  forcft  of  Wire,  part  of  which  is  ftill  in 
being  about  Bewdley,  and  formerly  extended  as 
far  as  Worcefter,  whence  that  city  was  called  the 
fortrefs  of  Wire.  A  part  of  the  inhabitants  were 
called  Wiccii ;  a  name  which  fome  fuppofe  was 
given  them  on  account  of  the  winding  courfe  of 
the  Severn,  termed  Wic  by  the  Saxons ;  while 
others  maintain  that  it  was  derived  from  the  fait- 
pits,  named  wicbcs. 

P3  The 
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The  country  of  Wiccia  h^d  a  viceroy  of  itg 
own,  as  we  are  informed  by  Florence  of  Wor-r 
pcfter,  who  fays^  that  Ofhere^  viceroy  of  the 
Wiccians,  perfuaded  king  Ethelred  to  conflitute 
a  bifliop  over  his  country,  that  it  might  have  the 
honour  of  having  one  of  its  own.  When  this  was 
done,  the  bifhop  fixed  his  fee  at  Worcefter,  but 
was  called  the  biftiop  of  Wiccia. 

While  the  heptarchy  continued,  it  was  go- 
verned under  the  Mercian  kings  by  an  earl,  who 
had  a  kind  of  regal  power,  which  feems  to  have 
been  greater  than  in  other  places. 

This  county  is  divided  into  fcven  hundreds^ 
containing  the  city  ofWorcefter,  and  ten  market- 
towns,  viz.  Bewdley,  Bromfgrove,  Droitwich^ 
Dudley,  Evelham,  Kidderminfter,  Parfhore,  Ship^ 
ton-upon-Stour,  Stourbridge,  Tenbury,  and  Up- 
ton. '  It  is  in  the  province  of  Canterbury^  anc| 
diocefe  of  Worcefter  ;  contain^  one  hundred  an^ 
fifty-two  parifties,  and  fends  nine  members  tQ 
parliament  j  two  knight§  of  the  (hire,  two  mem-r 
bers  for  the  city  of  Worcefte,  two  for  the  borough 
of  Droit wich,  two  for  Evelham,  and  one  for 
Bewdley, 

WOR, 
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Political  Character. 


WE  enter  with  reludancc  upon  the  painful 
talk  of  introducing  the  political  charafter  of  a 
populous  and  opulent  city,  under  the  ftigma  of 
venality  ^nd  corruption.  To  the  honour  of  the 
majority  of  its  eledlors,  howc;ver,  and  to  that 
perfevering  fpirif  which  they  manifefted  through 
three  expenfive  contefts,  and  the  trial  of  as  many 
petitions,  it  affords  us  the  fatisfadlion  of  demon- 
ftrating,  that  praflices  fubverfive  of  national 
liberty  cannot  be  ufed  in  popular  eledions  with^ 
out  detedlion,  nor  efcape  under  the  ordeal  of 
Juftice  without  punifhment. 

Upon  the  death  of  Henry  Crabb  Boulton,  elq. 
in  1773,  who  was  one  of  the  reprefentatives  for 
this  city.  Sir  Watkin  iiewes  was  invited,  by  a 
committee  of  the  independent  eledlors,  deputed 
by  them  for  that  purpofe,  to  become  a  candidate 
to  fupply  the  vacancy.  Thomas  Bates  Rous,  efq. 
was  oppofc4  to  him  by  the  intereft  of  the  miniftry. 

P^  the 
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the  corporation,    and    the    Earl    of  Coventry, 
who  is  recorder  of  this   city,   and   has  a   feat 
in  the  neighbourhood.     Mr.  Rous  was  returned 
by  the  fheriff,  after  a  poll  ©f  feveral  days ;  and 
on  the  20th  of  January,   17741  a  petition  was 
prefented  to  the  houfe  of  commons,  by  Sir  Watkin 
Lewis,  fetting  forth,  "  That,  at  the  late  eledion  of 
a  member  to  reprefent  the  city  of  Worcefter  in 
parliament,  in  the  room  of  the  late  Henry  Crabb 
Boulton,  efq.  deccafed,  the  petitioner,  and  Thomas 
Bates  Rous,  efq.  were  candidates ;  and  that  the 
faid  Thomas  Bates  Rous,  by  himfelf  and  agents, 
after  the  faid  vacancy  happened,  and  previous  to 
and  during  the  poll,  was  guilty  of  bribing  and 
corrupting,  and  attempting  to  bribe  and  corrupt, 
thofe  who  had  a  right  to  vote  in  the  faid  eledlion, 
in  order  to  procure  himfelf  to  be  eleded  to  ferve 
in  parliament  for  the  faid  city ;  and  that  many 
of  the  aldermen  of  the  faid  city  afted  as  agents 
for  the  faid  Thomas  Bates  Rous,  and  alfo  did 
bribe,  and  attempt  to  bribe,   with  money  and 
otherwife,  a  great  many  freemen  of  the  faid  city, 
to  induce  them  to  give  their  votes  for  the  faid 
Thomas   Bates  Rous,  at  the  faid  election ;  and 
that  William  Mathews,  efq.  (herifFand  returning 
officer  of  the  faid  city,  aded  partially  and  unfairly, 
before  and  during  the  poll,  in  rejeding  good  votes 

for 
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fDr  the  petitioner,  and  admitting  perfons  not 
(jualified  to  vote  for  the  faid  Thomas  Bates  Rous^ 
and  in  many  other  refpefts  was  guilty  of  partiality 
in  the  execution  of  his  office ;  and  that,  by  thefc 
and  other  illegal  means,  the  faid  Thomas  Bates 

4 

Rous  procured  a  majority  of  votes  upon  the  poll, 
and  was  returned  to  fervc  in  parliament  for  the 
faid  city,  in  prejudice  of  the  petitioner,  and  ih 
open  defiance  of.  the  law,  an4  the  freedom  of 
eledlions/'  "»  - 

On  the  2d  of  February  following,  a  committee 
was  appointed  to  try  the  merits  of  this  petition, 
who,  on  the  8th  of  the  fame  month,  reported  to 
the  houfe, 

"That  Thomas  Bates  Rous,  efq.  the  fitting 
«  member,  is  not  duly  eleded/' .  And  alfo. 


€€ 


That  Sir  Watkin  Lewes,  knt.  is  not  duly 
ele(fled  to  ferve  in  this  prefent  parliament  for 
the  city  of  Worcefter. 


A  new  writ  was  therefore  ordered  to  be  ifliacd 
for  a  new  election. 


At 


$1$  WORCJE&TBR^ 

'  At  tbi$  fecond  eledtioa  Colonel  Lechmere  wa« 
£et  up  by  the  minifterial  party^  in  oppolition  to 
Sir  Watkin  Lewes,  and  waa  returned  by  a  fraall 
majority;  but  as  the  parliament  at  that  time  was 
nearly  expiring,  and  the  dillblution  almoft  daily 
expeded,  the  citizens  of  Worcefter  deferred  con- 
ceiting thei):  caufe  any  iurth^r^  till  the  general 
gleAion, 

When  the  diifolution  took  place,  in  September  i 

following,  Mr.  Rous  was  again  a  candidate,  on 
the  old  intereil,  in  conjunction  with  Mr«  Walfh, 
the  late  member ;  and  Sir  Watkin  ]>wes,  and 
Edward  Bearcroft,  the  counfel,  were  oppofed  to 
them  by  the  independent  interefl  of  the  city  of 
Worcefter.  At  the  clofe  of  the  poll  the  nujuberi 
were, 

For  Mr.  Rous,        — •  9  8  ^ 

Mr.  Wallh,      —  893 

Sir  Watkin  Lewes,  736 

Mr.  Bearcroft,    —  31^ 

Upon  which  the  two  former  were  returned. 

On  the  31ft  of  Odober  following,  Sir  Watkii^ 
Lewes  prefented  a  fecond  petition  to  the  houfe^ 

fetting 
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fctting  forth^  ^  That>  at  the  late  cledion  of  mcm^ 
bcrs  to  reprcfent  the  city  of  Worcefter  in  parlia- 
plenty  John  Wallh,   and  Thomas  Bates  Rou^, 
cfqrs.  and  the  petitioner,  were  candidates ;  and 
that,  previous  to  and  durihg  the  late  eledion,  the 
laid  Mr-  Walfh  and  Mr.  Rous  did,  by  themfelves 
and  their  agents,  bribe  and  corrupt,  and  atiempt 
to  bribe  and  corrupt,  thofe  who  had  a  right  tQ 
vote  at  the  faid  eleAion,  in  order  to  procure  them- 
felves to  be  eleded,  to  ferve  in  parliament  for  the 
faid  city ;  and  that,  previous  to  and  at  the  faid 
eledion,   William  Mathews,  efq.  mayor  of  the 
faid  city,  and  fevcral  aldermen  and  juftices  of  the 
faid  city,  with  many  of  the  common-council^ 
fidled  as  agents  for  the  faid  John  Walfh  and  Tho-^ 
mas  Bates  Rous,   and  threatened,  and  publicly 
canvaflTed  and  folic  i ted  great  numbers  of  the  free- 
fnen  of  the  faid  city  to  vote  for  Mr.  Walfh  and 
Mr.  Rous  ;  and  promifed  that  they  fhould  be  fet 
fiown  as  conflables,  and  have  a  certain  reward  for 
their  votes ;  and  alfo  did  bribe,  and  attempt  to 
bribe,  with  money,  and  otherwife  corrupt,  a  great 
many  freemen  of  the  laid  city,  to  induce  them  to 
vote  for  the  faid  John  Walfh  and  Thomas  Batc^ 
Rous,  or  one  of  them,  at  the  faid  eledion ;  and 

were 
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were  guilty  of  divers  other  corrupt  and  illegal 
prafticcs,  in  order  to  procure  a  majority  for  the 
faid  Mr.  Wallh  and  Mr.  Rous ;  and  that,  hy 
means  thereof  and  other  undue  influence,  the 
faid  mayor,  aldermen,  and  common-council,  as 
agents  for  the  faid  Mr.  Walfh  and  Mr.  Rous, 
procured  many  freemen  to  vote  in  their  intereft 
.  for  the  faid  Mr.  Walfh  and  Mr.  Rous,  who 
wouW  otherwife  have  voted  for  the  petitioner; 
and  that  the  faid  mayor,  feveral  of  the  aldermen 
and  juflices  of  the  faid  city,  and  their  town-clerk, 
for  feveral  days  before  and  during  the  election, 
met  together,  nominated,  appointed,  and  fwore 
in,  many  freemen,  and,  as  the  petitioner  believes, 
to  the  number  of  three  hundred  and  upwards,  to 
be  conftables,  under  a  promife  from  fuch  perfons 
that  they  would  vote  for  Mr.  Walfh  and  Mr.  Rous ; 
for  which  they  fhould  have  certain  rewards  in 
money ;  which  was  afterwards  paid  to  them  out 
of  the  money  and  funds  of  the  corporation  of  the 
faid  city,  or  by  the  faid  Mr.  Walfh  and  Mr.  Rous ; 
by  which  means  the  faid  mayon  and  aldermen 
did  corruptly  obtain  a  majority  of  votes  for  Mr. 
Rous  and  Mr.  Wallh  upon  the  poll ;  and  that  a 
peer  of  this  realm,  and  a  lord  of  parliament,  did, 

by 
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by  himfelf  and  his  agents,  interfere  in  the  faid 
election,   by  canvafling  and  foliciting  votes  on 
behalf  of  the  laid  John  Walfti,  and  ufing  threats 
to  intimidate  the  freelncn  from  giving  their  votes 
to  the  petitioner,  in  violation  of  the  privileges  of 
the  houfe,  the  freedom  of  eledion,  and  a  high 
infringement  of  the  rights  of  the  commons  of 
Great  Britain ;  and  that  John  Williams,  gentle- 
man, IherifF,  and  returning  officer  of  the  faid 
city,  adled  partially  and  unfairly,  before  and  du- 
ring the  eledlion,  in  rejedling  good  votes  for  the 
petitioner,  and  admitting  perfons  not  qualified 
to  vote,  for  the  faid  John  Walfti  and  Thomas 
Bates  Rous,  and  in  many  other  refpedls  was  guilty 
of  partiality  in  the  execution  of  his  office ;  and 
that,  by  thefe  and  other  illegal  means,  the  faid 
John  Walfti  and  Thomas  Bates  Rous  procured  a 
majority  upon  the  poll,  and  were  returned- to 
ferve  in  parliament  for  the  faid  city,  in  prejudice 
of  the  petitioner,  who  had  a  majority  of  legal 
votes,  and  ought  to  have  been  returned;   and 
therefore  praying  the  houfe  to  take  the  premifes 
into  confideration,  and  to  grant  him  fuch  relief 
therein  as  Ihall,  upon  examination,  appear  to  be 
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The  objeifls  of  the  petitioner  were^ 

ill.  To  prove  thatbribeiy  hid  been  committee^ 
by  the  fitting  members,  or  their  agents;  and 
thereby  to  make  the  eledlion  void,  as  to  them. 

2dly,  To  difqualify  fuch  a  number  of  the 
voters  for  the  fitting  members,  and  to  add  fuch  a 
number  to  the  poll  of  the  petitioner,  as  to  leave  a 
majority  in  his  favour,  and  entitle  him  to  be  de- 
clared duly  eleded. 

3dly,  To  induce  the  committee  to  make  a  fpe- 
cial  report  to  the  houfe  of  the  various  matters 
particularly  alledged  in  the  petition  againft  the 
fitting  members,  the  corporation,  the  returning 
oflicer,  the  peer  whofe  influence  was  complained 
of,  and  the  corrupted  voters* 

On  the  firft  head,  witnefles  were  produced,  whd 
fwore  to  pofitive  ads  of  bribery  and  promifes,  by 
Mn  Walfh  himfelf,  and  by  his  agents.  There 
was  no  attempt  to  charge  Mn  Rous  dircftly ;  but 
it  was  contended,  that  Mr.  Walfh,  and  his  agents, 
were  to  be  confidcred  as  agents  for  Mr.  Rous, 
who,  therefore,  muft  be  affeded  by  what  they 
had  done. 

a  Ort 
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On  the  Second  head  there  were  the  fiJIowing 
6bje<2ions  to  diflferent  clafles  of  voters  for  the 
fitting  members. 

1  ft,  To  a  great  number,  that  their  votes  had 
been  procured  by  money  or  promifes.  This  was 
the  main  point  of  the  cafe ;  being  fufficient,  if 
proved  to  the  full  extent,  to  have  given  the  pe- 
titioner a  majority  over  both  the  fitting  mcm^ 
bcrs* 


By  a  charter  of  James  I.  the  city  of  Worccfter,, 
which  was,  before  that  time^  and  continues  to  be^ 
a  county  of  itfelf,  is  incorporated  by  the  natne  of 
the  mayor,  aldermen,  and  citizens  of  the  city  of 
Worceften  There  is  a  common-council,  com. 
pofcd  of  two  bodies,  one  of  twenty-four,  the 
other  of  forty-eight,  making  together  fevcnty- 
two  conunon^ouncilmen.  The  number  of  cU 
tizens  is  indefinite ;  the  mayor  and  fix  aldermen 
are  chofen  annually  out  of  the  twenty-four  by  the 
feventy-two.  Thefc  fix  aldermen,  and  the  mayor^ 
are,  by  their  offices,  juftices  of  the  peace  for  the 
oily. 

The 


224  WORCESTER* 

The  day  before  the  cledlion  began,  the  com-, 
mon-council,  the  greateft  part  of  whom  were  in 
the  intereft  of  the  fitting  members,  made  the 
following  refolutions  and  order. 

nth  Odl.  1774.  Refohed^  "  That  it  be  recom- 
«*  mended  to  the  mayor  andjuftices  to  ap- 
•*  point  fuch  a  number  of  conftables  as  they 
«^  fliall  think  proper,  to  prefervc  the  peace 
••  during  the  eledion  of  members  to  repre- 
•'  fent  this  city  in  parliament.' * 

Ordered^  "  That  the  expences  attending  fuch 
*•  appointment  be  defrayed  by  this  corpora- 
«'  tion/* 

Accordingly,  about  three  hundred  were  fworn 
,  in ;  and  they  received  one  fhilling  and  fixpence  a 
day  from  the  chamberlain,  out  of  the  money  of 
the  corporation,  for  a  week :  all  the  conftables^ 
except  about  ten  or  twelve,  were  freemen,  and 
voted  for  the  fitting  members.  At  former 
eledlions  it  had  been  ufual  to  appoint  a  certain 
number  of  fpecial  conftables  to  keep  the  peace  j 
but  they  were  not  fo  numerous  as  at  this  eledttoq; 
and  they  were  paid,  in  equal  proportions,  by  the 

candidates, 
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ctuu^dateSj  and  not  by  the  corporation.  There 
were  feveral  of  the  perfons  appointed^  on  this  pre- 
lent  occaii<m>  lame^  or  fo  infirm  as  to  be  incapable 
of  doing  the  duty  of  the  office ;  infomuch  that^  a 
riot  having  happened  during  the  courfe  of  the 
poU^  it  was  thought  neceflary  to  fwear  in  about 
ten  or  twelve  able-bodied  watermen.  Thefe 
watermen  were  the  only  conllables  who  were 
not  freemen* 

FroiA  the  circumftances  juft  ftated,  it  was 
contended^  that  the  appointment  of  fo  many  free- 
men to  be  conllables  was  only  colourable ;  that 
being  all  voters^  and  having  voted  for  the  fitting 
inembers,  the  money  paid  to  them  muft  be  cbrt- 
lidered  as  bribes  giv^n  thehi  by  the  corporation^ 
who  were  agents  of  Walfti  and  Rous ;  that  all  the 
votes  of  the  conllables  therefore  ought  to  be  llnic^k 
pfF  the  polL 

Belides  this,  there  w*r6  withefles  who  faid,  that 
two  agents  of  Wallh,  in  their  prefence,  had  of- 
fered,  on  the  30th  of  September,  to  a  company 
of  about  twenty-five  freemen,  to  make  them 
conllables,  if  they  would  vote  for  Wallh  and 
Rous ;  and  faid  they  ihould  have  a  guinea  from 
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each  candidate ;  and  that  many  of  them  accepted 
on  that  condition.  One  of  the  w^tneiles  faid, 
he  afked  Avhether  he  might  not  be  half  a  conftabk, 
if  he  polled  for  Walfli ;  and  that  he  was  told  he 
could  not  be  a  conflable^  unlefs  he  would  vote  for 
Walih ;  feveral  perfons  fwore  to  declarations  of 
voters  who  were  made  conftables ;  that  they  had 
received  money  from  or  on  the  behalf  of  Wallh  ; 
and  that  they  were  promifed  more. 

-  There  was  a  confiderable  number  of  out- 
voters,  refident  in  London,  Birmingham,  Kid-^ 
derminfter,  and  other  places,  whofe  expences 
were  defrayed  by  the  fitting  members.  It  was 
alfo  fworn,  that  they  were  promifed  money  for 
their  trouble  by  the  agents.  Many  declared 
that  they  had  voted,  in  expecftation  of  a  reward  p 
fome,  that  they  had  received  the  money  after  they 
had  polled. 

On  Thurfday  the  i8th  of  April,  the  committee, 
by  their  chairman,  informed  the  houfe,  that  they 
had  determined. 

That  the    two  fitting  members  were  duly 
eledted* 

No 
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No  vacancy  for  this  city  happened  afterward 
till  the  general  eledlion  of  1 7  8o»  when  Mr.  Rous 
was  again  a  candidate^  on  the  interefl:  of  the  cor- 
poracion^  in  conjundtion  with  the  Hon.  William 
Ward,  now  Lord  Vifcount  Dudley,  and  again 
oppofed  by  Sir  Watkin  Lewes,  on  the  independent 
intereft.  Mr.  Rous  and  Mr.  Ward  were  fuccefs- 
ful ;  and  on  the  20th  of  November  following,  a 
third  petition  was  prefcnted  to  the  houfe,  from  the 
freemen  of  Worcefter,  complaining,  "  That,  at 
the  laft  election  of  members  to  fcrve  in  parlia- 
ment for  the  city  of  Worcefter,  the  Right  Hon. 
Sir  Watkin  Lewes,  knt.  now  lord-mayor  of  the 
city  of  London,  the  Hon.  William  Ward,  and 
Thomas  Bates  Rous,  efq.  were  candidates ;  and 
that  feveral  of  the  aldermen,  juftices,  and  others, 
of  the  faid  city,  hawked  about,  and  offered  the 
reprefentation  of  the  faid  city  for  fale,  at  the  laft 
general  eleftion,  for  a  fum  of  4000!.^  or  other 
large  fum  of  money ;  and  did  treat  with  feveral 
perfons  for  that  purpofe ;  and  that,  in  confequence 
of  bribery  and  corruption,  and  by  undue  and 
oppreffive  influence,  committed  and  praftifed 
by  the  faid  William  Ward,  or  feveral  of  the  al- 
dermen, juftices,  and  others,  of  the  faid  city,  as 
agents  for  the  faid  William  Ward,  a  majority  of 

Qji  votes 
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votes  was  procured  upon  the  poU>  contrary  to  the 
general  fenfe  and  wifhes  of  the  freemen^  who 
would  otherwife  have  eledled  the  faid  Sir  Watkin 
Lewes^  if  it  had  not  been  for  ili^al  means 
made  ufe  of  in  favour  of  the  faid  Mr.  Ward,  as 
aforefaid/' 

This  petition  was  tried  by  a  committee  ap^ 
pointed  the  6th  of  February,  1781,  who,  on  the 
1 5  th  of  the  faid  month,  reported  to  the  houfe, 

«  That  the  Hon.  William  Ward  was  duly 
"  eleded." 

The  limits  of  our  work  will  not  fufFer  us  to  go 
at  lai^c  into  the  evidence  on  thefe  feveral  peti-» 
tions ;  nor  would  it  prove  more  than  what  appears 
almod  through  every  cafe  which  comes  before  the 
houfe  of  commons ; — that  corruption  prevails  ;— 
and  that  the  influence  of  magiftrates  and  corpo^ 
rations  is  generally  exerted  to  deflroy  the  freedom 
of  eledUons ; — that  freemen  and  burgefles  are  ad- 
mitted, orrefufed  their  admifllon,  by  corporations^ 
with  little  or  no  regard  to  claims  legally  and  juflly 
founded,  but  merely  to  fuit  the  purpofes  of 
whatever  party  the  leading  men  in  each  city  or 

borough 
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borough  may  find  it  their  intcrefl:  to  efpoufe ;  znd, 
even  the  poor-rates  in  fcot-and-loc  boroughs  arc 
corrupted  into  engines  of  defpotifin.  The  taxing 
a  number  of  perfons  who  have  no  right,  and 
omitting  another  defcription,  who  poffefs  or 
occupy  rateable  houfes,  has  been  the  means  of 
giving  a  colourable  majority  in  many  elediions ; 
but  we  {hall  fubjoin  to  our  account  of  this  city  an 
addrefs  to  the  freemen  of  Worcefter,  publilhed 
fliortly  after  the  decifion  of  one  of  the  committeeSj, 
under  the  authority  of  the  candidate,  which  will 
explain,  more  forcibly  than  we  can  exprefs,  hi)5, 
fentiments  ^nd  feelings  upon  the  occafion. 

From  the  Worcefier  Joumah 
SV  the  Freemen  of  the  City  of  Worcester, 

««  GentlemjeNa, 

**  Permit  me  in  this  public  manner  to  return 
«  you  my  fincerc  and  moft  unfeigned  thanks  for 
^«the  very  honourable  and  independent  fupport 
«'  I  have  received  from  you,  and  to  thofc  honeft 
«  friends  who  aifcMrded  me  their  voluntary  protec- 
«*  tion  at  the  laft  clc(flion,  againft  the  infuits  of 
*«  mercenaries,  hired,  under  the  colour  of  con* 
«  ftables,  to.proftitute  their  fuffrages. 

Qj  *fl  beg 
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"  I  beg  likewife  to  add  my  thanks  to  thofc  per* 
"  fons  who  gave  their  teftimony  from  a  defire  of 
«  public  juftice. 

^*  In  vain  did  we  confide  in  the  juftice  of  our 
«*  caufe ;  in  vain  did  we  expcdl  that  4  committee 
^'  of  the  houfe  of  commons  would  ftigmatife 
"  bribery,  corruption,  and  perjury  :  the  majority 
•'  of  that  committee  bed  know  how  they  can 
account  to  their  confciences  and  their  country, 
for  having  j;iven  a  verdidt  upon  oath,  import- 
«*  ing,  in  effect,  that  there  was  no  bribery,  no 
"  unconftitutional,  no  undue  influence,  in  the  laft 
"  eledlion  for  the  city  of  Worcefler ;  or  that  pro- 
•'  mifes  made,  and  money  given  to  eleAors,  before 
*'  and  at  the  time  of  the  eledlion,  was  not  done 
•'  for  the  purpofe  corruptly  to  procure  their  votes. 
*•  I  will  not  fay  all  that  might  be  faid  upon  this 
•*  verdiA,  all  that  truth  might  didate,  as  fads 
^'bcftfpeak  for  themfelves ;  but  this  1  will  fay, 
*'the  conmiittee,  by  their  late  determination, 
•*have  dreadfully  and  mournfully  difappointed 
*«  the  juft  expedbitions  of  the  public. 

^*  My  concern  arifes,  not  fo  much  on  my  own 
"  account,  as  on  that  of  a  great  city  ftruggling 

•*  for 
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«  for  its  independence  ••  which,  by  fuch  a  deter- 
•«  mination,  is  beconte  the  property. of  the  Eaft- 
**  India  company.  I  deplore  with  you  the  fallen 
^*  virtue  of  our  country,  and  that  bribery  is  now 
*'  permitted  toftalk  triumphant  through  the  land, 
**  corrupting  the  fountain  of  public  fecurity.  I 
**  feel  the  more,  as  it  involves  in  its  confequences 
**  the  downfall  of  an  adl  of  parliament,  which 
«*  the  people  have  been  taught  to  look  up  to  as  a 
"  fecurity  for  the  freedom  of  elcdlions. 

"  I  {hould  be  wanting  in  that  duty  which  I  owe 
«*  to  you  and  the  public,  were  I  not  to  take  notice 
"  of  the  interpofition  of  the  houfe,  in  depriving 
«*  me  of  my  rightful  challenges,  and  polluting  * 
•*  the  dreams  of  public  juftice. 


The  fitting  members,  though  notorioufly 
known  to  have  been  fupported  by  the  fame  in- 
"  tereft,  were  allowed  to  ftrike  off  twenty-four  to 
*'  my  twelve ;  whereby  a  majority  was  procured. 
"  Whether  they  were  worthy  to  fit  in  judgment 
"  on  the  rights  of  freemen,  I  ftiall  leave  to  you  and 
«  the  whole  kingdom  to  determine,  by  their  late 
^  report, 

0^4  «'  There 
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*^  There  is  no  perfbn  who  entertains  a  highci' 
«*  refpecfl  and  reverence  than  I  do  for  the  different 
«*  orders  of  the  State ;  it  was  that  refpedt  and  rcve- 
«*  rencc  which  induced  me  to  complain  of  the 
«  encroachments  of  the  ariftocratic  power.  I  la- 
•«  ipent  that  the  people;,  for  whofe  benefit  all 
« governments  arc  inftitured ,  have  loft  their 
«  weight  in  the  legiflature  of  this  country :  I  la- 
«'  ment  that  an  open  violation  of  your  privileges 
«*  fhould  pafs  unnoticed  by  the  guardians  of  the 
**  rights  of  the  people. 

^*  In  this  long,  cxpenfive,  and  unequal  conteft, 
*«  every  art  has  been  pradliced  to  harrafs  and 
«*diftrcfs  me,  for  having  dared  to  affert  your 
*«  rights.  I  am,  however,  happy  in  the  reflexioo> 
«'  that  I  have  difcharged  my  duty  to  you,  gentle- 
^  men,  and  to  my  country, 

"  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  the  greatcft 
"  cftccm  and  regard, 

*.*  Your  obliged  and 

"  faithful  humble  fervant, 

•<  WATKIN  LEWES." 

As  a  teftimony  of  the  public  approbation,  the 
city  of  London  unanimoufly  voted  their  thanks 
to  Sir  Watkin  Lewes,  by  their  corporation,  for  the 

manly 
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manly  defence  he  had  made  in  fupport  of  the 
freedom  of  eledtion;  and  the  ladies  of  Worcefter 
prefented  Lady  Lewes  with  a  complete  fet  of 
Worcefter-manufacfhired  poreclsfcin,  emblazoned 
with  the  arms  of  Sir  Watkin  Lewes  and  thofe  of 
the  city  of  Worcefter,  with  a  filver  table  engraved 
with  appofite  devices,  and  finiihed  >yith  exquifice 
tafte  and  magnificence. 

At  the  general  eledtion  in  1784,  the  Hon. 
William  Ward,  and  Samuel  Smith,  efq.  of  Alder- 
manbury,  were  chofen  without  oppofition.  Upon 
Mr.  Ward's  fuccecding  to  the  peerage,  Mr.  Wigley 
was  eleded  in  his  room.  A  contefl  arofe  at  the 
laft  general  election,  the  two  late  members  being 
oppofed  by  Mr.  Lechmere,  the  barrifter ;  when 
the  numbers  at  the  final  clofe  of  the  poll  were,  for 

Edmund  Wigley,  efq,  —  959 
Edmund  Lechmere,  efq.  -^  892 
Samuel  Smith,  efq.        —       692 

Ancient  State. 

Worcefter,  the  chief  town  in  the  county,  which 
is  delightfully  feated  on  the  eaftem  bank  of  the 
Severn,  is  generally  fuppofed  to  have  been  known 
to  the  Romans  by  the  names  Branovium  and  Bra^ 

nogenium» 
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nogeniuniy  though  it  has  been  long  fince  called  in 
Latin^  as  it  is  now»  Wigornia ;  and  is  thought  to 
have  been  one  of  the  chief  cities  built  by  them,  in 
order  to  curb  the  Britons  who  dwelt  beyond  the 
Severn.  It  was  called  by  the  Saxons  Weogare- 
ceafter,  Wegeoma-ceafter,  or  Wire-ceaftcr,  which 
are  generally  fuppofed  to  be  a  contraction  of 
Wicware-cefter,  Wigora  or  Wigra-ceafter,  fig- 
nifying  the  city  of  the  men  of  Wiccia.  It  was 
made  the  fee  of  a  bilhop  by  Ethelred,  king  of  the 
Mercians,  who  founded  a  cathedral  here,  the 
firft  bifhbp  of  which  was  Bofelus,  who  was  con- 
fecrated  in  the  year  680. 

This  city  has  fevcral  times  been  burnt,  parti- 
cularly in  1041,  by  king  Hardicanute,  to  punifh 
the  inhabitants,  who,  being  provoked  by  the  heavy 
taxes  he  laid  upon  them,  killed  his  coUedtors ;  at 
which  he  was  fo  enraged,  that  he  maffacred  them 
all,  except  a  few  that  efcaped  into  Beverly,  an 
idand  in  the  river,  fet  fire  to  the  town,  and  ra- 
vaged the  country  round  it.  However,  in  fome 
meafurc,  it  recovered  itfelf  from  thjs  difafter ;  but 
in  the  year  1080,  in  the  reign  of  William  Rufus, 
Roger  de  Montgomery,  Earl  of  Shrewlbury, 
coming  with  a  great  body  of  Welchmcn,  turnt 

the 
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the  fuburbs,    and  attacked  the  <;\tyi    but  the 
townfmen^   (hutting  th^  g^itcs;   conveyed  their 
-wives^  children,  Md  goods,  into  the  caftle,  and 
then   made  a  brave  refiflance.      Wolflan,   the 
bifhop,  perceiving  that  fome  of  the  enemy  had 
left  the  fiege  to  ravage  the  country,  encouraged 
the  inhabitants  to  make  a  fally,  which  they  did 
with  fuch  advanuge,  that  they  killed  and  took 
prifoners  about  five  thoufand  men,  and  obliged 
the  reft  to  raife  the  fiege.     In  the  year  1113,  it 
was  again  nearly  deftroyed  by  a  cafual  fire  ;  the 
caftle  itfelf  was  entirely  confumed,  and  the  roof  of 
the  cathedral  received  great  damage.   This  is  fup- 
pofed  to  have  been  done  clandeftinely  by  the  Welfh, 
becaufe  this  city  ferved  to  curb  their  hoftilities  ;  in 
confequence  of  which  Henry  I.  raifed  a  great 
army,  and  marching  into  Wales,  made  a  prodi- 
gious flaughter,  and  reduced  them  to  fuch  ex- 
tremities, that  they  fubmitted  to  his  mercy. 

In  the  civil  wars  between  King  Stephen  and  the 
Emprefs  Matilda,  the  King  finding  that  William 
Beauchamp  of  Elmey,  to  whom  the  city  and 
cattle  belonged,  was  engaged  in  the  intereft  of 
Matilda,  he  difpcffefled  him  of  both,  and  gave 
them  to  the  Earls  of  Mellent  and  Leicefter ;  but  af* 

terwards 


3^  W  O  R  C  E  S  T  B  r/ 

terwards^  difapproving  of  his  condud,  he  refolved 
to  take  the  caftlc  from  him ;  for  which  purpofe 
he  aflaultcd  Worcefter  with  a  great  army,  and 
having  taken  the  city,  burnt  it  to  the  ground,  and 
returned  with  a  great  booty.  After  Stephen*s 
death,  the  Emprefs  reftored  the  city  and  caftle  to 
William  Beauchamp  and  his  heirs.  The  misfor- 
tunes of  the  city  did  not  end  here :  for  in  the  year 
1 1 75,  a  church,  which  had  been  lately  erefted^ 
fell  down ;  and  in  i  ao2,  the  city  was  again  de-- 
ftroyed  by  fire ;  in  1 2 1 6,  the  city  was  taken  by 
the  Earl  of  Chefter,  and  the  church  plundered ; 
two  years  after  which,  the  two  leffer  towers  of  the 
church  were  thrown  down  by  a  ftorm.  In  fliortj 
this  city  has  been  attacked  or  befieged,  and  fuf^ 
fered,  more  or  lefs,  in  all  the  civil  wars  between 
the  houfes  of  York  and  Lancafter ;  and  here  was 
ibught  the  decifive  battle  between  Charles  II.  and 
Cromwell ;  but  from  each  of  thefe  difafters  it 
always  loon  recovered,  and  continued,  for  the 
moft  part,  in  a  flpurifhing  condition. 

In  ancient  times  the  kings  of  England  were  ac- 
cuflomed  to  keep  their  Chriftmas  in  fome  great 
town;  and  accordingly  we  find,  that  in  the  year 

113^ 
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I130  King  Henry  I.  kept  his  Chriilnnias  here«  as 
did  Henry  IL  in  1 1 5  8^  and  King  John  in  1 2 14. 

iTiis  city,  which  is  a  county  of  itlclf,  was  an- 
ciently governed  by  two  bailiffs^  two  aldermen^ 
and  a  common-council^  and  fent  members  to  par^ 
liament  ai  origine^ 

Corporation* 

By  charter  of  James  I.  it  confifls  of  a  mayor, 
recorder,  Ihcriffs,  fix  aldermen,  twenty-four  com-" 
mon-councilmen,  and  forty-eight  afliftants^ 

Right  op  Election* 

1693,  Feb.  7.  Is  in  the  freemen  not  Iweiving 
Rlmsk 

1747,  Feb.  li.  Is  in  the  citizen^  of  the  faid 
city  not  receiving  aims,  and  admUtedto  their  free- 

dom  by  birtb^  or  by/ervitude^  cr  by  rcdmpticn^  in 

order  to  trade  within  the  faid  city. 

Number  of  Voters^ 
Seventeen  hundreds 

Returning  Officer. 
Hie  fticriff* 

DROIT- 
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Political  Character. 

THE  right  of  eleftion  in  this  borough  is  in 
twobailifFs,  a  recorder,  and  eleven  burgeffes,  who 
arc  ftyled  the  corporation  of  the  falt-lprings  of 
Droitwich. 

•  This  place  is  under  the  influence  of  Lord  Foley 
and  Sir  Edward  Winnington,  bart.  the  latter  of 
-whom  derives  it  from  the  family  of  Salway,  of 
Sunford,  in  this  county,  and  is  now  one  of  its 
members ;  the  other  is  the  Hon.  Andrew  Foley^ 
fecond  brother  to  Lord  Foley. 

Sir  Herbert  Pakington  has  alfo  an  intereft  in 
this  borough^  but  not  fufiiciently  ftrong  to  oppofe 
the  prcfent  members. 

Ancient  State. 

Droitwich,  or  Durtwich,  which  is  fuppofed  to 
have  received  its  name  from  its  falt-pits,  anciently 
called  wicbes,  and  its  dirty  fituation  upon  the 
river  Sal  warp,  confiftsonly  of  about  four  hundred 
houfesj  and  yet  has  four  churches.    It  is  famous 

for 
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for  faltj  which  is  made  here  in  vaft  quantities.  In 
Domefday-book  it  is  faid,  that  every  week,  in  the 
feafbn  of  wealing,  they  paid  off  a  tax  of  fixteen 
bullions;  which  is  fufficient  to  prove,  that  fait  was 
made  here  long  before  the  Conqueror's  furvey 
was  compiled.  Mention  is  alfo  made,  in  the 
reign  of  King  Athelftan,  of  the  fait  produced  in 
this  town. 

This  borough  having  fent  to  all  the  parliaments 
of  Edward  L  and  2, 4,  Edward  H.  ceafed  fending 

till  Philip  and  Mary  reftored  it  in  r554. 

« 

Corporation. 

This  place,  which  was  originally  incorporated 
by  King  John,  and  afterwards  by  charter  of  /»- 
/fcximus  of  James  I.  confifts  of  two  bailiffs,  a  re- 
corder, and  eleven  buf^effes. 

Right  of  Election. 

1 690,  Nov.  II.  Is  in  the  burgeffes  of  the  corpo* 
ration  of  the  falt-fprings  of  Droitwich. 

Number  of  Voters. 
Fourteen. 

Returning 
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Returning  Officers* 
Thebiiliiis. 

Patrons. 

Lord  Foley  and  Sir  Edward  Winnington« 


EVESHAM* 

Political  Character^ 

THISboroughi  which  was  incorporated  by  si 
charter  granted  by  King  James  I.  is  only  under 
partial  influence.  The  corporation  have  been 
always  much  attached  to  the  family  of  the  Rufh- 
outs,  of  Northwick,  iii  this  neighbourhood, 
whofe  intereft  has  been  ^onfidered  as  the  pre* 
vailing  one,  and  fufficient  to  procure  a  feat  in 
parliament  for  one  of  that  family.  The  other 
feat  is  open« 

At  the  laft  election,  in  1796,  there  turete  three 
candidates ;  viz.  Sir  John  Ruihoutj  in  his  own  in« 
tercft  J  Thomas  Thomfon^  efq.  in  that  of  Opppfi- 

tion; 
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cion  I  Mr.  Sullivan,  in  that  of  Adminiftratibn ; 
when  the  numbers,  on  the  clofc  of  the  poll,  were. 

For  Sir  John  Rufliout,  bart.       —     418 
Thomas  Thompfon,  efq*      *t-      407 

Mr.  Sullivan        —  —        374 

ANCl»lfT   StAtE* 

Evelham,  commonly  called  Elham,  which,  wc 
are  told  by  the  monkilh  writers,  received  its  name 
from  one  Efves,  fwinehcrd  to  Egwin,  bilhop  of 
Worcefter,  is  an  ancient  borough^  and  enjoys 
many  privileges ;  fome  by  prcfcription,  and  others 
by  charters.  It  has  two  parilh-churches ;  and  at 
Bengworth,  a  village  on  the  other  fide  of  the 
Avon,  but  included  within  the  jurifdi&ion  of  this 
town,  there  is  another. 

This  borough  having  fent  33  Edward  I.  ceafed 
returning  till  James  h  who  reftored  it  in  the  firft 
year  of  his  reign,  incorporated  it,  and  made  it  a 
mayor  town. 

CoHPOHATtOM 

Confifts  of  a  mayor,  recorder*  icrezi  •Uermcn* 
and  twelve  capital  buxgefles* 

Vol..  III.  R  The 
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The  mayor  and  four  of  the  aldermen  arejuf- 
tices  of  the  peace,  and  of  oyer,' terminer,  and  gaol 
delivery,  for  all  offences  committed  within  the 
jurifdidtion  of  the  borough,  high*  treafon  ex- 
cepted. 

Right  or  Election. 
1669,  Sept.  22.  Is  in  the  common  burgcflef. 

Number  op  Voters. 
About  eight  hundred. 

Returning  Officer^ 
The  mayor. 

Patron^ 

Sir  John  Rufhout,  partially. 


■*»iii 
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Political  Character. 

THE  right  of  eledion  in  this  borough  is  con-^ 
fined  to  the  corporation  only ;  confiding  of  a 
bailiff,  recorder^  and  twelve  burgeffes  ;   which 

rights 


i-ight;  if  it  may  be  fo  diftinguiflied,  it  rtceived 
by  a  charter  from  King  James  I.  It  returns  to 
parliament;  in  common  with  Abingdon,  MoA- 
mouth;  Higham  Ferrers,  and  Banbury;  but  one 
tnember.  The  influence  which  prevails  here,  i& 
thit  of  Lord  Weftcote;  whofe  fon,  the  Hoit. 
George  Fulke  Lyttelton,  is  the  prefcnt  repre- 
Tentative. 

Ancient  Statb: 

Bewdley,  or  Beawley,  anciently  called  Beaulicu^ 
which  fignifies  a  beautiful  place,  being  pleafantly 
lituated  on  the  declivity  of  a  hill, .  near  the  Se- 
vern, had  great  privileges  granted  it  by  Edward 
IV.  both  by  fea  and  land,  which  were  enlarged  by 
Henry  VII.  and  confirmed  by  Henry  VIII. 

r 

This  place  was  originally  incorporated  by  King 
James  I.  and  governed  by  a  bailiff  and  burgefles  • 
but  the  corporation  was  o^bligtd  to  furrender  their 
charter  in  the  reign  of  King  Charles  II.  and;  in" 
that  of  James  IL  they  were  forced,-  by  the  violence 
of  the  times,  to  accept  of  another. 

In  1707,  on  a  trial  at  law,  tHe  futrender  in  the 
feign  of  Charles  IL  was  judged  void;  and  a  new 

R  2  charter 
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Political  Character. 

THIS  county  is  the  firft  in  the  king^oni^  in 
territory,  population,  and  opulence  ;  the 
number  of  freeholders  being  upwards  of  fixteei^ 
thoufand ;  and  its  fhare  in  the  reprefentation,  agree- 
able  to  the  ratio  of  itis  taxes,  would  be  forty,  fix  oq^t 
of  five  hundred  and  fifty-eight,  which  at  prefent 
confl:itute  the  reprefcntative  body  of  th^  nation  : 
yet  the  boroughs  of  Midhurft:  and  Old  Sarum, 

< 

neither  of  which  hay^  a  houfe  remaining  in  it,  and 

thofe  of  Gatton  and  Caftle  Riflng,  where  there 

. '  •   ■  • 

are  no  more  confl:ituents  than  members,  fingly 
poflefs  an  equal  fhare  in  the  democratic  branch  of 
the  legiflature,  with  this  extenfivc  and  populous 
county. 

If  this  will  not  convince  the  moft  prejudiced 
minds  of  the  neceflity  of  a  reform,  neither  argu- 
ment nor  eloquence  can  be  ufed  to  any  purpofe. 

This 
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This  county  has  the  honour  to  give  a  feat  in 
parliament  to  William  Wilbcrforce,  efq.  whole 
extenfive  abilities,  fo  laudably  exercifed  in  the 
caufe  of  humanity,  have  rendered  his  name  facred 
in  the  prefcnt  times,  and  [will  tranfmit  it  to  po- 
fterity,  to  be  preferved  by  it  as  a  pledge  of  a 
peculiar  excellence.  The  abolition  of  the  flave- 
trade  was  an  object  in  which  his  beftevolcnt  mind 
was  continually  employed ;  nor  did  he  forget 
that  the  negroes  were  men,  although  of  a  colour 
different  from  himfclf,  and  therefore  entitled  to 
the  natural  freedom  and  privileges  of  man.  His 
labours  will  now  be  amply  rewarded  by  the 
bleflings  which  they  have  procured  to  this  un- 
fortunate and  hitherto  ill-fated  people. 

Ancient  State. 

This  county,  which  was  called  by  the  Saxons 
Eboriafcyre,  is  the  largeft  county  in  England, 
and  is  bounded,  on  the  north,  by  ^h?  German 
Ocean,  and  the  bilhopric  of  Durham ;  on  the  eaft, 
by  the  German  Ocean  ;  on  the  fouth,  by  Lincoln- 
shire, Noitinghamfhire,  Dcrbyfhire,  and  a  fmall 
part  of  Chelhirc;  and  on  the  weft,  by  Lancaftnrc 

R  4  and 


94$  ¥01lK8Hl1tf« 

r 

and    Weftmoreland ;   extending   in  length  one 
hundred  and  fourteen  miles,  in  breadth  eighty^ 

and  three  hpndfed  and  fixty  miles  in  tircuin^ 
ferencc*  , 

In  the  time  of  the  Romans  it  was  inhabited  by 
the  Brigantes.  Whence  this  name  was  derived, 
authors  are  not  agreed ;  but,  according  to  the 
Frenph^  it  Signifies  boiftcrqus,  rcfplute  men. 

When  the  Saxons  were  (etjled  in  this  |;>art  of 
the  iflandi  an^  the  whole  was  divided  into  feven 
Icingdoms,  this  county  formed  a  part  of  Northum-* 
berland^  which  was  divided  into  Deira  and  Ber*«^ 
nicia.  Yof  kihirc  y^^s  under  the  government  of 
the  king  of  Deira,  who,  aftpr  a  fucceflion  of  fix 
kings  of  Bemicia,  in  the  fpace  pf  twenty-fevc^ 
years,  became  mafter  of  the  whple;  after  which  it; 
continued  a  part  pf  the  kingdom  of  Northumbcf- 
landji  till  Eg'^^  ^^S  <^^  the  Weft  Saxons,  fub- 
dued  the  other  fix,  and  rendered  all  England  fubr. 
je<5  to  his  power. 

This  county  bore  a  cpnfiderable  part  in  the 
principal  tranfa^fHons  of  the  following  reigns,  par- 
tieularly  ip  the  difputes  between  the  hpufcs  of 
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York  and  Lancaftcr.  In  the  reign  of  Edward  IV. 
there  was  a  rebellion  in  Yorkihire,  fomented  by 
the  Earl  of  Warwick,  and  the  Duke  of  Clarence, 
the  king's  brother^  occafioned  by  a  diipute  tt^ 
{ating  to  an  old  hofpital  in  York, 

After  Henry  VIII.  had  eftablifhed  his  fupre- 
macy»  and  an  adl  of  parliament  had  palled^  allowing 
the  Lord's  prayer.  Creed,  and  Ten  Commandments, 
to  be  read  in  Englilh  in  the  churches,  a  formi- 
dable rebellion  was  raifed  in  this  county,  where 
jhe  people  aflcmbled  to  the  number  of  forty  thou- 
fand,  provided  with  horfes,  arms,  and  artillery, 
in  order  to  defend  what  they  termed  the  feith  of 
Chrift,  calling  their  march  the  holy  and  bleflcd 
pilgriniagc.  The  Earl  of  Shrevvlbury,  being  in 
thefe  parts,  immediately  afiembled  an  army,  and 
was  foqn  joined  by  th^  Duke  of  Norfolk,  lord^ 
lieutenant  of  the  county,  and  others  of  the  no^ 
bility,  whq  had  ^  great  army  ynder  their  com- 
mand, an4  were  ordered  to  attack  the  rebels. 
They  were  encamped  near  Doncafter,  where  termii 
of  accommodatipn  were  offered  them,  to  which 
they  refufing  to  liflen^  a  pitched  battle  was 
agreed  upon;  but  happily  the  river  Don  being 
iw?Uc<i  by  the  rain  that  fell  in  the  night,  they 
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were  prevented  coming  to  an  cnagcihent ;  and, 
by  the  mediation  of  fome  of  the  nobility,  a  par^ 
don  was  obtained^  which  moil  of  the  rebels  ac<v 
cepted,  and  returned  home. 

This  countyi  which  confifls  of  three  ridings, 
fubdiyicjcd  into  twenty-fix  wapentakes,  is  iituated 
in  the  province  and  diocefe  of  York,  Richmond 
excepted,  which  belongs  to  the  diocefe  of  Chefter, 
and  contains  one  city,  fifty-four  market-to^vns, 
and  five  hundred  aijd  fixty-thrce  pari  flies.  It 
fends  thirty  members  to  parliament^  two  knight^ 
of  the  (hire  for  the  county,  two  citizens  for 
York,  and  two  burgefles  for  each  of  the  following 
places;  viz.  Aldborough,  Eteverley,  Borough-? 
bridge,  Heydon,  Kingfton  upon  Hull,  KnareC- 
borough ,  Malton ,  Northal lerton ,  Pontefradl , 
Richmond,  Rippon,  Scarborough  and  Thirfte. 

The  right. of  eledtion  for  knights  of  the  fhire 
for  this  county,  is  in  thofe  pcrfons  whofe  freeholds 
lie  within  that  part  of  the  county  of  the  city  of 
York,  commonly  called  the  Aynfty* 


YORK 
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Political  Character. 

THIS  c^y  is  independent  in  the  excrcife  of  it» 
cpnftitutional  rights*  Were  there  the  fame  num- 
ber of  cledlors  in  every  other  city,  and  in  the 
fefpedliye  bqroughs,  we  fhould  not  have  the 
baneful  ejfeds  of  influence  and  corruption  tp 
complain  of.  An  equalization  of  the  country  into  . 
diftrids,  would  fupply  at  leaft  five  tlipuland 
houfekeepers  to  eled:  fheo'eprefentatives  for  each 
place ;  and  why  a  mode  fo  fimple  and  pradi- 
cable  cannot  be  inftantly  adopted,  we  muft  con- 
fefs  \ye  have  not  fagacity  to  divine. 

Ancient  State. 

This  city,  which  is  the  fee  of  an  archbilhop, 
and  a  county  of  itfelf,  unconnected  with  the 
Ridings,  is  fituated  on  a  point  where  the  boun- 
daries of  the  three  Ridings  meet,  at  the  diftance  of 
two  hundred  miles  from  London.  Its  prefent 
name,  York,  is  a  corruption  or  contradion  of  the 
Saxon  name,  Euor-wic,  and  Eofor-wic,  derived 
from  the  Roman  name  Eboracpm,  fuppojfed  to  have 

been 
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been  given  it  fimn  Ebraucus,  a  BHciih  king,  who 
is  faid  to  htm  bta%  itft  founder.  That  it  was  a 
Roman  colony^  appears  from  the  teftimony  both 
of  Pfcolemy  and  Antoninus ;  and  we  have  good 
evidence,  that  the  fixth  legion,  called  Viiftrix, 
(ent  into  Britain  by  Adrian,  was  in  garri(bi| 
hcre^ 

The  Emperor  Severus  refided  a  confiderablo 
time  in  this  city ;  and  dying  here,  his  aihes  were 
carried  thence,  in  a  golden  urn,  to  ^ome.  Con^ 
ftantine  Qilorus  alfo  died  at  York ;  and  here  his 
fon,  Conftantine  the  Great,  was  declared  em^ 
peror. 

In  1298,  Edward  L  fummoned  a  parliament 
to  meet  at  York,  and  another  was  held  there  ii| 
the  reign  of  Edward  IL  King  Henry  VIIL  elhu- 
bliftied  a  council  or  fenate  here,  not  unlike  the 
parliaments  of  France,  which  took  cognizance  of 
all  caufes  in  the  north  of  England,  and  deter«r 
mined  them  according  to  the  laws  of  equity. 

Corporation. 

This  was  made  a  mayor*town  by  Richard  I. 
but  Richard  IL. changed  the  title  into  a  lord* 

mayor. 
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mayor^  and  appointed  two-ikerifFs ;  beiides 
which,  thtre  are  a  recorder^'tw^i^e  aldermen, 
twenty-four  aifillants^  and  feventy-two  cotnmon- 
councilmen. 

Right  op  Election. 

In  the  corporation,  together  with  the  freemen 
of  the  city ;  which  freedom  is  acquired  by  patri- 
mony, fervitude,  purchafc,. or  gift  of  the  corpora* 
tion. 

Number  of  Voters. 

In  the  contefted  eIc(ftion  in  1758,  which  was 
a  very  expenfive  and  fmartly-difputed  one,  and 
probably,  therefore,  very  thoroughly  canvafled, 
the  number  of  voters  was  2233.  In  the  eledtion 
of  1774,  there  appeared  to  be,  for  Mr.  Turner, 
828 ;  for  Lord  John  Cavendifh,  807 ;  and  for  Mr. 
Hawke,  647.  Moft  pf  the  laft  being  fingle  votes, 
it  may  be  fairly  concluded,  that  upwards  of  145a 
voters  appeared  at  that  cledion.  But  as  Mr. 
Hawke  gave  up  the  poll  long  before  it  would 
have  been  concluded,  great  numbers  of  perfons 
who  were  entitled  to  vote  were  not  called  upon  b 
befides  which,  it  was  not  thou^t  neceflary  to 
bring  in  all  the  voters  who  lived  at  a  diftance  : 
from  which  it  may  bcprefum^d,  that  the  number 

of 
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of  voters  arc  not  Icfs  now  than  in  ^758;  btft; 
by  thofe  moft  competent  to  the  knowledge  of  thfc 
fafti  they  are  fuppofed  to  be  it  leaft  at  thoufand 
more. 

Returning   OfficeAs: 
The  fhcriffs. 


^miU 


HULL. 

« 

Political  Character, 

About  nine  hundred  of  the  eledors  are  refi- 
dent,   fifty  of  whom   were  difqualified  by  Mr. 
Crewe's  bill.     The  town  contains  nearly  three 
thoufand  houfes.     For  upwards  of  thirty  years 
the  candidates  have  paid  the  poorer  order  of 
voters  two  guineas  for  each  vote.     The  number 
who  took  money  was  commonly  two-thirds  of  the 
voters.     So  eftablilhed  is  this  fpecies  of  corrup- 
tion, that  the  voters  regard  it  as  a  fort  of  birth- 
right.    Very  few  of  the  voters  are  independent  6f 
the  higher  ranks  of  people  in  the  town.     Th 
candidates  have  each  their  friends  amonsft  the* 
higher  ranks,  who  canvas  the  town,-  and  apply 

With' 
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uith  great  emphafis  to  their  refpedive  depen- 
dents ;  fo  that  feveral  tradefmen  are  at  a  lofs  how 
to  conduft  themfelves  with  (afety  :  they  arc  be- 
tween Scylla  and  Charybdis ;  and  fome  have  been 
known  to  put  the  number  of  their  employers  on 
the  fide  of  the  two  candidates,  and  hand  about 
the  lift  as  their  juftification.  Other  tradefmen, 
having  more  than  one  voter  in  their  families, 
Iplit  their  votes^  for  the  fake  of  peace,  and  the 
prefervation  of  their  friends  in  trade* 

Beiides  the  above  two  guineas  being  paid  for 
each  vote,  the  out-voters  have  been  paid  one 
guinea  for  expences,  if  relident  twenty  miles  or 
under  from  Hull,  and  two  guineas  for  above 
twenty  miles,  and  under  fifty;  above  fifty,  as 
could'  be  agreed.  This  is  to  be  undcrftood,  if  the 
voter  gave  a  fingle  vote  for  one  candidate :  if  one. 
TOte  for  each  candidate,  then  half  a  guinea ;  and 
one  guinea  from  each*  So  (bon  as  the  candidates 
declare  their  intentions  of  offering  themfelve?, 
and  the  canvas  is  begun,  the  needy  voters  offer 
themfelves  as  affiftants,  or  runners,  as  they  are 
called ;  and  if  one  candidate  refufes  to  accept  theii* 
generous  fervices  (for  which  they  are  paid  five 
(hillings  per  day),   they  threaten  to  go  to  his 
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antagonift ;  fo  that  three  hundred  and  upwards  of 
thefe  Swifs  troops  have  been  known  to  be  engaged 
'  Uf  do  nothings  at  five  fhillings  per  day  each,  feveral 
days  before  the  poll  was  taken.  Mefiengers  fent 
to  canvas  the  non^refident  or  out- voters,  promife 
of  places,  coach-hire,  horfe-hire,  chaifc-hire, 
treats,  &c.  add  to  the  enormity  of  the  crimes 
above  dated.  Another  matter  worthy  of  notice 
is,  that  Hull,  being  a  town  and  county  of  itfelf^ 
the  freeholders  and  inhabitants  in  it,  and  in  its 
diftridl  (which  comprehends  a  quadrant  of  about 
five  or  fix  miles  radius),  have  had  no  opportunity 
of  voting  at  any  eledion  for  the  county  of  York, 
or  for  the  corporation  itfelf,  unlefs  privileged  as 
bujqgefles. 

The  fifty  revenue-officers  are  bui^gelTes  of  Hull ; 
and  the  government  candidates  have  ufually  had 
about  one  hundred  and  twenty  votes,  by  the 
connexions  of  the  cuftoms  and  excife,  and  from 
expe£lants« 

Many  of  the  voters  are  not  houfeholders,  and 
many  of  the  mariners  have  no  fixed  refidence  in 
Hull,  or  el  fc where.  It  appears,  that  every  elec- 
tion exceeds  the  preceding  one  in  corruption. 

Ancient 


Ancient  State. 

* 

Kingfton  upon  Hull,  generally  called  only  Hull^ 
received  the  name  of  Kingfton,  or  King's  town, 
froni  its  being  founded  by  Kiiig  Edward  I.  and 
the  additional  term  Hull,  from  its  fituation  on 
the  river  of  the  fame  name.  It  is  faid  to  have 
been  firft  incorporated  by  King  Henry  III.  but 
King  Henry  VI.  made  it  a  county  of  itfelf.  The 
mayor  had  two  fwords  given  him,  one  by  Ri- 
chard III.  and  the  other  by  Henry  VIII.  though 
only  one  is  now  carried  before  him.  He  had  alfo 
given  Kim  a  cap  of  maintenance,  and  an  oar  of 
lignum  vitae,  being  an  enfign  of  hisjurifdidionas 
admiral  within  the  liberties  of  the  Humber. 

The  town  is  encompaffed  by  a  wall  and  ditch, 
where  it  is  not  defended  by  the  Humber,  and  for- 
tified by  a  caftle,  a  citadel,  and  bloc  khoufe. 

This  town,  having  returned  33  Edw.  I.  ceafed 
fending  till  1 2  Edward  IL 

Corporation^ 

By  charter  of  Henry  VI.  it  confifts  of  a  mayor, 
flierifF,  recorder,  and  twelve  aldermen. 
Vol.  III.  S  Right 
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Right  of  Electk)N* 

« 

in  the  burgefles,  which  is  derived,  either  from 
being  born  the  fon  of  a  burgefs,  from  havii^ 
ferved  feven  years  apprcnticeftiip  to  a  burgefe, 
from  purchafe,  or  from  donation  for  public  fer^ 
vices* 

Ni/MBER  OF  Voters. 

From  the  copy  of  the  laft  poll,  taken  in  Sep- 
tember 1780,  eleven  hundred  and  eighty  burgefles 
voted,  of  which  forty-two  were  cuftom-houfe, 
and  three  were  excife-officcrs,  who  arc  now  dif- 
franchifed. 

As  the  former  parliament  had  been  fuddenly 
diflblved,  and  writs  for  the  new  parliament  im^ 
mediately  ifllied,  and  as  the  eIe(5lion  came  on  ia 
the  autumn,,  when  many  feamen  in  the  merchants 
fervice  were  not  returned  from  their  voyages,  and 
in  time  of  war  too,  when  many  were  abroad  in 
the  fervice  of  government,  it  may  be  computed 
that  there  are  fourteen  hundred  burgcllea  of  this 
town. 

Rbturhinc  Officer. 
The  IherifF. 
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KNARESBOROUGH. 

PoJLiTibAL  Character. 

THIS  boi-ough  h^  returned  tnembers  to  par-^ 
iiament  ever  fince  the  firft  year  of  Queen  Mary's 
i-eign.     The  right  of  eleftion  was  then  veiled  in 
tightjr-four  or  eighty-eight  burgage-houfes,  the 
bwners  of  which  weire  entitled  to  tote.   The  elec^ 
tions  continued  freb  till  abdut  the  year  1719^ 
when  two  gentlemen,  ftriving  againft  each  other 
in  cart vafling,  fiHl  began  the  pradtice  of  puh:hafing 
the  bui-gage-houfes  2  by  thefe  means  a  majority 
cJf  the  votes  was  always  in  the  poileflion  of  fomc 
particular  family.     The  Duke  of  Devortfhire  is 
now,  and  the  family  has  for  a  long  time  been,  in 
pofleffion  of  all  the  burgage-houfes^  except  four. 
When  an  eledion  comes  oil,  a  number  of  men 
are  fent  from  a  diftant  part  of  the  country^  and  a 
certain  burgage-hbufe  conveyed  to  each  of  them^ 
for  the  day :  they  are  then  told  who  they  are  to 
vote  for,  and  the  f""  try  goes  round.**    Some  man 
is  chaired  as  proxy  for  the  abfent  member.    The 
fteward  of  the  houfe  is  the  retuming-officer.  There 
Mvt  no  refident  eledlors :  the  men  who  are  fent 

Sa  to 
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to  vote  are  the  Duke's  tenants:  they  come,  if 
there  is  occafion,  from  his  eftates  in  the  Ealt 
Riding ;  but  generally  they  are  thofe  about  Bo  - 
ton-bridge,  near  Skipton,  twenty  miles  from 
Knarefborough,  on  the  other  fide  of  the  wild 
mountainous  foreft.  The  number  of  houfes  in 
Knarefborough  is  about  five  hundred.  If  the  bur- 
gage-tenures  were  taken  away,  it  is  fuppofed  there 
would  be  found  three  hundred  or  four  hundred 
men,  who  pay  all  manner  of  afleffments  ;  and 
thefe  are  chiefly  manufacflurers,  farmers,  and 
fhopkecpers.  No  diminution  of  votes  has  taken 
place  in  confequence  of  the  ad:  refpedling  re- 
venue-ofiicers.  The  principal  land-owners  are 
Sir  Thomas  Slingfby,  Mr.  Roundhill,  the  heirs  of 
the  late  Mr.  Rhodes,  of  Rippon,,  and  Sir  John 
Coghill,  befides  a  great  many  tradefmen,  who 
have  fmall  eftates  in  the  borough.  The  circum- 
ftancc  of  the  members  never  appearing  at  the 
eledlions,  but  having  fome  old  pauper  chaired  by 
way  of  proxy,  which  is  faid  to  be  the  conflant 
pracflicc,  is  really  infuking.  It  cannot  be  faid^ 
however,  that  there  is  bribery  and  corruption^ 
as  the  elediions  are  mantiged  almofl  without  any 
vifible'expencc  whatever. 

Ancient? 


»• 
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Ancient  State. 

This  place,  which  is  an  ancient  borough  by 
prefcription,  without  a  corjioration,  is  fituated 
on  a  rugged  rock,  almoft  fqrrounded  by  the 
river  Nidd,  and  governed  by  a  bailiff.  It  had 
anciently,  at  the  foot  of  the  rock,  a  caftle,  (aid 
to  have  been  built  by  Serlo  de  Burgh,  which  was 
formerly  the  feat  of  the  Eftotevils. 

Right  of  Election. 

169P,  J  691,  May  ly.  In  the  burgage-hold- 
crs. 

Number  of  Voters. 

« 

About  one  hundred  ;  two  thirds  of  which  are  in 
the  pofleflion  of  the  Duke  of  Devonftiirc,  and 
the  remainder  in  Sir  Thorn  as  Turner  Slinglby. 

Returning  Officer. 
The  bailiff. 

Patron. 


S  3  SCAR- 
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SCARBOROUGH. 

Political  Character. 

THE  right  of  elcdlion  in  thi§  town  is  in  thirty- 
eight  individuals ;  a  corporation  confiding  of 
two  bailiffs,  who  are  the  returning-officers,  an4 
thirty-fix  burgcfles.  The  patron  was  the  late 
Duke  of  Rutland,  whofe  influence  is  managed/ 
during  the  minority  of  the  prefent  Duke,  by  his 
uncle  the  Quke  of  Beaufort,  who  likcwife  holds 
the  recorderftiip  of  the  corporation,  until  his  ne- 
phew comes  of  age^ 

By  Mr.  Crewe's  bill,  ten  of  the  common-coun- 
cilmen  are  incapacitated  to  vote  for  reprefen- 
tatives ;  but  as  thofe  incapacitated  to  vote  may 
happen  to  be  feniors  of  the  body,  they  may,  con- 
fequently,  have  a  voice  in  the  eledion  of  new 
common-councilmen,  and  therefore  be  inftru- 
inental  to  corruption,  by  bringing  fuch  into  their 
body  as  may  be  dependent  upon  them.  It  has, 
therefore,  not  ftruck  at  the  evil  in  this  or  any 
other  corporation,  which  it  was  meant  to  re- 
medy. . 

I  Sear- 
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Scarborough^  which  is  a  large  country-town, 
may  be  ranked  with  Andover,  Banbury,  Tiverton^ 
and  Dartmouthi  whofe  rights  are  like  wife  mono- 
polized by  chartered  corporations. 

Ancient  State, 

Scarborough,  which  is  fituated  on  a  deep  rock, 
nearly  furroqnded  by  the  fea,  and  which  gives  the 
title  of  earl  to  the  family  of  Saunderfon,  has  one 
one  of  the  beft  harbours  in  the  kingdom,  which  is 
pf  fuch  great  advantage  to  Ihipping  in  ftormy 
weather,  that  the  pier  is  maintained  at  the  ex- 
pence  of  the  public,  by  a  duty  on  coals  brought 
from  Ncwcaftlc  and  Sunderland. 

It  was  formerly  defended  by  a  caftle,  built  by 
William  Le  Grofle,  Earl  of  Albemarle,  in  the 
reign  of  King  Stephen,  which  was  afterwards  re- 
built by  Henry  II.  in  a  more  Iplendid  manner, 
with  a  tower,  which  ferved  as  a  land-mark  to 
mariners. 

Among  many  other  religious  foundations  which 
this  town  formerly  fupported,  was  a  cell  of  monks, 
belonging  to  the  abbot  and  convent  of  Ciftertium, 
in  France ;  a  houfe  of  Grey  friars,  founded  about 

S  4  the 
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the  year  1240*;  a  houfc  of  Black  friars,  founded 
before  1285  ;  and  a  houfe  of  Carmelites,  laid  to 
have  been  founded  by  Edward  II. 

This  town,  which  is  a  very  ancient  borough, 
fcnt  to  parliament  23  Edw.  I.  being  (York  and 
Hull  excepted)  the  only  place  in  this  very  large 
county  that  conftantly  returned  before  the  reign  of 
Edw.  VL 

Corporation. 
ponfifts  of  two  bailiffs  and  thirty-fix  burgeflcs. 

Right  of  Election. 

1736,  April  21.     Is  in  the  common  houfe,  or 
common  council  of  the  faid  borough,  confifting 

of  two  bailiffs,  two  coroners,  four  chamberlains. 

■     •   •  • . 

and  thirty-fix  burgeffes  only. 
Agreed  to  by  the  houfe. 

Number  of  Voters. 


Returning  Officers. 
The  bailiffs. 

Patron. 

The  Duke  of  Rutland. 

RIPPON, 
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RIPPON. 

Political  Character. 

THE  right  of  eledion  for  this  borough  is  vcftcd 
in  burgage  tenures  ;  the  greateft  part  of  which 
jbelong  to  the  Aiflabie  family.  The  prefent  re- 
prefentative  is  William  Laurence,  elq.  of  Kerby 
Flctcham,  in  this  county. 

Ancient  State. 

Rippon  is  fituated  between  the  Ure  and 
fmall  ftream  called  the  Skell,  where  there  is  a 
venerable  Gothic  ftrudlure,  both  parochial  and 
collegiate,  with   three  fpire  fteeplcs,  originally 
founded  during  the  Saxon  heptarchy.     In  the 
times  of  popery,  this  church  was  famous  for  a 
piece  of  prieftcraft  praftifcd  in  it,  by  which  much 
pioney  was  obtained  by  the  canons.   In  the  church 
was  a  flrait  paflage,  leading  into  a  clofe  vaulted 
room,  fo  contrived,  that  none  could  pafs  through 
it  but  fuch  as  were  favoured.     This  paflage  was 
called  St.  Wilfrid's  Needle,  and  was  ufed  to  prove 
the  chaftity  of  any  woman  fufpeded  of  inconti- 
nence.    We  are  told,  that  if  Ihe  found  means  to 
fatisfy  the  prieft  by  ^  prppi^r  prefent,  Ihe  pafled 

through 
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through  it,  and  was  reputed  chafte ;  but  if  th? 
fum  was  not  paid,  flie  ftuclf  in  the  paflage. 

The  mai-ket-place,  which  is  accounted  one  of 
the  fineft  fquares  of  the  kind  ip  England,  i^ 
adorned  with  an  obelilk,  creded  by  John  Aif- 
labic,  efq.  chancellor  of  the  exchequer  in  the 
xcign  of  George  I. 

This  place  haying  returned  only  23  Edw.  I, 
and  I  Edw.  II.  intermitted  fending  till  the  laft 
parliament  of  Edw.  VI.  or  i  Mary,  when  it  was ' 

teftored* 

Corporation. 

By  charter  granted  in  1604,  it  is  governed  by 
a  mayor,  recorder,  twelve  aldermen,  and  twenty- 
four  afliftants. 

Right  of  Election. 

In  the  burgage-holders. 

Number  of  Voters.  / 

One  hundred  and  forty-fix ;  of  which  a  grea 
majority  are  in  the  family  of  the  Aiflabic's. 

Returning  Officer- 
The  mayor. 

Patron* 

RICHMOND. 


RICHMOND. 


Political  Character. 

THE  influence  which  prevails  here  U  that  of 
Sir  Thomas  Dundas^  and  Mr.  York;  but  die 
former  of  thefe  gentlemen  holds  a  complete  ma-' 
jority  of  votes,  the  latter  poflefling  only  thirty 
borough-houfes.  Some  of  the  aldermen^  and  in« 
dependant  freeholders,  alfo  have  votes,  which  they 
may  give  according  to  their  inclinations;  but 
thefe  are  an  inconfiderable  number. 

Ancient  Statb. 

Richmond,  which  is  faid  to  be  fo  called,  from 
2^  fmall  variation  of  Rich  Mount,  is  inclofed  with 
walls,  in  which  are  three  gates,  leading  to  three 
fuburbs,  and  had  formerly  a  caltle  built  by  Allan 
of  Bretagne,  who  was  created,  by  William  the 
Conqueror,  the  firfl:  earl  of  Richmond  ;  which 
title,  with  that  of  duke,  has  been  conferred  on  the 
branches  of  feveral  royal  families,  but  now  centers 
in  his  Grace  Charles  Lenox^  Duke  of  Richmond 

and  Lenox. 

.'     » 

This 
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This  borough,  having  been  incorporated  19 
Eliz.  was,  in  her  next  parliament,  anno  27,  called 
upon  to  return  members.  It  has  been  annexed  to 
the  duchy  of  Lancafter  ever  fince  the  reign  of 
Richard  11.  and  has  thirteen  free  companies  of 
tradefmen,  who  annually  choofc  the  mayor  on 
Hilary-day. 

Corporation 

Confifts  of  a  mayor,  recorder,  twelve  alder-r 
men,  and  twenty-four  common-councilmen. 

Right  of  ELEctiON. 

1727,  March  9.  Is  in  fuch  perfons  as  are 
owners  of  ancient  burgages  in  the  faid  borough, 
having  a  right  of  paflurc  in  a  common  field, 
called  WhiteclifFe  Failure. 

NUMBEI^    OF  VOTJERS. 

Two  hundred  and  feventy,  of  which  Sir  Tho- 
mas Dundas  poffefles  a  complete  majority. 

Returning  Officer. 
The  mayor. 

# 

Patron, 

Sir  Thomas  Dundas, 

HEYDON. 
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HEYDON. 


Political  Character. 

IN  this  borough  every  burgefs,  with  the  exception 
of  a  few  indeed,  thinks  it  incumbent  on  him  to  lay 
the  candidates  under  as  fevere  a  contribution  as  pof- 
lible*  Ribband-bills  will  amount  to  lool.  The 
candidates'  agents  will  lend  the  burgefles  n^oney, 
which  is  never  returned.  The  families  of  feveral 
burgefles  have  almoft  lived  by  their  exactions,  and 
yet  their  idlenefs  has  ruined  them.  Voters  have 
been  known  to  alk  lOol.  and  Sol.  has  been  bid 
for  a  fingle  vote.  The  nominal  price  of  a  vote 
is  20I.  that  is,  20I.  is  expedled  by  each  voter,  in 
cafe  there  is  no  oppofition.  Where  fuch  enor- 
mities prevail,  inferior  vices  will  ncceflarily 
flourifh. 

Ancient  State. 

This  borough,  which  is  about  four  miles  diftant 
from  Hull,  is  fituated  on  a  fmall  ftream  near  the 
Humber:    it  had  formerly  three  churche5>    of 

which 
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which  only  one  now  remains.  It  fent  members  id 
parliament  anno  23  Edw:  I.  after  which  it  ceafed 
fending  till  i  Edw.  VL 

Corporation 

Confifts  df  d  mayor^  recorder^  two  bailiffs* 
tad  nine  aldermen; 

Right  of  ELBCTtoi^r 

Is  in  the  burgeffes  of  the  faid  borough,  trhoft 
privileges  are  gained  either  by  defceftt,  by  ferv- 
ing  feven  years  to  a  freeman  ^efiding  only  in 
the  borough,  or  by  an  honorary  gift,  at  the  dif- 
cretion  of  the  chief  officers  for  thfe  time  being  t 
which  latter  power  is  feldom  excrcifedj  on  account 
cf  the  jealoufy  and  oppofition  of  the  commoii 
burgeffes* 

NuRiBER  OF  Voters. 

Was,  in  1775,  about  one  hundred  arid  feventy- 
five ;  deducing  from  which  about  thirty  revenue- 
bfficers,  who  are  now  disfranchifed;  the  numbcf 
isriil  hardly  exceed  one  hundred  and  forty. 

Returning  Officer* 
"jThc  mayor. 

Patron"; 

feOROUGH- 
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BOROUCHBRIDGE. 


I^OLiTicAL  Character, 


THE  right  of  eledion  here  is  not,  like  that  af 
the  other  part  of  the  parifh>  in  the  inhabitants 
paying  fcot  and  lot,  but  in  burgage-hoids.  Thefe 
tenures,  like  the  houfcs  in  Aldborough,  are  the 
property  of  the  Duke  of  Newcaftle,  and  Andrew 
Wilkinfon,  efq.  but  the  former  poffcffing  the  ma- 
jority of  them,  has  cortfequently  the  dilpofal  of* 
its  reprcfentation. 

The  returning  officer  here,  as  at  Aldborough^ 
is  a  titular  bailiff,  appointed  at  the  court-Ieet  of 
the  lord  of  the  manor. 

Ancibmi*  Statb. 

Boroughbridgey  or  Burrowbridge,  which  is  fo 
called  from  a  handfome  ftone  bridge  over  the 
river  Ure,  is  a  fmall  borough,  at  the  diftancc  of 
two  hundred  and  feventeen  miles  from  London^ 
and  only  a  chapelry  to  Aldborough,  where  they 
bury  their  dead;  notwithftanding  which,^  it  fend^ 

*  twof 
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two  members  to  parliament,  and  is  governed  by  a 
titular  bailiff.  Near  this  place  Edward  II.  is  faid 
to  have  gained  a  victory  over  the  bar'ons. 

This  borough  never  fent  to  parliament  till 
15531  being  the  firft  year  of  , Queen  Mary's 
reign. 

Right  of  Election'* 

In  the  burgage-holders. 

Number  of  Voters. 
Nominally,  feventy-four. 

Returning  Officer* 

The  bailiff. 

Patrow. 
The  Duke  of  Newcaflle. 


MALTON. 

Political  CHARACTEftT 

THIS  town  has  no  corporation.    The  returning 
officer  is  a  titular  bailiff,  appointed  at  the  courts 

leet 
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icct  df  Eari  Fiizwilliam,  Idtd  of  the  manor.  There 
is  no  refolution  refpcdling  the  right  of  eletftion^ 
but  it  is  cxercifed  by  the  burgage-holders,  in  num- 
ber abou^a  hundred  ;  thefe  are  moftly  the  pro- 
perty of  Earl  Fitzwilliami  who  has  the  folc 
diipofal  of  its  political  favours* 

Ancient  StATE* 

-  MaItort>  or  New  Malton^  which  is  a  borough 
by  prefcription^  has  had  the  epithet  New  ever 
fince  the  reign  of  King  Stephen,  when  it  was 
rebuilt  by  Euftace  Fitz  John ;  and  is  divided  by 
the  river  Derwent  into  the  old  and  new  towns, 
having  a  communication  with  each  other  by  a 
bridge.  In  the  reign  of  Henry  L  it  had  a  caftle, 
of  which  fbme  remains  are  ftill  to  be  feen. 

Though  this  is  a  large  town,  and  has  three 
churches,  yet  they  arc  only  reputed  as  chapels  of 
cafe  to  Old  Malton.  It  is  governed  by  a  titular 
bailiff,  and  has  no  corporation* 

This  place  having  returned  to  parliament  23 
and  56  Edw.  I.  was  reftored  to  fend  members 
again  to  parliament,  by  order  of  the  houfe  of 
commons,  anno  1640. . 

Vol.  hi.  T  Right 
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Right  of  Elbction, 
In  the  burgagc-holdcl-s. 

« 

Number  of  voters. 
About  three  hundred  and  forty. 

Bbtvrning  Officer, 
The  bailiff. 

Patron. 
Earl  Fitzwilliam. 


THIRSK. 


Political  Character. 

THIS  town  is  divided  into  two  parts^  the  old 
and  new  town/  The  new  town  has  a  market,  is 
well  built,  full  of  inhabitants,  and  improving.  The 
burgage-tenure  in  which  the  right  of  election  is 
veiled,  is  in  old  Thirfk,  now  much  depopulated : 
the  owners  of  fifty  of  the  bui^age  houfes  have, 
however,  the  privilege  of  eleding  two  members, 

forty- 
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fotty^nirle  of  which  really  belong  to  Sir  Thomas 
Frankland,  though  they  are  occafionally  con- 
veyed to  feveral  of  his  friends  and  dependants  for 
the  puipofe  of  voting  only,  as  he  receives  the 
tents  and  profits* 

Ancient  State. 

Thirlk,  or  ThfUlk,  Which  is  an  ancient  bordugh 
by  prefcription,  had  a  very  ftrong  caftle  formerlyi 
which  was  deftroycd  by  Henry  II.  It  is  governed 
by  a  bailiff,  who  i^  chofen  by  the  burgage-holders^ 
and  fworn  in  by  the  fteward  of  the  lord  of  the 
inanor>  for  whom  h6  holds  a  courtJc^t  twice  a 

yean 

» 

This  place  having  feht  only  23  £dw.  t.  made  no 
other  return  till  the  laft  parliament  of  Edw.  VL 
when  the  fhcrifFof  Yorklhire  fummoned  Meydon 
and  this  borough  to  fend  members^ 

RiOht  op  Election^ 

In  the  burgage^holders  of  tha  village  of  Old 
Thirlk. 

Number  of  VoteKs^ 

T   a  ftlTURMIKO 
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Returning  Officer. 
The  bailiff. 

Patron, 
Sir  Thomas  Frankland. 


ALDBOROUGH. 

Political  Character. 

THIS  parilh,  which  does  not  contain  one  hun- 
dred and  forty  houfes,  fends  four  members  to  par- 
liament, under  the  names  of  the  boroughs  of 
Aldborough  and  Boroughbridgc.  They  do  not^ 
like  Steyning  and  Brambcr,  in  Suffex,  confift  of 
one  paltry  ftreet,  or,  like  Weymouth  and  Mel- 
combe,  in  Dorfetfhire,  unite  in  choofing  four 
members,  but  are  feparate  iand  diftindl  boroughs, 
without  arms  or  corporations,  and  almoft  deftitute 
of  every  thing  elfe  but  reprefentatives.  A  baiiifli 
appointed  at  the  court-lect  of  the  lord  of  the 
manor,  is  the  returning  officer,  and  the  right  of 
dedion  is  in  fixty-four  houfekeeepers,  paying 

£:ot 
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fcot  and  lot  \  thefe  houfes  arc  all  the  property  of 
the  Duke  of  Newcaftle,  and  Andrew  Wilkinfon, 
efq.  but  as  the  latter  has  only  a  minority^  the 
eledlion  intereft  is  wholly  in  the  Duke  of  New- 
caftle. 

Ancient  State. 

This  place,  which  is  the  Ifurium  Brigantum  of 
the  Romans,  is  fituated  on  the  fouth  bank  of  the 
river  Ure,  and  with  Boroughbridge  forms  only 
one  parifh ;  of  which  it  is  worthy  remark,  that 
this  is  the  only  inftance  of  a  fingle  parifh  return- 
ing four  members.  They  are.neverthelefs  cholen 
diftindlyj  viz.  both  here  and  at  Boroughbridge, 
which  was  anciently  known  by  the  name  of  the 
New  Borough,  as  this  continues  the  appellation 
of  the  Old  Borough. 

This  village  never  fent  members  to  parliament 
till  the  laft  year  of  Philip  and  Mary,  1558. 

Right  of  Election. 

1679,  15  May.  In  all  the  inhabitants  paymg 
fcot  and  lot  only. 

T  3  X690, 
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1 690,  1 7  May.  Is  not  only  in  the  feleft  num- 
ber of  burgellcs^  holding  by  burgage-tenure  ia 
the  faid  borough^  but  in  aU  the  inhabitants  paying 
fcot  and  lot. 

Number  of  Voters. 
Nominally  fixty-four. 

Returning  Officer. 
thp  lord's  bailiff-  .  j 

Patron. 
The  Duke  of  Nevycaftlc. 


BEVERLEY. 


POLITICAL    CHARACTEIt. 


ABOUT  two  hundred  of  thefc  voters  are  under 
)vhat  is  called  the  bar-interjcft^  and  generally 
abide  by  the  intereft  of  Mr.  Anderfbn  P^lham. 
The  ill  efFedls  of  cs^ivafling  are  growing  confpi- 
cuQUS.  It  has  been  faid,  that  fome  of  the  bur- 
gefles  take  half  a  guinea  or  a  guinea  of  the  can^ 

didates* 
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didates.  In  the  years  1774  and  1780,  three 
or  four  hundred  of  the  burgefles  were  exceedingly 
eager  for  an  oppofition^  without  attending  to  the 
political  opinions  of  the  candidates,  which  feems  to 
indicate  fomething  very  vague  and  unfubftantial 
in  their  ideas  of  freedom.  They  were  afraid,  it 
feems,  that  if  the  bar-intereft,  or  Mr.  Pelham's, 
was  not  oppofed,  the  loaves  and  fifhes,  if  not  the 
liquor  they  fwam  in,  might  efcape  from  their 
poffeffion^ 

Ancient  State. 

Beverley  is  an  ancient  borough,  governed 
under  a  charter  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  by  a  cor- 
poration, whofe  jurifdiiftion  is  faid  to  extend 
over  a  hundred  neighbouring  villages,  beiides 
feveral  others,  in  a  large  diftrid:,  called  Holder- 
ncfs,  between  the  Humber  and  the  fea. 

The  feflions  for  the  Eaft  Riding  are  always 
held  here ;  and  here  a  court  of  record,  called  the 
Provoft's  court,  is  kept,  in  which  all  caufes  may 
be  tried,  arifing  within  the  liberties  of  the  town, 
except  titles  to  land.  This  corporation  is  alio 
faid  to  have  a  power  in  criminal  matters,  though 
}t  13  not  at  prefent  exerted:   and  here  is  an 
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office^  for  the  public  regiftering  of  all  wills 
^d  deeds,  which  affedi:  any  lands  in  the  £a(| 
Riding. 

This  place,  having  fent  to  dll  the  parliament^ 
pf  Edward  I.  niade  no  other  return  (notwith- 
ftanding  it  received  three  fummonfes  in  the 
reign  of  Edward  11.)  till  the  5  th  of  Queen  Eli^ 
zabeth^  who  incorporated  it  anno  1573,  by  the 
name  of  a  niayor,  governors,  and  burgefles. 

Corporation. 

•  I  *      *       •  • 

Confifts  of  a  mayor,  recorder,  twelve  go- 
vernors, or  fuperipr  burgeffcs,  and  thirteen  ix^r- 
^rior  ones. 

•  - 

RiqHT  OF   EI1.BCTIQN. 

Is  in  the  freemen  of  the  town,  who  acquire 
this  right  by  birth,  feryitude^  or  purchafe.  Firft^ 
a  freeman's  fon,  if  born  within  the  liberties 
pf  the  town  of  Beverley,  but  not  otherwife^  is 
intitled  to  his  freedom,  ivheix  of  the  age  of 
twenty-one  ye^rs.  sdly.  An  apprentice,  for  ff  • 
yen  years,  to  ^  freeman  refiding  within  the  li- 
berties of  the  town  of  Beverley,  but  not  ptherwife^ 
upon  the  expiration  of  that  term,  is  admitted  tp 


his  ^eedom^  on  paying  a  fine  of  forty-^ight 
ihillings.  jdly^  Several  perfons  are  admitted  to 
their  freedom  by  purchafe.;  and  there  is  a  (landing 
order,  that  a  day-labourer  fhall  not  be  made  free 
for  a  lefs  fum  than  thirty  guineas  ;  and  that  every 
other  perfon  ihall  pay  proportionally,  according 
to  his  circumftances,  trade,  or  occupation,  at 
the  difcrction  of  the  body  corporate;  and  a 
candidate  to  rcprefent  the  borough,  if  not  already 
free,  may  purchafe  his  freedom  for  fifty  pounds, 
or  guineas* 

N.  B.  The  body  corporate  have  refiifed  to  ad- 
mit to.  his  freedom  a  capital  tradefman  in  that 
fown>  although  he  offered  them  fifty  pounds  for 
the  purchafe  of  it ;  neither  would  they  fix  any 
pther  fum. 

NuMBBR  OF  Voters. 
•   About  one  thoufand. 

Returning  Officer* 
The  mayor, 
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NORTHALLERTON. 


Poi-XTiCAL  Character. 

THE  right  of  voting  is  annexed  to  the  fcitc 
of  the  greater  part  of  the  houfes  adjoining  to, 
and  fronting  the  ftreet;  few  or  none  of  the 
back  tenements  are  confidered  as  part  of  the 
burgage-tcnurcs,  or  confequently  entitled  to  votes. 
Some  of  thofe  tenures  now  fubfift  in  the  form  of 
itables,  or  cow-houfes,  ip  which  the  j^ppc^rance 
of  one  or  more  chimnies  is  ufually  preferved,  as  a 
memorial  of  their  right  j  others  ate  let  put  to  poor 
perfons,  at  a  fmall  annual  rent,  on  the  condition 
of  their  keeping  them  in  repair ;  and  many  are 
totally  ruinous  and  uninhabited.  The  vote  is  in 
fomc  inftahces  feparated  from  the  houfe^  by  the 
practice  of  granting  a  leafe  of  the  latter  for  the 
term  of  nine  hundred  and  ninety-nine  years, 
fubjedl  to  an  annual  pepper-corn  rent  5  in  cither 
cafe,  of  the  vote  being  refcrved  or  fold  with  the 
houfe,  it  is  confidered  as  on^  hundred  pounds  in 
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{he  purchafe.  We  are  informed,  that  the  right 
pf  voting  in  the  borough  has  been  invariably 
annexed  to  the  ancient  and  eftablifhed  burgage- 
tenures,  and  never,  as  in  fome.  others,  enlarged 
to  the  hoi|fehoIders  in  general.  A  majority  of 
thefe  houfes  are  known  to  be  the  property  of 
Henry  Pierfe,  efq.  brother-in-law  to  Lord  Mon- 
fon,  and  Edward  Lafcelles,  efq.  firft  coufin  to 
Lord  Harewood,  the  prefent  members,  or  their 
families.  The  number  advertifed  to  be  fold  fome 
time  ago,  as  the  property  of  one  gentleman,  was 
thought  to  be  fifteen.  The  remainder  is  divided 
iingly,  or  in  fmall  fhares,  among  various  proprie- 
tors. Previous  to  an  eledion,  in  cafe  an  oppofition 
is  expefted,  the  affignments,  we  are  informed,  of 
the  feveral  tenures,  are  prepared  for  fuch  perfbns 
as  the  rclpedive  proprietors  can  confide  in  ;  but 
they  are  not  executed  unlefs  called  for,  nor  even 
then  ufually  cntrufted  to  the  cuftody  of  the 
voters. 

We  are  alfo  informed,  that  Sir  Charles  Turner 
|ias  ten  or  twelve  burgage-houfjs ;  Mr.  Metcalfe 
and  family,  five ;  Mr.  Meek,  three  or  four ;  and 
^he  Rev.  Mr.  Peacock,  about  the  fame  number. 

Ancibnt 
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Ancient  State. 

This  place,  which  is  fo  called  to  diftinguifh 
it  from  feveral  other  towns  of  the  fame  name  in 
this  county,  is  fituated  on  the^  bank  of  a  river, 
called  the  Wifke,  and  encompaffed  by  a  fmall 
tradt  of  land,  called  Allertonfhire,  confifting  of 
only  one  ftreet,  about  half  a  mile  in  length. 

It  is  an  ancient  borough,  without  .a  corporation, 
governed  by  a  bailiff,  deputed  and  authorifed  by 
the  Bifhop  of  Durham,  for  the  time  being,  by 
patent  for  life. 

The  bifhop  is  lord  of  the  manor;  and  the 
bailiff,  or  deputy,  prefidcs  at  the  eledion  of  mem- 
bers of  parliament. 

This  borough,  having  fent  26  Edw.  I.  inter- 
mitted, and  made  no  other  return  till  called  upon^ 
as  Malton  was,  to  fend  members,  by  order  of  the 
houfe  of  commons,  anno  1 640, 

Right  of  Election. 
In  the  burgage-holders. 

Number 
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NyM«£R  OF  Voters. 
About  two  hundred. 

Returning  Officer. 

The  bifliop  of  Durham's  bailiff. 

Patrons. 
Henry  Pierfe,  efq.  and  Edward  Lafcelles,  cfq. 


mm 
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« 

Political  Character. 

THE  right  of  eledion  in  this  borough  has 
been  contefted  upon  every  vacancy  that  has  hap- 
pened fi  ncc  the  paffing  of  the  Grenville  adt.  The 
queftion  has  been,  whether  that  right  was  in  the 
inhabitants  houfeholdcrs,  refiants  here,  or  in 
burgage-tenures,  the  number  of  which  is  about 
three  hundred  and  twenty ;  one  hundred  and 
ninety  belonging  to  Lord  Vifcount  Galway ;  to 
Sir  Rowland  Wynn,  bart.  ninety ;  to  Mr.  Walfh, 
forty-two  5  and  about  one  hundred  to  indivi- 
duals. 

The  firft  inveftigation  of  tfa^c  claims,  was 
on  the  petition  of  the  Right  Hon.  Charles  James 
Fox*  and  James  Hare^  efq.  who  were  candidates 
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on  the  fuffrages  of  the  inhabitants,  in  the  genefaf 
eledion  of  1774,  againft  Sir  John  Gookiricke, 
bart.  and  Charles  Mcllilh,  efq.  who  were  re- 
turned on  the  votes  of  the  burgage-holders*  The 
committee,  which  was  appointed  on  the  2  Sth  of 
February^  I77S>  determined,  on  the  3d  pf  March 
following,  that  the  right  was  in  the  burgage- 
holders ;  and  that  the  fitting  members  were  duly 
dcdled. 

The  fecond  conteftwas  in  1782,  when  John 
Sniyth,  efq.  petitioned,  on  the  votes  of  the  in- 
habitants, againft  Nathaniel  Smith,  efq.  who 
had  been  returned  by  the  burgage-holders.  This 
committee  determined,  on  the  nth  of  April, 
1783,  contrary  to  the  former  one,  that  the  right 
was  in.the  inhabitants. 

The  fame  point  was  again  contefted  at  thtf 
general  clejftion  in  1784,  when  the  Hon.  William 
Cockayp^  and  John  Walfti,  efq.  were  petiti-« 
oners,  on  the  right  of  the  burgage-holders,  and 
John  Smyth,  efq.  and  William  Southeron,  efq* 
were  fitting  members,  on  the  elcdion  of  the 
inhabitants;  when  it  was  determined,  on  the 
1 1  th  of  June  following,  to  be  in  the  inhabitants^ 
and  that  the  fitting  members  were  duly  eledled^ 

At 


At  the  laft  general  elccaion  in  1 790,  this  point 
was  again  conrcfted ;  when  John  Anftruther,  cfq. 
and  Charles  Mellilh,  efq.  were  petitioners,  on 
the  claim  of  the  burgage-holders ;  and  John 
Smith,  efq.  and  William  Southeron,  efq.  were 
fitting  members,  on  the  oppofite  intercft ;  when 
the  committee  determined,  for  the  third  time, 
that  the  right  was  in  the  inhabitants.  An  appeal 
from  this  decifion  has  been  made  to  the  houfe 
of  commons,  where  it  now  remains  for  a  final 
decifion^ 

In  cafe  the  next  committe  Ihould  determine, 
with  the  three  laft,  that  the  right  is  in  the  inha- 
bitants, this  borough  will  be  independent  of  con- 
troul,  unlefs  an  honourable  attachment  to  John 
Smyth,  efq.  and  Mr.  Southeron,  who  have 
vindicated  the  rights  of  the  people  through  lb 
many  expenfive  litigations,  can  come  under  that 
denomination. 

Corporation 

Confifts  of  a  mayor,  recorder,  and  twelve  al- 
dermen, who  are  all  in  the  commiffion  of  the 

peace. 

Right 
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Right  of  Elbction;^ 

* 

1624,  May  28.  There  being  no  charter  pre- 
fcription  for  choice,  the  eledion  is  to  be  made 
by  the  inhabitants  (houfeholders)  refiants  there. 

1 700,  Jan.  7.  Agreedy  *'  That  the  right  of 
"  eledion  is  in  fuch  perfons  as  have  an  inhe- 
•'ritance,  or  freehold  of  burgage-tenurc, 
"  within  the  faid  borough.** 

171 5,  March  22.  Agreed^  **  That  Pontefraft 
«*  was  a  borough  by  prefcription ;  and  that 
**  the  right  of  ele<9ion  is  in  perfons  having 
<<  a  freehold  of  burgage-tenure^  paying  a 
«  burgagc-rent." 

,1770,  Feb.  6.  Is  in  perfons  having,  within 
the  faid  borough,  a  freehold  of  burgage-tenurc, 
paying  a  burgage-rent. 

Number  of  Voters. 
About  three  hundred  and  thirty. 

Retxtrnino  Officeh. 
The  mayor. 

Patrons. 

Lord  Vifcount  Galway,  Sir  Rowland  Wynn^ 
bart.  and  Mr.  Walfli. 
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INTRODUCTION. 

np  H  E  name  of  Cinque  Pbrts  is  derived  from 
Quinque  Portuus,  five  havens  oppoUte  to 
France,  thus  called  by  way  of  eminence,  on  ac- 
count of  their  fuperior  importance.  Our  kings 
have  thought  them  worthy  a  peculiar  regard; 
and,  in  order  to  fecure  them  againft  invafions, 
have  granted  them  a  particular  form  of  govern- 
ment. They  are  under  a  keeper,  who  has  the 
title  of  Lord  Warden  of  the  Cinque  Ports  (an  of- 
ficer firft  appointed  by  William  the  Conqueror}, 
who  has  the  authority  of  an  admiral  among 
them,  and  iflues  out  writs  in  his  own  name. 

The  privileges   anciently  annexed  to  thefc 
ports  and  their  dependants,  were, 

1.  An  exemption  from  all  taxes  and  tolls. 
Vol.  III.  a  II.  A 
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II.  A  power  to  oblige  all  that  lived  in  their 
jurifdidion  to  plead  in  their  courts,  and  to  pu- 
nifh  offenders  in  their  own  bounds ;  as  alfo  mur- 
derers, and  fugitives  from  juftice. 

III.  A  power  to  punifti  foreigners,  as  well  a^ 
natives,  for  theft ;  to  have  a  pillory,  and  tumbrel 
or  cucking-ftool  ** 

IV.  A  power  to  raife  mounds  or  banks  in  any 
man's  land  againft  breaches  of  the  fea. 

V.  To  appropriate  to  their  own  ufe  all  loft 
goods,  and  wandering  cattle,  if  not  claimed 
within  a  year  and  a  day. 

VI.  To  have  commons,  and  to  be  at  liberty 
to  cut  down  the  trees  growing  upon  them. 

VII.  To  convert  to  their  own  ufe  fuch  goods 
AS  they  found  floating  on  the  fea ;  thofe  thrown 

•  A  machine  formerly  ufcd  for  the  panifhment  of  fcolds 
and  brawling  women;  as  alfojbr  brewers  and  bakers*  who 
tranrgrefled  the  laws,  and  were,  in  fuch  chair  or  ftool,  to  be 
immerged  in  fome  muddy  or  (linking  pond.  What  pity  fuch 
a  machine  fhould  be  out  of  ufe  in  thefe  days,  when  fo  many 
Worthy  wights  daily  afpire  to  the  honour  t 

out 
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out  at  {hip6  in  a  ftorm ;  and  thofe  driven  alhore 
irhcn  no  wreck  or  fhip  was  to  be  fecn. 

VIII.  To  be  a  guild  or  fraternity,  and  to  be 
allowed  the  franchifes  of  court-leet  aod  court-* 
baron. 

IX.  A  power  to  allembk  and  keep  a  portmote, 
or  parliament  for  the  Cinque-Ports ;  to  punifh 
all  infringers  of  their  privileges ;  make  bjre-laws, 
and  hear  all  appeals  from  the  inferior  courts. 

X.  Their  barons  \o  have  the  privilege  of  fup- 
porting  the  canopy  over  the  king's  head  at  hi* 
coronation. 

In  return  for  thefe  privileges,  the  Cinque-Ports 
were  required  to  fit  out  fifty-feven  ftiips,  each 
manned  with  twenty-one  men  and  a  boy,  with 
which  they  were  to  attend  the  king's  fervice,  for 
fifteen  days,  at  their  own  expence ;  but  if  the 
flate  of  affairs  required  their  afliflance  any  longer, 
they  were  to  be  paid  by  the  crown. 

It  is  certain  that  the  Cinque-Ports  were,  at  a 

«  _ 

very  remote  period,  endowed,  by  Royal  Grant, 

a  n  with 
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with  divers  very  valuable  privileges  and  immu« 
nities^  as  a  compenfation  and  remuneration  for 
the  (hipping  which  they  engaged  to  fupply  the 
Sovereign  with,  whenever  he  fhould  require  it  of 
them,  and  for  other  public  fcrvices  which  they 
were  bound  to  the  performance  of. 

.  As  the  cxad:  time  at  which  they  were  cnfran- 
chifed  has  never  been,  with  any  certainty,  dif- 
covered,  they  are  held  to  enjoy  all  their  ear- 
lieft  liberties  and  privileges,  as  time  out  of  mind, 
by  prc/cription.  Thefe  were  confirmed  to  the 
inhabitants  of  the  Cinque  Ports,  and  their  mem- 
bers, by  Magna  Charta>  wherein  they  are  ftyled 
the  barons  of  the  Cinque  ports ;  and  again,  by  a 
general  charter  of  Edward  I.  which,  by  infpexi^ 
mus,  received  confirmation,  and  fometimes  ad- 
ditions, from  moll  of  the  kings  and  queens  of 
this  realm,  till  the  time  of  Charles  II.  whofc 
general  charter  is  the  laft. 

As  the  term  baron  occurs  continually  through- 
out all  the  charters  of  the  Ports,  it  may  not  be 
improper  to  inform  our  readers,  that  it  is  of  the 
fame  import  as  burgefs  or  freeman.  From  the 
mode  in  which  it  is  ufed,  there  is  great  reafon 

to 
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to  think,  that  every  inhabitant  of  the  Ports,  con- 
tributing  to  their  common  expences,  and  other 
fervices,  was  a  baron,  that  is,  a  freeman.  In 
fome  of  the  oldeft  boroughs  in  the  kingdom, 
wherein  the  lands  were  holden  in  ancient  de- 
mefne,  every  inhabitant,  who  paid  a  rent  to  the 
crown,  was  intitlcd  to  the  ele<5live  franchife; 
by  analogy  it  Ihould  feem  probable,  that  the 
fame  rights^  formerly  prevailed  in  the  Ports,  as 
to  thofe  inhabitants  who  were  alTefled  to  the 
exigencies  of  the  public.  There  are  many  other 
cjircumftances  which  give  great  ftrcngth  to  this 
fuppofition,  which  will  be  hereafter  touched 
upon. 

The  reprefentatives  of  the  Ports  in  parliament 
^re,  to  this  day,  ftyled  barons,  becaufe  they  were 
formerly,  as  they  ftill  ought  to  be,  chofen  from 
amongfl:  the  inhabitants  at  large.  The  modern 
pradlice,  however,  is  widely  different;  the  no- 
minee of  the  treafury  is,  in  moft  of  the  Ports, 
the  perfon  who  is  returned,  as  a  mere  matter  of 
gourfe;  fcarcely  any  one  of  the  fixteen  members 
of  the  Cinque  Ports  having  the  fmalleft  connec- 
tion with,  or  being  perfonally  known  in,  the 
town  which  be  reprefcnts,  the  only  (but  a  very 

^  3  fufficient; 
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fufficient  it  muft  be  acknowledged)  neccflary 
introduftion  being  the  treafuiy  warrant.  Lord 
Coke  informs  us,  that  the  privileged  Ports  were 
at  firft  but  three ;  for,  at  the  making  of  Doomf- 
day  Book,  which  was  in  the  14th  year  of  the 
Conqueror,  there  are  but  three  made  mention 
of,  viz.  Dover,  Sandwich,  and  Roraney;  it  is 
certain  that  thefe  three  were  enfranchifed  toge- 
ther by  Edward  the  Confeflbr}  and,  on  confi- 
deration  of  certain  fervices  to  be  performed  by 
their  Ihipping  at  fea,  and  for  fome  other  confi-i- 
derations,  were  exonerated  from  fuch  contribu- 
tions and  burthens,  as  other  towns  were  ufually 
charged  with. 

The  Ports  of  Haftings  and  Hyth'e  were  added 
\>y  the  Conqueror,  and  endowed  with  equal  pri- 
vileges and  immunities.  The  number  being  now 
increafed  to  five,  they  were  ever  after  called  the 
Cinque  Pbrts ;  which  appellation,  being  clearly 
of  Norman,  and  not  of  Saxon  original,  is  a  ftrong 
prefumptive  proof  that  they  had  not  attained  to 
this  numbei  before  the  conqueft ;  however,  this 
is  a  point  that  has'  been  much  controverted. 

The  ancient  towns  of  Winchelfca  and  Rye 
(as  they  arc  peculiarly  called)  were  annexed  be- 
fore 
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fore  the  time  of  king  John,  and  were  denomi^ 
nated  nobiliora  membra  ^inque  Portmm ;  notwith- 
ftanding  which  increafc,  the  Cinque  Ports  ftiU 
retained  their  original  appellation. 

These  fifter  towns  of  Rye  and  Winchelfca^ 
are,  in  moft  books  which  treat  on  this  fubjed:, 
fuppofed  to  be  members  of  Haflings;  but  this 
certainly  is  an  error,  and  well  accounted  for  by 
Jeakc,  in  his  hiftory  of  the  charters  of  the  Ports, 
which  abounds  with  an  infinity  of  valuable  in^ 
formation  on  this  fubjed:. 

From  the  time  they  were  firft  added,  they 
have  been  confidered  and  treated  as  original 
Ports,  and  as  of  equal  rank  and  confcquence. 

Every  one  of  the  Cinque  Ports  and  ancient 
lowns  have  feme  of  the  adjacent  places  belong- 
ing to,  and  incorporated  with  them,  and,  in  a 
degree,  fubjeft  refpedively  to  their  controul 
and  jurifdiaion.  They  are  called  limbs  or 
members,  and  affift  their  mother  towns  in 
raifing .  the  furas  of  money  at  which  they  are 
affeffed  for  the  public  fervices,  and  in  provid- 
ing the  quota  of  (hipping. 

Seaford, 
a  4 
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Sea  FORD,  which  is  a  member  of  Haftings,  is 
the  only  one  of  thefe  towns  which  has  the  privi- 
lege offending  reprefentatives  to  parliament.  In 
return  for  the  very  ample  privileges  and  immu- 
nities with  which  the  torts  were  gifted,  the  fer- 
vices  done  by  them  to  the  nation  were  origi- 
nally great  and  important ;  as  little  lefs  than  the 
whole  naval  force  of  the  kingdom  was  fupplied 
by  them  in  the  time  of  emergency.  Although 
their  utility  to  the  public  has  long  fince  been 
wholly  at  an  end,  to  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer,  for  the  time  being,  they  arc  ftill  of 
the  utmoft  confequence,  for  to  thefe  towns  he 
may  look,  with  almoft  abfolute  certainty,  for  a 
conftant  fupply  of  a  band  of  fixteen  members,  in 
the  higheft  ftate  of  difcipline  and  obedience, 
and  on  whom  a  hint  from  the  treafury  is  ever 
produftivc  of  the  fame  effeQ,  as  the  word  of 
command  on  a  troop  of  mercenary  and  hireling 
foldiers. 

The  chief  officer  of  the  Ports,  according  to 
lord  Coke's  fecond  Inftitute,  is  called  the  War- 
den, or  Keeper  of  the  Cinque  Ports,  whp  is  alfo 
admiral  thereof,  and,  among  them,  hath  the  ju- 

rifdi6tion 
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rlfdlQion  of  the  admiralty,  which  is  wholly  ex- 
empt from  the  admiralty  of  England.    This  war* 
den,   fays  that  great  judge,  ought  ever  to  be 
a  man  of  great  fidelity,  wifdom,  courage,  and 
experience ;  for  that  he  hath  the  charge  of  the 
principal  gates  of  the  kingdom;  he  is  alfo  a 
conftable  of  Dover  Caftle;  which  poft,  formerly 
conlidered  of  fo  much  honour  and  confequence, 
18  now  converted  into  a  patent  finecure  place, 
for  life,  with  a  falary  of  4000 1.  a  year,  from  the 
civil  lift  annexed,  which,  with  (he  old  and  cuf->. 
tomary  fees  and  perquifites,  renders  it,  cmmunL 
bus  annis,  equal  to  about  6000L  and  is  one  of 
thofe  good  things,  which  that  virtuous  minifter, 
lord  North  (now  Guilford),  fecured  ibr  himfelf 
while  in  power,  thinking  himfelf,  no  doubt,  well 
intitled  to  it  at  the  hands  of  the  public,  for  the 
fervices  he  had  rendered  this  nation,  in  Ame«!> 
jficdLt  and  elfewhere. 

Independent  of  the  above  finecure,  there  is 
ftill>  appertaining  to  this  office  a  very  confider- 
able  and  valuable  patronage,  though  certainly 
inferior  to  what  it  formerly  was,  particularly 
with  refpeft  to  parliamentary  influence. 

ft 

Such 
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Such  was  formerly  the  cbrruption^  venality^ 
and  profligacy  of  the  Cinque  Ports,  and  fuch 
the  arrogance  of  the  lord  wardens^  that  thefe 
officers  afkually  aifumed  to  them  (elves  the  power 
and  right  of  nominating,  as  a  matter  of  courfe^ 
one  of  (and  occafionally  both)  the  reprefenta-^ 
tives  of  each  borough  town  of  the  Ports.  This 
ufurpation  was  quietly  fubmitled  to  till  the  time 
of  the  revolution ;  the  year  after  which  great 
events  a  death^-wound  was  given  to  this  infamous 
pradlice^  by  the  paffing  an  a6t^  intitled^ 

'An  Aa  to  declare  the  Right  and  Freedom  of  EleSlion 
of  Members  to  Jerve  in  Parliament  for  the 
CiNoyB  Ports. 

**  Whereas  the  cledlion  of  members  to  ferve 
in  parliament  ought  to  be  free  ;  and  whereas  the 
late  lord  wardens  of  the  Cinque  Ports  have  pre- 
tended unto,  and  claimed  as  of  right,  a  power 
of  nominating  and  recommending  to  each  of  the 
faid  Cinque  Ports,  the  two  ancient  towns,  and 
their  refpedive  members,  one  pcrfon,  whom  they 
ought  to  eled  to  ferve  as  a  baron  or  member  of 
parliament  for  fuch  refpcdlive  port,  ancient  town^ 
or  member,  contrary  to  the  ancient  ufage,  right, 
and  freedom  of  eledions. 

6  *'Br 
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^  Be  it  therefore  declared  and  enaQed,  by  the 
king's  and  queen's  mofl  excellent  majefties,  by 
and  with  the  advice  and  confcnt  of  the  lords 
Ipiritual  and  tempor^l^  and  commons^  in  this 
prefcnt  parliament  aiTembled,  and  by  the  au« 
thority  of  the  fame^  That  all  fuch  nominations 
or  recommendations  were  and  are  contrary  to 
the  laws  and  conftitutioti  of  this  realm,  and  for 
the  future  ihall  be  fo  deemed  and  conftrued^  and 
hereby  are  declared  to  have  been,  and  are  void, 
to  all  intents  and  purpofes  whatfoever ;  any  pre^ 
tenc-e  to  the  contrary  notwithftanding/* 

The  efFeft  of  this  ftatute  has  been  fuch 
as  to  take  away  from  the  lord  warden  the  pri- 
vilege of  nominating  one  member  for  each  town, 
and  to  veft  in  the  treafury  the  power  of  returnr- 
ing  both*  The  lord  warden  has  ftill  remaining  a 
fmall  parliamentary  intereft  at  Dover,  where  he 
can  command  about  twenty-five  votes,  by  means 
of  places  at  his  difpofal,  in  and  about  Dover 
Caftle,  and  the  other  forts  in  that  neighbourhood. 

It  fhould  be  obferved,  that  the  lord  warden  is 
the  general  returning  officer  of  all  the  Ports  ;  and 
that  all  parliamentary  writs  arc  direcled  to  him, 

in 
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in  the  fame  manner  as  to  fherifFs  of  counties ; 
upon  which  he  iffues  his  precept  for  the  cleftion 
to  the  proper  officer  of  each  Port. 

The  Cinque  Ports,  and  fuch  of  the  members 
as  fend  reprefentatives  to  parliament,  are  all  in- 
corporated; the  head  officer,  or  chief  magif^ 
trate,  being  a  mayor,  except  at  Seaford,  where 
he  is  termed  the  bailiff. 

Jeake  fays,  that,  by  the  cuftoms  of  the  Ports, 
the  jurats  in  every  corporation  fhould  be  in  num- 
ber twelve,  befides  the  head  officer,  making,  as  it 
were,  a  jury  of  juftices :  and,  left  length  of  time 
fhould  confirm  and  fandtion  a  grofs  and  a  faft: 
incrcafing  abufe,  we  wifh  particularly  to  imprefs, 
that  the  bench  of  juftices  in  all  the  Ports  ought, 
by  law,  and  by  their  charters,  to  confifl  of  a 
mayor  or  bailiff,  and  twelve  jurats;  particularly 
as  at  fome  of  them  (for  inftance,  Romney  and 
Winchelfea),  it  has  of  late  years  been  contended, 
that  the  proper  number  is  but  fix. 

Two  jurats  and  the  mayor  compofe  a  quorum, 

for  the  adminiftration  of  what  is,  locally,  called 

juftice,  but  which  might,  with  much  lefs  impro* 

piiety,  be  flyled  injuftice.     It  is  the  praQice  in 

4  mofl 
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tnbft  of  thefe  towns  to  k^ep  the  numbet  of  ma- 
giftrates  as  low  as  poflible^  fcarcely  in  any  in^ 
ftance  exceeding  four  or  five ;  the  inducement 
to  this  is,  that  jurats,  being  of  more  confequence 
than  ordinary  freemen,  expcft  a  larger  portion 
of  the  feptennial  produce  of  corruption  and 
profligacy  than  ordinary  freemen,  and  the  fewer 
there  may  be  to  divide  thefe  fpolia  opima^  the 
greater  will  be  the  fhare  of  each  individual.  It 
is  here  material  to  obferve,  that  it  is  competent 
to  any  individual  whatever,  at  any  time,  to  move 
the  court  of  King's  Bench  for  a  mandamus,  to 
compel  the  head  magiftrate  and  jurats  of  any  of 
the  Ports,  to  complete  their  number  of  thirteen  ; 
which,  whenever  it  is  done,  caufes  no  little  trou- 
ble and  embarraflment ;  the  firft  ftep  ,taken  by 
Mr.  Barham,  when,  previous  to  the  laft  general 
eleftion,  he  made  an  attack  on  the  treafury  in- 
tereft,  under  the  management  of  Mr.  Milward 
at  Haftings,  was  to  compel  him  to  fill  up  the 
bench  of  magiftrates,  then  confiding  of  only  fix, 
to  its  proper  quota  of  thirteen.  In  order  to  ef- 
feft  this,  failors,  fmugglers,  taylors,  barbers,  and 
the  lowed  mechanics,  (but  not  an  individual  of 
them  in  any  decent  fituation  of  life,  and  moft  of 
them  not  of  ability  to  write  their  own  names j, 

werc^ 
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were  clothed  with  the  facred  robe  of  magiC. 
Iracy. 

But  let  not  the  reader  fuppofe,  that  the  jurat* 
of  the  Cinque  Ports  have  (generally  fpeaking) 
the  fmallelt  portion  of  that  real  confequtnce  which 
is  derived  from  virtue,  integrity,  talents,  or  edu- 
cation, but  merely  that  which  rauft,  of  neceffity, 
enfuq  to  any  one  becoming  a  magiftrate,  and  in- 
titled  to  a  feat,  on  the  bench  of  juftice;  though 
taken  from  among  the  dregs  of  the  people,  and 
the  meaneft,  molt  illiterate,  and  mod  corrupt  of 
mankind.  But  this  abufe  becomes  very  ferious 
and  alarming,  when  we  are  told,  that  the  power 
of  thefe  low,  corrupt,  and  contemptible  beings, 
of  whom  we  are  now  treating,  is  not  merely  co- 
extenfive  with,  and  fimilar  to,  that  of  ordinary 
juftices  of  the  peace,  but  reaches,  in  the  fulleft 
manner,  to  the  lives,  liberties,  and  property,  of 
all  thofe  who  have  the  unhappinefs  to  live  widiin 
their  jurifdidion. 

How  dreadful  mull  be  the  refleSion,  that  if 
any  capital  offence  fhould  he  committed,  for  in- 
ftance,  at  Seaford,  during  the  mayoralty  of  a 
perfoQ  of  the  defcription  of  either  of  thofe  im^ 
maoilate  yxc^is^  that  fuch  aman  ibould  preiide  at 

the 
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the  tribunal^  at  which  the  perfon  accufcd  and 
fufpe£led  would  be  tried  for  his  life ! 

Though  it  may  be  peculiar  to  Seaford  to 
have  a  prefiding  iQagiftrate  exadly  of  this  de-P 
fcription,  yet,  in  moft  of  the  other  towns,  the 
mayors  are  generally  equally  low,  illiterate,  and 
uneducated. 

Lord  Coke  tells  us,  that  the  jurifdiQion  of 
the  Cinque  Ports  is  general,  and  extends  as  well 
to  perfonal  suSlions,  as  real  and  mixt.  That  fines 
are  levied,  and  recoveries  fuffered  of  lands,  in 
the  fame  manner  as  in  the  court  of  Common 
Pleas ;  that  they  have  cognizance  of  all  offences 
and  crimes,  with  the  exception  of  high  treafon, 
and  hold  quarter  feflions ;  in  fad,  that  the  magif- 
trates  of  the  Ports  have  the  fame  power  and  au* 
thority  as  his  majefty*s  judges,  aQing  by  virtue 
of  their  fever al  commiflions  of  oyer  and  ter->- 
miner,  of  the  peace,  and  of  general  gaol  de« 
livery. 

From  a  body  of  jurats  of  the  defcription  above 
given,  the  mayor  is  eledled«  Before  the  palling 
of  the  itatute  of  the  9th  of  Anne,  Chap.  20, 
which  enads,  that  officers,  having  the  return  of 

members^ 
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inembcrs  of  parliament  (which  the  inayors  hivi 
in  all  the  Cinque  Ports)  Ihall  not  be  chofeii  two 
years  following  each  other,  the  fame  perfon  was 
iifually  continued  in  the  office  of  mayor  for  a  great 
length  of  time,  and  fometimes  in  a  ihatinef  for 
life;  the  agent,  or  manager  of  thd  coiiicems  of 
the  tteafury,  in  each  refpedlive  borough,  was  uni- 
verfally  the  perfon  appointed  to  this  office.  That 
ilatute,  however,  has,  in  reality,  been  produftivc 
of  no  confidcrable  effed;  the  only  alteration  en- 
fuing  from  which  is,  that  fome  very  near  rela- 
tion, or  mere  tool  arid  dependant  of  the  govern- 
ment officer,  is  nominated  every  alternate  year  to 
fill  this  ftation. 

'  To  (hew  that  this  obfervation  is  correct,  let 
Us  take  a  furvey  of  one  of  the  ports.  At  Sea- 
ford,  Goldfmith  and  Chambers,  brothers-in- 
law,  were  conftantly  alternate  bailiffs  till  Gold-*, 
fmith's  death;  it  is  now  Harben  and  Cham-^ 
bcrs.— At  Haftings,  the  two  Milwards,  father 
and  fon,  have  been  the  mayors  thefc  many 
years ;  before  Mil  ward,  jun.  came  of  age,  it  was 
Milward  and  Evitt,  a  cuftom-houfe  officer,  and 
relation  of  Milward's.— At  Winchelfea,  Martin 
jind  Lamb,  uncle  and  nephew.    At  Rye,  Thc^mai 

Lamb 
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Lamb  and  Thomas  Lamb  Jun.  father  ahd  fon.  At 
Romney,  Coates  and  Walter,  brothers  by  marriage* 
At  Hy the,  generally  one  of  the  Tournay  family. 

With  refpca  to  the  freedom  of  the  Ports,  it 
feems  highly  probable,  not  only  from  the  uni- 
form language  of  all  the  charters,  and  the  notes 
of  Jeake  thereupon,  but  alfo  from  the  proceedings 
and  the  evidence  adduced  in  the  trial  of  manda- 
mus, brought  by  Henry  Moore  *,  againft  the 
niayor,  jurats,  and  commonalty  of  Haftings,  be- 
fore lord  Hardwicke,  in  1736,  that  the  right  to, 
and  mode  of^  obtaining  a  freedom  in  any  one  of 
the  Ports,  was  originally,  univerfally,  the  fame, 
notwithftanding  the  very  great  difference  which 
at  this  day  prevails  amongft  thcnv  in  this  refpedl, 
occafioned  either  by  fraud,  coUufion,  artifice,  cor- 
ruption, or  the  oppoiite  determinations  of  com- 
mittees of  the  houfe  of  commons. 

For  the  further  information  of  our  readers, 
particularly  fuch  of  them  as  may  be  reiident 
within  the  ports,  and  pay  fcot  and  lot,  and 
thereby  certainly  entitled  to  their  freedom,  wc 
here  infert  the  cuftumal  concerning  the  making 

*  See  Appendix^  vol.  X*  Sute  Trialj. 
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of  freemen  in  the  Cinqpe  Porta  and  their  metBU 
bers ;  M'hich  is  as^  fblionv* : 

The  mayors  and  jurats,  the  bailiffs  and  jurats, 
and  the  jufats,  in  every  Cinque  Fbrt,  s^nd  mem-' 
ber  of  them,  whe^e  Ae^  mayor  and  batfiff  Ifaall^ 
have  been  of  common  eleven,  have  a  power^  iti 
the  prcfencc  of  the  commonalty,  to  receive  and 
make  freemen  after  three  different  methods : 

ill,  1^  birth  within  the  laid  town  and  port^ 
if  his  father  Ihall  have  been  free  at  the  tijote  of 
iiis  birth. 

idly.  By  a  freehold  tenement ;  and, 

0dly,  By  purchafc,  redemption,  or  gift. 

And  it  is  to  be  obferved,  that  no  man  fhalf 
enjoy  the  freedom  of  any  Port,  or  member 
thereof^  until  he  has  taken  the  oa,th  which  ought 
to  be  taken,  "  rhat  he  will  be,  from  that  day 
until  the  end  of  his  life,  true  and  faithful  to  hi9 
king  of  England  and  his  heirs,  and  that  he  will 
maintain,  according  to  the  beft  of  his  power,  the 
ftatutes  and  liberties  of  the  Five  Pons,  and  par-* 
ticularly  thofe  of  that  partici^lar  Port  or  member 

thereof. 
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ijiitedf,  where  he>refides;  and  tbat  he  v^ill  aU 
Mfzys^  be  obedient  to  the  mayor  and  jurats^  the 
hail i if  and  jurats^  and  to  the  jurats  (as  the  cafe 
inay  be)  ^  and  that  he  Avill  be  always  ready  to 
peirfofnn»  bear  and  pay»  fcot  smd  lot>  if  they  IhaU. 
;^ppear  to  be  ordered  for  the  common  advantage 
of  the  place;  in  being  arjiied  in  defending  them-. 
felves  againft  the  enemies  of  his  lord  the  king^. 
when  he  fhall  be  commanded  by  the  governors  of 
the  Porti  or  a  member  thereof;  and  that  he  will 
not  hear  any  thing  fpoken  to  the  difad vantage 
of  the  afbrefaid  freedom,  or  to  the  abufe  of  the 
mayor/bailiff,  and  jumis,  or  any  of  them,  in  the 
town  where  he  refides^  without  acquaintihg  them 
therewith* 

So  help  him  God/' 

Art.  35^  "  Arly  pcrfon  intending  to  obtain 
tihe  freedom  oi  the  Five  Ports  by  purchafe,  muft 
find  four  refident  fureties,  for  his  fulfilling  all 
and  lingular  the  premifes  aforefaid. 

Art,  36.  **  And  if  he  Ihall  be  a  ftranger 
to  the  Ports^  or  an  EngUfhnaan^  born  in  parts 
beyond  the  feas^  and  have  lived  with  a  good 
chara£ler  and  condition  in  any  Port  or  mem-. 

b  a  bcr 


20  CIKQUE   POIttS« 

ber  thereof,  and  afterwards  fhall  marry  in  the 
fame  Port  or  member  thereof,  and  defire  to 
obtain  his  freedom,  he  may  become  free  by 
purchafe,  as  has  been  faid  above,  in  all  the  free* 
dom  of  the  Five  Ports  i  with  this  provifo,  that  he 
cannot  vote  at  the  eledion  of  mayor,  bailiiF^ 
jurat,  or  any  other  officer,  nor  be  concerned  in 
the  councils  and  bufinefs  of  the  commonalty, 
until  he  have  the  letter  of  our  lord  the  king,  ac- 
knowledging him  naturalifed. 

Art.  37.  "  And  the  lord  warden  of  the  Cinque 
Ports,  or  his  locum  tenens,  may,  once  while  in 
that  office,  make  one  foreigner,  born  beyond  the 
feas,  free  in  every  Port  and  member  thereof^ 
according  to  the  form  of  making  freemen  by 
purchafe,  without  any  fine  being  paid  to  the 
commonalty,  where  this  foreigner  is  refident, 
except  the  fees  of  office  which  are  ufual  upon 
this  occafion. 

Art.  38.  «  And  they  who  are,  in  all  and 
fingular  the  forms  aforefaid,  made  free  in  any 
Port  or  member  thereof,  are  entitled  to  their 
freedom  and  ufages  in  all  the  other  Ports. 

Art. 
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Art.  3g.  **  And  no  man  (hall  be  made  free 
by  purchafe,  until  he  has  lived  a  year  and  one 
day  in  that  Port  or  member,  where  he  alks  his 
freedom^  &c.  &c/* 

This  cuftumal  lord  Hardwicke  thought  fit  to 
admit  as  good  evidence,  when  trying  a  queftion 
which  related  folcly  to  Haftings ;  but  it  is  evi- 
dent, from  the  introdu£tory  claufe«  Hicjiquuntur 
CimJuetudiMsQuinjuePortuum  &  corum  membra^  that 
it  by  no  means  relates  to  that,  any  more  than 
to  any  other  of  the  Ports ;  it  refpefts  generally 
and  equally  all  the  Cinque  Ports  and  their  mem- 
bers«  We  have  dwelt  longer  on  this  CMftuTnaU 
as,  if  in  future  any  queftion  fhould  arife  as  to 
the  right  of  freedom,  in  any  of  the  Ports,  not 
fliut  up  by  the  determination  of  committees  of 
the  houfe  of  commons,  under  the  Grenville  adt, 
it  may  prove  of  the  utipoft  importance  and  con- 
fequence. 

At  this  day,  the  right  to  the  eleftive  fran- 
chife,  by  virtue  of  a  freehold,  is  totally  at  an 
end  at  every  place  but  Dover.  Freedom,  as  a 
birthright,  is  allowed  to  all  the  fons  of  freemen 
^t  Dover,  Sandwich  and  Hythe;  at  the  other 

b  3  Ports 
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Forts  the  claim  df  the  tldcrfonahne  i«  admiUciJl 
to  be  valid ;  and  even  tfai3  has  been  very  iqucK 
narrowed  of  late  year$:  At  Haftings  and  Rye^ 
it  is  pretended,  that  the  firft-bom  Xon  of  a  firee- 
man  (ftriftly  fpeaking)  born  within  the  place, 
has  a  juft  titie^  and  that  a  fecond  Ton,  upon  the 
4eatH  of  the  elder  brother,  does  noufucceed  tq 
bis  right:  and  further,  if  a  man,  having  had  a 
fon  at  any  time,  be  admitted  to  his  freedom,  that 
no  after-borp  fon  of  this  man  can  have  the  claim 
of  birthright,  though  the  brother  Siould  Ghanxre 
to  have  died  before  the  admiflion  of  the  father. 
At  Romney,  the  claim  of  the  eldeft  fon  is  ad- 
mitted to  be  good,  provided  h<j  be  born  withiq 
the  town ;  at  Winchelfca,  the  claim  of  the  eldeft 
of  every  other  fon  has  of  late  been  wholly  denied. 

But,  in  order  wholly  to  ftifle  fuch  trouble- 
fome  claims,  it  is  now  thepraftice  to  admit  fucl^ 
people  only  to  freecjoms,  by  elefljon  or  redemp- 
tion, as  are  advanced  in  life  ;  ol<)  batchelors^  or 

thofe  who,  for  fome  reafon  or  other,  are  not  like-* 

..I     .  ,     ^       .       •* 

ly  to  have  c|iildren. 

But  the  greateft  reafon,  and  the  mpft  neceC* 
fary  qualification,  is  poverty,  which  if  confiderec} 
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^  tlte  beft  fecutity  for  an  aniform  fubiriifiion  ii» 
ifae  coijtroul  aod  dtreQion  of  the  fuperiorpower^. 

A  FREEDOM  of  R  Cinque  Port  town  is  always 
confidered  as  entftling  the  pofieflbr  to  a  provi- 
(Ion  of  fome  fort^  which  is  gcoerally  furniflied 
at  the  expeoce  of  the  nation ;  and^  in  order 
4hereto»  in  every  one  of  the  Cinque  Ports,  as  a 
mere  matter  of  courfe,  there  is  a  very  large  cuf- 
tom-houfe  eftabiilhment.     Befides  the  ordinary 
fervants  and  retainers  to  a  cuftoxn-houfe,  there 
are  ufually  five  or  fix  riding-officers,  a  cullom- 
faoufe  boat,  anoong  the  crew  of  which  if  there  be 
a  fingle  failor,  it  is  an  extraordinary  circum- 
ftance ;  but  they  muft  all  of  neceffity  be  free- 
men;   at  three  or  four  of  the  towns  cuftom* 
houfe  cutters  are  ftationed,  nominally  to  cruife 
againft  the  fmugglers,  but  really  to  make  pro-, 
vifion  for  the  friends  of  the  minifter :  the  who^ 
body  of  officers  are  freemen  of  courfe.    As 
the  fakries  of  the  ic^ptains  and  higher   offi* 
ccrs  are  very  confidcrable^  they  have  ufually, 
according  to  .the  profits,  one,  two,  or  three,  of 
the  lower  dafs  quartered  on  them,  who  are 
called  Riders ;  which  praflice  is  very  general  as 
JO  all  the  ptjier  fuperipr  place«.     One  very  great 
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convenience  refults  from  this ;  for,  although  the 
principal  is  difqualified  from  voting  by  Mp« 
Crewe's  bill,  yet  the  Rider  may  give  his  vote  as 
if  really  independent. 

At  almoft  all  the  Ports,  forts  and  batteries, 
have  of  late  years  been  built,  with  no  view  what- 
ever of  defence,  or  of  oppofing  an  enemy,  but 
folely  for  the  purpofe  of  furnifliing  three  or  four 
fnug  finecure  places  in  each  Port, 

The  excife  and  poft-offices  have  at  leaft  thefr 
due  proportion  of  officers  in  each  of  the  Cinque 
Ports ;  but,  as  Mr.  Crewe's  bill  has  difqualified 
the  aftual  holders  pf  places,  it  has  become  ne-^ 
ceflary  to  make  fome  fmall  addition  to  the  for- 
mer number;  this  addition  has  principally  con- 
fi%d  of  the  near  relations  and  dependants  of  the 
former  freemen. 

Another  common  mode  of  binding  the  lower 
clafs  of  freemen  to  their  good  behaviour,  is,  by 
lending  them  fmall  fums  of  money  on  bond, 
which,  fo  long  as  they  conduft  themfelves  to  the 
fatisfaftion  of  their  fuperior,  are  never  enforced. 
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In  tlic  year  1685,  when  Charles  II.  was  mt-^ 
ditating  the  deftrudlion  of  every  chartered  and 
corporate  body  in  the  kingdom,  by  the  king^s 
.fpecial  command,  all  the  general  charters  of  the 
Ports,  and  moft  of  the  private  charters  of  each 

'particular  town,  were  furrendered  up  to  Colonel 
Strode,  the  governor  of  Dover  Caftle,  which 
were  never  after  returned.  Many  of  the  cuf- 
tumals  of  the  Port  towns  have  of  late  years  been 
purpofely  deftroyed,  or  put  out  of  the  way ;  as 
they  would  otherwife  have  clearly  (hewn  (if  fuf-. 
fered  to  be  brought  into  day}  that,  in  almofl  all 
of  them,  their  prefent  government  is  a  direft 
violation  of,  and  a  grofs  and  fcandalous  ufurpa* 
tion  upon^  their  original  and  real  conflitutions; 
that  the  greater  part  of  the  inhabitants  are  de- 
frauded and  cheated  out  of  their  Jufl  rights;  and 
that  the  privileges  of  the  many  are  bartered 
^way,  to  enable  a  corrupt  and  profligate  junto^ 
in  each  place,  to  prey  upon  the  vitals  of  thepub^ 
Jic,  and  to  fatten  on  its  fpoil. 

Of  the  deftrudlion  of  charters  and  cuftuxnaU 
we  ihall  fay  more,  when  we  treat  of  each  place 
individually, 

Thk 
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Tmt  firR  Teturns  of  members  xxf  parliament 
for  tlie  Cinque  Ports  (Seaford  excepted,  which 
"was  never  originally  confidered  as  a  member  of 
any  of  the  five,  viz.  Haftings,  Dover,  Sandwich^ 
Hythe,  and  Romney),  vas,  anno  42  Edward  III. 
Haftings,  Rye,  Winchelfea,  and  Seaford,  are  in 
the  county  of  Suffex ;  and  the  other  four,  via. 
Dover,  Sandwich,  Hythe,  and  Romney,  are  in 
the  county  of  Kent* 

Having  thus  given  the  above  very  (ummary 
account  of  the  Cinque  Ports  in  general,  we  pro- 
ceed to  treat  more  particularly  of  the  peculiar 
corruption  and  mal-prafliccs  prevailing  in  each 
place  individually ;  but  before  m-c  enter  upon 
ihi$  hiftory,  it  niay  not  be  improper  to  inform 
our  readers,  that  the  author  having  refided  for  a 
confidcrable  length  of  time  among  the  Suffex 
Ports,  and  having  been  indefatigable  in  h\s  en^ 
quiries  into  their  abufes,  he  is  enabled,  from  hi$ 
own  perfonal  obfervation,  to  enter  more  minutely 
into  the  pradices  of  corruption  in  thefe  plapes^ 
than  in  mod  of  the  other?. 
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_  *  • 

B  E  F  G  R  E  the  puffing  of  Mr.  Crewels  bill, 
the  appointment  of  the  rjcprefentative  in  parli^^ 
inent  for  this  town  wz$  wholly  in  the  Treafury ; 
the  number  of  voters  was  ufualljr  about  twenty^ 
}iie  whole  of  whom  had  places  under^  or  were 
ptherwife  provided  for,  by  government^  The 
fnanagement  and  condudi  of  this  &tthful,  and 
well-iiifciplined  corps  of  treafury  auxiliaries^ 
was,  for  a  Ipng  feries  of  year3>  veiled  in  Mn 
folliei-j  who»  in  this  iituation,  acquired.a  vexy 
princely  fortune,  whereby  he  was  enabled  to 
povide  for  five  CQ-heirefles^  his  daughters,  in  a 
very  handibme  manner.  Upon  his  death,  Mr. 
Edward  Mil  ward  (who  had  married  a  Mifs 
Coiiier)  fucpeeded  to  this  poll:  of  agent  to  the 
treaiury,  and,  by  way  of  compenfation  for  the 
proper  difcharge  of  bis  eletflion  duties,  was  ap. 
pointed  to  the  very  lucrative  office  of  furveyar 
general  cf  the  riding  i^ers;  from  which  poft, 
about  fiyc  years  ^go,  he  was  removed  by  the 

board 
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board  of  cuftoms,  notwithftanding  the  whole 
intereft  and  influence  of  the  treafury  was  exerted 
to  prevent  his  being  difplaced. 

That  this  oppofition  between  two  fuch  great 
powers  may  not  appear  ftrange  to  our  readers, 
•we  think  it  ncceflary  to  inform  them,  that  at  this 
time  the  board  of  cuftoms  (owing  to  a  change  in 
adminiftration)  were  in  oppofition  to  the  lords  of 
the  treafury;  mod  of  the  commiflioners,  having 
been  appointed  under  former  adminiftrations, 
felt  no  very  great  afFeSion  for  the  prefent.  Mr, 
Henry  Pelham,  and  Mr.  Papiilon,  however,  hav- 
ing fince  been  prevailed  on  to  retire,  the  treafury 
have  now  regained  the  favourable  opinion  of  that 
office* 

This  lofs  was,  however,  made  up  to  Mil  ward, 
by  the  appointment  of  his  fon  to  the  office  of  de- 
puty comptroller  of  excift,  who,  on  coming  of 
age,  was  made  a  jurat;  but  it  was  judged  expe- 
dient to  unite,  alfo,  in  his  perfon,  in  addition,  the 
more  lucrative  office  of  town  clerk ;  accordingly, 
Mr.  Thatcher,  the  old  town  clerk,  was  turned 
out  of  his  place,  to  make  room  for  this  young 
gentleman.  A  trial  in  the  court  of  King's  Bench, 

between 
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between  thefe  two  competitors  for  office,  was 
the  confequence;  when  it  was  determined  *,  that 
a  jurat  of  the  corporation  of  Haftings  might  be 
elected  town  clerk;  but  that  the  two  offices 
are  incompatible,  and  that  the  acceptance  of  the 
latter,  though  an  inferior  office,  will  vacate  the 
former. — He  has  lince  refigned  the  office  of 
town  clerk,  on  getting  his  more  valuable  place 
in  the  excife,  and  is  now  again  a  jurat ;  thefe 
two  places,  it  is  prefumed,  not  being  incom- 
patible. 

It  would  be  very  difficult  to  pronounce  whe- 
ther, at  this  time,  the  treafury,  or  Mr.  Milward's 
intereft  in  this  borough,  be  the  fuperior;  in- 
deed,  this  point  is  not  likely  to  be  brought  to  a 
very  fpecdy  determination,  as  this  gentleman 
invariably  fides  with  the  minifter  for  the  time 
being,  whofe  appointees  he  returns  to  parlia- 
ment upon  very  moderate  terms  and  conditions^ 
without  making  any  inquiry  as  to  their  capacity, 
or  fitnefs  for  that  fituation.  In  fad,  the  only 
indifpenfible  rcqqifite  is,  an  ability  and  difpofi-* 
tion  to  fay  yea  and  nay,  according  to  the  man- 
date of  the  minifter. 

*  Firft  Term  R^nym,  Durnford  and  Eaft. 

At 


At  pf^femv  tbe  whole  patronage  6f  gdvcftiti 
mcfit»  in  thb  pbce»  is  in  the  hafuk  of  Mr.  Nfil^ 
watrd^  Wha  dffpofes  of  thie  various  places  as  het 
imag^ies  will  be  mod  conducive  to  tht  cotnmoii 
uicereft  of  himfelf  and  the  treafuiy.  Since  Mr. 
Crewe's  tnll^  k  has  been  neeefTary  to  keep  up  af 
certain  number  of  freen^en  (juft  enough  to  ga 
through  the  farce,  and  to  perform  the  variout 
cereiponiesj  of  an  ele£lion)  who  do  not  oftenw 
fibly  hold  any  place  or  poft  under  government* 
Thcfe,  however,  do  not  go  unprovided  for* 
they  are,  as  of  courfe,  quartered  on  fuch  of  their 
brother  freemen  as  are  in  pofleilion  of  the  more; 
lucrative  fituations;  others,  rather  than  lafy 
their  franchifes  by  the  operation  of  that  bill^ 
have  given  up  their  places  to  their  fons,  and 
other  near  relations ;  by  which  meafure  the  frtt^ 
man  prcfervts  his  vot^  and  the  treafury  its  in>« 
fluencc. 

Whatever  perfooal  intercft  Mr.  Milward 
nuy  have  at  this  place,  apart  from^  and  inde'^ 
pendent  of,  the  treafury,  is  obtainexl  and  pre^ 
^ved,  by  lending  fmall  futns  of  money,  on 
bond,  to  the  more  indigent  freemen;  which  ob^ 

ligations  are  never  meant  to  be  enforced^  fo  long 

as 


aor  ihif  su^  ag  dc&an,  in  a  fikoe  of  paffive 

ft 

c^bedknoe  and  non-PEffiftaitcc ;  bti«  if^  at  an^ 
Hme,  they  (hould  venture  to  give  the  fnialleft 
ifidication  of  ai»  iitclinadoa  to  an  todepcBdence 
of  opinion  add  fentiment,  a  payment  of  their 
debts  is  required^  and  a  prifon  the  certain  confe^ 
^U€9ice  of  the  fmaUeft  delay* 

In  a  contefted  eleBioiij  between  colonel 
BeaismoDt  and  Mr.  Grey,  in  i689y  the  number 
of  voters  polledf  was  67 ;  in  1698^  between  Mr^ 
Auften  aiid  Mr.  Gott,  70,  In  1690,  a  petition 
of  Robert  Munn^i  Efq.  was  delivered  to  the 
houfe  of  commons^  {hewing,  that  the  petitioner 
was  duly  eleded  one  of  the  barolis  of  this  port, 
and  ought  to  have  been  returned ;  but  John 
Beaumont,  £fq.  governor  of  Dover  Caftle,  who 
pretended  to  have  a  power  over  the  feveral 
Cinque  Ports,  wrote  feveral  mandatory  letter» 
to  the  mayors,  and  returning  officers  of  the 
Cinque  Ports,  requiring  them  not  to  engage  their 
votes  for  any  particular  perfon,  for  that  his  ma^ 
}t(iy  would  recommend  to  them  fuch  perfons  as 
he  (hould  think  convenient  for  them  to  choofe; 
and,  by  feveral  menaces  and  threatSj  procured 
a  majority  of  the  eleflors  to  vote  for  him  to  fervf 
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in  parliament  for  the  Port  of  Haflings^  and  |>re-r 
vailed  on  the  mayor  to  return  him,  though  not 
legally  elefted,  to  the  prejudice  of  the  peti^ 
tioner ;  which  petition  wa&  referred  to  a  com<« 
mittee  to  report  upon,  &c» 

We  make  no  comment  on  the  above,  but 
leave  the  reader  to  form  his  judgment  of  the  pu- 
rity of  this  borough  from  a  naked  flatement 
of  fads ;  and  we  will  venture  to  aflert,  fince  the 
time  of  this  petition,  that  it  is  in  no  way  amend-^ 
cd;  but  this  by  way  of  fample.  From  the  evi- 
dence, on  the  trial  of  the  mandamus,  brought 
by  H.  Moore,  againft  the  mayor  and  jurats  of 
this  town,  it  appears,  that  the  right  to  the  elec- 
tive franchife  in  this  place,  according  to  its 
true  conftitution,  and  according  to  the  cuftumal 
then  produced,  is  as  follows: 

In  1736,  a  writ  of  mandamus  was  brought  by 
Henry  Moore,  to  require  the  mayor,  jurats,  and 
commonalty  of  the  town  and  Port  of  Haftings,  to 
admit  him  into  the  place  and  office  of  one  of  the 
freemen  of  that  town;  and  the  writ  fets  fortb» 
that  he  is  the  eldeft  fon  of  a  freeman,  born  with<« 
in  the  town,  after  the  admiffion  and  fwearing  of 

his 


IIASTtNOt.  33 

tiis  father  into  the  place  and  office  of  one  of  the 
freemen  of  the  faid  town  and  Port;  and  that  he 
has  a  righlj  in  refpe£l  thereof^  and  alfo  upon 
paying  a  reafonable  fine^  to  be  admitted  into  the 
place  and  office  of  one  of  the  freemen  of  the  faid 
town  and  Port. 

The  above  was  the  matter*  at  iffiie  for  the 
jury. 

LoR0  Hari^wicice,  who  was  then  thd  lord 
chief  juftice  of  the  court  of  king's  bench,  in 
fumming  up  the  evidence,  faid  to  the  jury ; 

■ 

••  The  point  infifted  on  by  theplaintifPscoilnl 
fel,  and  the  firft  thing  produced,  to  ht  confiderdd 
by  you,  is  a  book,  in  Ivhich  is  an  ahcient  entiy 
of  the  cuftumal  of  the  Five  Ports  and  their  mem-. 

« 

bers,  the  time  whereof  the  memory  of  man  is  not 
to  the  contrary. 

> 
'*  The  evidence  relied  on  for  the  plaintiff*  is 
this,  ".  concerning  the  making  of  freemen,  &c. 
*•  as  ftatcd/* 

Vol.  Hi.  c  "Aftsr 
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'  "  After  reading  thefe  entries,  the  coanfel 
for  the  defendants  obje£led,  that  this  was  not  a 
particular  cuftumal  of  Haftings,  and  therefore 
not  fo  conclufive.  But  Haftings,  in  the  man* 
damns,  is  faid  to  be  one  of  the  Five  Ports.  "  They 
have  given  evidence  of  three  different  fpecies 
of  perfons  admitted  under  this  right.'* 


cc 

cc 


•'  The  firft  is,  where  perfons  were  admitted 
as  eldeft  fons  of  freemen,  born  within  the  bo- 
rough, and  after  the  fwearing  and  admiflion  of 
the  father. 

**  The  next  is,  where  admiifion  has  been  of 
eldeft  fons,  born  within  the  borough,  but  it  does 
not  appear,  whether  before  or  after  the  admif* 
Son  of  the  father.     And, 

**  The  third  fpecies  of  perfons,  who  were  ad- 
mitted as  the  Tons  of  freemen  in  general  |  but 
they  have  not  Ihewn  that  they  were  born  in  khe 
town,  or  after  the  father's  freedom. 

**  For  the  defendants,  the  gentlemen  on  the 
other  fide  infift,  there  is  no  right  at  all  to  free- 
doms in  this  boroughs  but  that  all  admilfions  de- 

6  pend 
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pend  upon  the  ml\  and  pleafure  of  the  mayor 
and  jurats ;  that  they  may  admit  or  refufej  a 
ftranger  or  a  fon^  jufl  as  they  pleafe.  And  they 
infift,  that  if  there  be  fuch  a  rights  that  it .  is  re« 
ftrained  by  thefe  two  qualification^  of  being  born 
in  the  town^  and  after  the  fwearing  and  admC« 
fion  of  the  father. 

''And  another  qualification  infifted  on  by 
the  defendants  is^  that  he  fhould  be  refiant  with- 
in the  borough. 

**  Gentlemen,  the  matter  of  law  which  will 
arife,  if  you  are  of  opinion  that  there  is  fuch  a 
cuftom^  will  be^  whether  the  fine  be  a  reafonable. 
fine,  as  the  plaintiff  has  laid  it,  or  whether  this 
is  a  certain  fine  of  6s.  8d.  ? 

"  The  firft  evidence  that  has  been  produced 
for  the  defendants,  is  an  old  book,  in  which  there 
are  entries  of  an  old  cuftumal,  and  a  bye-law» 
dated  the  12th  of  April,  15  Elizabeth,  by  which 
it  is  decreed,  "  That  if  any  freeman,  now, 
or  at  any  time  hereafter,  an  inhabitant  of  this 
town,  fhall  depart  or  dwell  out  of  the  town, 
by  the  fpace  of  a  year  and  a  day,  he  or  they, 

c  2  ''  ff 
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<'  fo  dwelling  out  of  the  town,  fliall  lofc  his  or 
•'  their  freedom  for  ever/'  I  own  I  do  not 
know  fo  extraordinary  a  cuftom  any  where,  for 
a  tnan  to  have  a  right  to  be  admitted  a  freeman 
who  was  not  refident,  and  yet  the  corporation 
tould  disfranchife  a  man  for  non-refidence. 

'*  But  this  bye-law  will  not  be  of  much  weight 
one  way  or  the  other.  It  only  Ihews  the  aft  of  the 
corporation,  to  disfranchife  any  perfon  that  goes 
out  of  the  borough. 

"  They  have  alfo  produced,  for  the  defen- 
dants, another  book,  in  which,  they  fay,  is  con- 
tained the  ufage  of  Haftings,  time  out  of  mind, 
and  they  have  read  out  of  it  an  entry,  in  old 
French ;  the  purport  of  which  is,  "  That  if  a  fo- 
^'  reigner  refides  in  Haftings  a  year  and  a  day, 
"  he  may  come  before  the  baiUfFand  jurats,  and 
•'  be  "admitted  to  the  freedom,  upon  taking  an 
**  oath/*  The  witnefs  who  read  this,  fwore,  that 
there  was  no  other  evidence  in  the  book,  relat- 
ing tothc  making  of  freemen. 

•*  They  read  this  to  fliew,  that  there  is  no  right 
of  freedom  at  all  in  this  borough,  if  a  ftranger, 

wha 
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who  has  lived  in  the  lawn  a  year  and  a  day>  may 
coine  before  the  bailiiF^nd  jurats,  and  they  may 
admit  bimj  upon  taking  an  oath* 

*'  The  next  evidence  the  defendants  have  pro- 
duced, is  from  entries  of  admiffion  of  the  fons 
of  freemen,  without  mentioning  that  ihey-wcr* 
either  eldeft  or  youngefl:  fons ;  and  they  only 
Qiew,  that  the  fad  is,  that  other  fons,  as  well  as 
eldeft  fons,  have  been  admitted  for  a  Bne  of 
6s.  8d. 

"  It  will  be  proper^  therefore,  for  you,  gentle- 
men, to  confider, 

•     *  » 

"  First,  If  you  believe,  on  the  evidence,  that 
there  is  no  right  in  the  fon  of  any  freeman  to 
demand  his  freedom  of  the  mayor  and  jurats,  but 
that  all  depends  on  their  pleafure  j  but,  if  you 
believe  that  there  is  a  right  in  the  fon  of  a  free- 
man, and  that  the  ipayor  and  jurats  cannot  deny 
him  his  freedom,,  then  you  will  confider,  whether 
the  two  qualiBcations,  of  being  born  in  the 
borough,  after  th^  freedom  of  the  father,  are 
i^eceflary  or  no  ? 

c  3  *•  It 
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*f  If  you  believe  they  are  not  neccflary,  but 
that,  whether  he  be  born  in  or  out  of  the  bo- 
rough, or  before  or  after  he  was  made  free, 
makes  no  difference;  in  that  cafe  you  muft  find 
for  the  defendants. 

^  But  if  you  believe  a  right  in  the  fons  of 
freemen,  and  that  being  born  in  the  borough^ 
and  after  the  father's  freedom,  are  eflential,  then 
you  will  confider  the  matter  of  reliance. 

"  And,  if  you  believe  refiance  not  neceflary, 
then  you  muft  find  a  verdi6t  for  the  plaintiff. 

•'  But,  on  the  other  hand,  if  you  believe  being 
born  in  the  borough,  and  after  the  father's  free- 
dom, are  not  neceffary ;  or,  if  neceflfary,  that  it 
is  equally  neceffary  that  the  perfons  ihould  be 
reliant,  then  you  muft  find  a  verdicl  for  the  de* 
fendants.'* 

Verdict  for  the  plaintiff. 

Foreman.     •*  We  find  that  the  eldeft  fon  of 

a  freeman,  born  within  the  borough  after  his 

father's  freedom,  has  a  right." 

Lord 
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X 

Lord  Hardwicke.  "  What  do  you  find  ai 
to  the  commorancy  ?'* 

FoREN^AN.     **  My  lord,  we  find  refidence  no 
ncceffary ;  and  that  the  eldeft  fon,  born  within 
the  borough  after  his  father's  fireedom,  has  a 
right,  upon  paying  a  cuftomary  fine." 

Lord  Hardwicke.  "  What  do  you  find  the 
fine  ?" 

Foreman.  *'  We  find  the  fine  to  be  6s.  8d. 
and  that  that  is  reafonable.'* 

Lord  Hardwicke.  ^  That  point  of  the  rea- 
fonable  fine  muft  be  faved  for  the  opinion 
of  the  court,  and  let  the  pojiea  flay.** 

We  fhould  here  obferve,  that  Moore  was  com- 
pletely fiiccefsful  upon  this  occafion.  It  is  true, 
that  he  claimed  his  freedom  merely  as  an  eldeft 
fon ;  but  the  fame  evidence  by  which  he  availed' 
himfelf,  went  the  full  length  of  eftabliihing  the 
right  of  every  other  fon  of  a  freeman  to  his 

freedom* 

c  3  TjiB 
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.  Th»  vcrdift,  given  by  the  jury  upon  this  oc- 
cafion,  came  under  the  review  of  the  court  of 
kingVbench,  as  appears  from  Strange's  Re* 
ports^  xojQ^  which,  after  folemn  .argument,  was 
confirmed  by  the  unanimous  determination  and 
fanftion  of  the  judges. 

♦ 

W£  wifli,  in  a  very  particular  manner,  to  draw 
the  attention  of  the  reader  to  this  very  important 
(rial,  as  it  not  only  clearly  and  fatisfadtorily  de- 
monftrates  wh^t  was  originally,  and  what  ought 
Hill  to  be,  the  conftltution  of  Haftings,  but  throws 
great  light  upon  the  true  conftitution  of  the  reft 
of  the  Cinque  Ports,  notwithftanding  the  ufur- 
pations  and  corruptions  which,  in  thefe  latter 
^ays,  prevails  more  or  lefs,  in  all  of  them, 
• 

In  the  courfe  of  the  S^aford  contefts,  it  be- 
came important  to  fome  of  the  parties  to  infped 
this  cuftumal ;  and  a  rule  was  accordingly  ob-r 
tained  from  the  court  of  king's  bench  for  that 
purpofe;  but  lo!  it  was  mifling,  and  not  to  be 
found !  Thropgh  fear  that  fome  future  claimant 
of  a  freedom  Ihould  attempt  to  acccomplifh  afi4 
nerfe£l  what  Moore  left  undone^  it  was  thought 

expedient 


expedli^Qt  to  coiQmit  this  highly  important  and 
Venerable  record  to  the  flames.  But,  notwith* 
ttanding  this  deftruflion  of  it  by  fire,  we  con- 
^atulate  the  public»  thai  the  moft  material  and 
Goofequental  part  of  it  ba$  been  preferved  in  th^ 
State  Trials,  by  reafon  of  the  ipandamua  brought 
by  Moore«  Qf  which  cuftumal  Jeake  make* 
mentibn,  page  35  and  1^3. 

Bv  the  laft  determination  of  the  houfe  of  com^ 
inons,  which  took  place  in  the  year  1698,  it  ap- 
pears, that  the  right  of  election  of  members  of 
parliament  for  the  Port  of  Haftings,  is  in  the 
mayor,  jurats,  and  freemen,  refident,  and  not 
receiving  alms.  But  here  arifes  a  very  impor- 
tant  queftion,  which  is,  who  are  entitled  to  be 
freemen  ?  Mr.  Milward  contends,  that  only  the 
firft  born  fon  of  a  freeman,  and  fuch  as  are  an-, 
nually  nominated  by  the  mayor;  we  have  very 
little  fcruple  to  fay,  that  if  this  queftion  fhould 
ever  be  fairly  brought  before  an  impartial 
committee  of  the  houfe  of  commons,  we  have 
no  doubt  but  that  the  determination  would  be, 
that  the  right  of  freedom  is  according  to  the 
f  l^ftumal  above  fet  out. 

Govern^ 
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Government  have  at  this  place  a  cuftom- 
houfc  ;  a  cuftom*-houfe  boat,  under  pretence  of 
watching  the  fmugglers,  the  crew  of  which  are  all 
landmen,  but  taken  from  amongft  the  freemen  ; 
an  Ordnance  fort,  of  no  utility  whatever ;  and 
an  eftabliihment  of  twelve  riding  officers-  be- 
fides  the  ufual  retainers  of  the  excife  and  of  the 
poft  office. 

A  COMPLAINT  was  exhibited  to  the  commif- 
fioners  of  the  culloms  againft  the  patrons  of  thi& 
borough,  by  the  town-clerk,  in  1787,  for  quar- 
tering freemen,  at  five,  ten,  and  twenty  pounds 
a  year  each,  upon  the  revenue  officers  of  this 
port;  in  which  complaint  were  fpecifically  men«. 
tioned  the  names  of  Bevins,  Hide,  Meadow, 
Bourne,  and  others,  who  had  paid  fuch  fums.  A 
copy  of  this  memorial  is  now  in  our  hands,  which 
we  will  take  good  care  of,  as  it  may  hereafter, 
in  common  with  fimilar  proofs  in  our  polleffion, 
be  a  fubjed:  of  more  ferious  enquiry. 

We  muft  not  omit  to  add,  that  it  was  in  con- 
fequence  of  this  complaint,  that  the  elder  Mr. 
Milward  was  deprived  of,  his  place  of  furveyor- 
general  of  the  riding  officers  by  the  board  of 
cailoms. 

A  LIST 
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OF  THE  WHOLE  BODY  OF  ELECTORS 
OF    HASTINGS, 

Takek  the  twenty-fifth  day  of  April,  17925 
many  of  whom  have  fmall  places  in  the  Cuftoms^ 
Excife,  and  Ordnance,  which  it  is  unnecelTary  to 
Ipecify. 


MAYOR, 

Mr.  Edward  Mil  ward* 


DEPUTY     MAYOR, 


Mr.  Edward  Milward,  Deputy  Controller  of 
Excife,  refides  in  London. 

JURATS. 

X  Rev.  William  Hicks  Coppard. 

Thomas  Evitt,  coUcdlor  of  the  cufloms. 

John  Stevens,  officer  of  ditto, 

John  Thatcher,  a  fuperannuatedT  officer. 

John  Crouch,  ditto. 

Thomas  Crouch. 

Lovell  Crouch. 

Joh» 
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John  Goldfworthy  Shorter. 
Walter  Crouch. 
William  PolhilL 

r  R  E  E  M  E  N. 

J  John  Sargent. 

Honourable  General  James  Murray,  Milward's 
iKrbth^-in-law  and  friend. 
'"Robert  Meadow,  fen.  a  fuperannuated boat-of- 
ficerw 

William  Lintott. 

X  Henry  Sargent*.  - 

Thomas  Morfee,  relation  of  Milward. 

John  Thatcher. 

J  Rev.  William  Coppard. 

William  Scrivens,  tenant  of  Milward. 
'  Alexander  Godfrey,  a  prifoncr  in  the  king*& 
bench,  at  the  fuit  of  Milward. 

John  Weatherman. 

Robert  Thatcher,  a  riding-officer  of  the  cuf- 
toms. 

Jofeph  Edwards. 

Robert  Meadow,  jun, 

Edward  Evitt,  purfer  of  the  Leopard  man  of 
war,  now  lying  at  Woolwich. 

John  Williams. 

John  Hide. 

Spencer 
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Spencer  Kent. 

Jofcph  Diplock. 

Richard  Ball. 

Thomas  Mannington. 

Nathaniel  Crouch,  a  bMib^bailiffl 

Richard  Edwards,  feo. 

Thomas  Hide. 

Thomas  Godlejr. 

Robert  Ball.   , 

X  Stephen  Penight. 

Charles  Stevens  Crouch. 

Benjamin  Boflbm. 

Richard  Edwards,  jum 

John  Williams,  jun. 

Thofe  with  this  mark  {^  are  in  oppofition  to  Milwatd;  but 
the  numerous  family  of  the  Crouch's  are  all  his  immediate  de« 
pendants.  "  • 

Ancient  State. 

Hastings  is  fuppofed  to  have  derived  its 
name  from  one  Haftings,  a  Danilh  pirate, 
who  built  a  fmall  fort  on  his  landing  here, 
in  order  to  cover  his  men,  and  fecurc  his 
retreat,  after  he  had  pillaged  the  country.  It  is 
one  of  the  chief  of  the  Cinque  Ports,  and  is  fo 
ancienti  th^t  in  the  year  294  it  had  a  mint* 
Here  it  was  that  William  the  Conqueror  muftcr- 

cd 
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cd  his  army^  sifter  he  had  burnt  his  fhips,  being 
determined,  as  fome  have  faid,  to  conquer  or 
perifli  in  the  attempt ;  but  others  fuppofc  it 
ivas  done,  that  he  might  not  be  obliged  to  di- 
vide his  army,  which  muft  have  been  the  cafe, 
had  he  preferved  his  (hips.  This  port  had  char- 
ters from  Edward  the  Confeflbr,  William  I- 
ilen.  II.  Rich.  I.  Hen.  III.  Edw.  I.  and  Char.  11. 
but  it  was  burnt  by  the  French  in  the  reign  of 
Rich.  11.  after  having  been  plundered  by  them. 

The  harbour  of  Haftings,  which  was  former- 
ly famous,  and  from  which  the  town  was  obliged 
to  furnifli  the  king  with  twenty  Ihips  for  any  na- 
val expedition,  is  now  a  poor  road  for  fmall  vef^ 
fels,  it  having  been  ruined  by  the  ftorms  which, 
torn  time  to  time,  have  been  fo  fatal  to  the 
neighbouring  ports  of  Rye  and  Winchclfea ;  and 
it  ftill  continues  a  very  indifferent  one,  though 
^eat  fums  have  been  laid  out  in  order  to  reco- 
ver it. 

Corporation. 

By  charter  of  queen  Elizabeth,  it  confift« 
of  a  mayor,  recorder,  and  twelve  jurats.    The 

cor^ 
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corporation  is  exempted  from  toU^  and  has  the 
power  of  holding  courts  of  judicature  in  capital 
cafes. 

Right  of  election* 

1698,  30th  January.  Is  in  the  mayor,  jurats, 
and  freemen,  relident  and  not  receiving  alms, 
•nly. 

Number  of  voters; 
Twelve. 

.    Returning  officer. 
The  Mayor. 

Patron. 

The  Trcafury. 


\ 
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D  O  V  E  R. 

Political  Character* 

X  HIS  towtt  19  properly  called  the  capital  of  the 

Cinque  .Ports,  and  (lands  in  nearly   the  fame 

fituation,  with  refpeft  to  the  others,  as  the  chief 

town  of  a  county  does  with  thofe  of  lefs  note  ; 

the  lord  warden's  court  being  held  here,  and  the 

caftle  being  ufed  aa  the  priibn  of  nil  the  Ports. 

• 
The  right  of  freedom  is  the  fame  here  as  de- 

fcribed  in  the  cuftumal  of  Haftings^  with  the 
addition  of  its  extending  to  the  hufbands  of  free- 
men's daughters,  as  well  as  to  the  fons  of  freemeni  ' 
freeholders  are  alfo  entitled  totheelcaive  franchifc 
in  this  place;  which  privilege  it  at  this  day  re-* 
tained  here  only ;  at  the  other  ports  it  has  long 
fince,  by  corrupt  contrivances  and  praftices^  been 
ilifled.     The  number  of  voters  being  upwards  of 
twelve  hundred,  they  cannot  all  be  provided  for  out 
of  finecure  places,  and  revenue  officers,  as  in  moft 
of  the  other  Ports ;  neverthelefs,  government  ob- 
tains fuch  a  degree  of  influence  from  the  cuC- 
tom-houfe,  packet-boats,  military  and  naval  ap« 
pointments,  &c.  as  always  to  nominate  one  of 
the  members ;  the  other  is  ufually  a  gentleman 

in  oppofitiotu 

4  Mr. 
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Mr.  Trevaniom,  who*  was  Mi  intrcnluced  to 
the  dehors  of  this  towa  by  the  celebrated  Charles 
Churchill,  in  the  days  of  M[r.  Wilkes's  pppula* 
rity,  has  continued  in.  his  filuatioa  ^s  inember 
for  this  port,  in  oppoiit^on  to  all  the  influence  of 
fucceeding  adminiftrations  (with  only  one  excep- 
tion»  which  was  in  the  year  1784),  till  the  pre. 
fent  time. 

This  town  was  formefly  of  infinitely  more 
importance  than  at  prefen^,  the  caftk  having 
been  confidercd  as  the  key  to  the  kingdom.  In 
its  profperity  it  had  twenty-one  ^ards,  each  of 
which  furnifhed  a  ftiip  fqr  the  fervice  of.  the  na- 
tion^ and  maintained  it  fprty  days^  at  the  expence 
of  the  inhabitants.  It  had  likewife  fi^ven  chur* 
ches,  though  there,  are  now  only  two  remaining. 
It  is  flill^  however,  a  large  town^and  not  like  the 
decayed  villages  of  Winchelfea  and  Seaford^  a 
burlefque  upon  the  exercife  of  legiflative  and  ju^ 
dicial  powers. 

Ancient  State. 

Dover,  which  is  fituated  ten  miles  to  the 
(buth-eaft  of  Deal,  is  fuppofed  to  derive  its  name 
from  Difyrrha,  which,  in  the  Britifti  tongue, 
iignifies  a  deep  place,  whence  it  was  called  by 

Vol.  III.  d  the 
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the  Saxons  Dofra^  and  by  Antoninus,  in  hi^ 
Itinerary,  Dubris.    It  l^ands  in  a  great  valIey;^ 
under  a  range  of  chalky  cliffs,  which  form  a  kind 
of  bay  or  harbour,  the  only  place  about  this  coaft ' 
where  the  water  is  admitted  within  the  cliffs. 

The  pier,  which  forms  the  harbour  of  Daver^ 
on  which  king  Henry  VIII.  expended  8o,ooot/ 

was  begun  in  the  y^ar  1533.     The  harbour, 

^  ■     • 

which  has  fince  been  repaired  and  altered,  till  it 
was  brought  to  its  prefent  ftate,  has  for  its  fup- 
port  certain  cuftomary  duties  on  all  goods  ex-^ 
ported  or  imported.     On   the  fummit  of  the 
cliff  are  the  remains  of  a  caftle,  faid  to  have 
been  begun  by  Julius  Csefar,  and  finifhed  by 
Claudius,  the  walls  of  which  are  flill  ftanding, 
though  mofl  of  the  works  are  deftroyed.     Thi^ 
caftle  was  taken  by  William  the  Conqueror  in 
1067;  and,  on  its  being  belieged  by  king  Ste- 
phen's queen,  the  governor  furrendered  it.     In 
1228,  it  was  delivered  up  to  Philip,  carl  of  Flan- 
ders ;  but  after  l^is  departure  king  Henry  III. 
granted  it  tp  Hubqrt  de  ^urgh^  ear^  of  I^enp. 

When  the. lord  wardqi  is  well  with  govern- 
ment, both  the  members  of  this  town  are  min^- 

fteriaUfts  s 
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ftcrialifts;  by  t  whenever  (as  at  this  time)  that 
great  officer  chances  to  be  in  oppofition^  the 
admiralty  does  not  aiFe<%  to  control  more  than 
one  of  the  feats,  owing  to  the  freemen  being 
more  numerous  here  than  at  the  other  Ports. 
Though  the  mafs  of  government  influence  is 
enormous,  this  place  cannot  be  confidered  as  in  a 
complete  ft  ate  of  fubjugation  to  miniftry.  .We 
(hall  content  ourfelves,  therefore,  with  ftating  a 
part  only  of  the  patronage  of  government.  Here 
are  fix  regular  packets,  befides  bye-boats,  the  of. 
ficers  and  crew  of  which  are  all  voters ;  two  cuC 
tom-houfe  cutters,  three  cuftom-houfe  boats,  and 
two  fmall  veflels,  called  hovelers  or  luggers ;  a 
cuftomrhoufe,  with  a  very  numerous  train  of  re- 
tainers; ten  riding  officers,-  the  caftle;  and  two 
forts.  The  harbour  with  an  incpme  of  io,oqo  1. 
a  year,  which  from  the  beginning  was,  and  ftill 
is,  a  mere  job.  An  immcnfe  extent  of  fortifica- 
tion, which  the  m^^fter-gene^al  of  the  ordnance 
is  ereding,  for  no  other  purpofc  than  that  of 
ftrcngthening  the  hands  of  govcrnni?nt. 

This  place  was,  by  the  EpgUft,  as  well  as 
fcieignqrs,  called  the  Lock  and  Key  of  England, 
and  was  of  fuch  importance,  that,  when,  the  Dau- 

d  a  phin 
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phif^  of  France  was  ailifting  king  John  againft 
th^  barons^  the  French  king,  enquiring  where 
his  fon  was^  and  being  anfwered^  at  Stamford  ; 
he  replied,  what!  has  he  not  got  Dover  caftle? 
when  being  anfwered  in  the  negative,  "  Then, 
**  faid  he,  by  the  amv  of  St.  James,  my  fon  has 
<<  not  one  foot  in  England.^'  This  noble  and 
memorable  fortrefs,  which  has  feveral  times 
faved  the  kingdom  from  conqueft  or  flavcry,  is 
now  become  the  prey  of  the  people  tQ  whom  it 
belongs. 

« 

In  time  of  peace,  the  packet*boats,  pafling 
between  this  town,  and  Calais  in  France,  are  fta-^ 
^oned  here ;  and  here  the  lord  warden  of  the 
Cinque  Ports  is  fworn  into  his  office.  He  can  a^ 
this  place  command  abqut  30.  votes. 

Corporation. 

It  is  governed  by  a  mayor,  twelve  jurats,  and 
thirty-fix  common  councilmen. 

Right  of  Election. 

•        ,      • »  . 

1 62 J,  24  March.  Is  in  the  freemen,  alid  free 
burgeffes,  inhabitant5  of  Ppv^r.  Every  fon  of  a 
freeman,  and  every  perfon  marrying  a  freeman'^ 

.     daughter^ 
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daughtei*,  is  entitlecj  to  his  freedom,  as  is  every 
freeholder  within  the  jurifdidion  of  the  corpora- 
tion ;  belides  all  thole  who  arc  made  free  by  re- 
demption,  ^ift^  or  purchafe.  We  muft  here  ob- 
ferve,  that  this  is  the  only  one  of  the  PoVts  that 
has  .preferved  any  traces  of  its  true  conftitution* 
We  are,  hawever,  of  opinion,  that  by  a  fpiritcd 
jexertion^  the  rijghts  of  the  inhabitants  might  ftill 
be  recovefcd  in  many  of  the  Ports. 

1770,  12  March.    That   the  iioi»4nhabi^nt 
ffeemen^  as  well  as  the  inhabitant  freemen,  gpd 
'ftce  hurgeiles  orf*  the  town  and  port  ofTDovcr^ 
4)ave  a  vciice  in  the  eledlion. 

Number  of  voters 
Accoi^QiNC  to  the  poll  at  the  laft  general 
de&ion,. appears  to  be  about  twelve  hundred. 

Returning  Officer 
The  Mayor. 

Patron 
The  admiralty,  of  one  feat ;  independent  as  to 
the  other.    Mr.  Peter  Fcdlor  has  the  bed  intereft 
of  any  individual  in  this  place,  always  fiding 
with  government. 

d3  SAND- 
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SANDWICH. 

Political  Character. 

X  HIS  is  the  only  Cinque  Port,  except  Doveri 
vhich  Has  the  leaft  claim  to  independence,  and 
that  arifes  from  the  extenfive  number  of  its  elec- 
tors. Sandwich,  which  has  for  many  years 
been  tanked  as  an  admiralty  borough,  from  the 
influence  of  innumerable  places,  and  the  dou- 
ceurs which  the  voters  hold  under  the  patronage 
of  that  board,  has  been  generally  reprefcnted  by 
two  members  of  their  nomination ;  but,  at  the 
laft  eledlion.  Sir  Horace  Mann,  who  refides  in  the 
neighbourhood,  having  the  largcfl  Kentiih  eftate 
of  any  man  in  the  county,  and  is  fo  much  re- 
fpedted  for  his  hofpitality  and  convivial  talents, 
that  no  other  perfon  would  have  flood  the  fmalleft 
chance  of  fuccefs  in  oppolition  to  government, 
became  a  candidate  on  his  own  interell,  in  op- 
pofition  to  lord  Parker,  comptroller  of  the 
houfehold,  (who  was  fupported  by  government^ 
in  conjundlion  with  Mr.  Stephens,  fecretary  to 
the  admiralty)  was  fuccefsful,  as  will  appear  by 
the  clofe  of  the  poll ;  the  numbers  being,  for    . 

Philip  Stephens,  Efq.     474 

Sir  Horace  Mann  3 1 1 

Lord  Parker  290 

Thus 
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^Hus  the  iiidq)endent  intcreft  fucceeded^  for 
the  firft  time,  in  the  elefiion  of  one  of  their 
inember^.  The  other  is  ftill  confidered  as  be- 
ing at  the  difpofal  of  the  admiralty. 

The  imyoT  and  jurab  of  this  port,  like  the 
coiporations  of  moR  cities  and  boroughs,  have 
not  negle6led  to  ufe  their  utmoft  endeavours  to 
obtain  a  monopoly  of  the  right  of  eleQion,  to 
the  exclufion  of  the  freemen  ** 

At  the  eledion  of  i6so,  the  third  parliament 

of  James  I.  lord  Cobham,  warden  of  the  Cinique 

Ports,  7nade  an  order,  which  he  got  confirmed  by 

the  lords  of  the  privy  council,  that  the  mayor  and 

jurats  only,  (hould  make  the  eleftions  of  members 

of  parliaments      'The    frfeemeh,    or   commons, 

were    therefore    debarred    from    giving    their 

voices,  with  threats  of  imprifonment.    Sir  Rd« 

bert  Hatton  was  retiitned  by  the  mayor  and 

jurats.     The  cbmmohs,  who  intended  to  choo(e 

Mr.  Borrowes,  were  intimidated  by  the  magiH 

trates.     The  houfe  of  commons,  however,  held 

the  ele3ion  void,  and  ordered  a  new  writ^  for 

the  freemen  at  large  to  make  the  eleQion. 

*  In  Glanville's  Reports,  cafe  7th,  there  is  much  curious 
information  ai  to  thia  • 

It 
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It  ;Iifc^ife  appears,  that  the  ^orpbratioh  of 
tHs  port  liaVe  trot  been  fexertp^  frdm  ftie  chargt 
of  corrtiptiolh,  arty  more  than  their  neighboufs  • 
as,  on  the  25  th  of  November,  i%5,  ^  {)etitSoii 
of  John  Thurban,  ferjeant  at  law,  was  prefented 
to  the  houle,  letting  fortli,  that  he  was  duly 
ele6led  a  baron  to  ferve  in  parliament  for'thb 
port;  but  that  Edward  Brent,  and  John  Taylor, 
£fqrs.  had  prevailed  with  the  mayor  to  return 
them,  though  they  were  not  duly  chofen. 

Upon  the  examination  of  evidence,  the  fol- 
lowing matter  came  out  before  a  committee : 

Ralph  Goodchiid  faid,  a  great  while  before 
the  writ  came  down,  and  he  believes  a  month 
before  the  ele6lion,  at  the  defire  of  fome  of  Mr- 
Taylor's  friends,  he  went  to  Mr.  Taylor's  hoiife, 
with  an  account  of  what  men  they  thought  would 
engage  for  him  ;  and  that  Mr.  Taylor  faid  to  him, 
and,  as  he  believes,  Mr.  Paramour,  Mr.  Mandy, 
and  Mr.  Gregg,  were  by,  that  he  had  heard  fome 
people  got  places  of  profit  by  being  parliament- 
men;  and  that,  if  the  town  chofe  him,  and  he 
got  any,  he  would  give  half  to  the  corporation,  and 
aol.  a  year  to  the  poor,  Sind  give  the  corpora- 

iion 


4lteli  a  A^ttfC  Oh  i*e  Kitty  he  wis  thofew,  yearly  ^ 
thiait  Mr.-Tarylioir  bid  him  fpeak  of  it,  and  he 

'diid>  Sj^QOrdmgly^ttake  ufe  tof  it,  top^ifuade fe*- 

«  _ 

vcral  to  vote  for  Mr.  Taylor ;  that  he  voted  ia, 
and  defigned  to  do  fo  before  the  faid  promife ; 
atid  feid,  lie  l)elieved  he  faw  bills  of  charges  of 
'gool.  on  Mr.  Taylor's  account,  and  that  Mr. 
tJri<rktt  was 'Mr.  Taylor'i  agent. 

TwiSDEN  faid,  that  Mr.  Taylor,  the  day  be- 
Tore  (he  eleflion,  declared^  Mandy  being  pre- 
fenl,  tf'hegot  a  place  of  loool.  or  500 1.  a  year ^  as 
he  hoped  he  Jhouldf  or  whatever  it  was^  he  would 
give  one  half  to  the  'town ;  and  Mr.  Cricket  faid, 
he  would  give  his  bond,  that  Mr.  Taylor  fiiould 
expend  4*0!.  or  50I.  yearly,  upon  the  town,  and 
give  20I.  yearly  to  the  poor ;  and  Turner,  fit- 
ting  by,  faid,  he  would*  drink  the  petitioner's 
health,  but  durft  not  vote  for  him,  for  if  he  did, 
they  would  never  employ  him  again. 

John  Chapman  faid.  Cricket  declared,  that 
Mr.  Taylor  had  promifed,  and  he  (Cricket) 
would  give  his  bond  as  before  teftiiied;  and  that, 
on  account  of  his  voting  for  Mr.  Brent,  Cricket 
had  received  forty  {hillings  of  Rickfey,  which  he 

paid 
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paid  ill  part  of  7I.  owing  frotn  him  to  the  fefjeaHi^ 
but  owned  Cricket  was  bound  with,  him  for  i(| 
but  it  did  not  appeac  Mr.  Brent  had  employed 
^Cricket* 

i 

Cricket  and  Moor  f|iid>  the  mayor  went  to 
feveral  to  vote  for  Mr.  Brent;  a^nd  Moor,  owned^ 
that  he  himfelf  had  fpoke  to  feyeral^to  vote  for 
the  ferjeant. 

*        .  •.         •        ** 

Clarki  Jenkinfon^  and  Stone^  faid^  that  a  leu 

ter  was  read,  as  from  Sir  Cloudefly  Shovel,  by 
which  they  pretended,  that  all  the  feamen  who 
would  not  vote  for  Mr.  Brent  fliould  be  prefled. 
Rickfey  and  others  were  prefent,  and  fome  fea- 
men were  feared  out  of  the  town  by  it. 

RiCKSEY  produced  a, letter  which,  b^ing  read, 
he  faid  was  only  a  recommendation  of  Mr« 
Brent,  without  any  threatning  or  promife^. 

John  Vatchelor  faid,  Broderly,  who  vdted^ 
and  made  intereft  for  Mr.  Brent,  offered  him 
two  half  crowns  tb  vote  for  Mr.  Brent,  and 
Rickfey  and  Fifher  were  by,  and  was  threatned 
to  be  ruined,  becaufe  be  would  not  vote-again(l 
the  ferjeant. 

N.  Vatchb-* 


.  N.  VATCH£LORt  his  brother,  faid,  he  Bad 
Jbeard  his  brother  John  declare^  that  Broderly 
Jiad  o&red  him  no  money. 

UuTTON  faid^  he  had  a  debt  of  3L  odd 
money  owing  to  him  from  Curfer ;  but  he  dyings 
it  became  dubious ;  and  4hat  he  was  offered  tQ 
to  have  it  paid  if  he  would  vote  for  Mr.  Taylor.^ 

s 

I    • 
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Ancient  State. 

Sai^dwich,  which  receives  its  name  from  the 
Saxon  word  Sondwic,  fignifying  a  fandy  creek» 
is  feparated  only  by  a  fmall  channel  from  the  ifle 
of  Thaiietf  and  is  thought  to  have  been  built  6ut 
of  the  ruins  of  the  ancient  Rutupiae. 

.In  the  reign  of  Edward  IV.  the  merchants 
of  this  town  had  ninety-five  (hips«  which  employ, 
ed  one  thoufand  five  hundred  failors,  and  the 
crown  received  from  its  cuftoms  17,000!.  a  year, 
an  immenfe  fum  in  thofe  days.  King  Edward 
the  Cpnfeflbr  refided  here  a  confiderable  time*. 

Sandwich  haven^  which  was  then  reckoned 
'  one  of  the  beft  in  England^  lay  near  two  miles 
•  eaft-fouth^^e^ft  of  the  prefent. 

The 
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Th£  members  belonging .  to  this,  loitf^n  are^ 
FordMridh>  about  iix  xmlits  north'-eaft  oFCftnier- 
bury  ;  Deal,  which  lies,  to  the  fouth  of  Sand- 
wich ;  Walmar,  which  lies  to  the  fouth  of  Deal ; 
Slam fgate  and  Serre,  two  tovns  in  the  ifle  of 
Tbanet;  ^onar,  on  the  other  fide  orcbeStour^ 
^pofiteto Sandwich'i  and fiidghtlingjfey  in £fiex. 

This  port  fufFercd  much  in  the  wars  with  the 
Danes>  &c.  for^here  king^Canute,  in  the  year 
^Qi  j,  inhumanly  (lit  the  nofes^  and  cut  off  the 
hands  of  fuch  of  the  Englifh  as -were  ^given  to 
^wain^  his  father^  for.boftages.  In  1217  it-was 
burnt  by  the  French ;  and  in  1457  ^be  French 
again  plundered  and  burnt  the  towq^.and  alfo 
killed  the  mayor  and  other  officers. 

In  the  reign  of  Richard  IL  the  wootftaple 
was  removed  hither  from  Queenborough ;  and 
in  that  of  queen  Elizabeth/  fome  Walloons  and 
Dutch>  flying  from  petfecution,  came  hither^ 
and  fettled  a  manufaAory  of  woollen  cloth. 

The^e  is  at  this  place  a  harbour  with  a  large 
revenue,  a  mere  job;  acuftom-houfe;  cuftom-i. 

houfc  cutter;  two  cuftom-houfe  boats  1  aferti 

two 


two  caftlea^  in  the  neighbourhood,  cffieerod  by 
freemen ;  and  tea  riding  officers.  Any  owner  of  9 
vcfiel  or  hoy,  being  a  freeman,  may  have  his  fbip' 
taken  into  the  fervice  of  the  admiralty,  upon  ap^ 
plication ;  at  this  time  feven  veflels  are  fo  en^ 
gaged. 

This  town  gives  the  title  of  earl  to  the  family 
of  Montague. 

Corporation. 

Bt  a  charter  dated  in  the  year  1685,  it  cob*. 
0fts  of  a  mayor^  recorder,  twelve  jarati^  and 
twenty-four  comoioq-councilmen.  1 

Right  of  Election. 
1690,  31ft  Oa.— The  freemen  of  the  port  of 
Sandwich^  inhabiting  within  the  faid  port,  al- 
though they  receive  alms,  have  a  right  to  vote. 

Not  agreed  to  by  the  houfe. 

Number  of  voters 
About  four  hundred  and  eighty. 

Returning  officer 
The  Mayor. 

Patron 

Admiralty. 
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.  Mr.  StefkekSj  the  fecretary  of  the  admiralty^  * 
has  been  returned  for  this  port  ever  iince  be  has 
been  in  place,  now  upwards  of  thirty  years.  • 
The  inhabitants  of  this  place  are  bound  to  this 
gentleman  by  every  tie  of  gratitude,  as  there  is 
fcarcely  a  fingle  family,  fome  part  of  which 
has  not  been  provided  for  by  him,  in  the  ad- 
nairalty.  nav^,  or  marines.  Since  the  laft  elec- 
tion, the  people  of  this  town  have  fevercly 
felt  the  inconvenience  of  having  prcfumed  to  re- 
jfdt  Mr.  Stephens's  friend,  lord  Parker.  Some 
bxve  been  alfo  displaced,  and  no  new  places  have 
been  granted,  but  upon  a  prpmife  of  implicit 
obedience. 


H  YTHE. 
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Political  Character, 

• 

X  HE  bailiff  of  this  ^ort  was  appointed  by  tho 
archbifliop  of  Canterbury,  till  the  31ft  year  of 
Henry  VHI.  when  the  archbifhop  exchanged 
the  manor  of  Saltwood,  together  with  the  baili- 
wick of  Hythe,  with  the  king,  for  eftates  eife- 
where.  After  which  a  bailiff  was  appointed  an- 
nually by  the  crown,  till  the  reign  of  Eliz.  who 

■ 

in  the  17th  year  of  her  reign,  granted  it  a  par- 
ticular charter  of  incorporation,  by  the  name  of 
mayor,  jurats,  and  commonalty,  under  which 
fhey  ftill  continue  to  be  governed. 

The  corporation,  out  of  whom  are  chofen 
two  chamberlains  anda  town-clerk,  with  the  af- 
iiftance  of  ninety  freemen,  making  in  the  whole 
one  hundred  and  twenty-fix^  ele£l  the  two  mem- 
bers;  out  ^"which  number,  only  iwenty^iwo  are 
refident^^the  remaining  hundred  and  four  being 
flifperfed  over  d^Es^ent  parts  of  the  country. 

The  charters  of  this  corporgtJQn,  a^  w^ll  as 
|hofc  of  the  other  Cinque  Ports,  were,  in  1685, 

by 
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by  the  arbitrary  command  of  Charles  II.  fur- 
rendered  up  to  colonel  Strode,  then  governor  of 
Dover  caftle,  and  were  never  afterwards  returned; 
but  they  are  fuppofed  to  be  in  poffeifion  of  go- 
vernment at  this  moment. 

The  influf^nce  of  this  place  is  npt  fp  ^qiiiiy  ipa^ 
naged  as  the  inligniBcant  corporatioi^s  of  Rye^ 
Winchclfca,  Haftings,  SeaforcJ,  or  Rorp^icy ,  One 
hundred  and  twenty-iix  ele(9;Qrs,  fivc-fuths  of 
whom  arc  not  immediately  under  thp  controul  or 
perfccution  of  a  trcafqry  ^ept,  cannot  be  train^ 
ed.  to  the  word  of  commaqd^fo  eafy  as  4  dozen 
cuftom-houfe  officers,  or.  pei>ficincrs,  upon  the 
emoluments  of  the  finecures.  By  one  artifice  or 
other/ however^  government  generally  contrive 
to  have  both  members  conftantly  in  its  intereft. 

The  corporation  pf  Hytbc  ve  Mndt^r  th? 
abfolute  diredion  of  Mr.  Robert  Tournay  *,  aii 
attorney,  whp  is  every  othfsr  year  chofen  mfiyor  i 
and,  in  fpite  of  legal  incapacity,  unites,. with 
the  office  of  chief  magiftrate,  thgt  of  town 
clerk ;  thereby  confolidating  the  maftef  and  fer^* 
vant  in  the  fame  perfonal  agency  ;  but,  as  plu-r 

*  The  joint  agent  of  the  treafury  and  Mr.  Evelyn. 

ralities 
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talities  of  livings^  as  well  as  places,  are  iandioncd 
by  the  example  of  church  and  flate,  wc  mud  not 
fuppoie,  that  the  emoluments  arifing  from  the 
minifterial  duties  of  one  office^  can  influence  the 
judicial  deportment  of  the  other, 

Th£  intereit  amongft  the  eledors,  is  netrl/ 
equally  divided  between  government  and  Mr; 
Evelyn,  one  of  the  prefent  members.  .  Mr. 
Alderman  Sawbridge  has  indeed  attempted  the 
eflablifhment  of  an  independent  intereft ;  but^ 
while  the  reprefentation  remains  in  its  prefent 

m 

debilitated  form,  fuch  exertions,  though  they 
might  fucceed  on  a  fingle  occafion^  can  neither 
give  permanency  nor  fecurity  to  the  freedom  9f 
eledion. 


Ancient  State, 

HiTHB,  Hythe,  or  Hith,  which  is  fituated  fix 
miles  to  the  fouth/-weft  of  Elham,  and  fixty 
nine  fouth-^aft  by  eaft  of  London,  had  on^e 
five  churches;  but  having  fevcral  times  fuf* 
fered  great  loiTes,  they  are  now  reduced  to  one. 
This  town,  which  owed  its  rife  and  profperity  to 
the  decay  of  the  neighbouring  towns  of  Lyme  and 

Vol.  IIL  c  Weft 
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Weft  Hithe,  whofe  harbours  were  choaked  up 
with  fand,  having  undergone  the  fame  fate,  is 
now  almoft  ufelcfs,  and   fcarcely  deferves  the 

name  of  a  port . 

♦ 

Herf.  .  re  two  hofpitals,  thofe  of  St.  John  and 
St.  Bartholomew^  both  under  the  government  of 
the  mayor  and  jurats;  and  alio  a  charity-fchool 
for  thirty  boys. 

In  the  reign  of  Henry  IV.  moft  of  the  inha- . 
bitants  of  this  town  were  carried  off  by  a  pelli^ 
lence,  which  was  fucceeded  by  a  fire  that  con-^ 
fumed  two  hundred  houfes.  Soon  after  which 
calamity,  five  of  the  fhips  which  this  town 
was  obliged  to  fit  out,  were  funk  at  fea,  and 
a  hundred  men  drowned.  The  furviving  inha* 
bitantJ,  difpirited  by  thefe  calamities,  refolved 
to  leave  the  place ;  but  the  king  encouraged  them 
to  (fay,  by  giving  them  a  temporary  releafe  from 
the  fervice  due  from  the  town  as  a  Cinque  Port. 

On  the  6th  of  April,  1580,  an  earthquake  rung 
the  bells,  and  damaged  many  houfes  ;  and  in 
April,  1739,  while  fome  perfons  were  waiting  ia 
the  church  porch  for  the  keys,  in  order  to  afcend 

the 
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the  flceple,  it  fell  down  with  fix  bells  in  it»  but 
providentially  nobody  was  hurt. 

Corporation. 

By  charter  of  incorporation^  granted  by  queen 
Elizabeth,  it  confifts  of  a  mayor,  twelve  jurats^ 
and  twenty-four  common-councilmem 

Right  of  Election. 

1710,  27th  Jan. — Is  in  the  mayor^  jurats^ 

common-councilmen^  and  freemen* 

« 
Agreed  to  by  theiioufe* 

Number  OF  voters. 
One  hundred  and  twenty-fix.. 


i» 


Returning  officer. 
The  Mayor* 

Patron* 
The  Treafury,  partially. 

Mr.  William  Desdes  and  Sir  Charles  Far^ 
naby  RadclifTe^  who  have  both  confiderable 
incerefts  here»  are  oitirely  at  the  devotion  of  the 
miniiler. 

C2  NEW 
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PoLlTICAX.   CHARACtEk. 

X  HIS  place  enjoys  the  fame  exclufive  privileges 
with  the  other  Ports  ;  in  addition  to  which,  it 
had  a  charter  of  incorporation  from  Edward  III. 
hy  the  ftyfe  of  the  barons  of  the  PortoF  New  Rom- 
*  ney;  afterwards  by  that  of  jurats  and  commonalty; 
and  laftly,  by  queen  Eliz.  in  the  fifth  year  of  her 
reign,  by  the  ftyle  of  the  mayor,  jurats,  and 
commonalty ;  at  which  time,  by  letters  patent, 
Ihe  ratified  all  the  privileges  they  had  enjoyed  in 
the  reign  of  Edward  the  Confeflbr,  or  at  any 
other  time.  By  the  forms  of  this  charter,  the 
corporation  is  governed  at  this  time;  but  the 
charter  was  feized,  by  order  of  king  Charles  II. 
in  1685,  '^y  colonel  Strode,  and  has  never  been 
returned  fince. 

The  corporation  ftiould  confifl,  according  to  that 
•charter,  of  a  mayor,  twelve  jurats,  twenty-fix 
common-councilmen,  and  an  indefinite  number 
of  freemen ;  but,  as  the  patron  of  this,  as  well  as 
thofe  of  the  other  Cinque  Ports  and  boroughs, 

find 
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find  a  convenience  in  not  fupplying  the  vacancies 
as  corporators  fall  ofF». eight  are  deemed  fu(H- 
cient  to  exercife  the  fame  conftitutional powers  ia 
this  borough,  which  is  depofited  wfth  three  only  at 
WinchcMca,  and  with  fix  individuals  at  Rye. 

Sir  Edward  Deering  has,  by  9,  very  fimple 
method,  poflcfled  himfelf  of  an  influence  ir> 
this  port,  not  eafily  to  be  rendered  infecure; 
His  property  in  the  neighbourhood  is  tenanted 
out^  without  Uafe^  at  very  eafy  rents,  to  the  elec- 
tors ;  who,  feeling  that  gratitude,  which  never 
fails  to  infpire  thofe  immediately  interefted  iiv 
the  prefent  pofleflkm  pf  a  good  thing,  could 
not  be  fo  ungenerous  as  to  oppofe  the  inclination: 
of  a  paffive  landlord,  in  £0  trifiing  3l  concern  aft 
that  of  the  eledlion  of  a  member  of  parliament,. 

Ancient  State. 

New  Romney,  which  was  reckoned  the  laft  of 
the  Cinque  Ports,  and  was  firft  incorporated  by 
the  name  of  the  jurats  and  commonalty  of  that 
town,  was  in  a  flourilhing  condition  in  the  reign 
of  William  the  Conqueror;  having  then  twelve 
wards,  five  parifhes,  an  hofpital  for  the  fick,  and  a 
priory.      It  had  alfo  a  good  harbour   on  the 

C3  weft 


70  VtW  mOMNEY, 

weft  fide,  but  the  terrible  inundations  frorti  the 
fea  have  Ipoiled  the  haven. 

The  two  great  meetings  for  all  the  Cinque 
Ports  are  ftill  held  here ;  the  members  belonging 
to  which  are^  Old  Romney,  Bromehill,  Orlafton, 

and  Dungenefs. 

• 

Corporation. 
By  charter  of  queen  Eli^^abeth,  before  men- 
tioned, it  ought  to  be  governed  by  a  mayor, 
twelve  jurats,  and  twenty-fix  common-council- 
men  \ 

Right  of  Election. 
Is  in  the  mayor,  jurats,and  commonalty. 

Number  or  voters. 
EIGHT;  the  reft  of  the  freemen  being  disfran- 
chifed  by  Mr.  Crewe's  bill. 

Returnihg  officer. 
The  Mayor;  who  is  alternately,  Mr.  Coates  or 
Mr.  Walter,  Sir  Edward's  agents. 

Patron^ 
Sir  Edward  peering. 

^  See  the  Appendix  to  loth  voL  Sute  Trials^  in  whieh  are 
tn  triali  conauung  pnch  light  m  this  ^rponuioiu 

Sir 


Sir  Edward  Deering  having  been  engaged 

in  the  fitfhionable  purfuics  of  the  prefent  dzy,  has 

foond  it  expedient' to  accommodate  Sir  Elijah 

Impej,  and  Mr.  Sullivan,  both  gentlemen  of 

Indian  celebrity,  with  the  prefent  feats. 

• 
The  number  of  places  in  the  poffeflion  of  Sir 

Edward's  friends,  and  their  relatms,  renders  the 

return  of  trcafuxy  candidates  an  indiipenfibl6 

duty. 


€4  RYE. 
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RYE. 

r 

*  »  ■ 

Political  Character. 


X  HJS.  i»  <^€  of  thofc  plaqcs^  ufuaUy^.thoygh 
jbmewbftt  improperly^  caviled  ^a  Cinque  Port.  It 
viM  wiUii  the  i>«gW)paripg  town  of  Wipphelfe^, 
aifhexed  as  a  member  of  the  Cinque  Ports  geno-: 
rally^  (but  not  of  Mailings  in  particular,  as  is 
commonly,  but  erroneoufly,  fuppofcd)  before 
the  time  of  Henry  III ;  in  a  charter  of  which 
king,  thefe  two  places  are  denominated  noiiliora 
ffiemhra  ^inqiu  Portkum.  —  Thty  have  enjoyed, 
from  all  antiquity,  the  peculiar  appellation  of 
the  two  ancient  towns,  and  are  poiTeiled,  in 
every  rcfpcd,  of  equal  franchifes,  immunities, 
and  privileges,  with  the  original  Cinque  Ports. 

Ryb  was  burnt  by  the  French  in  the  time  of 
Richard  II.  and  again  in  the  26th  of  Henry  VI. 
in  one  of  which  fires  it  is  fuppofed,  that  the  old 
records  and  chanrers  of  this  town  perifhed,  zt 
none  older  than  the  27th  of  this  king,  except 
Ibn^c  £ragments,  are  at  this  day  to  be  found. 

Before 


BfiFOKc:  Mr*  CrcM'e's  bill,  this  place  was,  in 
the  ftriAcik  fenfe  of  the  appellation^  atreafur/ 
borough,  all  the  freemen,  with .  fcarcely  an 
exception;  being  pofieiled  of  places  in  fome  re- 
venue department.  Since  this  bill  has  pafTcd,  it 
has  become  abfolutely  neceflary  to  make  a  fmall 
addkioh  to  the  tifu^l  number  of  ireemen,'  in 
order  pka£  ((here  may  be  fome,  people  duly  qua* 
lified.  tp  go  through  the  formal  part  of  the  far c^  of 
an  eledipn  to  return  members  to  parliament :  all 
which.fiew-made  freemen,  who  arc^ not  often fibly 
holders,  of  a  place;  are  quartered  upon,  and, 
in  a  certain  dicgree,  divide  the  profits  with,  thofc 
who  are  in  poflieffion  of  the  more  lucrative 
pofta« 

■  •  ^ 

At  this  place  there  is  a  cuftom-houfe,  with  a 

very  large  <ftablii|imei>t ;  a  cuftom-houfe  boat, 

.as  it  is  callei^   whofe  crew  confifts  wholly  of 

Jandfxne^,  and  yho  ^e  of  courfe  all  freemen ; 

and  fevcn  riding  officers  in  the  fervice  of  the  cuC- 

toms ;  a  cutter  is  likewife  ftationed  here,  under 

..pretei^ce  of  cruifing  againft  the  fmugglers,  but 

Jft  truth^  by  way,  of  giving  additional  influence 

;  to  the  treafury  5  and  here  wc  myft  not  omit  to 

f^m^rh^  that  this  veflcl  is  adlually  employed, 

and 
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and  paid,  by  the  treafury,  and  is  immediately 
under  its  controul^  though  it  is  ufually  called  a 
cufiora-houfe  cutter ;  there  is  but  one  other 
veiTel  in  the  kingdom  thus  peculiarly  circum^ 
ftanced. 

This  cutter^  which  is  named  the  Stag,  is  coni* 
manded  by  captain  William  Haddock,  who 
.alone  has  freemen  quartered  on-  him  to  the 
amount  of  350  L  a  year.  However,  it  is  clear 
that  his  place  will  bear  this  incumbrance,  as  he 
is  rapidly  making  a  very  large  fortune.  This 
gentleman,  being  very  adlive  and  diligent  in  his 
profeiTional  purfuits,  as  a  revenue  officer,  the 
emolument  accming  to  this  velTel,  by  means  of 
its  captures  from  the  fmugglers,  and  of  its  pay 
from  the  treafury,  being  very  large,  ferves 
as  an  inexhauftible  fund  for  the  quartering 
thofe  freemen  upon,  who  either  have  no  places^ 
and  who  do  not  think  the  ordinary  profits  o{ 
them  fufficiently  ample. 

This  town,  being  fituated  at  a  confiderable 
diflancc  fit>m  the  fea,  could  not  have  any  parti« 
cular  occafion  for  fortifications;  however,  it 
has  been  thought  expedient,  of  late  years^  to  ered 

a  couple 
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a  couple  of  forts,  which  have,  of  courfc,  their 
proper  officers,  gunners,  and  afliftants;  here 
arifes  another  opportunity  for  government  in^*- 
fluence.  In  addition  to  the  above.  Rye  has  the 
ufual  exciie  and  pofl:  office  eftablifhments,  M'hich 
take  place  in  other  towns. 

We  muft  not  here  omit  to  make  mention  of 
the  new  harbour  of  Rye ;  for  the  making  of 
which,  an  aA  was  pailed  about  fifty  years  fince. 
The  only  real  objcd  of  which  ftatute,  was  the 
giving  additional  force  to  treaiury  patronage 
and  influence.  After  much  labour  and  expence, 
the  new  harbour  was  wholly  abandoned  in  the 
year  1788;  not withftanding  which  circumftance, 
the  enormous  tax  of  two-pence  per  ton,  on  all 
vellels  of  this  kingdom,  as  often  as  they  pafs  the 
ftreights  of  Dover,  is  ftill  continued.  The  mode 
in  which  the  produce  of  this  vaft  burthen  on  the 
commerce  of  the  nation  is  now  applied,  is  well 
worth  the  in veftigation  of  parliament :  certain  it  is, 
that  all  the  officers,  artiians,  and  workmen  (molt 
of  whom  are  freemen),  ftill  continue  to  enjoy 
their  peniions  and  falaries,  though  their  places 
are  now  become,  in  the  ftrifteft  fenfe  of  the 
woxdj  iinecurcs. 

fat 
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The  conduct  and  managemetic  of  thij  enor« 
mous  .  mafs  of  influence,  is  yeftcd  in  Mr, 
ThonoAs  Lamb^  who  has  been^^  for  a'  long  time 
paft>  agent; and  firft  officer  of  the  treafury  in  this 
borough;  to  which  poll  he  fucceedad  ^bout  forty 
years  ago,  on  the  deatb  of  his  father ;  and,  a^ 
he  has  conftantly  fided  with  the  firft  lord  of  the 
treafury  for  the  time  being,  he  has  been  con* 
tinued.in  quiet  and  undifturbed  po0ii7iQQ  of  it 
ever  fince.  Indeed^.updn  the  firft  pafling  of  Mr. 
Crewe's  bill>  he,  for  a  fhort  time^  made  an  at*. 
tempt  at  fetting  up  a  private  intereft  of  hia 
own,  independent  of  the  treafury.;  in  confequence 
of  which  he  adually  returned  ■  Dickeofon^ 
£fq«  to  parliament  (a  gentleman  in  the  intereft 
of  lord  North)  with  the  government  candidate. 
However^  he  was  quickly  given  to  underftand^ 
that  the  treafury  were  determined  to  have  htb 
the  members  of  its  own  nomination,  and  that 
lofs  of  places,  &c.  would  be  the  immediate  and 
certain  confequence  of  difobedience.  In  a  very 
fhort  time  after,  he  returned  to  his  duty  and 
allegiance,  having  previoufly  ftipulatcd,  that  in 
fiiture  he  would  return  treafury  nominees  only ; 
but,  that  they  ftiould  make  him  fome  fmall 
douceur  or  compliment  5  far  ftiort,  hpwrver,.  of 

the 


the  market  price  of  a  featy  the  bulk  of/w)>ich 
is  appropriated  to  the  commander  in  chief*;  th^ 
portion  fet  apart  for  the  fubaltems  and  'under<i» 
(Irappers  of  the  corporation  being  but  trifling 
and  inconfiderable. 

Ancient  Representation. 
I N  confeqiience  of  the  Daughter  which  ^ook 
place  at  the  battle  of  Evelham,  in  the  time  of 
Henry  III.  this  place,  for  that  time,  returned 

« >  •   •  • 

four  members  to  parliament,  as  did  the  reft  of 
the  Cinque  Ports.  It  is  probable  that  the  CinqUe 
Ports  were  reprefented  in  the  national  council 
before  that  period.  £ver  iince  42  Edward  III. 
this  place  has  conftantly  returned  two  members 
to  parliament  without  any  intdrmilfion.    ' 

Ancient  State. 

Rye  enjoys  the  fame  privilege  with  the  other 

Cinque  Ports ;  it  had  formerly  one  of  the  beft 

harbours  between  Portfmouth  and  Dover;  but  it 

was  for  a  confiderable  time  fo  choaked  up  with 

fand^ 

i 

» 

*  Tills  was  never  done  till  Mr.  Crewe's  bill  had  fomewhat 
leflened  the  treafury  int^eft ;  that  the  candidates  before  merely 
paid  the  expences  of  the  elc^on,  which  were  about  1 50I.  The 
prefent  members  are,  Mr.  Long,  fecretary  of  the  treaf«ry» 
and.  Mr.  J^nkinfon*  Ton  of  a  former  fecretary  of  the  treafaiy. 
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fand^  that  the  fmalleft  veflel  could  fcarce  en- 
ter it ;  and  a  great  part  of  the  harbour^  gained 
from  the  fea^  was  turned  into  arable  land.  Sc-« 
veral  zSts  of  parliament  have  been  paflcd  under 
the  idea  of  rendering  this  harbour  more  com-- 
modious ;  but,  in  reality,  for  no  other  purpofe 
than  that  of  ftrengthening  the  hands  of  govern* 
ment;  upwards  of  ioo,oooU  having  been  ex- 
pended on  it,  without  making  any  addition  to- 
the  public  convenience.  It  is  now  entirely  abaa. 
donedj  though  the  toll  of  two-pence  a  ton  on 
all  Ihipping  ftill  continues  to  be  levied. 

Ry£  was  anciently  fo  confiderable  a  port,  that 
it  furnilhed  the  fleet  of  Edward  III.  with  nine 
fiiips  and  one  hundred  and  fifty-fix  men. 

Corporation. 
Ought  to  confift  of  a  mayor  and  twelve  ju- 
rats; at  prefent  there  are  only  a  mayor  and 
four  jurats.    The  office  of  mayor  is  conftantly 
filled  up  by  the  Lambs,  father  and  fon. 

Right  of  Election. 
1702,  9  Dec.     Is  only  in  the  mayor,  jurats, 
and  freemen,  inhabiting  in  the  port  of  Rye,  and 
paying  fcot  and  lot. 

4  1710^ 


1710,  17  Feb.  Thomas  Hills,  W.  W,  T.  B. 
and  J.  Y.  having  been  propofed  to  be  made 
free,  and  reje6led  at  a  court  of  aflemfoly,  and 
afterwards  made  fre^  in  the  fame  mayoralty,  are 
not  legal  freemen  of  the  port  of  Rye. 

It  is  not  ncceflary  that  the  freemen  of  the  Port 
of  Rye  ihould  qualify  themfelves  according  to  the 
corporation  a£l,  before  they  be  allowed  to  vote 
ki  the  aflembly  court  of  the  faid  port. 

It  appears  from  the  old  cuftumal  of  Rye,  ftill 
im  exiftence,  that  the  right  of  voting  formerly  be- 
longed, of  courfe,  to  every  perfon  poflefled  of  a 
freehold  within  the  corporation,  and  to  every  fon 
of  a  freeman;  there  was,  befides,  a  third  way  of 
obtaining  the  freedom  of  this  town,  viz.  by  re- 
demption. But,  by  the  contrivance  and  ma- 
noeuvres of  the  agents  of  the  treafury,  this  confti* 
tution  has  of  late  years  been  wholly  changed*  By 
a  determination  of  the  houf(^of  Qommons  in  1 70^2, 
(which  is  the  laft  we  find  upon  the  fubjed)» 
h  appears,  that  the  right  of  eledion  for  barons 
to  ferve  in  parliament  for  this  port,  is  in  the 
jnayor,  jurats,  9Skd  freemen^  inhabiting  in  the 

&id 


iaid  port>  and  paying  fcot  and. tot.  *But.}iere 
»  great  and  important  queftion  fuggqfts  itfelf ; 
Who  are  the  people  that  are  entitled  ta  their' 
freedom  ?  As  to  this  point  there  has  been  no 
determination. — If  this  fliould  ever  be .  put 
fairly  in  iflue^  the  probable  refult  would  be,  that 
the  right  is,  at  this  day^  as  let  fprth  in.  the  old 
cuftumaU  notwithftanding  thi?  ufuxpat^on  and 
innovations  of  modern  days.  At  this  time,  the 
pradice  is,  to  admit  freemen  upon  tl;ie  following 
grounds  only;  viz.  eldeft  fons  of  freemen,  at  the 
age  of  twenty-one  are  allow^ed  to  have  a  right;  the  ' 
mayor  has  a  right  to  name  one  on  coming  into 
office  I  the  others  are  to  be  propofed  by  him, 
in  the  aflembly,  and  approved  by  the  majority 
of  freemen  prefent.  From  the  account  given 
by  Carew,  of  fome  conteftcd  cleftion  at  this  place, 
it  appears,  that  the  number  pf  freemen  was,  till 
very  lately,  about  50  5  but  at  prefent  it  is'found 
expedient  to  keep  the  number  much  lover,  in 
order  that  the  claimants  to  a  portion  of  the  good 
things  produced  by  an  eledioil,  may  be  as  few  as 
decency  will  admit.  Should  the  eldeft  fon  of  a 
freeman  have  the  prefumption  to  demand  his 
birth-right  of  the  corporation,  if  he  be  a  poor 
man,  it  is  refufed  him;  if  he  chance  to  be  in  a 
6  fuperior 
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fiiperior  fituation^  he  is  perfuaded^  if  poffible^  to 
be  made  the  mayor's  freeman  the  year  enfuing; 
the  objed  of  which  manoeuvre  is,  to  erafe,  if 
pofEble,  all  traces  of  a  right  to  freedom  by  birth. 
If  the  fon  of  a  fi*eeman  chance  at  any  time,  ei« 
ther  before  or  after  his  father's  admiffion^  to 
have  a  brother  born  before  him,  and  by  whofe 
death  he  becomes  the  eldeft,  his  right  is  (ridicu- 
loufly  enough)  utterly  denied;  becaufe, forfooth. 
he  is  not  the  firfi  horn  fon,  which  the  wifeacres 
of  this  corporation  infift  is  the  meaning  of  thp^ 
ddeft  fon. 

It  13  very  unufual  to  make  more  than  the 
mayor's  annual  freeman  in  the  cpurfe  of  a  year^ 
who  is,  invariably,  a  perfon  advanced  in  years, 
an  old  batchelor,  or  a  man  not  likely  to  have 
progeny ;  by  which  means,  the  future  claims  of 
an  eldeft  fon^  who  perchance  might  not  be  fo 
well  difpofed  to  fubmit  to  the  dodrines  of  paf- 
five  obedience  as  the  father,  are  efFedually 
guarded  againft. 

Poverty  is  another  eflential  qualification  to 
the  office  of  baron  of  this  port.  A  perfon  in  an 
independent  fituation  of  life,  might,  by  poffibi- 

Vol.  HL  f  lity, 
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Key,  objeSl  to  Tome  things  which  are  expected  at 
the  hands  of  a  freeman  -,  but  the  danger  of  be— 
ing  turned  out  of  place,  or  of  being  called  upon 
to  pay  the  money  due  from  him  on  bond,  coiA- 
pel  an  indigent  man  to  the  moft  implicit  obedi-i 
cncc. 

•  It  is  a  very  common  cuftom  in  this,  as  well  a* 
the  other  ports,  to  lend  fmall  fiims  upon  bond^ 
i^hich  are  never  put  in  force,  unlefs  fymptoms  bf'- 
^fobedience  appear  in  the  obligor ;  in  which 
cafe,  the  penalty  of  the  obligation  is  rigoroufly^ 
demanded;  when,  if  the  debt  be  not  immedi- 
ately  diTcharged,  imprifohment  is  the  certain 
oonfeqUehce. 

Number  of  voters,  SIX  ;  all  made  free  fincc 
Mr.  Crewe's  bill ;  the  reft  of  the  jurats  and  free-, 
men  are  all  difqualified  by  that  bill. 

Thb^  prefent  ftate  of  the  eledlor^  of  Rye,  is 
as  follows :  viz. 

w> 

JURATS, 

■  •  a. 

Mr.  Thomas  Lambe,  a  tally-cutter  in  the 
eicchequer,  a  place  of  400 1.  a  year,  and  curfi* 
tor  of  Hampfliire. 
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'  'Mr.  THbSfAS  Lambe,  jun.  his  fon,  curfitor  of 
Kent,  and  late  a  king's  waiter  of  the  cuftoms  at 
this  place^  v^^lu^h  he  has  given  to  his  fon,  a  minor. 

Mr.  J.  Lambe,  colIe£tor  of  the  cuftoms: 

Mr.  T.  Pk^cTOR,  brother  of  the  above,  farms 
|he  eftate  of  tbecorporation  at  a  very  low  tent. 

•Mr.  T.  Priossiter,  a  riding  officer. 

,      ,   .       F    R    E    E    M    E    N. 


J.  Swahn/ 
William  Pilcher^ 
Cook, 


s    Riding  Offices. 


John  Small, 

James  Chriftmas, 

Robert  Butler^  comptroller  of  cuftoms* 

William  Millar,  poft-^mafter,  &c. 

— —  Allen,  mate  of  the  cuftom-^houfe  cutter  J 

Wm.  Millar,  jun. 

J.  AUene^ 

T.  Proffitei';  juB. 

S.  Barrey, 

B.  Bowrne, 

Wm.  Trimar, 


Officers  and  creW 
of  the  cuftoih^A 
houfe  boat,  but 
all  landmen* 


X,  Hogbean,  furveyor  of  cuftoms. 


Mr; 
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Mr.  C.  Lambe>  a  fuperannaated  captain  of  a 
cuftom-houfe  cutter, 

N*  Pollard^  chamberlain  Sec.  to  the  corpora^ 
tion.,   . 

L.  Maryan^  place  in  the  ftamp-office. 

Tofeph  Giles^  -|       Latdy  made  fteemcn  a 

^  j  as  yet  they  have  no 

John  EUiat,  I  oftenfible     places* 

but  are  all  quartered 
on  fomeof  theafoie- 
mentioned  place* 
men^ 


John  Bennett, 
James  Buckhurft, 


Returning  officer. 
The  Mayor. 

Patron. 
The  Treafury. 

We  think  it  proper  here  to  obferve  that  what  we  have  iaid 
concerning  the  minifterial  agent  in  this  borough,  relates  (blel^ 
to  his  condaft  in  that  capacity ;  being  convinced,  from  good 
authority,  that  in  private  life,  this  gentleman's  department  has 
been  at  all  times  truly  reipefbble  and  honourable*  and  wholly 
different  from  that  which  ufually  refults  from  being  hackneyed 
in  ifae  ways  and  tricks  of  corruption.  As  a  magillrate,  both 
of  the  town  and  of  the  two  counties  of  Kent  and  Suflex,  hi» 
conduct  has  always  been  clear,  even  of  the  fufpicion  of  impro* 
priety.  Both  the  freemen  and  the  inhabitants  (which  is  noc 
a  little  remarkable)  are  contented  and  fadsfied  with  the  mild 
fway  of  their  boxough  monarch. 

WIN- 
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WINCHELSEA  *. 

Political  Character. 

W^ERE  wc  to  fet  forth  at  length,  all  the  iur 
ftances  of  corruption,  venality,  and  profligacy^ 
that  have  Come  to  pur  knowledge  in  having  traced 
the  eleftionhillory  of  this  borough,  it  would  much 
exceed  the  fpace  we  can  allot  to  the  account  of 
any  individual  place,  in  this  work.  Some  of  the 
moft  remarkable,  ho  wever,  we  fhall  point  out,  and 
recite  as  much  at  length  as  our  room  will  admit 
of.  I  n  the  year  1 62  3,  Paul  Wy mond,  the  mayor, 
having  been  conviQed  of  threatening  and  ter- 
rifying fome  of  the  voters,  and  of  unlawfully  ex- 
cluding others  from  giving  their  votes,  and  of 
other  corrupt  and  indifcreet  practices,  was.placed 
on  his  knees  at  the  bar  of  the  houfe  of  commons 
as  a  delinquent,  and  was  there  feverely  repri- 
manded, and  fentenced  to  be  committed  to  pii. 
fon,  under  the  cuftody  of  the  ferjeant  at  arms, 

*  If  the  reader  wifhet  to  enter  more  particularly  into  the 
particular  rottennefs  of  this  borough,  we  refer  him  to  Glan- 
ville's  ElefUon  Reports,  Carew,  and  Burrow's  Reports,  yoL  U* 
an4  Term  {Reports,  vol.  I* 
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for  a  certsun  tirne^  and  afterwards,  to  make  Tub-- 
miflion  on  his  knees,  at  the  bar  of  the  houfe  of 
commons,  and  again  at  Wtnchelfea,  in  court, 
before  the  jurats  and  freemen. 

In  the  year  1702,  Mr.  Bd wards,  die  ihayor,  for 
the  fame  improper  condudl  as  his  predeccflbr, 
Paul  Wymond,  was  taken  into  cuftody ;  was  re« 
primanded  by  the  fpeaker  in  the  fame  difgrace-^ 
ful  manner;  and,  in  confequence  of  a  refolucian 
of  the  houle  of  commons,  was  turned  out  of  all 
his  places  in  the  cuftoms,  notwithftanding  every 
effort  was  made  by  the  treafury  bench,  whofe  tool 
wd  creature  he  was,  to  prote6k  him  from  the 
vengeance  of  the  legiflature. 

t 

m 

In  the  year  1 702,  two  petitions  were  prelented 
againft  undue  returns,  on  the  ground  of  bribery* 
In  1711,  it  appeared  in  evidence,  to  a  commit* 
tee  of  the  houfe  of  commons,  that  Sir  Francis 
Dafhwood  had  paid  30I.  to  each  of  thofe  who 
voted  for  him,  beiides  giving  a  douceur  to  all  the 
wives  and  daughters  of  freemen. 

» 

WiNCHELSEA  may  be  confidered  as  having 
been  wholly  a  treafury  borough,  till  the  year  i754» 

when 


when  the  fate  Arnold  Nclbitt,  Efq.  an  Irifti  gen^ 
tleman^  and  till  then  entirely  unknown  in  this 
placTe^  was  returned  by  the  then  miniftcr,  thd 
duke  of  Newcaftle.  Mr.  Ncfbitt  began .  imme^ 
diately  to  make  purchafes  to  a  confiderable 
amount  of  eftate^  within  the  town^  and  in  the 
neighbourhood,  with  a  view  of  fecurihg  to  him^ 
fcif  thereby  a  controul  over  the  borough  in  fu- 
ture. In  this  proje£t  he  fucceeded  fo  far,  as  to 
eftablifh  fully  the  command  over  one  of  the  feats, 
and;  occafionally,  when  he  chanced  to  be  Well 
with  the  treafury,  over  boib. 

About  the  year  1762,  Mn  Nefbitt,  being  at 

that  time  in  oppofition,  a  violent  attack  was  made 

by  government  on  this  borough,  under  the  aufpi- 

CCS  of  the  late  earl  of  Egremont,  who  had  a  large 

cflate  in  the  neighbourhood,  in  order  to  bring  it 

back  to  its  former  allegiance  to  the  treafury.— 

This  conteft  gave  birth  to  the  famous  Winchelfea 

caufes,  fet  forth  at  length  in  the  fccond  volume 

of  Burrow's  Reports.     The  Nefbitt  intcreft  was, 

upon  the  whole,  fuccefsful  upon  this  occafion. 

The  treafury  have  fince  made  fome  other  rude 

attacks  on  the  Nclbitt  intereft,  in  which  thejr 

have  at  times  fo  far  fucceeded,  as  to  return  one 

member. 

f  4  I» 
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In  the  courfe  of  thcfe  conflids,  "n^hich  were  of 
long  continuance,  and  of  courfe  very  expenfive^ 
the  death  of  the  earl  of  Egremont  took  place^ 
and,  in  confequencc,  a  temporary  deficiency  of 
cafli;  Mr.  Wardroper,  the  treafury  agent,  who 
ivas  then  in  the  office  of  town-clerk,  having  oc- 
cafion  for  larger  fums  of  money  to  carry  on  the 
battle,  than  it  wa^  convenient  for  government  to 
fupply  him  with,  adually  pawned  the  charters, 
,cuilumal,  and  all  the  records  of  the  corporation, 
with  a  Mr.  Wilfon,  an  underfl^rapper  to  the  mU 
nifter ;  at  a  convenient  feafon,  the  pledge  was  re- 
deemed by  the  treafury,  where  it  was,  till  very 
latcly>  in  fafe  keeping. 

*  Since  the  late  transfer  of  the  borough,  it  ispm* 
bable  that  the  purchafers,  who  are  entirely  at  tht 
devotion  of  the  miniftry,  may  have  poffeiTed 
themfelves  of  the  inftrument  and  documents 
above-mentioned,  as  they,  eventually,  may  be  of 
great  confequencc;  though,  upon  the  whole, 
if  this  be  the  cafe,  it  is  highly  probable,  that 
the  fate  of  the  cuftumal  of  Haftings,  (annihila- 
tion by  fire)  will  await  the  charters  and  records 
pf  Winchelfea.  We  pledge  ourfclves  for  the  au- 
thenticity of  this  anecdote. 

Tke 
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»  • 

The  late  Arnold  Ndbitt  having  died  indebted 
to  the  crown,  to  theamout  of  nearly  1 00,000 1. 
and  otherwifc  much  embarraflcd  in  his  circum- 
fiances  (to  which  his  expences,  at  this  place,  not 
a  little  contributdd,  as  he  had  the  charader  of 
being  a  liberal  pay-mafier  to  his  virtuous  c6n(li-> 
tuents),  a  decree  for  the  fale  of  all  his  property 
was  made  by  the  court  of  chancery  for  the  bene^ 
fit  of  his  creditors.  Mr.  J.  Nefbitt,  the  prefent 
member  for  Gatton,  (confcious  that  his  confe- 
quence  in  this  place  wholly  depended  on  the  cftatc, 
which  the  world  had  hitherto  fuppofed  to  have 
defcoided  to  him  from  his  uncle,  free  from  any 
incumbrance  whatever)  a  very  (hort  time  before 
the  promulgation  of  this  fatal  decree  in  chancery, 
entered  into  treaty  with  the  earl  of  Darling- 
ton, and  with  Mr.  Barwdl,  the  nabob,  and 
owner  of  Tregony,  for  the  fale  of  this  borough. 
At  firft,  a  much  larger  price  was  required  of  them 
than  they  were  willing  to  give.  After  many  dif- 
ficulties about  the  mode  of  payment  and  transfer, 
as  with  Mr.  Nelbitt  time  was  preffing,  a  bargain 
was  ftruck,  and  the  price  agreed  for  15,000!. 
which,  confidering  the  prefent  market  price,  may^ 
upon  the  whole,  be  conlidered  as  a  cheap  pur- 
chafe,  efpecially  as  immediate  poiTeflion  was 

given. 
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given.  Taking  5,006 1.  to  be  the  market  price  at 
^he  laft  general  ele6Uon»  the  fee  of  the  future 
good-will  of  the  borough  ftands  the  purchafers 
in  but  2500 1.  a  piece. 

Wheri  the  right  of  voting  in  a  borough  dc-^ 
pends  upon  property,  as  in  a  fcot  and  lot,  or  bur-» 
gage-hold  borough,  it  is  eafy  to  conceive,  that 
the  feats  in  parliament  may  be  merchantable  com- 
modities ;  but,  as  the  cieQive  franchife  in  this 
place  is  not  connected  with  property,  but  de- 
pends upon  freedom,  it  is  probable,  that  in  the 
iale  above  alluded  to,  the  voters  themfelves,  like 
fo  many  beafts  in  a  penn  at  Smithfield,  were  bar- 
|:ered  in  the  transfer. 

But  what  is  not  a  little  curious ;  it  is  certain 
that  the  bargain  was  made,  and  terms  fully  fet^ 
tied  and  agreed  upon  between  the  parties,  witht- 
out  the  confent,  knowledge,  or  privity  of  any 
one  of  the  voters.  They,  however,  concluded, 
that  their  cuftomary  fee  of  100 1.  per  man^ 
would  be  paid  to  the  eleftors,  by  either  their  pre- 
lent  or  former  owners ;  in  truth,  this  point  had 
not  been  properly  adjuftcd  between  them,  and  the 
freemen  of  Winchelfea  were  referred  from  one 
6  party 
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par^  to  the  other,  for  upwafds  of  two  pdirs, 
without  being  fati^fied  in  their  demands;  at 
length  they  began  to  Ihew  fome  ferious  figns  of 
difcontent^  and  even  of  revolt ;  infomuch,  that 
thbir  prefent  owh^ns  thought  it  prudent  tooonrply 
with  their  requefts,  and  let  them  hare  the  long 
delayed  douceur,  whi(;:h  they  received  at  Eafter 
laft.  

At  the  time  of  the  fale  of  the  borough  oJF 
Winchelfea,  the  ftate  of  the  corporation  was  as 
follows :  ^ 

JURATS. 

Mr.  Thomas  Martin,  commander  in  chief. 
Richard  Lamb,  his  nephew;  a  riding  officer. 
Mr.  Stage,  a  riding  officer,  and  has  a  farm 
of  late  Nelbitt's,  now  Barwell's. 

FREEMEN. 

Benjamin  Tree,  mace-bearer  and  chamber- 
lain  to  the  corporation«- 

»>        Stephens,  furveyor  of  cuftoms. 

i ^  Martin,  jun.  fon  to  the  commander. 

— —  Butler,  comptroller  of  cuftoms ;  he, 
having  been  in  oppofition  to  Mr.  Nefbitt,  did 
not  conftitute  a  part  of  the  fale. 

V  SiNCI 


.    Since  the  fale^  the  following  additions  have 
been  made  to  the  corporation  : 

JURATS* 

Captain  Coffin,  brother-in-law  to  Barwell* 

■II  SC  HOLEY* 

Lord  Bernard  (fon  of  lord  Darlington)  an4 
Mr.  Barwell,  the  members, 

Mr.  Douce,  partner  with  Mr.  Loyd,  the  at« 
tomey  who  managed  the  fale. 

— —  Paddy,  an  American  refugee,  living  at 
Windfor. 

Perry  Coffin,  brother  to  Mrs.  BarwelL 

A  SHORT  time  previous  to  the  fale,  Mr.  Nef* 
bitt  made  a  leafe  of  all  his  property  in  this  town, 
confiding  of  about  50  houfes  and  tenements,  to 
the  prefent  members;  which,  as  it  was  with- 
put  the  confent  of  the  mortgagees,  and  other 
claimants  on  the  eftate,  cannot  be  of  any  vali* 
dity.  As  it  is  neceflary  that  every  voter  ihould 
be  rated,  to  get  poflTefllion  of  thefe  houfes,  either 
by  leafe  or  purcbafe,  was  of  great  confequence. 
At  the  fale  before  the  matter  in,  chancery,  this 
town  lot  was  knocked  down  to  Mr.  Coffin,  as 

agcn^ 
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agent  to  Barvell^  for  laooU  a  Mr.  Hull  opened 
the  biddings  for  the  benefit  of  creditors,  who 
was  the  beft  bidder  at  ^ooo\.  Mr.  Barwdl,  fipd- 
ing  that  the  fate  of  his  borough,  very  much  more 
than  he  imagined,  depended  on  fecuring  this 
lot,  made  application  to  the  chancellor  for  it 
third  fale,  which  requeft  (ftrange  to  relate)  wa$ 
complied  with  ;  but  had  not  this  nabob  been  in 
the .  treafury  iiitereft^  it  is  more  than  probable  it 
would  have  been  refufed. 

As  this  third  falc  has  not  yet  taken  place,  we 
can  fay  nothing  further  as  to  who  is  to  be  the 
Dwner  of  this  lot — much  certainly  depends  there-i| 
on. 

Ancient  State. 
Winch ELSEA,  which  is  a  Saxon  name,  figni« 
fying  a  place  fituated  in  an  angle  almoft  fur- 
rounded  by  the  fea,  was  built  in  the  reign  of 
Edward  L  after  an  ancient  town  of  the  fame 
name  was  fwallowed  up  by  the  fea,  in  confe- 
quence  of  a  dreadful  florm.  It  was  originally 
cncompaiTed  with  a  rampart,  arid  afterwards 
with  a  (Irong  wall,  and  was  a  place  of  fuch 
confequence,    that    it   Airaiflicd    the   fleet   of 

Edward 


^Edwzrd  IIL  with  tweftty^one  fhipsv  and  five 
^hundred  artd  nmety-fij^  feanien.  Hcniy  Vll!l. 
4yt\t3  pnxt&i(m,  built  Cumber  caftle^  s^  t&e  cjt- 
^lyge  6f  23;oooL  k  Vfcry  cbnfidcrable  fom  in 
^hdfe  tfays^  •  This  town  no  fooiler  began  to 
41<3ia<^{h»  tha^  it  was  ravaged  by  the  French  dncl 
Spknfiaf  djs ;  ^nd  at  length,  thc^  retreat  oi^tlkoiieti 
tMkfcd  it  to  fall  to  deeay ;  Winchelfea  iendi  iWo 
members^  .to  parliament,  and,  together  wkk 
.  Nottingham,  gives  the  title  of  e»i  to  the  f^l]r 
of  Finch. 
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Corporation^ 

When  complete,  confifls  of  a  mayor  and 
twelve  jurats;  this  body  feldom,  in  fad,  cxceecb 
four  or  five. 

'  Right  OF  Election, 

1711,  II  Feb.  The  freemen  of  the  port  of 
Winchelfea  are  not  obliged  to  qualify  themfclve*, 
by  receiving  the  facrament,  according  to  the 
corporation  ad. 

According  to  the  old  cuftumal,  and  the  true 
conftitution  of  the  place,  every  fon  of  a  freeman, 
and  every  freeholder,  were  entitled  to  thek  free- 
dom js 
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dom;  but»  according  tp  the  modern  conftitution^ 
the  relations  and  nominees  of  Mr.  Barwell ;  as 
lord  Darlington,  at  Eafter  laft,  fufFered  BarWell 
to  appoint  his  own  dependants^  merely,  it  is 
fuppofed,  that  he  has  difpofed  of  his  Ihare  in 
the  borough  to  the  nabob. 

NaMBER  OF  VOTERS, 

THREE. 

Mr.  Martin  is  allowed  two  hundred  pounds 
a  year  for  the  management  of  the  borough,  and 
for  keeping  the  voters  in  good  order,  who  re« 
ceive  one  hundred  pounds  a  man  at  each  elec-« 
tion. 

It  is  fuppofed,  that  the  only  good  voters  in 
this  place  are  the  elder  Martin  and  Tree;  as 
young  Martin  lives  in  London,  and  the  reft  are 
placemen. 

The  newly  made  junto  arc  only  fiditioufly 
rated ;  do  not  refide,  and,  on  account  of  divers 
informalities  in  their  appointment  to  their  free« 
doms,  it  is  prefumed  they  might  be  disfran^ 
chifed  with  great  eafe. 
•  Return* 
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R£TURNlKO  Officer, 


The  Mayor. 

The  fee  of  the  mayor  at  an  eIe(5Hon  is  200L 

Patrons- 

Mr.  BARWEtL  and  the  earl  of  Darlington;  both 
in  the  intereft  of  the  treafury ;  wherefore  the 
patronage  of  government  is  in  their  hands  as  to 
this  borough. 


SK\FORD, 


t  ^t  ) 
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XhE  iaflaence  of  this  Bbrough^  or  I^ort,  has 
beeaexerdified  for  near  two  centuries  bjr  the  &« 
tolly  of  the  kie  Sir  William  Thomas,  of  Weft 
Dean,  near  this  places  whofe  title  became  extindt 
Sar  irant  o£  male  heirs ;  but  his  e Aate^  together 
wish  the  patDohage  of  the  borough,  defcended  to 
ibe  late  Mn  Harifen.  of  9atton««place,  and  fron^ 
him  to  the  pi?cient  Lancelot  Harifon.  Efq* 

THXsgfm^eo^^n^.at  the  age  of  fourteen,  wat 
jput  infio  pofleffion  of  the  lucrativq  finecure  of 
coinpOr^Uer  of  doth  and  petty  cultoms  in-  thq 
forf  of  I/Hidaiis  which  produces  him  a  net  liu 
Ury  of  200 1.  per  annum  i  to  this  place  was 
afterwards  added  that  of  fupervifor  of  the  riding 
officers,  worth  150 1,  per  annum,  and  captain  of 
the  cuftom^houfe  boat,  with  an  income  of  120L 
p«  tnmiiQ.  more  i  all  thofe  places  Mr.  Haiifon 
190$  allowed  to  hold  as  finecures^  Not  having 
«yer  been  tt  fea.  an  addition^  60I.  per  annum 
waa  allowed  for  a  deputy  captain,  ar  duef^mate 
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of  the  boat ;  and  as  the  only  duty  of  the  tidxilg 
officers,  in  this  diflrid:,  was  to  fupport  the  in-* 
tereft  of  the  patron  ac  ap  eledion,  the  fupervi«« 
fing  of  them  did  not  require  any  great  vigilance^r 

From  the  year  1747  to  the  prefent  time,  the 
right  of  eledion  has  been  the  fubjedl  of  cood- 
nual  litigation.  In  1670  the  houfe  determined 
it  to  be  in  the  populacy,  and  in  1761  the  word 
pofHilacy  was  explained  to  mean  inhabitants 
houfekeepers  paying,  &ot  and  lot.  The  ule 
made  of  this  explanation^  was  to  rate  fudi  of 
the  houfekeepers  only,  as  were  revenue  officers  or 
dependants  on  (he  will  of  the  patron ;  the  num- 
ber of  rateable  houfes  within  the  bordugh  was 
one  hundred  and  thirty*two,  though  not  more 
than  twenty-four  had  ever  been  known  to  have 
1>een  taxed,  previous  to  Mr.  Flood's  fuccefiful 
oppolition  in  1786  s  out  of  this  nnmbcr/eventetfi 
were  revenue  officers,  when  Mr.  Crewe's  dis- 
qualifying bill  was  pafled  in  1782!. 

Tfl£  firfl:  petition  which  is  deferving  of  the 
attention  of  our  readers,  was  occafioned  by  the 
interference  of  the  late  duke  of  Newcaftle,  at 
the  ele&ion  in  1747,  when  the  late  Right  Hon. 

William 
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Witlkm  Pitt,  afterwards  carl  of  Chathahl  dhd 
iViIliam  Hay,  £fq.  were  candidates  on  the  mi- 
Aifterial  intefefl  of  that  day,  and  the  carl  of 
Middlefex,  uncle  to  the  pirefent  duke  of  Dorfet, 
and  the  Hon.  W.  H.  Gage,  afterwards  lord  vif- 
count  Oage,  bppdfed  them  on  the  oppofition,  ot 
what  was  then  termed  the  prince  of  Walcs*s  in- 
tereft.  The  petition  fet  forth,  that  at  the  la(t 
eledHon  of  barons  to  ferve  in  this  prefent  parlia- 
ment  for  the  town  and  port  of  Seaford,  in  the 
county  of  Suflex,  the  petitioners,  together  with 
the  right  hon.  William  Pitt,  Efq.  and  William 
Hay,  Elq.  were  candidates^  That  on  the  day 
before  the  faid  eledion,  a  noble  peer  of  this 
realm  did  invite  to,  and  entertain  at  his  houie 
moft  of  the  voters  of  the  faid  town  and  port  $ 
luid  in  the  room  where  thev  were  afiembled, 
fpoke  to  them  one  by  one,  and  did  folicit  and 
influence  them,  with  refpeft  to  giving  their  votes 
at  the  (aid  ele&ion ;  by  means  whereof  feveral 
perfons  who  had  promifed  to  vote,  and  would 
have  voted  for  the  petitioners,  were  prevailed 
upon  by  the  £iid  noble  peer  to  vote  for  the  (aid 
Mr.  Pitt,  and  Mr.  Hay.  Which  proceeding  the 
p^titimers  conceive  is  an  high  infringement  of 
(he  liberties  and  privileges  of  the  commons  of 
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Qrcat  Britain.  -That  on  ^  d^  of  i^Iedioa^  ill 
ordei:  to  awe  and  iafli^eDce  the  voters  ii\  favouf 
of  the  Gxtipg  membcn^  and  detei;  then[i  &apk 
voting  ibr  the  p^ipners,  the  fai4  noble  peer 
came  into  th^  cojiut»  acconppfuiied  by  other,  p^a 
of  the  realm ;  ajid  bjcing  feated.  i^r  to  the  re^ 
turning  officer,  did  contifife  theife  until  the  poll 
ynzs  .  clofed ;    QOtwith^anflicig  the  prcfence  of 
him,  and  the  faid  ot;h^£  pef  rs  m^s,  objected  to  by 
one  of  the  peticiqn^Ji^  ajn4  the  returning  officer 
applied  to  by  liim  not  t^  take  the  poll  y^hile  ,th9 
peers,  reqciaincd  profqiit  ^n  %\k  fourt.    I9  all 
which  thiB  i^id  pqtiti^Hi^a  thought  ihemftlyes.fii]Jx 
juflified,  as  they  ^pp/rehended  their  prcfence  ob« 
flruAed  the  fre^do^ii  of  th^  elciflipii^  wd  ftam 
the  fcycral  declared  rcfi?|u)tiow.  of,  ibfi  hpuift^f 
conjimons^  was  a  ^iolftiion  Of  the  rights  aod  pri- 
-vileges,  of  the  conin}om  of  Gjresn  Britain;  a)D4 
that  by  thefe  apd  Qthfix.  iliegal  pra^ices,  the  pcti* 
tioners  k>l]t  a  great  number  o£  votes,  which 
"would  otherwife  l^ye  been  given  for  the  peti- 
tioners ;  aad^  therefore  piEaying  the  houfe  to^ake 
the  pn^mifes  into,  conisderation,  and  to  grant  the 
petitioners  fuch.  relief  as.  to  the  houfe  (hall  feem 
meet.    The   houfe   moved.    That   the  refolu- 
tion  of  the  J  6th  day.  of  this  inftaat  November, 
S  '  ,       That 


That  khkA  high  Infringenient  of  tht  1if]teities 
sind  privileges  of  the  commons  of  Great  Britain, 
for  any  l6rd  of  parliartient^  Or  any  lord  lieutenant 
of  any  county,  to  conctrA  themftlves  in  efe^tibn 
of  nncmbers  to  fcrvc  for  the  coftimont  in  parlia* 
ih^nt,  might  be  read.  And  the  fame  was  read 
accordingly.  A  mbtion  was  inatfe,  and  the  quef-» 
tion  being  put.  That  the  hiatteif  of  the  iaid  pr* 
tition  be  heard  at  the  bar  of  this  houfe ;  upon 
Which  a  debate  arofe.  In  this  debate,  Mr.  Pitt, 
6ne  of  the  fitting  members,  treated  the  petition 
with  great  contempt,  and  turned  it  into  a  mere 
jeft, 


On  this  oecafion,  Mr.  Potter  (fon  of  die  arch- 
biihop.)  fpofce  as  follows:  Mr.  Speaker,  I  rife  up 
to  do  myl^lf  juftic^:  for  as  I  look  lipon  the 
matter  contained  ih  thii  petition  to  be  of  tht 
fatmoft  importance  to  the  honour  of  the  houfQ 
and  even  to  the  exiftcncc  of  jparli^ment ;  and  as^ 
to  my  very  great  ama^emeqt,  I  fee  this  queftion 
treated  with  the  greatdl  eohtetnpt  and  ridicule 
by  an  honourable  gentkmah^  whdfe  weight  may 
perhaps  perfuade  a  majority  to  be  of  his  opinion,  I 
think  I  owe  it  to  myfelf  t6  declare  my  fenti- 
ments  on  this  great  ^ccaficUi  by  ioimething  more 
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than  the  vote  which  I  (hall  give.  I  hope.  Sir, 
things  are  not  yet  come  (o  fuch  a  pafs,  as  to 
make  it  neceflary  for  ^ny  man  to  go  about  to 
prove  that  the  conftitution  is  deftroyed,  when-« 
ever  the  houfe  (hall  lofe  its  independency.   After. 

ft 

all  the  noble  llruggles  made  in  the  hgufe  by 
great  patriots,  after  all  the  laws  paiTed  by  the 
legiflature  to  preferve  that  independencyi^  I 
ihould  hope,  that  pqt  of  decency  as  w«ll  as  out 
of  regard  to  truth,  I  may  be  allowed  to  argue 
upon  that  as  upon  an  indubitable  maxim,  ,  ThQ 
yeprcfentatives  pf  the  people,  when  they  arc 
chofen  to  that  office,  have  been  faid  to  be  inde-t 
pendent,  even  on  their  conftitu^nts ;  how  nccef-^ 
fary  then.  Sir,  is  it  for  this  houfe  tp  take  care 
that  there  be  no  other  improper  or  corrupt  de- 
pendency ?  But,  Sir,  if  the  miniftrn  are  tp  be 
flowed  to  nontinate  ip  the  burghs  the  perfons 
who  (hall  be  their  reprefentatives^  hpw  are  we  to 
^xpfdl  ^n  ipdepefident  parliament  ?  That  mi*« 
liiiler^  may  ei;dea|vour  to  fubvert  (his  yyiepen- 
^encyji  that  they  may  think  it  even  neceflary  to 
their  own  fecurity,  (q  corrupt  parliament,  we 
)^ave  top  much  reafpn  tp  k^pw.  J^ut,  Sir,  what-r 
ever  paiqs  ibrmer  minifters  may  have  ;aken  for 
^  purppfe,  wl^at  unifaie  methods  foever  they 

way 


may  have  Hfed  to  gain  for  thcmfelves  a  corrupt 
majority  in  this  houfe,  I  believe  biflory  is  not 
able  to  produce  an  inllancc  equal  to  the  prcfent^ 
of  a  wife  and  great  ftatefman  taking  upon  him« 
felf  the  honourable  employment  of  being  an 
agent  at  a  bucgh.  It  was  not  enough  to  fignify 
his  commands  by  his  underlings;  it.  was  not 
enough  to  folicit  votes  in  his  own  perfon.  The 
voter9,  i(  feems»  could  not  be  truAed  out  of  his 
prefence>  and  therefore  they  were  to  be  attended 
even  to  the  polL  But,,  Sir^  this  great  humility 
and  condefcenfion  in  a  minifterii  would»  ia 
former  times^  have  been  conftrued  a  molt  wto^ 
rious  invafion  of  the  rights  of  the  people^  and  of 
the  privileges  of  this  houfe.  And^  Sir,  what 
will  the  people  fay  to  us  ?  Or  what  will  they 
think  of  our  independency^  if  we  are  not  as 
jealous  of  their  rights,  and  as  tenacious  of  our 
own  privileges  as  any  of  our  predecelTors  have 
been  ?  What  will  they  think.  Sir,  if  after  feeing 
pne  parliament  diflblved  in  a  new  unprecedented, 
I  had  almoft  faid  an  unconflitutional  manner, 
they  Ihail  be  told,  that  the  minifters  have  been 
nominating  their  reprefentatives  in  the  next 
^ven  without  the  ceremony  of  a  conge  d*  Hire? 
Byt^  Sir,  ftill  farther  J  What  will  they  think,  if 

4  they 


104  aKAtotf». 

they  fliall  be  told  that  this  prOceeiiing  t>f  the 
minifter  has  been  laid  before  the  houfe  of  com*, 
mons^  and  that  the  houfe  of  commons  will  notj 
or  dare  not  cenfure  him  ?  There  have  been  times, 
Vfhcn  no  man  was  thought  too  great  to  be  ac« 
countable  to  this  houfe  for  his  conduQ ;  and  I 
could  give  an  inftance,  even  in  my  own  memory, 
of  a  great  and  able  ftatefinan,  whofe  long  admi- 
niftration  was  an  honour  and  benefit  to  his 
country^  and  whofe  condud  this  houfe  thooght^ 
fit  to  enquire  into  by  the  moft  fevcrc  fcrutiny.-^ 
When  I  iirft  heard  the  petition  read  at  your 
table>  I  could  hardly  believe  it  pofliblc  that  thq 
allegations  it  contained  were  founded  upon  truth. 
I  expected  to  have  heard  the  friends  of  the  noble 
perfon  who  is  the  obje£l  of  it,  boldly  denying 
the  charge,  and  calling  loudly  upon  the  accufcrs 
to  juftify  it  J  I  was  determined  not  to  believe  it,- 
unlefs  fupportcd  by  the  ftrongeft  proof.  But,  Sir, 
how  great  was  my  amazement  when  I  heard  an 
honourable  gentleman,  [W.  Pitt,  Efq.]  who  was 
privy  to  the  whole  tranfa3ion,  not  only  admit- 
ting  every  fad:  alledged  to  be  true,  but  openly 
avowing  and  attempting  to  juftify  them?  In 
what  light  they  may  appear  to  him.  Sir,  be  can 
beft  tell  you ;  but  to  me  it  feems  moft  manifeft, 
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thai  as  tliiS  tondu<^  eomplkmdi  of  Was  the 
greateft  injury  that  could  be  done  to  our  pi*ivi-.' 
leges,  the  attempt  to  juflfTfyit  is  the  grcatcl^  mJ 
fdt  upon  our  underftanding.  In  i^hat  otlitt 
lighi;^  Sir,  can  it  appear  to  us>  than  as  th6  lail 
and  utmoft  elfort  of  one  who  was  determihfcd,  at 
any  rate,  to  procure  a  majority  in  this  houft  bf 
perfohs  attached  to  himfqlf,  his.  own  creatures; 
the  tools  of  his  power?  X  wilh  to  God,  Sir, 
jiothing  may  happen  to-day  to  give  the  people 
room  to  fulpcft  that  lie  tias  been  too  fuccefsriil.' 
What  more  could  be  have  done?  Or  what 
greater  infult  is  it  pbflible  for  bim  to  offer,' un- 
lefs  he  ihould  come  cvcq  within  thfc  walls  of 
]this  boufe  to  difeft  our  deterrninations  ?  After 
what  he  has  donc-*I  (hould  not  wonder,  Sir,  ilf 
be  did  coine  and  take  that  chair,  und  tell  ybu^ 
as  we  were  told  fortticrly,  that  your  mace  Was*  i. 
bauble,  and  thap  you  fliould  keep  it  only  whild 
you  plea^fe  him.  Your  mace.  Sir,  is  z  biuble- 
and  fo  is.  every  other  enfign  of  authority,  unlef$ 
you  can  prefervp  your  independency.  A  dtpen- 
dance  upon  the  crown^  Sir^  would  in  the  end 
prove  fatal  to  our  libqties;  but  a  depcndance 
upon  the  miniftcr,  as  it  is  infinitely  more  difho- 
nourable,  is  inftnitcly  more  dj^gerous.     One 

might 
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might  fuppofc^  Sir,  fome  fecuricy  to  a  peoph 
from  the  honour  of  a  crowned  bead^  and  from 
the  folid  compaAs  that  arc  made  between  the 
people  and  their  ibvereign.  I  know  of  no  com* 
pads  that  are  or  can  be  made  between  a  minif. 
ter  and  the  people.  I  can  fuppofe  too.  Sir/  that 
in  fome  future  time  a  minifter  may  arife  profli- 
gate enough  tx>  cany  his  views  fo  high,  as  to  at« 
tempt  to  make  both  king  and  people  fubfervienc 
to  his  own  ambition.  I  can  imagine  fuch  a  one, 
^r^  taking  advantage  of  fpme  general  calamity^ 
or  time  pf  general  confufion^  by  a  corrupt  parlia* 
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mentary  influence  opprefling  even  the  king  upon 
his  thronei  and  making  the  crowned  head  a  pri« 
fontf  in  his  clofet^  I  can  imagine  him^  Sir,  fo 
blown  up  with  folly  and  felf-conceir,  as  to  be* 
come  a  competitor  even  with  thofe  who  fhall  be 
of  royal  bloody  for  polls  of  dignity  qr  titles  of  ho- 
iioor ;  and  he  }nay.  Sir,  (it  is  hardly  poflible  in- 
deed) but  he  inay  even  prostitute  the  name  of 
the  crown  to  fupport  his  pretcniions.  This,  Sir, 
I  fay,  is  a  pi£lure  which  I  can  draw  in  my  own 
mind  pf  the  mifentble  fituation  of  this  country  if 
pvcr  the  parliament  (hould  become  dependant  on 
a  minifter.  But  as  this  can  never  happen  but  in 
ibme  time  of  general  infatuation,  or  general  cor^ 
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ilip^n^  die  wifdom  and  virtue  of  the  prefent 
age  Icarce  fecure  us  from  feeing  it  otherwife 
than  in  imagination :  but,  Sir»  whatever  I  fee>  or 
whatever  I  feel»  God  forbid  that  by  an  a£l  or  vote 
of  mine,  I  (hould  make  the  way  eafy  for  fuch 
tniferies  to  overwhelm  any  future  generation^ 
The  honourable  gentleman  wa3  pleafed  to  lay 
that  this  was  a  new  cafe,  and  that  there  was  no 
precedent  upon  our  journals  to  guide  our  pro« 
ceediiigs :  but  let  it  be  remembered,  that  thk 
can  ntwcr  be  the  cafe  again, '  fince  the  vote  of  to* 
d^y  wiU  remain  upon  our  books  ap  eternal  pro« 
cedent  to  pofterity,  and  a  law  to  this  hpufe  fiy 
the  future.  -  For  God's  lake  then.  Sir,  let  us  con* 
fider  a  little  what  fort  of  a  law  we  are  going  to 
inake ;  let  us  remember^  that  if  the  prefent  tranT- 
IM^on  pafles  uncenfured,  and  is  declared  free 
from  guilt,  we  may  hereafter  fee  every  peer  <^ 
parliament,  every  iecretaiy  and  other  officer  of 
^ate,,  every  chancellor  of  the  exchequer^  with 
}iis  treafury  bags  under  his  arm|  attending  and 
foliciting  ele^ons;  and  when  they  ihall  be 
galled  upon  in  this  houfe  to  juftify  their  pro* 
ceedings,  they  fliall  tell  you,  they  have  done 
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pothing  but  what  they  had  a  right  to  do,  and 
$|is^|  fuch  w«^s  th^  opinion  of  this  wife^  this  inde* 

penden^ 


km  not  one  of  thidft  ptrfonft^  whowiH  ^ever  te 
for  extending  the  privileges  61  this  hotile  to  any 
Hdiculous  or  romahtk  degree:  i^  I  cddtd  ^l 
pettuadt  myTelf  that  there  Was  the  leafti^oolH  td 
doubt  upon  th»i  octafion^  I  fiidutd  ^rnk  t^H 
hwnSmity  obliged  taife  to  put  the  inildeft  cohu 
ftruftiom  But  really.  Sir,  I  think  the  irifUJt 
vWtTtA  16  the  houfe  h  of  fo  fligfrant 'a *atuW,  1 
Ihink  thfe  precedent  rtiuft  prove  fo  dangerous  td 
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the  fronbur  ind  independency  of  plirliarhfejit,  1 
think  the  cohfe^uences  mull  bfe  fo  de/lroBtiv^ 
tb  the  conftitution,  as  to  deferve  aiid  demand 
the  feVfereft  animadverfioh.  Thfc  hbnourahli 
gfentlieman  v^s  ^leafed  to  aik.  What  is  thfc  objeft 
of  the  petition  ?  Sir,  I  will  tell  him  what  tht  obi 
je6l  is ;  it  is  the  fecurity,  the  freedbm  of  paHia- 
mehts,  and  proiefting  the  privileges  of  the  conli 
mohs  of  Great  Britain.  Surely,  Sir,  from  this 
iioufe  the  commons  of  Great  Britaih  hare  i 

9 

right  to  expeft  jufticfc.  Their  nioft  valuable 
privileges  have  been  traro(>led  upon  arid  in- 
fulted,  and  they  come  now  by  this  petition  to 
demand  juftite :  Juftice,  Sir,  they  wiU  receive, 
and  I  hope  noyi.    But  of  one  thing  I  am  fure, 
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|hi^,^  (qqpiis  <w  Wer..  ^  will  haye  it.    (Tbo 

Xbb  dm^  ^pmeft  of  ii^o^rfs^e  vcaf  in  1 7^4^ 
when  Sir  James  Peachey,  Bart,  and  lord  vifcount 
6age  (live  latter  having  changedf  his  party  fince 
the  bft  eleCkion),  were  ftippaited  by  the  duk^ 
oB  Newcaftte^  and  the  miDifie^^l  intereH,  and 
George  Medley,  Erq.  atxd  WtUiam  Evelyn,  Ek^ 
9ppo^d  tbeai*  At  this  eie^on  the  diftindioa 
i)£pojmJacyi  mA  Uvc^payers^  which  h^s  llnce  been 
the  fubfed  of  fo  mueh  oxpence  and  liti^ation^ 
feft  look  place. 

'  1/44 Dj^a  the  denomii^itioi^  of  ^  popaUcy/^ 
every  man  who  h^d  a  legal  parochial  fettlement^ 
and  refided  within  the  pari(h>  claimed,  as  in 
pot-walloping  boroughs,  the  right  of  voting;  and 
having  exercifed  it  upon  all  former  occalions, 
they  were  deemed  the  legal  conAitueht  body. 

A  MAjORXTY  of  the»  *^  populacy*'  w«e  in- the 
imereft  of  Medley  and  Evelyn,  and  precluded 
every  chance  of  fuccefi^  fl-om  their  opponentis 
or  their  fuS)[ages«    The  fubterfuge  of  fettiog  up 
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a  dxt&nEt  tight  was^  therefore^  rerort^d  td  !>y  \lli§ 
minifterial  candidates,  as  the  Only  method  hf 
which  they  mighty  with  the  afliftance  of  the  houfe 
•f  commons/ found  uny  hopes  of  fucceeding. 

The  returning  officer,  Mr^  Chambers^  father  of 
the  immaculate  chara£ler  who  filled  that  ftation  at 
the  laft  general  ele6lion»  being  in  the  minifierial 
intereft^  and  the  tax-payers,  by  a  rate,  fabrica<» 
ted  for  the  purpofe>  devoted  to  the  fame  party^ 
every  eIe<5lor,  whofe  name  was  not  upon  the  rate« 
was  rejected  when  he  tendered  bis  vote#  A 
Biajority  being  obtained  by  thefe  meana  for 
Peachy  and  Gage,  they  were  returned  to  parlia« 
ment^  and  Mr.  Medley  and  Mn  Evelyn  were 
left  to  feek  their  redrefs  by  petitioning  the 
lioufe. 

Upon  the  bearing  of  this  petidon,  the  houfe 
of  commons,  who  were  precluded  by  the  ad  of 
George  11.  from  altering  the  right  of  elefiion^ 
contented  themfelves  with  explaining  it  away^  by 
refolving,  that  by  the  word  **  populacy"  in  the  laft 
refolution  of  the  houfe  of  commons,  was  meant 
inhabitants  houfe-keepcrs  paying  fcot  and  Iot» 

and 


that  Sir  Junes  Peachy  and  lord  vifcount 
Gage  'ioert  duly  tlcQed. 

t^RoM  this  period^  until  the  year  1786^  theprac* 
tice  of  taxing  only  the  revenue  officers^  and  four 
or  five  other  individuals,  who  were  fure  to  obey 
the  word  of  command,  prevailed,  to  the  exclu-* 
fion  of  all  the  other  inhabitants.  Petitions! 
againft  this  arbitrary  exclufion  were  prefented  in 
1774  by  Meflrs.  Sayre  and  Chetwoode,  and  ia 
t^Zo  by  Mr.  Molefworth,  but  were  not  attended 
with  fuccefs.  The  committees  of  the  houfe  of 
commons  not  choofing  to  admit  the  rateability  of 
men,  who  the  Seaford  magiftratcs  in  their  juftice 
bad  deemed  ineligible. 

In  1774,  the  right  honourable  Thomas  PeU 
ham,  whofe  father.  Lord  Pelham,  owns  the 
tythes  and  about  half  the  landed  property  in  the 
borough,  attempted  to  revive  the  political  inte- 
reft  of  the  family^  which  had  been  negleded  ever 
fince  tl^e  death  of  the  late  duke  of  Newcaftle» 
and  the  honourable  L.  T.  Watfon  became  a 
candidate  under  Mr.  Pelham's  patronage.  A 
Mr.  Alves,  who  then  refided  in  Harley-ftreet^ 
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hacjl.  Gicceeded  ia  QQBopeUini;  the  overfc^rStqC 
the  parilh  to  add  feven  of  the  non^rated  inha^ 
bitants  to  the  poor  rate,  became  a  candidate 
vpon  their  fuffrages  i  and,  hy  good  mamgemenU 
brought  over  eight  out  of  the  remaining  feven-^ 
teeq  elefkors,  to  his  inttfreft.^  With  this  ms^o- 
rhy  he  muft  ha^ve.  fucceeded,  eveQ  ^gainjl  the 
united  i;|terefts  of.  the  oc^oiitional  and  ininifte«« 
rial  partii^s ;  bul  as  theMalent  of  managfng^  was 
not  confined  to  M^.  Alves^  and  tl^  attachment 
Qf  this  defcrigtion  o£  ele^ors  being  ueithec  to 
^e  perfon  or  principles  of  their  candidate^  the 
ipean$.vere  foon  reforted  to.  of  detaching  one 
half  of  Mr*  Alves's  confe4erated  club  from  his 
interell,  and  Uniting  them  with  the  ftauncb frieftdi^ 
of  government.  A  junfkion  then  became  ne-^ 
cei&ry  between  the  remaining  fuppprters  of  Mr. 
Alves's  caule,  wi  the  iotereft  of  Mr.  Pelbam  \ 
bi\t  the  bewitching  allurements  of  trc^afpry  teiQp^ 
tation  was  conth^ually  affailing  this  little  p^^rty^ 
and,  by  the  day  of  eleQipp,  reduced^  them  to 

nearly  one  half  of  their  original  number. 

."*  * 

Mr.  Alderman  Curtis  was  at  this  time  the 
candidate  on  the  minifterial  iniereft,  and  had  ob-i 
lained  the  promifes  of  a  majority  of  thefe  vir- 
tuous 
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tuofs  ele£tors>  th(c  whole  number  being  at  this 
time  only  twenty-fouri    and,    in  endeavouring 

to  prevent  any  prejudice  which  his  education  in 

•        < 

the  prefbyterian  principles  might  create  in  the 
minds  of  his  orthodox  con  Hi  tile  nts,  embraced 
the  opportunity,  which  k  faint's  day  prefented, 
of  attending  epifcopal  worfhip ;  but  as  Satan  is 
never  fo  alert  in  his  mifchievous  propenfitiei,  as 
when  an  opportunity  prefents  itfelf  of  refifting 
the  purpofes  of  the  righteous,  he  fo  managed  it, 
as  to  improve  this  unlucky  moment,  of  corn- 
founding  all  the  parliamentary  fchemes  of  the 
convivial  alderman;  for,  before  he  had  Bnifhed  his 
devotions,  a  new  candidate  was  introduced,  under 
the  recommendation  of  the  celebrated  John 
Robinfoti,  who  had  formerly  reprefented  this 
borough,  when  every  eleftor  in  Mr.  Curtis's  in- 
tereft  received  abfolution  from  his  firft  engage- 
ment, and  embraced  the  more  powerful  intereft 
bf  a  greater  favourite. 

Several  other  candidates  appeared  at  this 
eledlion  with  minifterial  recommendation ;  but 
lord  Neville,  and  Sir  Peter  Parker,  having  the 
tortfidence  of  thofe  in  the  fecret,  we  forbear  to 
mention  the  names  o(  gentlemen,  whofe  chagrin 

Vol.  hi.  .      b  mua 
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inuft  have  been  fevcrdy  irritated,  at  lin#iii|f 
themfelves  the  dupes  of  n^inifteriai  intrigue  and 
duplicity. 

At  the  eleflion,  wbicfa  came  on  in  Mard»y 

ft 

1^84,  the  numbers  on  the  poll  were. 

For  the  mifterial  candidates^ 

Lord  Neville,  12 

Sir  Peter  Parker,  1 2 

For  the  ofppofition  candidates, 

Hon.  L.  T,  Watfon,  11 

Thomas  Alves,  Elq.  1 1 

Ost  eleftordid  not  vote,  who,  it  has  fince 
been  difcovered,  ivas  in  the  minifterial  intereft  y 
but  having  a  majority  ivithout  him,  he  was  kepi 
back«  that  be  might  not  avow  his  principles  to 
the  oppofite  party,  into  whofe  meetings  he  bad 
always  been  admitted  as  a  friend. 

An  informality  was  obferved  in  this  elefkion^ 
which  being  of  importance  to  future  eontefts, 
we  muft  not  omit  to  mention.  The  7th  and 
8th  of  William  III.  ch.  85.  enids,  that  the  re« 

turning 


turmng  officer^  after  the  receipt  of  the  precept 
from  the  fheriflF,  or  the  proper  officer  authorifed 
to  ifliie  the  fame,  fiiall  proceed  to  the  ele&ion 
within  eight  days  after  receipt  of  the  precept^ 
giving /?«r  days  notice  thereof*. 

The  bailiff  of  Seaford  proceeded  to  the  elec* 
tion  on  the  fourth  day  after  proclamation,  and  it 
being  coofidered  that  the  letter  of  the  a£l  was 
not  complied  with,  only  three  days  having  inter- 
vened fince  the  proclamation,  a  petition  of  two 
of  the  eleftors  who  voted  for  Mr.  Watfon  was 
prefented  to  the  houfe,  complaining  of  this  irre-^ 
gularity ;  which  being  heard  before  a  committee, 
in  the  month  of  March,  1785,  It  was  determined 
chat  the  faid  ele&ion  was  void. 

Lord  Neville,  who  had  been  returned  with 
Sir  Peter  Parker,  had  alfo  been  eleEled  for  the 
county  of  Monmouth.  This  circumftance  made 
a  vacancy  for  the  borough  of  Seaford  certain, 
before  the  event  of  the  above  petition  was  known; 
to  fupply  which^  no  lefs  than  Jix  and  twenty  can- 

*  This  a£l  does  not  include  GoaAty  elcflions.  The  time 
for  making  proclamation,  holding  county  courts  for  ekdion, 
&c«  is  regulated  by  the  25th  of  George  III.  ch.  24.  f.  4. 

h  2       .  didates 
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didatcs  offered  themfelves,  between  the  time  of 
the  eleftion,  in  March  1784,  and  the  hearing  of 
the  petition,  in  March  1785.  The  number  of 
eleftors  being,  at  that  time,  only  iweniy^four^  it 
could  not  fupply  a  fingle  vote  to  each  of  ihefc 
gentlemen,  if  they  had  perfevercd  in  the  conteft 
to  the  end  of  the  poll. 

One  of  thefe  candidates  was  the  late  right 
honourable  Henry  Flood,  who  was  introduced 
to  the  borough  by  the  author  of  this  work,  not 
with  a  view  of  obtaining  his  feat  by  the  fiif- 
frages  of  the  twenty-four  exifting  voters,  who 
were  to  a  man  engaged  in  the  intereftof  Mr. 
Pelham,  or  that  of  adminiftration,  though  it  ap- 
peared that  a  decided  majority  of  them  was  to 
be  obtained,  on  what  they  called  honourable  terms^ 
but  on  the  right  of  twice  that  number  of  inha- 
bitant houfekeepers,  whofe  names  had  been 
omitted  in  the  poor  rate  for  near  thirty  years, 
on  purpofe  to  preclude  them  from  the  exercifc 
of  their  franchifes. 

Amongst  thefe  perfons,  whom  the  overfeers  of 

the  poor  had  placed  in  the  legal  defcription  of 

paupers,   by   charitably  difbunhening  them  of 

their 
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their  taxes»  vere  the  vicar  of  the  parifh^  and 
fourteen  county  freeholders,  befides  others,  who 
coald  afford,  and  a£lually  had,  at  the  time,  lent 
money  to  fome  of  the  parifh  officers,  and  even 
to  one  of  the  magiftrates  who  allowed  the  rates. 

These  non-rated  inhabitants  commenced  theii* 
claim  to  redrefs,  by  appealing  to  the  quarter- 
feffions  of  the  borough,  on  the  ground  of  being 
excluded  to  anfwer  election  purpofes;  Upon 
hearing  this  appeal,  it  appeared  not  to  have 
been  lodged,  at  the  feifions  next  enfuing  the 
piaking  of  the  rate,  as  the  law  dire£ls,  and  the 
viagiflrates  availed  themfelves  pf  that  presence 
to  difmif$  it, 

The  overfeers  took  care  to  prevent  a  fecond 
appeal  on  this  complaint,  by  maintaining  the  poor 
themfelves^  and  making  no  rate,  till  the  eleflion^ 
which  was  fufpended  for  a  year  by  the  petition^ 
then  before  the  houfe  of  commons,  was  difpof- 
ed  of. 

Sir  Godfrey  Webster  had  declared  himfelf  a 
candidate  on  the  intereft  of  Mr.  Pelham,  for  the 
vacancy,  occafione^  by  lord  Neville  mailing  his 

h  3  ele6lioi> 
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eleftioft  for  Monmouthfliire ;  and  lord  MoviiH^ 
morres,  in  oppofuion,  had  been  recommended  by 
the  ireafury. 

The  petition  being  heard,  and  the  eleflioii 
declared  void,  in  March  1785,  there  became  two 
vacancies ;  in  confequence  of  which.  Sir  God- 
frey Webfter  united  his  intereft  with  Mr.  Alvcs, 
as  the  honourable  Mr.  Watfon  had  done  at  the 
former  eledion  ;  Sir  Peter  Parker,  and  lord 
Mountmorres,  appeared  under  the  treafury  in- 
fluence, and  Sir  Laurence  Parfons,  Bart,  the 
prefent  member  for  King's  ^County  in  Ireland, 
became  a  candidate  on  the  fufFrages  of  the  non-. 
rated  houfe-keepers,  in  conjun6ion  with  Mr. 
Flood. 

Tmb  day  preceding  the  eledion,  a  third  trea- 
fury candidate  appeared,  in  the  perfon  of  Sir 
John  Henderfon,  and  exhibited  fimilar  official 
recommendations  to  thofe  already  produced  by 
Sir  Peter  Parker  and  lord  Mountmorres.  The 
government  voters,  who  had  all  engaged  to  fup- 
port  the  two  laft,  were  at  firft  a  little  daggered 
how  to  adl  under  thefe  contradictory  orders  5 
but  receiving^  the  inftrudions  from  a  proper 

perfoDj 
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perfon^  they  difmiffcd  lord  Mountmorrcs,  with 

« 

a^  little  ceremony  as  they  had,  upon  a  former 
occafioo,  done  Mr.  Alderman  Curtis,  under 
jimilar  circumilances.  His  Lordfhip  however  did 
not  acquiefce  in  this  treatment  with  quite  fo  much 
indifii^renc^  and  condefcenfion ;  a  very  fcrioua 
pieeting  had  nearly  taken  place  between  him 
and  Sir  John  Henderfon,  and  which  was  only 
prevented  by  the  intervention  of  friends,  who 
fuggefted  the  propriety  of  an  interview  with  a 
perfon  high  in  office,  that  they  might  know  to 
whom  the  blame  was  imputable. 

This  meeting  aftually  took  place  in  a  few 
days  after,  which  we  fince  underflood  terminated 
fo  little  to  the  fatisfaftion  of  the  noble  Vifcount, 
that  he  took  the  firft  opportunity,  in  a  dignified 
place  in  a  neigbouring  kingdom,  to  make  ibme 
ftrong  comments  in  his  fpeech,  on  the  impro- 
priety of  a  minifter's  not  paying  the  moft  fcru- 
pulous  attention  to  the  obfervance  of  his  word. 
We  do  not  recoiled  that  he  pledged  himfclf  '•  as 
«*  a  man,  and  as  a  minifter;"  but  it  appears  that 
his  lordfhip  confidered  the  obligation  as  equal-, 
ly  binding, 

h4  Qn 
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On  Ac  day  of  eleSion,  fcvcn  candidates  ap-» 
peared  on  the  huftings^  (if  the  miferable  place 
in  which  the  public  bufmefs  of  the  borough  is 
tranfa6ted,  may  be  underftood  by  that  name) 
but  lord  Mountmorres^  finding  himfelf  defertedi 
by  every  voter  who  had  promifed  him,  and  by 
the  men  who  had  received  him  with  cordiality^ 
and  announced  him  to  the  ele£lors  as  the  go- 
vernment candidate,  in  a  fpeech  of  manly  in- 
dignation, declined  any  further  connexion  with 
this  confident  body  of  ele3ors. 

At  the  clofe  of  the  poll,  the  numbers  were. 

For  the  right  hon.  Henry  Flood  28 

Sir  Laurence  Parfons,  24 

Sir  Godfrey  Webfter  19 

Thomas  Alves,  Efq.  18 

5ir  Peter  Parker,  16 

.  ■  * 

Sir  John  Henderfon,  14 

Thr returning  officer  howevqr,  thought  proper 
to  rcjeft  every  vote  for  Flood  and  Parfons ;  eight 
of  Sir  Godfrey  Webfter's;  fcven  of  Mr.  Alves*s; 
two  of  Sir  Peter  Parker's ;  and  then  made  a  rec- 
tum of  the  treafury  candidates. 


At 


At  this  eleftion  the  celebrated  Mr.  Harben 
made  his  firft  appearance  in  this  borough,  in  a 
political  charader,  having  taken  a  lodging-houfe 
for  forty  days,  to  qualify  himfelf  for  an  occa* 
fional  voter.  Mr.  Harifon,  who,  for  the  laft 
thirty  years  had  been  confidered  as  the  govern- 
ment agent  and  patron,  was  ftill  looked  up  to  as 
preferving  that  fituation. 

Four  petitions  were  prefented  to  parliament 
againft  the  return  of  Sir  Peter  Parker,  and  Sir 
John  Henderfon ;  one,  by  Meffrs.  Flood  and 
Parfons;  a  fecond,  by  certain  ele&ors  in  their 
intereft;  a  third,  by  Meflrs.  Webfter  and  Alves; 
and  a  fourth,  by  other  ele&ors  who  had  voted 
for  thefe  gentlemen^ 

These  petitions  were  tried  by  a  committee  of 
(he  houfe  of  commons,  in  February  tjBG,  when, 

after  a  full  -inveftigation  of  the  claims  of  thofe 

»     • 

who  voted  for  Flood  and  Parfons,  the  committee 
determined  not  to  admit  evidence  to  invalidate 
the  refolution  of  1761,  by  which  the  word  popu- 
lacy  was  explained  to  mean  inhabitant  houfe- 
keepers.  Paying  fcot  and  lot.  The  counfel  then 
f  ndeavoured  to  prove,  that  thefe  perfons  were 

rateable 
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rateable  houfekeepers^  within  the  meaning  of  the 
laft  refolution  of  1761  ;  but  their  appeal  to  iht 
Seaford  feffions  not  having  been  made  within  the 
time  direfted  by  law,  the  committee  alfo  refolved 
not  to  admit  evidence  to  prove  that  fa6V 

The  petition  of  thefc  gentlemen  being  thui 
difpofed  of,  the  committee  proceeded  upon  that 
of  Sir  Godfrey  Webfter  and  Mr.  Alves,  who  ob- 
jefled  to  three  of  the  votes  for  the  fitting  mem« 
bers,  amongll  whom  was  Mr.  Harben,  who  voted 
for  a  lodging-houfe,  upon  a  pretended  refideoce 
of  forty  days.  The  whole  three  being  deemed 
badj  the  numbers  for  both  parties  became  equal* 
Some  ftrong  evidence  of  bribery  was  opened, 
which,  for  reafons  the  author  is  unacqauinted 
with,  was  not  proceeded  upon.  The  committee, 
therefore,  upon  the  equality  of  numbers,  declar- 
ed this  fecond  election  void. 

Mr.  Alves  by  this  time  had  received  a  com- 
•  plete  furfeit  of  the  Seaford  contell ;  and  the  vot- 
ers in  the  intereft  of  Mr.  Flood,  having  had  a 
fecond  opportunity  of  appealing  to  the  Seaford 
felBons  againft  the  poor  rate,  a  new  one  being 
made  the  inftant  the  laft  ele£iion  was  concluded; 

the 
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the  overfccrs,  not  expeding  that  the  petitions 
againft  it  would  occafion  a  fecond  void  ele£tion» 
the  non-rated  inhabtants  were  now  in  a  fitua- 
tion  to  p^ove  their  rateability  before  a  committee 
of  the  houfe  of  commons;  when  nineteen  of  that 
defcription  being  in  a  ftate  of  opulence  much 
fupcrior  to  the  majority  of  the,  tax  payers,  Mr. 
Flood's  fuccefs  was  placed  beyond  the  poffibi^ 
Jity  of  doubt. 

Mr.  Alves  having  declined  any  pretenfions 
to  future  fupport,  all  his  little  party,  except  one^ 
were  prevailed  on  to  join  the  treafury  junto ;  but 
a  junftion  having  been  formed,  between  Mr. 
Pelham's  iniereft  and  that  of  Mr.  Flood,  they 
became  a  majority  of  juft  two  to  one  againft  all 
the  forces  the  treafury  could  mufter. 

At  the  third  eleflion^  the  numbers  on  the 
poll  were. 

For  the  right  hon.  Henry  Floods  3s 

Sir  Godfrey  Webfter,  Bart.  3« 

Sir  Peter  Parker,  Bart.  16 

Sir  John  Henderfon,  Bart.  16 
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The  returning  officer  again  ^ruck  off  all  fuch 
votes  as  did  not  appear  on  the  poor  rate^  though 
that  rate  had  been  reje6led  by  the  committee  as 
a  corrupt  one ;  and»  admitting  the  whole  fixteen 
votes  for  Parker  and  Henderfon^  and  only  half 
that  number  for  Flood  and  Webfter,  made  his 
feturn  to  parliament  accordingly. 

These  proceedings  were  too  flagrant  \o  me^% 
the  eye  of  a  committee  of  the  houfe  of  com^ 
inons ;  for^  however  defperate  the  imbecility  and 
ignorance  of  a  routed  party  of  borough-mongers 
might  make  them,  the  charaQer  of  Sir  Peter 
barker  and  Sir  John  Henderfon  were  not  to  be 
fported  with,  to  gratify  the  chagrin  of  fuch 
people.  A  petition  of  Mr.  Flood  and  Sir  God^ 
frey  Webfter  was  prefented  to  the  houfe,  and, 
when  the  day  of  hearing  arrived,  the  counfel  for 
the  fitting  members  informed  the  committee, 
that  their  clients,  being  fenfible  ibat  the  petitioners 
bad  a  majority  of  legal  voteSy  tbey  would  give  tbem 
nofurtber  trouble.  The  committee  reported  to 
the  houfe  the  fame  day,  March  13,  1786,  "  That 
the  right  hon.  Henry  Flood  and  Sir  Godfrey 
Webfter,  Bart,  were  duly  ele£ted,  and  ought  to 
have  been  returned." 

4  Thu^ 
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^  Thus  was  the  caufe  of  independence,  in  this 
little  borough,  triumphant  over  the  rooft  un- 
precedented oppreflion,  and  in  oppofition  to  the 
influence  of  the  treafury,  to  a  family  junto  of 
l)orough  magiftrates,  or  jurats,  and  to  the  united 
exertion  of  feventeen  finecure  placemen,  pen-, 
fioned  on  purpofe  to  fupport  the  caufe  of  ty-* 
tanny. 

The  fyftem  of  politics  in  this  place  now 
took  an  entire  change ;  the  whole  of  Mr.  Flood's 
friends,  together  with  the  other  inhabitants,  who 
bad  taken  no  part  in  the  ele£lion,  were  put 
upon  the  poor  rates,  and  Mr.  Harifon,  who 
had  for  thirty  years  enjoyed  the  confidence  of 
government,  and  been  the  acknowledged  patron 
of  the  borough,  from  the  ill  fuccefs  that  attend- 
ed his  late  management,  or  from  a  determination 
to  introduce  a  manager  of  lefs  fcruple  into  tbe 
dafliing  concerns  of  the  party,  was  treated  with 
coolnefs  by  the  treafury ;  but  as  he  ftill  retained 
the  abfolute  command  of  the  corporation,  which 
confi(led  of  a  bailiff,  three  jurats,  and  feventeen 
freemen,  matters  were  not  yet  quite  ripe  for 
openly  infultinj;  and  difmilfing  him. 

Mr. 
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Mr.  Harb€W,  the  prefent  hero  of  thcfe  po- 
litical myrmidons,  had  therefore  time  to  inveigle 
bimfelf  into  the  confidence  of  Mr.  Harifon^  and 
by  an  offer,  apparently  liberal,  of  undertaking  to 
be  at  the  expence  of  reinftating  Mr,  Harifon'a 
influence,  upon  being  permitted  to  fliare  with 
him  in  the  advantages  attached  to  it,  he  ob-* 
tained  tlie  purchafe  of  feveral  acres  of  land 
within  the  borough,  from  Mr.  Harifon's  eftate, 
cnw  hich  he  foon  erefted  a  (lately  houfe ;  and, 
having  once  got  an  eftablifhment  within  the 
limits'of  its  privileges,  his  next  advance  was 
upon  the  corporation. 

This  body  confifted  moftly  of  revenue  of- 
ficers, whofe  places  were  all  finccures,  and  were 
originally  created  here,  as  in  the  other  Cinque 
Ports,  for  the  eftaj;)lifhment  of  a  government  inte- 
reft.  Each  individual  owed  his  place  to  the  re- 
commendation of  Mr.  Harifon ;  and  it  was  at 
firft  apprehended,  that  the  moral  tie  of  gratitude 
might  make  fuch  an  impreflion  upon  the  minds 
of  fome  of  them,  as  to  create  a  difficulty  in  the 
attempt,  of  not  only  detaching  them  from  the 
intereft  of  their  benefaftor,  but  in  inducing 
them,  at  the  fame  time,  to  fupport  that  of  his 

avowed 


avowed  opponent ;  for,  whenever  the  experiment 
was  made^  the  maik  of  friendfhip  muft  be  taken 
oE 

Treasury  mandates  were  however  obtained^ 
and  the  freemen  were  founded  one  by  one. 
On  the  Michaelmas  day  following  the  late  elec- 
tion defeat^  this  mafter-piece  of  political  craft 
was  to  be  played  off. 

* 

It  commenced  with  eleding  a  creature  tS 
Har»fon*s,  but  who  was  now  privately  in  the  in- 
tereft  of  Harben,  into  the  office  of  bailiff^  and 
then  the  cloven  foot  appeared  in  Mr.  Harben's 
being  propofed  to  be  ele£^ed  a  freeman.  Mr. 
Harifon,  who  was  prefent^  fired  with  indignation 
at  the  plot  which  was  unfolding  itfelf^  intreated 
the  freemen,  as  they  valued  their  own  inter  eft  \ 
and  if  they  felt  a  fpark  of  attachment  to  him 
for  the  places  they  held,  or  the  patronage  he 
had  ever  afforded  them,  not  to  fuffer  this  at- 
tempt  to  fucceed  againft  his  political  exiftence, 
and  their  fecurity.  The  freemen,  however, 
heard  this  harangue  with  ftoic  apathy,  and,  when 

^  The  only  appeal  to  their  feelings  which  feened  to  make 

any  imprefGoiu 

the 
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the  qlieftion  was  putj  to  a  man  voted  againft 
their  benefador  !  !  ! 

We  have  been  particular  in  our  relation  of 
thefe  circumftances  of  political  perRdy^  in  order 
to  difplay  the  pernicious  confequences^  which  the 
prefent  fyftem  of  borough  reprefentation  muft 
have  upon  the  morals  of  the  parties  interefted  ; 
not  doubting  but  it  will  be  an  argument  of 
much  weight  with  the  eftablifhed  clergy,  whofe 
zeal  in  the  caufe  of  virtue  and  good  govern- 
ment, will  exert  itfelf  with  redoubled  vigour,  td 
obtain  that  reform  in  the  reprefentation  of  the 

r 

people,  which. is  fo  immediately  connefled  with 
the  caufe  of  religion  and  morality. 

Mr.  Harben  having  now  erefted  a  country 
feat  in  the  borough,  and  obtained  another  in 
the  corporation,  felt  his  importance  fufEciently 
eftablifhed  to  commence  open  hoftilities  with 
Harifon.  The  firft  afl  of  his  rcign^  for  he  now 
became  the  avowed  and  oftenfible  agent  of  go^ 
vernment,  was  to  procure  Mr.  Harifon's  dirmif- 
fion  from  the  finecure  places  of  fupervifor  of 
the  riding  officers,  and  captain  of  the  cuftom- 
houfe  boat,  worth  together  £70 1.  pcranmmi 

tke 


^e  fitft  of  which  he  difpofed  of  to  Thomas 
Chambers^  the  late  returning  officer^  and  the 
other  he  kept  open  for  the  moft  hungry  of  the 
oppofite  party>  to  bite  at  Mr.  Harifon's  other 
finecure^  of  comptroller  of  cloth  and  petty  Cuf« 
toms  in  the  port  of  London ;  ivhich^  being  a  pa-^^ 
tent  place  for  life,  was  out  of  the  reach  of  Mu 
Harben's  grafp* 

Mr.  Harben  wa^  ilot  all  this  white  hegligent 
cf  his  own  intereft,  having  procured  the  excife 
of  the  eaftern  part  of  the  county  to  be  paid  into 
his  hands,  in  its  pauage  to  the  treafury,  (an  ob« 
je£l  of  no  little  importance  to  a  country  banker)^ 
and  obtained  the  place  of  receiver  general  of 
the  ftamp  duties  for  SufTex,  worth  600  L  per 
annum  for  his  el  deft  Ton ;  his  next  care  was  to 
procure  the  office  of  warehoufe-keeper  of  the 
(lamp  office  in  London,  with  a  falary  of  200  U 
per  annum  for  his  fecond  fon,  which  he  is  al- 
lowed to  hold  as  a  Gnecure,  and  to  continue  his. 
rcfidence  at  Lewes^ 

From  this  period  to  the  prefent,  this  infigni^ 
ficant  litde  place  has  exhibited  the  moft  difguft^ 
ing  fcene  of  profl}ga^>  in  all  its  fhades  of  de^ 

Vol.  IIL  a  formity^ 
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fbrmity.  Mr.  Harifoa  had  the  merit  of  inaiia§« 
ing  the  government  infiuencet  in  its  political 
concerns,  without  perfecution ;  but  from  chia 
moment  fcarce  a  feffions,  itffize,  or  term  pafled^ 
without  indiflments  fcv  afiaults,  informations 

« 

againft  pretended  riots,  in  which  the  profecutor^ 
were  always  fure  to  have  been  the  aggreflbrs^ 
indiftments  for  perjury,  robbery,  and  tvcry 
crime  which  malicious  ingenuity  could  give  a 
colourable  pretence  of  inftigating.  The  ex- 
pence  and  ruin  brought  on  individuals  by  thefc 
means  is  inconceivable,  independent  of  the  dis- 
grace and  mifery  that  the  moft  innocent  muft 
fufifer,  from  the  >nfamy  of  fuch  proceedings. 

In  oppofition  to  the  treafury  influence,  and 
to  thefe  meafures  of  iniquity,  Mr.  James  Hur^ 
dis,  a  gentleman  of  independent  fortune,  incor^- 
ruptiblc  integrity,  and  poflefBng  a  mind  preg- 
nant with  the  nx>il  amiable  qualities,  at  his  own 
private  expence,  not  only  oppofed  the  torrent  of 
corruption,  which,  like  a  whirlwind,  was  fwallow- 
ing  every  thing  in  its  vortex,  but,  with  a  bene- 
volence correfponding  with  his  fuperior  virtues, 
b^ame  the  advocate  of  the  opprefled,  and  in 
the  language  of  the  inimitable  Gray, 

".The  litdc  tyrant  of  his  fields  withftood.'* 

•*  Ths. 


1r<>  this  village  Hsimden,  the  author,  with 
grateful  pride,  acknowledges  his  obligations ;  to 
his  humanity  whole  families  owe  their  exiftence; 
ko  his  liberdity  the  impoverifhed  vi£lini  of 
tyranny  owes  his  tefciie  from  the  jaws  of  a  pri- 
fon ;  but  in  his  praife  thie  higheft  panegyrick 
Would  exfaauft  itfelf  iii  vain,  for  he  has  a  fenfibi* 
lity  whith  is  its  own  reward. 

With  Mn  Hurdis,  every  geritleman  of  the 
borough,  except  the  thre^  pcnfioned  jurats,  had 
the  honour  to  aQ,  who  vainly  imagined^  that 
it  was  pofiible  to  preferve  fuch  a  handful  of 
Voters  from  the  influence  of  venality ;  fcarce  a 
week  however  pafled,  without  fome  one  being 
detached  from  aiidongft  the  inferior  part  of  their 
intereft.  The  mode  of  corrupting  thefe  people 
was,  by  advancing  each  individual  .a  fum  of  mo« 

« 

ney  (not  lefs  than  fifty  pounds)  upon  bond ;  of 

« 

whom,  while  they  continued  obfequious  to  their 
di£lator>  neither  principal  nor  intereft  was  de- 
manded ;  but  the  moment  one  of  thofe  iinfortu^ 
nate  men  prefumed  to  exercife  a  will  of  his  own^ 
the  bond  was  exaCked  with  unexampled  rigour. 
Another  engine  of  undue  influi^nce  is^  t)ie  number 

i  2  of 
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of  cuftom^houfe  and  (inecure  places^  in  the  gifk 
of  the  patron  of  this  borough. 

Our  readers  will  naturally  be  led  to  imagine^ 
from  the  number  of  tide-waiters^  boatmen^  &c. 
who  refide  here^  that  there  muft  be  a  harbour 
commodious  for  {hipping;  that  the  imports  and 
exports  muft  be  grcat^  and  the  revenues  arifing 
from  them  to  government  proportionable  there- 
to.; but  fo  far  is  this  from  being  the  real  (itua- 
tion  of  the  place,  that  the  only  bufinefs  done  here 
throughout  the  whole  year^  is  the  difcharging  one 
folitary  cargo  of  coals.  Newhaven^  which  is  a 
confiderable  port,  where  much  bufinefs  is  done, 
with  a  third  part  of  the  number  of  officers,  is  only 
four  miles  diftant  from  hence ;  a  convincing  proof 
that  thefe  Vermin  are  fufFered  to  feed  on  the 
earnings  of  the  laborious  part  of  the  public,  only 
becaufe  their  influence  may  have  fome  weight  at 
the  'ele£lion  of  the  treafury  members.  The  pa« 
tronage  of  the  cuftom-houfe  at  Newhaven,  on  ac- 
count of  its  vicinity,  is  added  as  an  appendage  to 
the  treafury  agent  of  this  place. 

The  revenue  offices  of  Rotten  Dean,   Eaft 
Bean,  and  the  cuftom-hbufe  of  Eaft  Bourne,  are 

alfo 
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alfo  fupplied  with  placemen  from  amongft  the 
ele£lors  of  this  place. 

Mr.  Harben  being  dill  unable,  yvkh  all  his 
influence,  to  afcertain  a  ftrength  that  would  con- 
ftitute  a  majority  of  the  eleftors,  had  recourfe  to 
-a  new  expedient,  which  was  not  only  .contrary  to 
the  charter  of  the  borough,  but  to  its  cuftom^ 
praftice,  and  conftitution ;  this  was,  to  create 
nineteen  wm-rejident  freemen^  which  Mr.  Harbeft 
and  his  advifers  were  weak  enough  to  believe, 
would  inveft  them  with  the  rights  of  eledion. 
A  meeting  of  the  corporation  was  accordingly 
convened,  at  an  ale-houfe  in  the  borough,  when 
the  following  perfons  were  admitted  to  their 
freedom : 

1 .  Hon.  Charles  Lenox,  nephew  to  the  duke 
of  Richmond. 

2.  Robert  Steele,  Efq.  brother  to  the  fecrctary 
of  the  trcafury. 

3.  Walker  Goldfmith,  brother  to  one  of  the 
jurats. 

4.  Henry  Chambers,  ditto. 

5.  Nathaniel  Pain,  ditto. 

6»  Henry  Plaifted,  brother  in  law  to  Harben. 

i  3  7.  Harry 
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y.  Harry  Plaifted,  coufm  to  Harbeft, 

8.  James  Harbcn,  brothcf  td  ditto. 

9.  Robe|t  Rofam. 

10.  Rev.  William  <5 Wynne,  of  Lcw«. 

11.  Rev.  Arthur  Iredcl,  a  relation  of  ferjcani 
Kempe. 

12^  William  Green,  a  magiftrate  at  Lcwc?i^ 
and  crier  of  the  court  pf  K.ing*«  ^Rch. 

13.  Charles  Gilbert. 

14.  Philip  MighilU 

15.  John  Coggan. 

16.  James  Brooke,  brother  in  law  tp  one  ^ 
the  jurats. 

17.  Gabriel  Burrowes,  father  to  the  ovc^ccr. 

J  8.  Richard  Talnaage,  an  itinerant  carpenter, 
1 9.  Richard  Thatcher,  brother  in  law  to  thf 
town  cler^. 

Soon  after  whiph  were  added  the  following : 
ao.  Right  Hon.  WilUam  Pitt ! !  1 

21.  Duke  of  Richmond !!  I 

22.  John  Young,  a  jack-afs  driver. 

23.  WiHiam  Chambers,  brother  to  two  of  the 
jurats. 

The  jurats  in  the  above  lift  were  ndn-refi- 

dents,  and  felefled  from  different  parts  pf  the 

Idngdom. 

The 


The  refidcnt  freemen  and  jurats,  forming  a  lift 
equally  curious>  it  may  not  be  amifs  tq  add  theni 
in  this  place. 

JURATS. 

1.  Thomas  Chambers,  baililF,  fupervifor  of  the 
riding  officers,  150  U  per  annum. 

2.  James  Chambers,  brother  to  the  former* 

3r  William  Chambers,  ditto,  a  patent  waiter 
in  the  cuftoms  of  the  port  of  London,  150!.  per 
amium,  refides  at  Bletchingdon,  and  carries  on 
the  bufinefs  of  a  farmer, 

4.  Thomas  H^rben,  who  refides  at  Lewes,  has 
the  public  taxes  paid  into  his  bank,  and  his  tW9 
ddeft  ibn$  have  places  worth  Sool«  per  annum. 

5*  Puke  of  Richmond,  mafler  general  of  the 
ordnance,  &c.  &c.  S^c,  vho  never  was  within  the 
borough  but  once. 

6.  Lancelot  Harifon,  refiding  at  Brighthelm- 
(tone,  comptroller  of  cloth  and  petty  cufloms  in 
the  port  of  London,  20q1.  per  annum, 

7.  Robert  Stone,  a  tenant  of  lord  Pelham* 

FREEMEN, 

8.  Sir  James  Peachey,  mafler  of  the  robes  to 

the  king. 

^4  9.  Chatfield 
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9.  Ch^tfield  Turner,  town  clerk,  who  refides  at 
Lewes,  and  is  faid  to  be  a  rider,  at  100 1.  per  an-- 
num,  upon  a  revenue  officer. 

10.  Thomas  H.  Harben,  jfbn  of  the  jurat,  and 
coUedor  of  ftamp-duties,  600 1.  per  annum. 

11.  Jofeph  Stevens^  mate  of  the  revenue  boat^ 
60I.  per  annum,  but  a  landfman. 

I  a.  Charles  Wood,  a  fuperannuated  revenue 
officer,  who  has  religned  his  pay  to  be  maintained 
by  the  parifh. 

13.  Henry  Bean,  a  riding  officer,  60].  per 

annum. 

14.  William  fiaker,  ditto,  and  brother-in-law 
to  the  bailiff. 

15.  Thomas  Wood,  a  boat-man,  30 1.  per 
annum. 

16.  John  Wood,  fen.  nicknamed  Roper,  a 
boat-man,  30 1,  per  annum,  and  bully  to  the  cor« 
poration. 

17.  John  Hood,  a  fchoolmafter,  and  an  boned 
man. 

1 8.  Thomas  Hughes,  a  fuperannuated  boat* 
man. 

19.  Samuel  Sage,  fen.  a  broken  tide-waiter^ 
and  beggar-whipper  to  the  magiftrates. 

3Q.  Thomas  Holman,  an  induftrious  labourer. 

21.  Robert 
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^r.  Robert  Spearman  Bates^  a  well  known 
Eaft-India  captam,  refident  at  Lymington. 

22.  Thomas  Simmons^  a  bricklayer^  and  a 
boatman,  30 L  per  annum. 
:    23.  William  Simmons^  father  to  the  former* 
.    24.  John  Simmons. 

25.  William  Wood,  fon  to  John  Wood,  4 
bum-bailifi;  nicknamed  Tippler. 

sl6»  William  Harmer^jun.  CO w«.boy. 

27.  Henry  Putland^  a  drunken  diforderly  fd* 
low. 

28.  John  Wood,  jun.  brother  to  Tip{der» 

29.  Thomas  Verral. 

30.  John  Gorringe,  the  perfon  reprimanded 
by  the  committee  of  the  houfe  of  commons  for 
prevarication. 

31.  Arthur  Hughes,  fon  to  Thomas  Hughes. 

32.  Jofeph  Stevens,  jun.  fon  to  the  man. 
No.  II. 

33.  William  Hide,  nicknamed  Turpin,  aC- 
iiftant  to  Chambers  the  bailifT,  3oh  per  annum. 

34.  Mr.  Seijeant  Kempe,  recorder  of  thi^  bo- 
rough. 

Thb  intereft  of  Mr.  Harben,  with  the  af- 
fidance  of  fo  many  non-refident  freemen,  net 

being 


being  yet  deemed  fccure^  another  expedient  was 
reforted  to.  Twenty-fix  peribns,  moft  of  whom 
#ere  in  the  employment  of  Mr.  Harben,  as 
diggers  of  chalk,  at  eight  (hillings  per  week  each, 
we^  brought  into  the  borough  on  the  eye.  of 
Chriftmas  day,  1789 ;  when,  a  new  poQr  rate  be- 
ing made  the  fame  evening,  every  one  pf  them 
were  taxed  for  fuch  houfes  as  were  occupied  by 
widows,  cuftom  houfe  ofllicers  who  coulcil  qot 
YOte,  of  firemen  whom  they  prefumed  had  a  righ| 
pf  fuffrages  by  virtue  of  their  freedom ;  and  gno 
was  rat^  |br  the  poor  houfe  of  the  pariflv 

Thbsb  twenty-fix  chalk  diggers,  together  witl\ 
tSte  twepty-ftiur  non-refidcnt  freemen,  making 
together  fifty  furreptitious  votes,  amounted  t^ 
more  than  half  of  the  whole  number  of  ^gal 
debtors  in  the  borough  |  aqd  if  a  returning  ofikei- 
coqld  be  found  to  admit  perfons  of  fuch  de« 
IctSpdons  to  poll,  little  doubt  could  he  now  en- 
tesftained  of  the  treafury  psjrty  fucceediQg  at  the 
unfiling  eIe(£^ion,  a^  far  at  leaft  a^  pt^taiqiin^  the 
letum^ 

Thb  di^lution  of  parliament  happened  tct 
ifpl  take  place  feventan  days  befiore  the  Jix  immiia 
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9i0Mnu^  tequired  by  the  ftatute  of  16  George  III, 
^hap«  100^  was  epinpleted ;  in  confequence  f>f 
ivhich  the  treafury  jupto  fqund  themfelyes  io- 
volved  in  whfkC  appear^  to  be  an  infurmounta. 
btfc  diletntm.  The  craft  and  contrivance  of  thei| 
tnauiagitr$>  howeve|:»  hit  upon  n  fcheme  for  extri* 
grating  them.  The  returning  officer  wa$  not 
fsompepcd^  by  law,  to  proceed  to  eIe£^ioR  till  the 
eighth  day  ^fter  proclamatiofij  which  happening 
%o  be  Saturday,  an  adjournment  took  place  till 
Monday  I  which  tnanoeuiqne  carfiefl  them  over 
|o  the  tenth  day,  when  it  wiis  agreed  to  dlfpofe 
pf  the  reinaimnji  feveii  in  the  MoMring  manner. 

Thb  candidates  to  infiH  on  the  fix  oaths  re* 
fjuired  by  ftatute  *,  being  adminiftered  to  each 
voter,  which  would  ta|ce  up  half  an  hour  in  i^-. 
peating  by  each  indiyidusiL 

Tif S  candidate^  and  the  counfel  to  obje£l  to 
every  S0ttx^  obj(:<ftipnabie  pr  not,  and  to  make  a 
||)eech  of  ba|f  an  htnif  each  oii  hi$  ineligibility  ^ 

^  l«  Qttb  pf  iOegiance.  a.  path  of  fupreinacy.  3.  De- 
daradon  cf  teft.  4.  Ot^  of  abjamtiOki,  t.  Oath  of  itK- 
dcnce,    6.  Bribery  oath. 

J  which 
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which  mode  would  occupy  one  hour  and  a  halT 
more  upon  each  vote  feparately. 

Under  thefe  obftacles^  it  was  deemed  impofli* 
ble  to  poll  more  than  four  votes  each  day,  till 
the  feven  days  were  expired ;  at  which  time  the 
fix  and  twenty  chalk  diggers  might  be  brought 
forward^  and  polled,  as  having  completed  their 
fix  months  refidence- 

This  plan  was  aSually  put  in  prafiice,  and 
this  ridiculous  and  reproachful  farce  was  abfcK 
lately  played  off  for  the  whole  feven  days. 

The  fcene  exhibited,  candidates  fpeaking 
againft  time,  counfel  pleading  againft  law, 
clergymen  abjuring  popery,  and  the  innnaculate 
cleQors  of  Seaford  purging  themfelves  of  bri« 
bery  and  corruption. 

The  feven  days  being  at  lad  got  over  by  this 
management,  the  fix  and  twenty  chalk  diggers 
were  brought  forward  on  the  eighth  day,  and 
every  one  of  whom  were  admitted  to  poll,  and 
received  as  good  voUs^  by  the  returning  officer. 

Fourteen 
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FotTRTEEN  of  thc  votcfs  in  Mr.  Pdham's  in* 
tereft  were  rejeded ;  nine  houfekeepers,  who  had 
lived  feveral  years  in  the  borough^  but  whofe  po- 
litical fentiments  not  correfponding  with  thofe 
of  the  pariih  officers^  had  not  been  afiefled  to 
the  poor  rate,  though  they  had  frequently  ap- 
pealed to  the  Seaford  feflions  to  be  admitted  to 
pay  their  taxes  j  four  for  not  having  their  names 
marked  in  the  poor  book,  as  having  paid  the 
lafl  rate,  one  of  whom  was  a  gentleman  poU 
felling  at  lead  a  thoufand  pounds  per  annum  pro- 
perty, and  who  had  been  a  houfekeeper  fix  and 
twenty  years  in  the  place ;  and  one  for  having 
moved  oui  o/an  old  rejidenee  into  a  new  one  ftnce  the 
making  of  the  poor  rate. 

The  poll,  thus  favoured  on  one  fide,  and  firm- 
tinized  on  the  other,  appeared  to  contain  the 
following  numbers : 

For  the  minifterial  candidates, 
John  Sargent,  £fq.     92 
R.  P.  Joddrell,  Efq.   91 

For  the  oppofition  candidates. 

Sir  Godfrey  Webfter    48 
John  Tarleton,  Efq.      48 

A  PETU 


i4i  txAioiH'^ 

A  PETITION  wai  prelented  to  parliameht  bjr 
feii:  GwJfrcy  Wcbfter  imd  Mr.  Tarlctoh,  immts^ 
fliateiy  oh  its  mcctiagi  complaining  ot  the  above 
ietum^  and  the  partiality  of  the  retUrnitig  of. 
£cer,  &Ci  ^hu^h  did  ndt  come  to  a  hearing  till 
March  laft ;  when  the  t  wenty^fbur  non*refident 
lireetnen^  an4  the  twenty-fix  chalk  digger$>  were 
declaimed  bad  vdtcSi  and  ordered  to  be  ftruck 
frotti  off  the  poll»  without  fubje3ing  the  peti^ 
tioner$  to  the  trouble  df  examining  a  fingle 
witnefs^ 

The  poll  of  Sirgent  and  Joddrell  wa$  now  fe^ 
duced  to  forty^wo  and  foity^ne ;  and  the  peti^ 
tioners  proceeded  to  add  nine  to  theii*  0wh  polI# 
who  were  houfekeepers  within  the  borough^  and 
though  not  aflTciTed  to  the  poor  rate^  had  paid  the 
church  and  king's  taxes,  and  had  appealed  againft 
all  the  poor  rates  which  had  been  made  for  feve^ 
ral  years,  in  confequence  of  their  names  having 
been  omitted*  It  appeared,  however,  that  their 
laft  appeal,  either  by  miftake  or  neika^  had  not 
been  entered  on  the  record  of  the  feffions^  the 
committee  refufed  to  heaf  evidence  to  prove 
their  rateabiltty. 

The 
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The  couofel  for  the  petitioners  next  attempted 
10  eftaUifii  the  four  votes  who  had  been  rejeOed 
for  HOC  paying  to  die  laft  rate»  preceding  the 
clefiion  to  which  they  had  been  aflefled.  The 
committee,  however^. contrary  to  general  4^xpec« 
tation,  refufed  to  allow  them. 

Th£  laft  attempt  of  the  petitioners  was,  to  ef« 
tablifh  the  vote  of  the  man  who  had  been  rejeO^ 
ed  by  the  returning  officer,  for  having  changed 
his  dwelling-houfe  between  the  time  of  making 
the  rate  and  the  6le6Uon.    In  this  they  fuc« 

« 

ceeded* 

The  fitting  members  now  opened  their  cafe^ 
and  objedled  to  nineteen  votes  of  the  petitioners, 
upon  grounds  which  appeared  fo  very  frivo* 
tons,  that  had  complete  evidence  been  brought 
up  to  eftablifli  their  validity,  the  author  is  per^* 
fiiaded,  that  not  one  of  them  could  have  been 
deemed  ineligible^  however,  upon  f«mnii|g 
up  the  evidence,  the  committee  determined 
againft  feven  of  them,  which  put  one  of  the  fit^ 
ting  members  upon  an  equality  with  one  of  -the 
petitioners,  and  loli  Sir  Godfrey  Webfter  bh 
feat. 

One 


'    One  of  the  eIe3ors  having  polled  tor  SAt^ 

•  •  • 

gent  and  Tarleton,  and  a  fecond  for  Webfteir 
only,  the  latter  was  one  of  the  votes  diiallowed 
by  the  committee,  which  gave  the  majority  of 
mte  to  Sargent  and  Tarleton. 

The  committee,  therefore,  reported  to  the 
houfe,  on  the  19th  March,  1792, 

r 

I 

«  That  John  Sargent,  Efq.  one  of  the  fitting 
members,  and  John  Tarleton,  Efq.  one  of  the 
petitioners,  were  duly  elefted." 

The  committee,  at  the  fame  time,  reported 
ipecially, 

««  That  the  right  of  eleftion  for  the  port  and 
borough  of  Seaford,  in  the  county  of  Suflex,  is 
in  the  inhabitants  houfe-keepers  of  the  laid 
town  and  port,  paying  fcot  and  lot,  and  in  ibe» 

By  this  laft  refolution,  the  corporation,  con- 

fifting  of  a  bailiff,  jurats,  and  freemen,  which  Mr* 

Harben,  with  fo  much  difficulty  and  expence. 

6  had 


I 
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had  attached  to  his  int^reft^  are  intirely  fliut  out 
from  all  eiledion  rights  within  the  bc^ough  of 
Seaford,  and  the  privilege  is  vetted  where  the 
conftitution  originally  placed  it ;  in  the  inhabit 
tants  houfekeepers^  paying  fcot  and  and  lot. 

Th£  right  hon.  Thomas  Pelham,  who  iftay 
now  be  confidered  ts  the  patron  of  this 
borough,  both  from  the  influence  oJF  property^ 
and  the  perfonal  affeflions  of  the  people,  might, 

•  •  •  • 

at  any  period,  have  fupplanted  that  of  Mr.  Har- 

•  •  • 

ben,  had  he  condefcended  to  have  recourfe  to 
the  fame  means. 

ThS  corporation,  to  the  author's  own  know- 
ledge, ipade  an  offer  of  their  fervices  to  Mr. 
Pelham,  which  that  gentleman  never  honoured 
with  an  anfwer. 

Mr.  Har  ben,  fince  he  has  fuperfeded  Mr. 
Harifon  in  the  confidence  of  the  treafury,  has 
had  the  recommendation  to  places  in  the  gift  of 
government,  to  the  amount  of  near  two  thoufand 
pounds  per  annum.  Amongft  the  perfons  moft^ 
favoured  are  his  own  fons,  and  Weft,  Martin, 
and  Burrowes,  the  overfeers,  who  were  the 
Vol.  III.  k  framers 
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framers  of  the  poor  rates  which  have  been  the 
fubjed  of  fo  much  litigation^  expence,  and  op- 
preifion* 

Right  of  Election. 

Resolveb^  that  the  bailifFJurats^  and  freemen^ 
have  mt  only  voices  in  eleflions^  but  that  the 
eIe6lion  is  in  th^  populacy.     xoth  Feb.  1670. 

That  by  the  word  populacy  is  meant,  inhabi- 
tants houfe-keepers,  paying  fcot  and  lot.  Dec. 
15^  1761. 

.  To  refufe  the  admiffion  of  evidence^  in  order 
to  fhew,  that  in  the  above  determinations  of  the 
houfe,  the  words  *'  bailiff,  jurats,  and  freemen/' 
mean  *'  (uch  bailiff,  jurats,  and  freemen  only, 
as  are  refident  within  the  faid  town  and  ]^ort." 
10  Dec.  J  761. 

That  the  right  of  eledion  is  in  the  inhabit 
tants  houfe-keepers  of  the  faid  town  and  port, 
paying  fcot  and  lot,  and  in  them  only.  J  9  March, 
179a. 

NttM- 


(   4i    ) 


^      Cbuntiei,  Cities/and  Whenliril  Whca  When' 

Boroughs.   '  fummoned.        difcontinued.  reftorcd. 


Fanbam      -      -  -  34  Edw.  I.      36  Edw.  I. 

Odibam      -      -  .  -  28  Edw- 1.         Ditto 

Ovirton        .     .  -  23  Edw.  1.        2  Edw:  II.  ^ 

Winchefter    •     -  -  Ditto 

Soathaxnpton      -  -  Ditto 

Fortfinontji    -      -  .  Ditto 

Yarmouth    .     «  <.  Ditto  24  Edw.  I.      27  Eliz. 

Newport    ...  -  23  EdiV.  I.      44  Edw»  I,      43  Eliss. 

New  Town    -    -  -  27  Eliz. 

Petersfield    -     -  -  35  Edw.  I.      l^  Edw.  I.      i  Edw.  VI.  ] 

Stockbridge    -     «  -  i  Eliz. 

Chriftcharch    *    -  -  13  Eliz. 

Lymugton    -    -  -  27  Eliz. 

Whitchurch      *  -  Ditto 

Andove^     -      -  ^  23  Edw.  I.      1  Edw.  II.      27  Elis. 


Brvwfori  -    -    .    -  33  Edw.  I.  34  Edw.  I. 

Ledbury       -        -       '^  23  Edw.  I.  Ditto 

Rofi 33  Edw.  I.  Ditto 

Hereford    .    •    -    .  23  Edw.  I. 

Leominfter    -    •     -  Ditto 

Weobly      -'-    -    -  Ditto  lEdw.H.      15  Char.  I. 


Hertfordshirb. 

Serkbamfiead      -  -  iiBdw.III.  15  Edw.  III. 

Stftiford     -     *  -       4  Edw.  II.  Ditto 

St.  Albans     -    -  -  35  Edw.  I.  6  Edw.  III.      I  Edw.  VI. 

Hertford    -    *    •  -  23  Edwi  I.  Ditto         '2t  James  I. 


HuNTINGDOlfflllRfi. 

Huntingdon    -    -    -    -    23  Edw.  !• 


(     44    ,) 


Cotmties,  Cities,  and 
Boroughs. 


Whcnfiril 
fummonedi 


Kbmt. 
Gratminch    •      « 

Canterbury 
Rochefter    -     » 
MaidAone 
Queenborough 


4&ePh.&M. 

Ditto 

Ditto 
Edw.  VI. 
13.  Eliz. 


When  dif- 
coBtinned. 


6  Ph.  k  M. 
24  Edw.  L 


When 
reftored; 


Q^Mary.        2  Eliz* 


XiANCASHlRB* 

Mancbeftir 

Lancaftcr    - 
Newtown 
Wigan    - 
Cliuieroe     - 
Liverpool 
Prefton      - 


.    •  Commbnw* 

•  ^3  Edw,  I. 
.      -       1  Eliz. 

.    «  23  Edw.  I. 
.      .      I  Eliz. 

.  23  Edw.  !• 
Ditto 


S  Edw.ni. 
36  Edw.  I. 

35  Edw.  L 
2  Edw.  U. 


I  Edw.  VI. 
Ditto 

Ditto 
Ditto 


Leicestershire. 
Melton  Mcwtray    -    -     1 1  Edw. III.    izEdw.III* 
Leicefter    -    -    .    -    23  Edw.  I. 


Lincolnshire. 


SpMing 
WaynJUet 

Lincoln 
Softon     ^ 
Grimfby 
Stamford 
Gnuitfaam 


a    -    - 


II Edw. m.  1 2 Edw. m. 

Ditto  Ditto 


49  Hen.  IIL 
1 1  Edw.  III. 
23  Edw«  I. 

Ditto 
2  Edw.  IV. 


27  Edw.UL 
11  Edw.  III. 


I  Edw.  VI, 
Ditto 


Ml 


DDLBSBX. 


London 
Weftminftcr 


«    49  Hen.  IIL 
-      lEdw.VIt 


CottOtief,  Cities^  and 
Boroughs. 


(    39    1 

When  fira 
fummoncd 


When  air. 

continued.^ 


When 

reftored. 


St.  Michad 
Newport     - 
St.  Mawe's 
Callington 


6Edw-VI. 
Ditto 
5  Eliz. 
27  Eliz. 


Cumberland. 

EgnmoHt    •     -     -    -    a  J  £dw.  !•       24  Exiw.  I. 


Carlifle     - 
Cockermouth 


Ditto 
DiUo 


i7Edwr.IV.^    33Hcn,VIII 
24£dw.I.       j6Cha*L 


Derbtsrxbb. 
Derby     - 


Ditto  17Edw.IV.    33Hcn.VIIl 


Devonshire. 

Bradnejbam 

Qrediton 

Exmouih 

Trimiugtau 

Liddefori     - 

Modluty 

S9uth  Moulton 

^eignmoutb 

Torringtw 

Exeter     - 

Totncfs     - 

Plymoath     - 

Oakhampton 

fiamftaple 

Flymptun 

Honiton    - 

Taviftock 

Afhburton 

Dartmouth 

Berealfton 

Tiverton    • 


6Edw.n. 
35  Edw.  I. 
14  Edw.IIl. 

6  Edw.  UI. 
28  Edw.  L 
34  Edw.  I. 
30  Edw.  I. 
14  Edw.  III. 
23  Edw.  I. 

Ditto 

Ditto 
26  Edw.  I. 
28  Edw.  I. 
23  Edw.  I. 

Ditto 
28  Edw.  r. 
23  Edw.  L 

26  Edw.  I. 
Ditto 

27  Eliz. 
18  James  L 


7  Edw.  If. 
36  Edw.  I. 
15  Edw.  III. 

7  Edw.  III. 

30  Edw  J  I. 
35  Edw.  I. 

3 1  Edw.  I. 
ic  Edw.IIl. 
45  ^dw.  HI. 

17  Edw*  IV. 
Ditto 

7  Edw.  n. 

Ditto 

17  Edw.  IV. 

Ditto 
4  Edw.  II. 

17  Edw.  IV. 

8  Hen.  IV. 
17Kdw.IV. 


I  Edw.  IV. 
Ditto 
20  Hen.  VI. 
i6Cha.I. 

I  Edw.  VI. 
Ditto 
i6Cha.I. 

I  Edw.  VI. 
i6Cha.L 

lEdw.VL 


Counties.  Cities,  ind  Whcnfirft       ,^.  Whcfa  When 


Boroughs. 


Do&SETSRI&B. 


Blandfiri    .    -    -    -     23  Edw.  I.       izEdwT.III. 

Winhom 

Sbirborn     -     -    -    -     n  Edw.  III.     x  2  Edw,  111. 

Mihon 
Bere  Regh 

Poole HEdw.ra.    42Edw.ni.    5»^cn.VT, 

Dorchcfter     -     -  -  23  Edw:  L       17  Edw.  IV.     lEdw.Vr, 

lymc  Regis     -    -  -        Ditto               Ditto           DiHo 

Weymouth    -     -  -  12  Edw.  II,   , 

Mclcomb  Regis    -'  -  33  Edw.  L 

Bridport     .     -    -  -  21  Edw,  III. 

Shaftlbury     -      -  -  23  Edw.  I. 

Warcham    -    .    -  -  30  Edw.  I. 

CorfcCaiUe     -    -  -  hEUz, 

DunHAM  CouNTt.         31  Cha.  IL 
City  of  Durham    •    -        Ditto 

Essex, 

Chelmsford     -      -     -     11  Edw.  III.     iiEdw.UI. 

Maiden      -     -     -     -       2Edw.III. 

Harwich     -    -    -    -     17  Edw.  III.     18  Edw,  HI.    I  ;s  James  I, 

Colchciler     -     -     -    23  Edw,  I. 

Gloucestershire^ 

Gloncciler     -    -    -    -    Ditto 
Cirenccfter    -     -    -     -     13  Eliz. 
Tewkelbury    •      -      -      7  James  I. 

Hampshxrb* 

Alresfori     ...    23  Edw.  L      35  Edw.  I. 
Alton      .       •      -     -        Ditto  4  ^<lw.  II. 

BafingSoh    -      -     -       Ditto  Ditto 


B      L      £ 


OF    THE 


COUNTIES,  CITIES,  and  BOROUGHS, 


O    F 


GREAT  BRITAIN; 

SHEWING  the  Period  at  which  each  City  and  Borough 
fird  Tent  Members  to  Parliament ;  the  Names  of  tbofe 
Places  which  have  loft  that  invaluable  Privilege ;  the  Tiqie 
tliat  each  of  the  exifting  Boroughs  have  beep  deprived  of 
their  exclufive  Rights ;  and  the  different  {(.eigns  in  which 
they  have  been  reftored. 

N.  B.  The  Names  printed  in  Italic  are  the  obfolete 
Boroughs. 


Counties,  Citiet,  an4  When  firft        When  difcon-     When  reftor- 

Borough|.  fummoae<|.  .  tinned  ed. 


Bedkoroshirb. 

IhtnfiaUi     •       r      -       4  Edw.  II. 
Bedford     -    -    t    -    23  Edw.  I. 


Bbrkshirb. 

Nrwbenj     r 

-    30  Edw*  !• 

nE4w.iii. 

Windfor     -    .    - 
Reading     -    -    - 
Wallinpford    -    - 

-  Ditto 

-  23  Edw.  I. 

-  Ditto 

.    11  Edw.  III. 

[    E    1 

1 4  Edw.  in. 

1 2  Edw.  III. 

• 

7  Edw.  IV. 
4&5W.&M. 

(    3«    ) 


Countiet,  Cities^  and 
Boroughs. 

Wheo  firft 
fummoncd. 

.       WhcD 
dlfcontuiucd. 

When 

reftored.    • 

Buckinghamshire. 

Buckingham 
Wycomb      -    - 
Ayleftury     -      -     - 
Agmondelham     -     - 
Wcndovcr      -     -     • 
Marlow    -    -    -     - 

t 

11  Edw.  in. 

28  Edw.  I. 

I  Mary 
28  Edw.  I. 

Ditto 

Diuo 

r 

irEdw.HI.* 
1 7  Edw.  IV. 

2  Edw.  II. 
Ditto 
Ditto 

«          * 

36H.Vlir. 
33  H.  VIII. 

21  James  I. 
pitto 

Ditto 

Camridgesbirb.  . 

Ely 23  Edw.  I.      27Edw.III. 

Wijheacb     .     -     .     * 

Cambridge  Univcrrity       i  James  I. 

Town     -    23  Edw.  I.      17  Edw. IV.    33H.Vin. 


Chrsbirb* 

Chefler 


I  Edw.VI. 
Ditto 


CoEffWALL. 

Ttlurtm 

Launceflon 
Lcikard    -     . 
Lcftwithiel 
Truro     - 
Bodmin  "     - 
Hclfton    . 
Saltafh      - 
Camel  ford 
Wcftlooc    - 
Graropound 
EafUooe     - 
Pcnryn 
Trcgoncy 
Bofliney     . 
St.  Ives     - 
Fowcy 

St*  Germains 


.     II  Edw. III.    12  Edw. III. 


23  Edw.  I. 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
6  Edw.  VI. 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
14  Edw.  III. 
1  Mary 
23  Edw.  I. 
6  Edw.  VI. 
4&CP.&M. 
14  Edw.  Ill, 
%  Elis. 


17  Edw.  IV. 

I  Edw.  VI. 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 

14  Edw.  III. 
35  Edw.  I. 


13  Eliz. 
I  Eliz. 


14  Edw.  III.    13  Elia. 


<    47   ) 


Counties,  Citi«t,  and 
Borough's. 


WOECBSTSRSHIRE. 

£rom/gro*vi      -  - 

Dji^         .     .  . 

KidJimdnfter  -  - 

Ffrjb^rt      -     -  - 

Worccftcr       -  - 

Droitwkh       -  - 

Eveibam          -  - 

Bewdley     «    .  , 


When  firft  When 

{timmoned.       difcontinued. 


23  £dw.  !• 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 

Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Jac.  I, 


24  £dw.  I. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 


S  Edw.  II. 
24  Edw.'L 


Whett 
Teftored« 


I  JacL 


Yorkshire. 

DoMcaftir    -  - 

Jirvale      -  - 

FickertHg    -  - 

.  Ra^en/er    -  - 

TjkbuU       -  . 

Halifax     -  - 

Whitly        -  • 

Zr/i^     ... 


York    .    -    . 
Hull      .    .    . 
Knareiborough 
Scarborough 
Rippon      -    • 

Heydon  -  - 
Boroughbiidge 
Aldborough  - 
Malton  -  - 
Thirik  -  - 
Beverley  -  - 
Northallerton 
Pontefraft 
Richmond 


23  Edw.  I« 

Do. 

Do. 
33  Edw.  I. 
23  Edw.  I. 
Conunonw. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

33  Edw.  I. 

I  Mary 

23  Edw.  I. 

Do. 

Do. 
I  Mary 
5  Ph.  Sc  M. 
23  Edw.  I. 

Do. 
D  o. 

26  Edw.  I. 
23  Edw.  I. 

27  Eliz. 


24  Edw.  !• 

Do 

Do. 
12  Edw.  HI, 
24  Edw.  I. 


34  Edw.  I.       12  Edw.  H, 


24  Edw.  I. 
2  'Bdw.  II. 
24  Edw.  I. 


27  Edw.  I. 
24  Edw.  I. 

1  Edw.  II. 
27  Edw.  I. 
Do. 


I  Edw.  IL 

Edw.  VI. 

I  Edw.  VX- 


Cha.IL 

lEdw.VU 
c  Eliz. 

Cha.n« 
19  Jac  I. 


i    4S    ) 


Counties,  Cities,, and  When  firil  When  WhcA 

Boroughsi.  fuQiinoned.       difcontinued.  reAored. 


C  I  N  QJ]  E    P  O  R  T  S, 

Haftings    -    -    T    -    43Edw^III. 

Dover        -    -    -    -         Do, 

Sandwich        -    -    -         Do.  30  Edw,  T. 

Hythc       -     -    1    .         Do.  16  Edw.  If. 

New  Romney       -    -         Do.  19  Edw.  II. 

Rye     .    -     -    .-    .    43  Edw.  HI.  iSRic.  II. 

y^inchdielfea  -    ^    *         Do.'  20  Ric.  11. 

Seaford      .  "-    -    -    26  Edw,  I.      27  Edw.  I.        iHen.lV^ 

31  Edw.  I.      16  Car.  L 
17  Edw,  II. 

20  Edw.  II. 
19  Ric.  I  J. 

21  Ric.  II. 
2  Hen.  iV. 

• 

Calais  in  Frfmce.  ^    •    ?7Hpn^  VIII      3  Ph.  8c  M, 


WA^ES. 
Twelve  Counties 


?;s;::BrgL:!  ^'"-^'^^ 


SCOTLAND. 


Thirty  Counties      ->        ^  * 
Fifteen  BoroDghs    -$       ^  ^'^^^ 


By  the  above  Table  it  appears  that  SEVENTY-ONE  boroughs^ 
cxclufive  of  Calais  in  France>  which  formerly  fent  members  to  p^rlisL- 
jnentf  are  now  disfranchifed;  and  that  boroughs  have  been  created  and 
annihilated^  from  the  reign  of  Edward  I.  to  that  of  Charles  II.  at  the 
whim  of  each  fnccefiive  monarch.  We  may  here  be  allowed  to  aflc 
the  enemies  of  reform*  whether  the  conflitution  would  receive  a 
greater  injury  from  the  disfranchifoment  of  Old  Sarum«  Ga^^cqn,^ 
Caftle  Rifine>  or  MidhurU,  than  it  has  at  prefent  fuflained  from  die 
difqualification  of  Leeds  or  Manchefler.  It  furely  becomes  necelTary 
to  aooliih  the  exifling  rotten  boroughs,  or>  according  to  the  argument 
of  onr  opponents,  to  make  the  conilitution  completCj  by  reftoring  the 
fevcnty-one  whkh  have  been  difcontinped. 


t    4S    ) 


Covatiei,  Cuies,  tn4  Whep  Grft              Wh^tt 

Bsrougbs.  fumraoBed.        difcontinucd. 

StBfFord    -     -    -    -  23  Edw.  I. 

Newcaftle  -    -    .    -  27Edw.  III. 

Tamworth-    ^    ^    -  5  £Uz« 

t 

t  * 

Suffolk  County, 

Ipfmch     -      -    .    •  23  Edw.  I. 

Danwich  .      .    •    «  Do. 

Orford  -----  Do. 

Aldborough     -     -    -  13  Eliz. 

Sudbtuy     ^    .    .    «  I  Eliz. 

Eyre 13  Eliz. 

St.  Edmondlbury  ^  ^  4  Jac.  I. 

SuansT  C0UIITT« 

Fmmbam  ^    .    -     .  4  Edw.  11.     38Hen.VL 

Kingftw  i^  nami^  Do.            47  Edw.  IIL 

Southwark 

Bletchinglcy  -    .      -  23  Edw,  I. 

Ryjatc Do. 

Guilford  -     •    .    .  Do. 

Gatton 29  Hen.  VI. 

Hailemere «...    -  27  Eliz, 

Sussex  County, 

Chichcftcr  -    „    -    •  23  Edw.  I. 

Horiham    -    -    •    •  Do. 

Mcdhurft    ....  4  Edw.  II. 

licwes 23  Edw.  I. 

New  Shoreham    -    -  Do. 

Bramber    .    .    -    •  Do.  ' 

Stcjrnine    ...    -  4  Edw.  IL 

Baft  Gnnftcad     -     -  1  Edw.  II. 

Anxndel    -     .    -    .  23  Edw,  I. 


When 

reftorcd* 


1  gdw,  U.       H^n,  YJL 


Edw.  II.      3iHeiuVT. 


Do. 


Do. 
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Counties,  Cities/  and  When  firft  When  When 

Boroughs.  fummoned.       difc^ntinucd.  rcftorcd. 


Warwickshire. 


Coventry    ^    -    -    -    23  Edw.  I.      28  Edw'.  If     '  ^  tiw.  II. 
^  25  Edw.  Ill,    3iHen.VI. 

Warwick   -    •    •    -         Do. 


Westmoreland, 
Appleby     .    -    -    -         Do« 


( 


]WlLTSHXRB, 

Braifwd    -     -    -    -  Do,  24  Edw.  I. 

Mrrr Do.  i  Edw.  JL 

Higbwortb  -    -    -    -     26  Edw.  I.       27  Edw.  IV. 

Salifbory   -     •     -    -     23  Edw.  I. 

Wilton  .    -    -     -    .  Do. 

Pownton   -    -    -    -         Do.  38Edw.Iir.  a  Hen.V. 

2  Hen.V.^  .  20  Hen.  yi% 
Hindon      -    -    -    -    27HcnJVI. 
Heytefbory      -    -    -  Do.    - 

Wcftbury    -    -    -    .  Do. 

Calne 23  Edw.  I.         i  Edw.  II.  34  Edw.  II, 

36  Edw.  III.  2  Ric.  II. 

Devizes      -    .     .    .  Do.  20  Edw.  II.  4  Edw.  III. 

Chippenham    ...  Do.  2  Edw.  II.  Do. 

2Ric.  II.  *    1 2  Hen.  VI, 

Malmefbury    -    -    -         Do.  .   •    • 
Cncklade        ...         Do.               i  Edw.  II.  '  20  Edw.  II. 

21  Edw.  II.         Edw.m. 
Ric.  II.         I  Hen,  IV. 

9  Hen.  V.  Hen.  VI. 

Great  Bedwin       -  ^         Do.  8  Edw.  II.  3^  Edw.UI, 

37  Edw.  in. '  7  Ric.  n. 

lo  Ric.  II.  1  Hen.  IV. 

2  Hen.  IV.  9  Hen.  V. 

Luesrerihall     -    -    -    23  Edw,  1%        4  Edw.  II.  i  Edw.  Ill, 

4  Edw.  III.  9Ric.  n. 

lo  Ric.  n.  9  Hen.  V. 

OldSarum      -    -    -         Do,            24  Edw,  L  3 4 Edw.UI, 
Wotton  Bafiet     -      -    25  Hen.  VI. 
Marlborough  -    •    r    '3  £4w.  I« 
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CowiUts,  Cities,  ^d  Whenfrft  When  dif-        i     When 

fio^oughs.  fttininoned.  continued.  refteredr' 


ii 


MOKMOUTHSHIAB. 

Moniv>iith     -     .    *  Hen.VIII 

•  . .                        .     . 

NoKFoLx  County* 

Norwich     *.    -    -  -  2  j  Edw.  I. 

L3am  Regis     -    -    .  Ditto 

Yarmouth     ...  Ditto 

Thetford    -    -    .    .  lEdw.VI^ 

Caftle  Rifing    ...  5  ?•  &  M. 

• » 

NOKTHAMPTONSHIKE* 

Peterborough      .     -  1  Edw.  VI, 

Northampton      .      -  23  Edw.  I. 

Brackley    -    -    -    .  1  Edw.VL 

Higham  Ferrera    -    -  2&3P.&M, 

NOETHUMBEELAND. 

Bamberg     -    -    -    .  23  Edw.  L       24  Edw.  I, 

Cerhrigg     .     -     -     .  Ditto                Dittp 

Ncwcaftk 

Morpeth    -     *    -    •  i  Q,  Mary 

Berwick     ....  Hen.  VIII. 


Nottinghamshire, 

r 

Nottingham 

Eaft  Retford    -    -   .  9Edw.n,     10  Edw.  II.     la  Elict 

Newark    ....  29Cha.II.  ^ 

OXFOaDSRI&B, 

Bwf^4    -     .     -    .  34E<1«^-I-      35  Edw.  L 

CbipftngNrnw    -    -  28  Edw.  I.      34  Edw.  L 

DoMf^tw     .    .      .  30  Edw.  I.  Ditto 

*rto«y    ....  33  Edw.  I.        5Edw.IL5 
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Coaaiitt,  Cities,  and 
Boroughs. 


Oxford  UniTcrfity 

^ City       - 

Woodftock      -    - 
Banbury     -    -    - 


When  firft 
fummoned. 


James  !• 
23  J^dw.  I. 
30  Edw.  L 
I  Mary 


When  iiiU 
continued. 


When 
reftoied. 


34Ed1r.n        I  Q.  Mary 


tluTLAND8HI&S4 


SjlLOF  County. 

Shrcwftury    - 
Bridgnorth    - 
Ludlow     -     - 
Wenlock    -    - 
Bilhop's  Cafti: 


23  £dv.  L 

Ditto 
1 2  Edw.  IV. 

Ditto 
15  Elie. 


St>M£RS£TSHIRE» 

Oxtridgi    -    - 
Chord    -    -     - 
Dunfter    -     - 
Glajioniurj    - 
Langfort     -    - 
Montacuti 
Stoke  Curty    - 
Wotcbef    -     - 
Wen     -    -     - 


fc  m 


Briftol     - 
Bath    -    ^ 
WeUs    . 
Tawnton    - 
Biidfncwater 
Minehcad 
Ikhcfter     - 


MiU:^meFort 


23  Edw.  I. 
28  Edw.  I. 
34  Edw.  III. 
1 2  Edw.  III. 

33  Edw.  I. 
Ditt6 

34  EdWi  IIL 
30  Edw.  I. 
34  Edw.  I. 

23  Edw.  I. 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 
I  Eliz. 
23  Edw.  t. 


.    26  Edw.  I* 


17  Edw.  m. 
3  Edw.  m. 

35  EdW.  III. 
13  Edw.  m. 

36  Edw.  I. 

34  Edw.  I. 

35  Edw.  III. 
31  Edw.  I. 

36  Edw.  I. 


12  Edw.  III. 

13  Edw.  IV. 
35  Edw.  I. 


12Edw.lv, 
18  Jac.  I. 
ijCha.!. 


STArFOlLDBHI&li* 


litchfitU    •     -     a    33Edw.I«     tj'EAir.HL       Edw.Vt 


St  il  FORD.  f47 


NuMBBKOF  Voters^ 
Eighty-three. 

Returning  officer. 

The  bailiff;  who  ought  to  be  chofen  by  the 
tenants  and  inhabitants,  refident  and  abidii^»on 
Michaelmas-day  in  every  yean 

Patron. 

Disputed  between  the  right  hon.  Thomas 
Pelham  and  the  treafury. 

Ancient  State. 

Seaford  was  formerly  a  large  town,  and  had 
four  churches  and  chapels,  till  it  was  burnt  by 
the  enemy.  It  is  now  only  a  fmall  (ifliing  place^ 
defended  by  a  weak  fort,  ere£led  rather  for 
political  than  military  purpofes* 

This  place  having  fent  members  26  and  30 
Edward  I.  16  and  19  Edward  II.  18,  20» 
and  21   Richard  II.  and    i   Edward  IV.  not 

as 
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as  a  port^  but  as  a  borough^  ceafed  fending  till 
it  was  reftored  i6  Charles  L  1640;  when  it  was 
made  a  member  of  the  Cinque  Ports. 


Corporation. 


Consists  df  a  bailiff,  twelve  jurats,  (which 
are  generally  half  or  two-thirds  kept  vacant} 
and  an  indefinite  number  of  freemen. 


HISTORy 
6 


i 


HISTORY 


OF   THE 


WELCH    BOROUGHS, 


INTRODUCTION. 

BY  an  aft  of  parliament  made  2y  Henry  VIII. 
the  twelve  counties,  and  as  many  towns  in 
Wales^  were  imprivileged  to  fend  members  to  par- 
liament. The  boroughs  of  Beaumaris,  Radnor 
and  Montgomery  can  alone  be  (aid  to  be  under 
abfolute  controul.  The  influence  which  prevails 
in  the  other  towns^  is  not  the  produce  of  corrup- 
tion, but  arifes  from  the  popularity  and  hofpita^ 
lity  of  men  of  conliderable  property,  whofe  refi- 
dences  are  contiguous  to  them,  and  who  are  ready 
to  (erve  them  with  that  alfiftance  and  advice, 
which  the  exigences  of  their  fituation  may  re* 
VOL.  III.  [B]  '    quire. 


(  2  ) 

quire.  An  inftance  of  bribery  is  very  uncommon 
among  them,  nor  are  their  morals  debauched  by 
frequent  invitations  to  eleftion  treats,  which  arc 
the  parents  of  drunkennefs,  idlenefs  and  diffipa- 
tion,  and  in  their  confequences  more  generally 
pernicious  to  fociety  than  any  evil  which  exifts  in 
it.  Unaccuftomed  to  depend  upon  the  precarious 
fiibfiftence,  which  they  may  derive  from  a  fale  of 
their  votes,  they  are  continually  exercifed  in  being 
ufeful  to  thccommunity,  by  the  laborious  em- 
ployments in  which  they  are  engaged.  Unlike 
the  inhabitants  of  the  rotten  boroughs,  who  enjoy 
at  one  time  the  extreme  of  luxury,  and  at  another 
are  reduced  to  the  moft  abjed  poverty^  they  divide 
amongft  their  families  the  hard,  but  well  earned 
fruits  of  their  labour  and  their  induftry. 


ANGLESEA, 
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ANGLESEA. 

Political  Charactbr. 

npHE  reprcfentation  of  this  county  was  warmly 
-■•  contefted  in  1 784,  between  Mr.  Bayley,  fup- 
ported  by  the  intcreft  of  his  brother^  the  Earl  of 
Uxbridge^  and  Mr.  Meyrick,  by  that  of  Lord 
Vifcount  Bulkeley ;  the  former  of  whom  was  then 
fuccefsful.  But  thefe  two  noblemen  have  agreed 
fince  that  time  not  to  -oppofe  each  other,  either 
in  this  county  or  Carnarvon ;  fo  that  the  influence 
of  the  Earl  of  XJxbric^  returns  the  member  for 
Anglefea  without  oppofition,  and  Lord  Vifcount 
Bulkeley,  unmolefted,  procures  the  return  of  a 
reprefentative  of  his  recommendation  for  Camar- 
vonfliire. 

Ancient  State. 

Akglesea  obtained  its  name  in  the  reign  of 
Edward  I.  when  it  was  conquered  by  the  Englifh,  * 
who  called  it  Englefea.  and  Anglefey  (the  Englifli 
Ifland).  It  was  called  by  the  Romans,  Mona; 
by  the  Britons,  Mdn,  and  Fir  Mdn ;  and,  by  the 
Saxons,  Moneg.  It  is  iituated  in  the  province  of 
Canterbury)  and  diocefe  of  Bangor;  containing 

[B  2]  fix 
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fix  hundreds,  two  market-towns,  and  feventjr«- 
four  parifhes;  extending  thirty  miles  in  length 
and  twenty-fix  in  breadth.  It  is  feparated  from 
the  continent  by.  a  narrow  ftrait,  called  the  River 
of  Menai,  and  i^  furrounded  by  the  Irifli  Sea. 

This  ifland  fends  two  members  to  parliament, 
viz.  one  for  the  county,  the  other  for  Beaumaris  ; 
and  gives  the  title  of  Earl  to  the  femily  of 
nefley« 


BEAUMARIS. 


Political  Character. 

THIS  town  is  the  only  place  in  Wales  where 
the  right  of  eledtion  is  confined  to  the  corporation 
only,  which  confifts  of  twenty-four  members ;  {o 
thatthirteen  perfons,  which  form  a  majority  of  thefe 
twenty-four,  return  the  member  for  this  county- 
town.  This  body  corporate  is  under  the  fole  in- 
fluence and  direftion  of  Lord  Vifcount  Bulkeley^ 

Ancient  State. 

This  town,  which  is  fo  called  from  the  French 
word  Beaumarh,  fignifying  a  beauiifid  morafs^  was 

founded 
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founcled  by  Edward  I.  who  changed  the  name 
from  Bonover,  and  fortified  it  with  a  caftle,  now 
belonging  to  the  crown.  It  is  fituated  on  the 
weftern  bank  of  the  Strait  Menai^  in  the  road  to 
Holyhead,  at  the  diftance  of  2^1  miles  from 
London, 

By  a&  of  27  Henry  VIII.  the  twelve  counties, 
and  as  many  towns  in  Wales,  were  imprivileged 
and  fummoned  to  fend  members  to  parliament. 
The  firft .  returns  for  the  borough  of  this  county 
were,  33  Hen.  VIIL  and  i  Edw.  VI.  for  Newbo- 
rough,  now  a  poor  decayed  Tillage ;  which  being 
exempted  by  a£t  2  Edw.  VL  have  ever  fince  been 
limited  to  Beaumaris. 

Corporation. 

By  charter  of  incorporation  of  4  Eliz.  it  con- 
lifts  of  a  mayor^  recorder,  two  bailiffs,  and  twenty- 
one  burgefles. 

RiOHT  OF  Election* 

1709,  18  Feb.  1729,  3  Mar.  In  the  mayor, 
bailiffs,  and  capital  burgefles  of  Beaumaris  only. 

Number  of  Voters. 

Twenly-four. 

[B  3]  Returning 


br  ec  ok  county* 

Returning  Officer. 

The  mayor. 

Patron. 
Lord  Vifcount  Bulkcley. 


BRECON  COUNTY. 

Political  Character. 

THE  principal  intereft  in  this  county  is  in 
John  Morgan  of  Tredegar,  Efq.  membcf 
for  the  county  of  Monmouth.  The  immenfe  pro- 
perty of  this  gentleman  and  his  ancefkors,  is  diftin-^ 
guilhable  in  the  political  hiftory  of  Moxunouth-* 
(hire,  ever  fince  it  firft  fent  reprefentatives  to  par- 
liament ;  but  it  commenced  in  this  county  about 
the  time  of  Charles  L 

Ancient  State. 

This  county,  which  is  a  part  of  South  Wales^ 
is  fuppofcd  to  have  received  its  ruune  from  the 
Welch  word  Brycheinog,  derived,  by  fome  au- 
thors, from  Brechanius,  an  ancient  Britifh  prince 

of 
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* 

of  the  country.  It  is  fituated  in  thp  province  of 
Canterbury,  and  diocefe  of  St.  David  ^  contain- 
ing fix  hundreds,  four  market-towns,  and  fixty-* 
one  pari(hes  j  extending,  in  length,  about  thirty- 
nine  miles,  in  breadth,  twenty-feven,  and  one 
hundred  and  nine  in  circumference. 

This  county  fends  two  members  to  parliament, 
viz.  one  for  the  county,  and  the  other  for  the 
town  of  Brecon. 


BRECON  TOWN. 

'  Political  Character. 

THE  right  of  eleftion  in  this  town  is  not  con- 
fined, as  at  Beaumaris,  to  a  feleft  corporation, 
confiding  of  twenty-four  individuals,  but  extends 
to  the  burgeffes  at  large  of  the  town  of  Brecon, 
who  are  upwards  of  three  hundred  in  number. 
The  fame  intereft  which  direfts  the  political  bias . 
of  the  county,  prevails  alfo  in  this  town. 

Ancient  State. 

Brecon,  or  Brecknock,  which  was  called  by 
the  Britons,  Aber-hondhy,  owing  to  its  fituation 

[B  4]  at 
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at  the  confluence  of  the  rivers  Hondhy  and  Uik^ 
is  a  corporate  town,  divided  into  eleven  wards* 
It  contains  three  pari(h  churches,  one  of  which 
is  collegiate.  That  it  was  inhabited  by  the  Ro^ 
mans  is  evident,  from  feveral  coins  of  their  em« 
perors,  as  well  as  many  Roman  bricks  having 
been  difcovered  at  a  Roman  camp  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood. 

In  the  reign  of  Henry  I.  Barnard  de  Ncwmarch 
founded  a  priory  for  Benediftine  Monks,  which 
he  dedicated  to  St.  John  the  Evangeliil,  and 
made  fubordinate  to  Battle  Abbey,  in  Suflex. 
Henry  VIII.  re-foundcd  it  as  a  parifh  church, 
with  fourteen  prebendaries,  which  he  tianilated 
from  Aber-Giviley,  in  Caermarthenfhire.  In  the 
reign  of  William  Rufus,  the  before-named  Bar- 
nard de  Newmarch,  who  was  the  conqueror  of 
this  county,  built  a  magnificent  cafUe,  which  was 
afterwards  repaired  by  the  Brufes  and  Bohuns. 
Dr.  Morton,  Bifhop  of  Ely,  was  confined  in  this 
caftle  by  the  Proteftor  Richard,  afterwards  Ri- 
chard III.  and  committed  to  the  cuftody  of  Staf- 
ford, Duke  of  Buckingham,  who  procured  Ri- 
chard the  crown.  But  the  king  foon  afterwards 
taking  a  difguft  to  the  duke,  he  entered  into  a 
league  with  the  bifhop  his  prifoner,  to  contrive 

his 
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his  overthrow,  which  was  foon  after  compleated^ 
when  the  Earl  of  Richmond,  afterwards  Henry 
VII.  was  promoted  to  the  crown  in  his  ftead. 

This  town,  which,  without  conjunftion  with 
any  other,  fends  one  burgefs  to  parliament,  was 
incorporated  anxK>  iSSSf  ^^  ^^  fecond  year  of 
Queen  Mary's  xe^. 

Corporation. 

Confifts  of  two  bailiffs,  twelve  aldermen^  and 
fifteen  common-councilmen. 

Right  of  Election. 
In  the  corporation  and  free  burgefles. 

Number  ov  Voters, 
Near  three  hundred. 

.  Returning  Officers. 
The  bailiffs. 

Patron* 
John  Morgan,  Efq. 


CARDIGAN 
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CARDIGAN  COUNTY. 
Political-  Cbaiiactea. 

« 

THE  influence  which  prevsdls  ia  this  county 
is  that  of  the  Eirl' '^bf  Lifbumc  and  John 
Campbell,  Efq.  of  Stackpole  Coujit,  in  Pem- 
brokeihire.  The  Earl  of  Lifbume  has  the  leading 
intereil,  and  has  for  many  years  been  returned 
without  oppofition. 

Ancient  State. 

This  county,  which  takes  its  name  from  the 
town  of  Cardigan,  is'  called  by  the  Welch  Sir 
Aber  Teivy,  and  lies  along  the  Irifh  Sea,  which 
bounds  it  on  the  weft.  It  is  fituated  in  the  pro- 
vince of  Canterbury  and  diocefe  of  St.  Oavid;  is 
divided  into  five  hundreds,  containing  fix  market 
towns,  and  fends  two  members  to  parliament, 
viz.  one  knight  of  the  (hire,  and  one  burgefs  for 
Cardigan. 

This  place  was  formerly  famous  for  its  filver 
mines,  which  in  the  time  of  Queen  Elizabeth  were 
worked  to  great  advantage  by^a  company  of  Ger- 
mans.    In  thp  reign  of  James  I.  Sir  Hugh  Mid- 

dleton 
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dleton  made  a  vaft  fortune  from  thefe  mines, 
which  he  afterwards  fpent  in  bringing  the  NfeMT 
River  water  to  London.  After  him  a  Mr.  Bi^fliel 
gained  fuch  immenfe  fums  here,  that  Charles  I. 
allowed  him  to  fet  up  a  mint  foe  the  conve- 
Aience  of  paying  his  workmen;  in  return  for 
which,  it  is  faid,  that  he  made  that  king  a  pre* 
fent  of  a  regiment  of  horfe  in  the  civil  wars, 
clothed  his  whole  army,  and  lent  him  40,oooI. 
The  mine  adventurers  after  this  expended  con- 
iiderable  fums  of  money,  and  fucceeded  very  well, 
till  they  fell  out  among  themfelves,  which  has  not 
only  been  a  hindrance  to  the  working  thefe  mines, 
but  to  mining  in  general. 


CARDIGAN. 


Political  Character. 

THE  member  of  parliament  for  this  place  is 
elected  by  the  burgefTes  at  large  of  this  town,  in 
conjun&ioh  with  thofe  of  the  outlying  boroughs' 
of  Aberyftwidi,  Lampeter,  and  Adpar,  amount- 
ing in  the  whole  to  twelve  hundred  voters.  The 
principal  intereft  in  thofe  feveral  boroughs  is  that 
of  Thomas  Jdines,  Efq.  of  Croft  Caftle,  in  the 

county 
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county  of  Hercfprd,  John  Adams,  Efq.  Edward 
Loveden  Loveden,  Efq.  of  Bufcot,  in  the  county 
of  Berks^  and  Thomas  Powel»  Efq.  of  Nanteis* 

Ancient  State. 

This  town  is  fituated  near  the  weftcm  extremity 
of  the  county,  and  is  called  by  the  Welch  Aber 
Teivy^  from  its  iituation  at  the  mouth  of  the  river 
Teivy.  Whence  the  name  of  Cardigan  is  derived 
is  not  yet  difcovj^ed ;  however,  it  gives  the  title 
of  Earl  to  the  family  of  BnideneL  About  the 
year  1160  Gilbert  de  Clare  built  a  large  caftle 
here,  which  was  afterwards  deffaroyed  by  Rhees  ap 
Gryfiyth,  the  ruins  of  which  are  ftill  to  be  feen. 
There  was  alfo  a  priory  of  black  monks,  dedicated 
to  St.  Mary,  and  fubordinate  to  the  abbey  of 
Chertfey,  in  Surrey. 

In  the  year  11 36  the  Welch  obtained  a  com- 
plete viftory  near  this  town  over  the  EngliQt 
army,  commanded  by  Ranulph,  Earl  of  Chefter. 
|n  this  battle  the  EngliQi  foldiers  were  fbruck 
with  fuch  a  panic,  that  they  fuffered  themfelves 
to  be  taken  prifoners  by  the  women  5  the  general, 
with  a  very  few  men,  finding  it  difficxUt  to  make 
his  efcape. 

CoRFORATIOtr. 
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Corporation. 

By  charter  of  25  Ellz.  it  confifts  of  «  mayor, 
two  bailiffs,  and  twelve  aldermen. 

Right  ov  Election. 

1730,  7  May.  Is  in  the  burgeffes  at  lai^e,  of 
the  boroughs  of  Cardigan,  Aberyftwith,  Lam- 
peter, and  Atpar,  only. 

Number  op  Voters. 

^. 

Upwards  of  twelve  hundred. 

Returning  Officer. 
The  mayor. 

Patron. 
Thomas  Johnes,  £fq. 
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{     14    ) 


CAERMARTHEN  COUNTY. 

1  J 

Political  Character. 

'T^HIS  county  is  principally  under  the  intereft 
-*•  of  Lady  Cecil  Rice  dc  Cardonnel,  Baroneft 
l)inevor  in  her  own  right.  The  popularity  which 
George  Rice,  Efq;  that  lady's  hulband,  acquired 
during  his  life-time,  induced  the  freeholders  of 
the  county  trf*  eleft  his  fon,  the  Honourable 
George  Talbot  Rice,  at*  the  laft  general  eledion, 
without  any  expence,  and  in  preference  to  their 
late  member.  Sir  William  Manfel. 

Ancient  State. 

This  county,  which  takes  its  name  from  the 
town  of  Caermarthen,  or,  as  the  Welch  call  it, 
Kaer  Vyrdhin,  is  a  maritime  county,  bounded  on 
the  north,  by  Cardiganfhire,  on  the  fouth,  by  St. 
George's  Channel  and  the  Severn,  on  the  eaft, 
by  Brecknockfhire  and  Glamorgan  (hire,  and  on 
the  weft,  by  Pembrokelhire.  It  is  fituated  in 'the 
province  of  Canterbury  and  diocefe  of  St.  David; 
and  is  divided  into  fix  hundreds,  containing 
cighty-feven  pariflies  and  eight  market  towns,  ex- 
tending in  length  about  thirty-five  miles,  in  breadth 
-*•  •.:.•:.•./.-  twenty, 
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twenty,  and  one  hundred  and  two  in  circumfc- 
rence.  It  fei^ds  two  members  to  parliament,  viz, 
one  for  the  county,  and  one  for  the  town  of  Caer- 
marthen ;  and  giv^s  the  title  of  Marquis  to  the 
family  of  Ofborne... 


CAERMARTHEN. 

Political  Character. 

THIS  town, '  which  is  under  the  influence 
of  John  George  Phiiipps,  Efq.  of  Cumgwilly, 
is  remarkable  for  the  illegal  and  unconftitu* 
tional  interference  of  a  right  reverend  Bifhop, 
in  the  eledion  of  its  reprefentative  j  but  as 
there  was  no  formal  complaint  brought  againft 
him  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  he  efcaped  thofe 
confequences  which  befel  the  Bilhop  of  Worcefter 
in  the  reign  of  Queen  Ann,  for  an  attempt  to  pre- 
judice the  freeholders  of  that  county  againft  Sir 
John  Packington,  who  *was  at  that  time  a  candi- 
date to  reprefent  it  in  parliament.  Mr.  Phiiipps, 
the  prefent  member,  had,  by  the  vote  which  he 
^ve  in  favour  of  the  repeal  of  the  Teft  Ad,  fo 
nivich  incenfed  his  lord(hip,  as  to  induce  him  to 
write  circular  letters  to  the  clergy,  who  had  votes 

for 
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for  the  eleftion  of  members  of  parliament,  ilating 
the  imminent  danger  the  church  would  be  re- 
duced to  by  the  repeal  of  this  Ad,  and  requefting 
that  they  would  ftrcnuoufly  exert  diemfelves  in 
oppofing  fuch  candidates  as  were  fnendly  to  this 
meafure.  Sir  William  Manfel,  who  was  the  mem- 
ber for  the  county,  and  voted  againft  the  repeal, 
thought  proper  to  decline  a  conteft  at  the  laft  ge- 
neral election  with  fo  powerful  an  adveriary  as 
the  Honourable  George  Talbot  Rice,  of  Dinevor  ; 
but  he  entertained  hopes  of  fuccefs  with  a  greater 
degree  of  probability  in  the  borough,  when  af- 
iifled  with  the  abilities  and  advice  of  his  fpiritual 
guide  and  diredlor.  However,  neither  the  threats 
nor  intreaties  of  this  great  pillar  of  the  church, 
were  finally  productive  of  any  good  confequences, 
as  Sir  W.  Manfel  declined  the  poll,  and  Mr.  Phi- 
Upps  was  chofen  without  oppoiition. 

Ancient  State. 

Caermakthen,  which  is  a  place  of  great  an» 
tiquity,  and  the  capital  of  the  county,  was  called 
by  Ptolemy,  Maridunum,  but  by  Antoninus, 
Muridunum,  both  evident  corruptions  of  the 
name  above-mentioned  ;  it  being  cuftomary  with 
the  Romans  to  fubftitute,  on  fome  occafions,  the 
letter  M  or  V. 

This 


This  town  was  formerly  reckoned  the  capital  of 
ftU  Wales,  and  the  Ancient  Britons  tnade  it  the 
feat  of  their  parliaments,  or  aflemblies  of  wife 
men.  When  the  eldeft  fons  of  our  kings  became 
princes  of  Wales,  they  fixed  the  chancery  and 
exchequer,  for  the  fouth  part  of  their  principality, 
at  this  place,  where  they  continued  till  the  jurif* 
diftion  of  the  court  and  marches  of  Wales  were 
taken  away. 

'  This  place  is  famous,  among  other  things,  for 
the  birth  of  the  wife  Merlin,  which  happened 
about  the  year  480.  Before  the  year  1 148,  there 
was  a  priory  eredted  at  the  eaft  end  of  the  town, 
for  fix  black  canons,  and  dedicated  to  St.  John 
the  Evangelift,  of  which  the  ruins  are  ftill  vifible. 
There  was  alfo  a  houfe  of  grey  friars. 

Corporation* 

It  is  governed  by  a  mayor,  recorder,  two 
fheriffs,  and  twenty  common-councilmen,  out  of 
which  the  mayor  is  chofen,  who  is  ever  after  re- 
puted an  alderman.  By  charter  of  James  L  it  alfo 
confifts  of  a  fword-bearer. 

Vol.  IIL  [C]  Right 
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Right  of  Election.* 

1727,  7  Mar.     Is  in  the  burgeflcs  of  the  faid 
borough. 

Number  of  Voters. 
Near  five  hundred. 

Returning  Officers. 
The  flieriffs. 

Patron. 
J.  G.  PhiUips,  Efq. 


CAERNARVON  COUNTY.    ' 

Political  Character. 

THE  leading  intereft  in  this  county  is  like 
that  of  Anglefea,  between  the  Earl  of  Ux- 
bridgc,  and  Lord  Vifcount  Bulkeley ;  but  thefe 
noblemen  having  agreed  not  to  oppofe  each  other 
in  their  refpeftive  counties,  the  influence  of  An- 
glefea  is  left  to  Lord  Uxbridge,  and  die  controul 
of  this  county  to  Lord  Bulkeley. 

•  Anciekt 
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Ancient  State. 

This  county,  which,  like  moft  of  the  others, 
takes  its  name  from  Caernarvon,  fignifying  the 
Fortrefs  of  Avon,  which  it  was  once  called,  is  in 
Welch  called  Sir  Caernarvon;  and,  before  Wales 
Was  divided  into  counties,  was  called  Snowden 
Foreft.  It  is  fituated  in  the  province  of  Canter- 
bury and  diocefe  of  Bangor;  is  divided  into 
feven  hundreds,  containing  one  city,  three  market- 
towns,  and  fixty-eight  parilhes;  extending,  in 
length,  about  forty  miles,  in  breadth,  twenty,  and 
nearly  one  hundred  in  circumference.  It  fends 
two  members  to  parliament,  viz.  one  for  the 
fhire,  and  one  for  the  borough  of  Carnarvon; 
and  gives  the  titles  of  Earl  and  Marquis  to  the 
family  of  Bridges^  for  fome  fuccefCons  Dukes  of 
Chandos* 


CAERNARVON  TOWN. 

Political  Character. 

THIS  borough  fends  one  member  to  parliament, 
in  conjundtion  with  the  burgefles  of  Criccietji, 
Pwllely,  Nevin,  and  Conway.    The  Eatl  of  Ui^ 

[C  %l  bridgd 


20  CAERNARVON   TOWN. 

bridge  has  at  prefent  the  leading  intereft,  but  it  is 
by  no  means  fecure,  like  that  of  Beaumaris,  or 
Montgomery. 

Ancient  State. 

Caernarvon,  which  is  fitiiated  on  the  Straits 
of  Mcneu  or  Menay,  the  channel  which  feparates 
this  county  from  the  Ifle  of  Anglefea,  is  fuppofed 
to  have  contained  the  ancient  Segontium  of  An- 
toninus. It  was  called  by  the  Britons,  Caer  Seint, 
from  the  river  Seiont,  which  runs  by  it.  About 
the  year  600,  it  was  the  feat  of  the  Britiili  princes  j 
but  in  after  times  it  gave  way  to  the  prefent  town, 
then  newly  built. 

When  Edward  I.  was  building  this  town,  it  was 
reported  that  the  body  of  the  Emperor  Conftan- 
tius,  father  of  Conilantinc  the  Great,  being  found 
hero,  he  ordered  it  to  be  honourably  interred  in 
the  new  church.  This  king  is  alfo  faid  to  have 
converted  the  profits  of  the  archbilhopricof  York, 
then  vacant,  to  the  building  and  fortifying  Caer- 
narvon Caftlej  in  the  Eagle  Tower  of  which  caf- 
t!e,  in  the  year  1284,  was  born  Edward  of  Caer- 
narvon, the  iirfl  Prince  of  Wales  of  the  Englilh 
blood,    and   afterwards    king,    by   the    title   of 

Edward 
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«  ■ 

Edward  II.  In  the  great  rebellion,  this  caftle  was 
befieged  by  the  parliamentary  forces,  and  obliged 
to  furrender  to  them  the  beginning  of  June,  1646. 

Corporation. 

Confifls  of  a  mayor,  who  is,  by  patent,  created 
conftable  of  the  caftle,  one  alderman,  two  bai- 
liffs, a  town-clerk,  and  two  feijeants  at  mace. 

Right  of  Election. 

In  the  burgcffes  of  Caernarvon,  Criccieth,  Pwl- 
Icly,  Nevin,  and  Conway. 

NixMBER  OP  Voters. 
About  feven  hundred. 

Returning  Officers. 
The  mayor  and  bailiffs. 

Patron. 
X-ord  Vifcount  Bulkeley, 


[C  3]  DENBIGH 
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DENBIGH  COUNTY. 

Political  Character. 

THE  moft  prevailing  ii^tereft  in  this  county,  is 
that  of  Sir  Watkin  Williams  Wynne,  Ban, 
whofe  phief  feat  is  at  Ruabon,  near  Wrexham. 
Mr.  Middletdn,  of  Chirk  Caftle,  whofe  anceftors 
have  reprefented  it,  at  various  times,  fince  it  firft 
fent  members  to  parliament,  which  was  in  the  27th 
year  of  the  reign  of  Henry  VIII.  has  the  fecond 
influence ;  but  as  the  moft  perfeft  cordiality  prevails 
between  thefe  families,  the  firft  takes  the  lead  in 
the  county,  and  ^he  other  in  the  town,  withoiut 
giving  caufe  for  oppofition  in  either. 

Ancient  Stat?. 

Thi5  county,  which  forms  a  part  of  North 
Wales,  is  called  in  Britifli,  Sir  Dhinbech,  and  is 
fituated  in  the  diocefes  of  Bangor  and  St.  Afaph, 
and  province  of  Canterbury  j  it  is  divided  into 
twelve  hundreds,  in  which  are  contained  four 
market  towns,  and  fifty-feven  ps^rifhes,  extending 
about  thirty-one  miles  in  length,  feventeen  in 
breadth,  and  nearly  oi>c  hundred  aqd  eighteen  in 
circumference. 

In 
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In  the  time  of  the  Romans  it  was  part  of  the 
country  of  the  Ordovices ;  but  fome  Britons,  who 
were  forced  out  of  Scotland,  are  faid  in  their  turn 
to  have  driven  the  Saxons  hence,  and,  by  the  af- 
fiftance  of  the  Welch,  to  have  poffeffed  them- 
felves  of  all  this  diilrift,  from  the  Conway  to  the 
Dee.  It  fends  two  members  to  parliament,  via. 
one  for  the  county,  and  one  for  the  town  of  Den- 
bigh; and  gives  the  tide  of  Earl  to  the  fan^y  of  - 
Fielding. 


DENBIGH  TOWN. 

Political  CHARACTERt 

THE  member  for  this  town  is  chofen  by  the 
burgeffes  of  Denbigh,  and  its  two  contributory 
boroughs,  Leon  and  Ruthen.  The  influence  of 
which  is  entirely  in  Richard  Middle  ton,  Efq.  of 
Chirke  Caftle,  whofe  anceftors  have  reprefented  it, 
in  various  parliaments,  from  the  33d  of  Henry 
VIII.  to  the  prefcnt  time. 

Ancient  State. 

Denbigh,  which  is  the  coui^ty  town,  was  ori- 
ginally fituated  on  the  top  of  a  flecp  rock,  near 

[C  4]  the 
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the  weftern  bank  of  the  river  Clwyd,  at  the  di- 
ftance  of  209  miles  from  London ;  but  being  dc* 
ferted  in  the  reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  a  new 
town  was  built,  on  a  much  larger  fcale,  at  the 
foot  of  the  hilL  U  was  formerly  called  by  the 
Britons  Cledfryn  yn  Rhos,  the  craggy  Hill  in 
Rhos.  This  part  of  the  county  was  given  by 
Edward  I.  to  David  ap  Gryffyth,  brother  to  Lle-r 
wellyn,  the  laft  Prince  of  North  Wales,  who  being 
afterwards  beheaded  for  high  treafon,  it  was  given 
to  Lacy,  Earl  of  Lincoln,  who  fortified  the  town 
with  a  ftrong  wall  and  caftle ;  but  his  only  fon 
being  unfortunately  drowned  in  the  well  of  this 
caftle',  his  grief  was  fo  great  as  to'  leave  it  unfi- 
nilhed  5  after  this  earl's  death,  it  went,  by  the  mar- 
riage of  Alice,  his  daughter,  into  the  poiTeflion  of 
the  Houfe  of  Lancafter.  Edward  11.  gave  it  to 
Hugh  Spencer ;  after  which,  in  the  reign  of  Ed- 
ward III.  Roger  Mortimer  became  the  pofleflbr, 
and  fixed  his  arms  on  the  chief  gate ;  but  he  being 
fome  time  after  executed  for  high  treafon,  it  went 
toMontacute,  Earl  of  Salifbury,  but  was  foon  af- 
ter reftored  to  the  Mortimers.  In  ftiort,  after  many 
changes,  it  came  to  the  Houfe  of  York,  and  now 
belongs  to  the  crown.  It  was  delivered  up  to  the 
parliament  army  in  1646,  and  appears  to  have  been 

a  place 
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n  place  of  fuch  ftrength,  that  after  the  Relloratioa 
it  was  thought  advifable  to  blow  it  up. 

About  the  time  of  Henry  III.  Adam  Salufbury 
founded  and  endowed  an  abbey  of  black  monks^ 
of  the  BcnediAine  order ;  the  prefent  proprietor  of 
the  ruins  of  which  is  Sir  Lynch  Salufbury  Qottoii. 

Corporation. 

r 

By  charter  of  incorporation  of  1 4  Charles  II.  it 
coniifls  of  a  mayor,  two  aldermen^  a  recorder,  two 
bailiffs,  twenty-three  burgefTes,  a  town-clerk,  am) 
two  ferjeants  at  mace. 

Right  of  Election. 

1743,  7  Feb.  Is  in  the  burgeflfes,  inhabitants  of 
jiie  boroughs  of  Denbigh,  Ruthyn,  and  Holt,  re- 

fpeftivcly. 

Number  of  Voters. 
About  five  hundred. 

Returning  OFFicERSt 

The  bailiffs. 

Patron. 

R.  Middleton,  Efq. 

FLINT 
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FLINT  COUNTY. 

Political  Character. 

THHIS  county  is  independent  in  the  exercifc  of 
its  political  franchifes.  The  principal  indi- 
vidual intereft  here  is  that  of  Sir  Roger  Moftyn, 
Bart*  its  prefent  rcprefentative ;  but  it  is  by  no 
means  fufficient  to  didtate  to  the  freeholders  per- 
fon  that  (hall  reprefent  them  in  parliament. 

Ancient  State. 

This  county,  which  is  in  North  Wales,  and 
derives  its  name  from  Flint,  the  county  town,  is 
fituated  in  the  province  of  Canterbury,  and  partly 
in  the  diocefe?  of  St.  Afaph  and  Chefter.  It  is 
divided  into  five  hundreds,  containing  one  city, 
two  market  towns,  and  about  twenty-eight  pa- 
rifhes ;  and  is  the  fmalleft  of  all  the  Welch  coun- 
ties, being  about  thirty-three  miles  in  length,  oiily 
nine  miles  in  breadth,  and  about  feventy  miles  in 
circumference.  It  fends  two  members  to  parlia- 
ment, viz.  one  for  the  county,  and  the  other  for 
Flint. 


FLINT 
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FLINT  TOWN, 

Political  Character. 

THIS  town,  and  its  contributory  boroughs, 
Caerwis,  Overton,  Rhyddlari,  and  Caergoerley, 
has  a  greater  number  of  votes  in  the  eleftion  of  its 
reprefentative  than  any  other  in  the  county.  The 
chief  intereft  which  prevails  here  is  Sir  Watkin 
Williams  Wynne\  whofe  relation.  Major  Wil- 
liams, of  Penbedw,  is  the  prefent  member. 

Ancient  State. 

Flint,  which  is  a  very  fmall  place,  is  conve- 
niently fituated  on  the  efluary  of  the  Dee,  and  is 
remarkable  for  little  elfe  beiSdes  a  caftle,  which  was 
begun  by  Henry  II.  and  finifhed  by  Edward  I. 
where  Richard  1 1,  on  his  return  from  Ireland  was 
entertained  for  fome  time ;  but  on  his  departure 
l^vas  taken  prifoner,  and  foon  after  put  to  death. 

Corporation. 

Gonfifts  of  a  mayor,  who  is,  by  patent,  conftable 
pf  the  caftle,  and  two  bailiffs. 


Right 
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Right  of  Election.   . 

17289  21  May.  Is  in  the  inhabitants  of  the 
borough  of  Flint,  Rhyddlan,  Overton,  Caerwis, 
Caergoerley,  paying  fcot  and  lot. 

The  inhabitants  of  Knolton  and  Overton,  fo- 
reign, pajring  fcot  and  lot  in  the  parifli  of  Over^ 
ton,  have  a  right  to  vote  for  the  town  of  Flint. 

Number  of  Voters. 

« 

About  one  thoufand. 

Returning  Officer. 

The  mayor. 

Patron. 

Sir  Watkin  Williams  Wynne 
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GLAMORGANSHIRE. 

Political  Character. 

^TpHIS  county  has  recently  given  us  an  example 
of  its  being  independent  of,  and  uninfluenced 
by,  ariftocratlcal  controul. 

The  Duke  of  Beaufort,  Earl  of  Plymouth, 
Earl  of  Bute,  and  Lord  Vernon,  men  of  different 
paities  and  fentiments  in  politics,  united  their  fe- 
veral  interefts,  and  nominated  the  Honourable 
T.  Windfor,  brodier  to  the  Earl  of  Plymouth, 
for  their  candidate  to  reprefent  it  in  parliament* 
The  independent  freeholders  vigoroufly  oppofed 
this  formidable  combination,  which  had  for  its 
objedt  the  diftation  of  a  reprefentative  j  and  their 
exertions,  previous  to  the  eleftion,  were  fo  effectual 
in  favour  of  Thomas  Wyndham,  Efq.  of  Dun- 
raven  Caftle,  their  own  candidate,  that  Captain 
Windfor,  although  affifted  by  fo  powerful  aa 
union,  did  not  think  it  convenient  to  ftand  the 
poll,  and  left  iiis  adverfary  quietly  to  enjoy  that 
honour,  which  the  patriotifm  of  his  friends  had  ib 
juftly  bellowed  on  him. 

Akcibnt 
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Ancient  State. 

Glamorganshire  received  its  name  from  a 
contraftion  of  the  Welch  words,  Gwlad  Morgan, 
or  the  county  of  Morgan,  fuppofed^  to  have  been 
thus  called  from  a  prince  of  this  part  of  the  coun- 
try, who  was  faid  to  have  been  killed  eight  thou- 
{and  years  before  the  birth  of  our  Saviour ;  other 
writers,  perhaps  with  more  propriety,  derive  the 
name  from  the  word  Mor,  which,  in  the  Bricifh 
tongue,  iignifies  the  fea,  this  being  a  maritime 
county.  It  lies  in  the  province  of  Canterbury, 
partly  in  the  diocefe  of  St.  LlandafF,  and  partly  ia 
that  of  St.  David,  and  is  divided  into  ten  hun- 
dreds, containing  one  city,  five  market  tbwns, 
and  eighteen  parifhes,  extending  forty -eight  miles 
in  length,  twenty-feven  in  breadth,  and  one  hun- 
dred and  Cxteen  in  circumference.  It  fends  two 
members  to  parliament ;  viz.  one  for  the  fliire, 
and  one  for  the  town  of  Cardiff. 


CARDIFF- 
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CARDIFF. 

Political  Character. 

THIS  town,  in  conjunftion  with  CowbridgCi 
Swanfea,  Lougher,  Aberavon,  Kenfigg,  Neath» 
and  Lkntriflent,  fends  one  member  to  parliament. 
The  intereflr  of  the  Earl  of  Bute  prevails  princi- 
pally in  Cardiff  and  Cowbridge ;  that  of  the  Duke 
of  Beaufort^  in  Swanfea  and  Lougher ;  that  of 
Thomas  Manfel  Talbot,  Efq.  of  Margam,  in 
Aberavon  and  Kenfigg ;  and  that  of  Sir  Robert 
Mackworth,  in  Neath.  Lord  Vifcount,  Mount- 
ftuart,  fon  to  the  Earl  of  Bute,  is  the  prefcnj  repre- 
fentative,  to  which  honour  he  fucceeded  upon  the 
death  of  the  late  Sir  Herbert  Mackworth  ;  which 
is  a  plain  indication  of  the  agreement  of  the  above 
gentlemen,  that  the  reprefentation  of  this  town 
fliall  be  confined  to  one  or  other  of  their  own 
family. 

Ancient  State.  * 

Cardiff,  or  CacrdifF,  the  firft  town  on- the 
fouth-eaft  part  of  the  county,  is  thus  called  froin 
its  being  fituated  on  the  river  TafT.  It  is  inclofed 
by  a  wall  with  four  gates,  and  a  caille,  which  is  a 

firong, 
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firong^  ftately  edifice;  the  conftable  of*  whicli  is  al- 
ways the  firil  magiflrate  of  the  town. 

This  caftle,  which  is  now  a  lordfliip  belonging 
to  Lord  Vifcount  Windfor,  was  built  about  the 
yeat  i  ioo»  by  Robert  Fitz-Staimon,  a  Norman, 
who  held  his  courts  of  juflice,  and  kept  a  ftrong 
garriibn  here»  his  peers  or  knights  being  obliged 
to  defend  their  feveral  ftations. .  Curthofe,  eldefl: 
fon  of  William  the  Conqueror,  was  imprifoned 
here  by  his  brothers,  who  firft  deprived  him  of  his 
eyes,  as  well  as  all  hopes  of  the  crown.  In  the  yeat 
1 13 1  it  was  taken  by  Maelgon  and  Rhys  Gryg, 
with  Prince  Llewellyn's  forces* 

Robert,  Earl  of  Glouccfter,  who  died  in  the 
year  1147,  founded  a  priory  in  this  town;  the 
fuburbs  of  which  Contained  a  houfe  of  grey  friars, 
dedicated  to  St.  Francis  i  a  houfe  of  white  friars ; 
and  a  monaflry  of  black  friars. 

This  being  the  county  town,  a  court  of  record 
ii  held  here  every  fortnight,  of  which  the  bailiffs, 
who  are  alfo  juftices  of  the  peace,  are  the  only 
judges ;  here  alfo  the  affizes  are  always  held. 

Corporation* 
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Corporation. 

The  corporation  is  very  ancient,  and  confifts  of 
ft  mayor,  who,  as  chief  magiftrate,  is  conftable  of 
the  caftle,  twelve  aldermen,  two  bailiffs,  who  arc 
annually  chofen  from  among  the  aldermen,  and 
twelve  common-councilmen. 

Right  of  Election. 

Not  only  in  the  burgeffes  of  this  place,  but  in 
the  burgefles  of  Aberavon,  Cowbridge,  Kenfigg, 
Llantriffent,  Lougher,  Neth,  and  Swanfea, 

Number  of  Voters, 
About  one  thoufand. 

Patron. 
Earl  of  Bute. 


1 

4. 
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MERIONETHSHIRE- 
POLITICAL  Character. 

O IR  Watkin  Williams  Wynne  has  the  firft  in- 
^  tereft  in  this  county ;  but  it  is  not  decifive  in 
the  eleftion  of  its  reprefentative,  as  was  demon- 
ftrated  at  the  laft  vacancy,  occafioned  by  the 
death  of  their  old  and  refpeftable  member,  Mr. 
Vaughan,  of  Corfygedol,  when  a  gendeman  of 
oppolite  attachments  to  thofe  of  the  Wynne 
family  was  chofen. 

There  being  no  borough  in  this  county  ad- 
judged proper  to  be  made  choice  of  to  nominate 
n  burgefs,  when  the  principality  was  firft  imprivi- 
leged  to  fend  members  by  a6l  of  parliament,  which 
was  27  Hen.  VIII.  proves  that  fome  regard  was 
had  at  that  time  to  the  equality  of  reprefentation, 
and  that  care  was  taken  not  to  conftitute  a  repre- 
fentative body  without  conftituents,  as  is  too  often 
the  cafe  in  the  prefent  times.  It  was  therefore 
enaded,  that  Haverfordweft,  a  large  town  in 
Pembrokelhire,  Ihould  eled  a  member  to  make 
up  the  deficiency. 

Ancient 
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Ancient  State. 

Merionethshire,  or Merionydfliire,  fg called 
from  the  Welch,  Sir  Veirionydh,  is  fituated  in  the 
province  of  Canterbury,  and  diocefe  of  Bangor, 
and  is  generally  confidered  as  the  moft  mountain- 
o\is  and  barren  county  in  all  Wales.  It  is  divided 
into  fix  hundreds,  containing  thirty-feven  parifhes, 
and  three  market  towns,  viz.  Bala,  Dolgalhe,  and 
Difnamoudy;  extending,  in  length,  thirty-five 
miles,  twenty- five  in  breadth,  and  one  hundred 
and  eighteen  in  circumference;  and  fends  only 
one  member  to  parliament,  who  is  knight  of  the 
(hire. 

In  tiie  time  of  the  Romans  this  part  of  the 
country  was  inhabited  by  the  Ordovices,  who 
were  generally  confidered  as  a  great  and  powerful 
people. 


[D  2]  MONTGO- 
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MONTGOMERY  COUNTY. 

Political  Character. 

THE  Earl  of  Powys  has  been  cenfidercd  as 
poifeffing  the  firft  intereft  in  this  county. 
Mr.  Owen,  the  prefent  member,  fucceeded  upon 
it  on  his  firft  eledlion  j  but  Sir  Watkin  Williams 
Wynne,  having  now  united  his  influence  with  that 
of  Mr.  Owen,  we  underftand  that  gendeman  can 
now  fecure  his  feat,  in  oppofition  to  Lord  Powys. 

Ancient  State. 

Montgomeryshire,    which    is    an    inland 
mountainous  county  of  North  Wales,  derives  its 
name  from  Montgomery,    the  principal    town, 
called  in  the  Welch  language  Sir-dre-Valdwin. 
It  is  fituated  in  the  province  of  Canterbury,  and 
in  the  diocefes  of  St.  Afaph,  Bangor,  and  Here- 
ford ;  containing  five  market  towns,  all  of  which 
are  boroughs,  and  forty-feven  parilhes;  extend- 
ing, in  length,  thirty  miles,,  twenty-five  in  breadth, 
and  ninety -four  in  circumference.     It  fends  two 
members  to  parliament,  viz.  one  knight  of  the 
Ihire  for  the  county,  and  one  jointly  for  Montgo- 
mery 
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mery,  Welchpool,  Machyhleth,  Llanvilling,  and 
Llanidlos. 

« 

This  county,  as  well  as  Merionethlhire,  formeii 
part  of  die  territories  of  die  Ordovices. 


MONTGOMERY  TOWN. 

Political  Character. 

THIS  town,  like  all  the  others  in  Wales  which 
were  imprivileged  to  fend  members  to  parliament, 
bad  its  contributory  boroughs,  who  participated  in 
the  invaluable  right  of  eleftion,  until  the  year 
1 7 £8,  when  one  of  thofe  refolutions  of  thehoufe, 
which  has  fwept  away  the  conftituents  of  moft  of 
the  Englifli  boroughs,  extending  the  disfranchif- 
ing  arm  of  authority  to  thofe  of  Llanidlos,  Llan- 
villing, and  Welchpool,  which  are  now  ftripped 
of  their  ancient  privileges,  and,  the  right  de- 
clared to  be  in  the  burgeffes  of  Montgomery  only. 
The  number  of  eledtors  are  now  not  more  than 
eighty ;  confequently  the  independence  of  its  par- 
liamentary character  is  at  an  end,  and  the  borough, 

[D  3]  Uke 
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like  that  of  Beaumaris,  is  entirely  at  the  difpofal 
of  a  patron. 

i  Ancient  State. 

Montgomery,  which  is  the  county  town,  is 
fituated  on  a  rifing  rock,  at  the  diftance  of  one 
hundred  and  fifty-eight  miles  north-weft  of  Lon- 
don, and  is  faid  to  have  been  built  by  Valdwin, 
or  Baldwin,  lieutenant  of  the  marches  of  Wales, 
in  the  time  of  William  the  Conqueror;  for  which 
reafon  the  Britons  call  it  Tre-Valdwyn,  or  Bald- 
win's Town ;  but  the  Englifti  name  it  from  Ro- 
ger Montgomery,  to  whom  William  I.  had  given 
the  Earldoms  of  Arundel  and  Shrewfbury,  who 
gained  the  caftle  and  town  of  Baldwin.  This 
caftle  was  afterwards  demoliflied  by  the  Welch  ; 
but  William  Rufus  re-edified  it  in  10935  after 
which  it  was  burnt  by  Henry  III.  in  T232.  Be- 
ing once  more  re-built,  it  became  the  feat  of  the 
Lords  Herbert  of  Cherbury.  Since  that  time  it 
was  confiderably  impaired  in  the  civil  wars  of 
Charles  L  till  at  length  it  came  again  into  the 
pofleffion  of  the  family  of  the  Herberts,  where,  in 
all  probability,  it  ftill  remains. 

This  was  made  a  borough  town  in  the  rcign  of 
Henry  III. 

Corporation. 
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Corporation. 

Confifts  of  two  bailiffs,  and  twelve  burgeffes  or 
common-councilmen . 

Right  of  Election. 

1728,  16  Apr.     It  in  the  burgeffes  of  the  faid 
(hire-town  only. 

Formerly  the  boroughs  of  Llanidlos,  Llanvil- 
ling,  and  Welchpool,  joined  in  the  eleftion  j  but    , 
thefe  outlying  boroughs  are  now  excluded. 

» 

Number  of  Voters. 
Eighty. 

Returning  Officers. 
The  bailiffs. 

Patron, 
The  Earlof  Pow}'s. 


[D  4]  PEMBROKE 
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PEMBROKE  COUNTY. 

Political  Character. 

THE  freeholders  of  this  county  have,  upon 
many  occafions,  (hewn  a  fpirit  of  inde- 
pendence. If  any  influence  can  be  faid  to  exift 
here,  it  is  that  of  the  Owen  family,  of  Orielton,  in 
this  county  }  but  this  partiality  arifes,  not  fo  much 
from  the  extent  of  their  property,  as  from  their  in- 
variable attachment  to  the  caufe  of  liberty. 

In  1780,  Lord  Milford  ai>d  Lord  Kenfington 
united  their  intereft,  the  former  of  whom  then 
became  a  candidate  for  the  reprefentation  of  the 
county.  The  independent  party  viewed  this 
union  with  a  jealous  eye,  and  conceived  it  formed 
for  the  purpofe  of  depriving  them  virtually  of 
their  rights  as  electors;  they  therefore  exerted 
themfelves  with  redoubled  vigour,  in  fupport  of 
their  favourite  candidate  Sir  Hugh  Owen,  who 
was  finally  fuccefsful  by  a  great  majority. 

Ancient  State, 

This  county,  which  takes  its  name  from  Pem- 
broke^  the  principal  town,  is  fituatcd  at  the  fouth- 

weft 
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weft  extremity  of  Wales,  in  the  province  of  Can- 
terbury, and  diocefe  of  St.  David,  and  contains 
many  monuments  of  the  Ancient  Britons,  as  well 
as  fome  ancient  tumuli,  or  artificial  mounts,  in 
which  urns  have  been  buried ;  one  of  the'moft  re- 
markable of  which  being  opened,  was  found  to 
contain  five  urns  filled  with  burnt  bones  and 
aOies, 

In  this  county,  at  a  place  called,  by  the  Welch, 
Rhosj  meaning  a  green  field,  Henry  I.  permitted 
a  colony  of  Flemings  to  fettle,  owing  to  the  injury 
they  had  fuffered  in  their  own  county,  by  the  fea 
breaking  down  their  dykes,  and  otherwife  doing 
them  incredible  damage;  which  colony  was,  in 
Camden's  time,  called  Little  England  beyond 
Wales  J  whofc  inhabitants  were  fo  ftout  and  refo- 
lute,  that  they  became  very  ofFenfive  to  the  Welch 
by  their  frequent  ikirmifties ;  infomuch  that  they 
united  all  their  forces,  and  invaded  their  country 
feveral  times,  but  to  no  purpofe,  the  Flemings 
always  maintaining  their  ground.  Rhos  is  ftill 
inhabited  by  their  defcendants,  whofe  people  may 
be  diftinguifhed  by  their  fpeech  and  cuftoms. 

This  county  is  divided  into  feven  hundreds, 
containing  the  city  of  Su  David,  and  the  feven 

following 


42  PEMBROKE  TOWN. 

following  market  towns ;  viz.  Fifguard,  Haver* 
fordweft,  Killgaring,  Newport,  Pembroke,  Tenby, 
and  Wifton ;  it  has  one  hundred  and  forty-five 
parilhes,  and  extends  in  length  upwards  of  thirty 
miles,  above  twenty-two  in  breadth,  and  about 
one  hundred  and  twenty  in  circumference. 

This  place  fends  three  members  to  parliament ; 
viz.  one  knight  of  the  fliire  for  the  county,  one 
reprefentative  for  the  borough  of  Pembroke,  and 
another  for  the  borough  of  Hkverfordweft. 


PEMBROKE  TOWN. 

Political  Character. 

THIS  tQwnhas  fo?  fome  years  been  under  the 
irJluence  of  the  Owen  family.  The  burgefles  of 
this  place,  in  conjunftion  with  thofe  of  Wiftoli 
and  Tenby,  eleA  the  member.  There  is  no  fpe- 
cial  refolution  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  re- 
fpefting  the  right  of  the  burgeffes  of  Tenby,  but 
with  rcfpeft  to  thofe  of  Wifton,  it  has  been  re- 
folved,  That  the  mayor  and  burgefles  of  the  an- 
cient borough  of  Wifton,  in  the  county  of  Pem- 
broke, 
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broke,  have  a  right  to  vote  in  the  eledion  for  the 
borough  of  Pembroke. 

Ancient  State. 

Pembroke,  which  ftands  upon  a  creek  of 
Milford  Haven,  in  the  moft  pkafant  -  part-  of 
Wales,  derives  its  name  from  tlie  ancient  Britifli 
word  Penvro,  fignifying  a  cape.or  promontory.  It 
is  the  county  town,  and,  next  to  Caermarchen, 
the  largeft  and  richeft  town  in  South  Wales.  In 
the  reign  of  Henry  I.  Arnulph  de  Montgomery, 
brother  to  the  Earl  of  Shrewfbury,  fortified  it  with 
walls,  and  a  magnificent  caftle,  which  he  built  on 
a  rock  at  the  weft  end  of  the  town ;  under  which 
is  a  vault,  called  Wogan,  remarkable  for  its  echo, 
and  fuppofed  to  have  been  a  ftore-room  for  the 
garrifon.  This  ftrufture  being  burnt  a  few  years 
after,  was  rebuilt  by  Owen,  the  fon  of  Cadogan 
of  Bletheim,  and  is  remarkable  for  being  the 
birth-place  of  Henry  VII.  as  alfo  for  the  brave 
defence  made  by  the  garrifon  for  King  Charles  I. 

Pembroke  has  given  the  title  of  Earl  to  many 
royal  as  well  as  noble  families;  the  laft  of  which 
appears  to  have  been  given  in  the  reign  of  Ed- 
ward VI.  to  the  famly  of  Herberts,  who  ftill  con- 
tinue to- enjoy  it. 

Corporation. 
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Corporation. 
It  is  governed  by  a  mriyor»  two  bailiffS|  and 
burgeffes, 

■ 

Right  of  Election. 

1711,  1712,  23  Feb.  That  the  mayor  and 
buigeffes  of  the  ancient  borough  of  Wifton^  in 
the  county  of  Pembroke,  have  a  right  to  vote  in 
the  ckdion  for  the  borough  of  Pembroke. 

Number  of  Voters. 
Five  hundred. 

Returning  Officer. 

The  mayor. 

Patron. 
H.  Barlow^  Efq. 


HAVERFORDWEST. 

Political  Character. 

THIS  place,  which  was  made  a  county  of  it- 
felf,  firft  by  charter  of  Edward  IV.  afterwards  by 
Henry  VIII.  and  laftly  by  James  I.  is  under  the 
influence  of  Lord  Milford,  of  Pidton  Caftle.    A 

compromife 
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compromife  has  fome  time  ago  takeii  place  be- 
tween this  nobleman  and  Lord  Kenfington,  when 
k  was  agreed  between  them,  that  the  latter  fhould, 
upon  his  fupporting  invariably  the  intereft  of  the 
former  in  the  county  of  Pembroke,  be  quiet}]^ 
put  into  the  pofleflion  of  a  feat  for  this  town. 

Ancient  State, 

^This  town,  which  by  charters  of  Edward  IV. 
Hen.  VIII.  and  James  I.  is  a  county  of  itfelf,  is 
called  by  the  Welch,  Hwlfordh,  and  is  (ituated 
on  the  fide  of  a  hill,  forming  part  of  the  weftem 
bank  of  the  Dougledye.  It  enjoys  feveral  privi- 
leges, befides  that  of  keeping  its  own  courts.  The 
mayor  is  coroner,  efcheator,  and  clerk  of  the  mar- 
kets within  its  precinfts.  The  aflizes  are  held 
here,  where  there  is  alfo  a  county  gaol. 

Haverfordweft  was  formerly  fortified  with  a 
rampart  and  caftle,  fuppofed  to  have  been  eredcd 
by  Gilben,  Earl  of  Clare  ^  it  was  one  of  thofe 
poffeflTed  by  the  Flemings  when  they  firft  came 
into  Dyvet,  or  Pembrokefliire,  the  fortifications 
of  which  were  deftroyed  in  the  civil  wars  of 
Charles  L 

Robert 
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Robert  de  Haverford  founded  here  a  priory  of 
black  canons,  and  gave  it  feveral  churches  and 
tythes  in  his  barony,  which  were  all  confirmed  to 
them  by  Edward  IIL  About  feventy  years  ago  an 
effigy  was  foiind,  fuppofed  to  be  that  of  David 
Cherbury,  Bifliop  of  Drpmore  in  Ireland,  and 
Archdeacon  of  Brecknock,  who,  by  his  laft  will, 
defired  to  be  buried  here,  and  left  a  legacy  to- 
wards rebuilding  the  cloifters  of  this  priory, 

CORPORATIOK. 

Confifts  of  a  mayor,  (heriff,  two  bailiffs,  and 
twenty-four  c6mmon  councilmen. 

Right  of  Election. 

1 7 1 4,  4  July.  The  proceeding  of  the  mayor 
and  common  council  of  the  town  of  Haverford- 
wefl,  in  making  burgefTes  without  the  confent  of 
the  commonalty,  was  illegal,  and  contrary  to  the 
rights  of  the  faid  town ;  and  that  the  burgeflfes  fa 
pretended  to  be  made,  have  not  thereby  acquired 
any  right  of  voting  in  any  future  eleftions. 

Agreed  to  be  in  the  freeholders,  burgeflfes,  and 
inhabitants,  paying  fcot  and  lot,  and  not  receiving 
alms* 

Number 
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Number  of  Voters. 
About  five  hundred. 

Returning  Officer. 
The  mayor. 

,    Patron. 
Lord  Milford. 


RADNOR  COUNTY. 

Political  Character. 

'TPHE  intereft  of  this  county  centers  entirely  ia 
-*•     the  Earl  of  Oxford.     No  political  occur- 
rence has  happened  to  extend  our  obfervations 
beyond  that  circumftance. 

Ancient  State. 

This  place,  which  is  an  inland  county  of  South 
Wales,  derive^  its  name  from  Radnor,  the  county 
town,  and  is  called  by  the  Welch  Sir  Vaes-ived. 
It  is  divided  into  fix  hundreds,  containing  three 
market  towns,  viz.  Radnor,  Knighton,  and  Pref- 

tein. 
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tein,  extending  twenty-four  miles  in  length, 
twenty-two  in  breadth,  and  ninety-five  miles  in 
circumference  3  at  the  diftance  of  one  hundred 
and  fifty  miles  from  London.  It  fends  two 
members  to  parliament,  viz.  one  knight  of  the 
(hire,  and  one  burgefs  for  the  borough  of  Rad- 
nor* 

In  the  time  of  the  Romans  this  part  of  the 
country  was  inhabited  by  the  Silures;  moft  of  the 
mountains  have  earns,  or  large  heaps  of  fi:ones, 
intended,  no  doubt,  as  monuments  for  the  dead  1 
according  to  Homer's  account,  indeed,  of  Hec- 
tor's fiineral,  there  can  be  no  doubt  but  the  Ro- 
mans heaped  them  up  for  that  purpofe  ^  but  after 
Chriftianity  was  planted  here,  they  became  fo  de- 
teftable,  firom  being  made  the  burial  place  of  ma- 
lefactors only,  that  the  worft  wifh  a  man  could 
cxprefs  to  his  enemy,  was,  that  a  earn  might  be 
his  monument.  One  of  the  moft  ancient  remains 
of  this  county,  is  an  unfiniftied  work,  called 
OfFa's  Dyke,  from  its  having  been  cut  by  Offa, 
King  of  Mercia,  as  a  boundary  between  the  Eng- 
li(h  Saxons  and  Ancient  Britons,  which  may  be 
traced  through  the  whole  exten%of  the  county. 
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RADNOR  TOWN. 

Political  Character. 

THIS  town  has  been  fubjed  to  various  contefts 
on  the  right  of  eledlion.  The  queftion  at  iffue 
has  been,  whether  the  word  Burgejfes  meant  fuch 
as  were  refident  within  the  boroughs  of  New  Rad-> 
nor,  Ryader,  Knighton,  Knucklas,  and  Reven- 
lice,  only,  or  whether  it  extended  to  thofe  who  did 
not  refide  within  the  faid  boroughs.  Three  peti- 
tions have  been  prefented  to  the  Houfe  fince  the 
paffing  of  the  Grenville  Aft,  which  have  all  ori-^ 
ginated  in  this  difpute.  The  firft  was,  that  of  Ed- 
ward Lewes,  Efq.  on  the  6th  of  December,  1774^ 
againft  the  eleAion  of  John  Lewes,  Efq.  who  had 
been  returned  by  the  refident  burgeffes,  Which  was 
determined  on  the  27th  of  January,  1775^  in  fa- 
vour of  the  petitioner.  The  fecoiid  was,  in  confe- 
quence  of  a  double  return  of  both  diefe  gentlemen 
at  the  enfuing  general  eledion  in  1780,  which  on 
the  31ft  of  January,  1781,  was  likcwife  deter- 
mined in  favour  of  the  non-refident  burgefles; 
and  the  third,  arofe  out  of  a  conteft  at  the  laft  ge- 
neral eledion  in  1790,  when  the  Earl  of  Oxford, 
who  is  patron  of  this  borough,  thought  proper  to 

Vol.  III.  [E]  withdraw 
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withdVaw  his  countenance  from  Mr.  Edward 
Lewes,  the  latp  member,  and  to  fupport  his  re- 
lation, David  Murray,  Efq.  Mr.  Lewes,  who 
had  before  experienced  the  influence  of  his  lord- 
(hip's  patronage,  and  had  twice  fucceeded  by  pe- 
tition, on  the  claim  of  the  non'-refident  burgefles, 
now  became  a  candidate  on  that  of  the  refident 
onesi  when  the  numbers  upon  the  poll  were. 

For  David  Murray,  Efq.  —    609 

Efiward  Lewes,  Efq.  —     313 

Mr.  Murray  was  accordingly  returned,  and  Mr. 
Lewes  became  a  petitioner  upon  the  fame  claim 
of  right  which  he  had  formerly  oppofed,  and 
againfl  which  he  had  twice  fucceeded  by  petition. 
This  petition  is  now  before  the  Houfe,  and  will 
mod  probably  be  decided  this  prefent  feflion. 

Ancient  State. 

Radnor,  which  is  alfo  called  New  Radnor,  in 
order  to  diflinguilh  it  from  a  place  called  Old 
Radnor,  is  fituated  near  the  fpring  head  of  the 
river  Somervil,  near  the  foreft  of  Radnor.  It  was 
formerly  defended  by  walls,  and  a  caftle,  which 
being  demolilhed  by  Owen  Glen(^ower,  the  town 
daily  decayed. 

It 
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It  was  an  ancient  borough  by  prefcription  till 
the  reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  who  granted  it  a 
charter,  with  many  privileges,  together  with  a  ma- 
nor, containing  eleven  town(hips,and a  jurifdiftion^ 
extending  ten  or  twelve  miles.  This  town  has 
alfo  a  court  of  pleas  for  all  adions,  ivithout  lani- 
tation. 

Corporation. 
Confifts  of  a  bailiff  and  twenty-five  burgefles. 

Right  of  Election. 

1690,  12  Nov.  Is  in  the  burgeffes  of  Radnor, 
Ryader,  Knighton,  Knucklas^  and  Kevenliel, 
only. 

1769,  7  Mar.  The  fcveral  perfons,  though  they 
had  no  other  claim  to  be  burgefles  of  the  bo- 
roughs of  Ryader  and  Knucklas,  than  by  virtue 
only  of  a  prefentment  made  in  the  pretended  court 
leet,  holden  under  the  authority  of  certain  letters 
patent,  which  appear  not  to  have  been  enrolled 
within  the  time  expreffly  required  by  the  faid  let- 
ters patent,  in  order  to  the  validity  thereof,  ought 
not  to  have  been  admitted  as  legal  voters  at  the 
laft  eleftion. 

Number 


^z  radnor  town. 

Number  of  Voters. 
About  one  thouland. 

Returking  Officer. 

The  bailiff: 

Patron. 

Earl  of  Oxford. 
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INTRODUCTION. 

'T^HE  political  date  of  this  kingdom  was,  W 
-*•  ancient  times,  like  to  that  of  moft  others 
in  Europe.  The  lands  were  confidered  as  the 
property  of  the  fove reign  j  his  barons  or  vaf- 
(als  had  territories  parcelled  out  among  them,  un- 
der the  condition  of  performing  fervice  and  fide- 
Uty,  of  fupporting  him  in  war,  and  obeying  him 
and  giving  him  counfel  in  peace.  The  lands  were 
held  by  the  barons  (by  grants  or  charters  from  the 
king,  as  original  proprietor)  who  were  obliged  to 
appear  in  arms  when  fummoned  by  him  to  batde, 
or  to  attend  him  in  parliament,  if  he  flood  in  need 
of  their  afiiftance,  in  making  laws  or  impofing  taxes. 
Vol.  III.  [B]  Taxes 
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Taxes  were  in  thofe  days  granted  only  upon  par- 
ticular occafions,  fuch  as  the  redemption  of  the 
fovereign  if  a  prifoner,  the  payment  of  the  dowry 
of  his  eldeft  daughter,  or  the  expence  attending 
the  making  his  eldeft  fon  a  knight.  To  attend 
parliament  was  then  accounted  a  duty,  and  a 
mark  of  the  fubjcftion  of  a  feudal  vaflal ;  it  was 
always  accompanied  with  much  expence,  and  of 
courfe,  if  poflible,  avoided. 

As  the  king  parcelled  out  his  lands  among  the 
barons,  fo  did  they  among  their  inferiors  and  de- 
pendents, under  conditions  fimilar  to  thofe  which 
wxre  impofed  upon  themfelves  by  the  fovereign. 
The  barons  had  alfo  their  baron-courts,  in  imita- 
tion of  the  parliament  of  the  kingdom,  at  which 
their  vaflals  were  obliged  to  appear,  and  where 
they  fat  and  adlcd  as  judges  and  legiflators  within 
the  territories  of  their  lord. 

A  great  while  after  the  Union,  it  became  a  prac- 
tice in  Scotland,  for  the  fake  of  acquiring  political 
influence,  to  convey  *  a  freehold  eftate  to  a  friend  by 

fair 

*  It  never  was  a  practice  to  convey  the  property  vf  a  freehold 
ejiate^  onJy  the  fiiperiority,  as  aftermentioned.  The  law,  as  to 
theTnift-Oath,  made  no  diifei-ence  in  the  mode,  but  only 

obliged 
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fait  titlcisj  but  either  under  a  back  bond,  or  obli- 
gation in  honour,  to  re-convey  and  to  ufe  it  for  the 
grantor's  advantage.  To  put  a  ftop  to  this  the  Truft 
Oath,  or  Oath  of  Pofleffion,  was  framed  ;  which 
may  be  put  by  a  freeholder  to  any  one  who  claims 
aright  to  vote,  either  at  an  eleftion  for  a  member 
of  parliament,  or  at  making  up  the  roll  of  the 
freeholders  of  the  county;  and  if  refufed  to  be 
taken  and  fubfcribed,  the  name  of  the  perfon  re- 
fufing  is  to  be  ftruck  off  from  the  roll,  or  lift  of 
freeholders.  This  oath,  however,  does  not  put 
an  end  to  fiftitious  qualifications.  The  moft 
ufual  methods  of  framing  them  were  the  follow- 
ing *  t  A  proprietor  firft  feud  out  the  lands,  upon 
which  he  meant  to  make  the  qualification,  to  fome 

obliged  the  parties  to  rely  upon  the  underftood  point  of  honour^ 
inflead  of  a  promife,  or  back  bond,  as  to  the  ufe  to  be  made  of 
the  vote,  and  as  to  the  refioration  of  the  fuperiority  when  re- 
quired. 

*  A  more  ufual  way  was,  for  a  proprietor  to  convey  the 
^hole  lands,  both  property  and  fuperiorit}''  to  a  friend ;  which 
*l(riend  fir(^  reconveyed  the  property  back  to  the  owner,  and  then 
|>arcelled  out  the  fuperiorities,  and  conveyed  them  to  the  per- 
fons  who  were  meant  to  have  votes :  this  way  was  preferred,  as 
avoiding  any  dire(5t  tranfaftion  betwixt  the  known  owner  and 
the  new  voter. 

[B  2]  friend; 
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friend ;  he  then  alienated  the  fuperioritics  in  fee, 
life-rent  or  wadfet,  to  the  perfons  whom  he  wilh- 
ed  to  entitle  to  vote  ;  after  which,  the  friends,  to 
whom  he  had  feud  out  the  lands,  re-difpofed 
them  to  him ;  and  thus  he  gave  away  ^the  bare 
fuperiority  only,  Tlus  a<5k  was  legal  in  appear* 
ance,  becaufe  the  law  of  Scotland  allows  a  man  to 
alienate  the  fuperiority  *»  provided  he  retains  the 
property  in  his  lands ;  and.  it  entidcs  the  perfon 
holding  the  fuperiority  to  a  right  to  vote.  But  in 
this  refpe&  it  was  illegal ;  becaufe  the  perfons  who 
received  fuch  fuperiorities  were  underftood,  in  ho- 
nour, to  reftore  the  qualifications  when  required ; 
which  tranfa&ion  is  done  in  a  way  fo  as  not  to 
make  it  poffible  for  the  voter  to  diilurb  the  titles 
of  the  real  proprietor,  and  to  vote  under  his  influ- 
ence. 

The  Court  of  Seffion,  in  the  courfe  of  the  qtief- 
tions  which  arofc  in  confequence  of  the  general 
cleftion,  in  i768,befides  putting  the  Truft  Oath, 
allowed  feveral  interrogatories  to  be  put  to  thofc 
who  claimed  a  right  to  vote,  for  the  purpofe  of 

*  On  the  contrary,  a  man  cannot  alienate  :thc  fuperiority 
alone,  except  it  appears  that  he  is  not  then  poflefled  of  the  pro- 
perty ;  and  hence  arofe  the  various  devices  to  alienate,  in  af^aar* 
mm:Cf  the  pioperty,  previous  to  fplitting  the  fuperiorities. 

difcovering 
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difcovering  the  nature  of  the  tranfadion.  Whe- 
ther the  claimant  had  been  folicited  to  accept  of 
the  qualification,  and  if  it  was  not  given  meiely  to 
create  a  vote  ?  Whether  any  thing  had  been 
truly  paid  for  it,  or  was  truly  and  bona  fide  to  be 
paid  ?  Who  defrayed  the  expence  of  making 
the  conveyances,  &c.  &c. 

To  fuch  qucftions  feveral  perfons,  who  had 
taken  the  Truft  Oath,  refufcd  to  reply,  and  their 
names  were,   for  that   reafon,    (truck   off  from 

w 

the  rolls  of  freeholders.  But  the  decifions  of  the 
Houfe  of  Seflions  were  reverfed,  upoii  the  fame 
queftions  being  brought  by  appeal  before  the 
Houfe  of  Lords*  It  would  feem,  that  the  Houfe 
of  LwdSv  having  then  fconfidercd  the  Truft  Oath 
as  the  only  teft  of  pofleflion  allowed  by  law,  and 
That  it  exceeded  their  powers,  as  a  court  of  juf- 
,tice,  to  adopt  any  other  mode  of  proof,  this 
was  underdood  to  be  law :  till  at  lad,  on  the  re- 
view  of  two  queftions  by  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  of 
a  like  nature,  different  principles  were  adopted. 
In  the  cafes  of  the  Honourable  William  Elphin- 
ftone  againiCl  John  Campbell,  Efq,  and  others, 
30th  of  April)  1787,  and  of  Sir  William  Forbes 
and  others,  ag^nft  Sir  John  Macpherfon,  19th  of 
April,  1791,  it  was  decided,  **  That  fpecial  in- 

[B  3]  terrogatories 
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terrogatories  might  be  put  to  thofe  who  clalitied 
a  right  to  vote ;  and  if,  befides  taking  the  Trpft 
Oath,  they  refufed  to  reply,  or  if,  from  their  re- 
plies, the  tranfa&ion  appeared  to  be  fimulate,  and 
the  vote  fiditiou^,  the  claimant  ought  to  be  re- 
jedcd;* 

It  was  then  laid  down  by  the  court  to  be  the 
law  of  Scotland,  which  it  certainly  is,  **  That  the 
•proprietor  of  a  mere  right  of  fuperioripy,  which  en^r 
titles  him  only  to  a  pennyScotsyearly,  isa  freeholder, 
if  he  be.  fairly  holdpr  and  poffeffor  of  that  intereft 
in  the  lands,  fuch  as  it  \)c^  s  but  if,  for  the  fake  of 
makiiig  a  vote,  one  perfon,  (ball  only  in  appearr 
ance,  give  to  another  a  right  of  fuperiority,  while 

the  receiver  is  bound  in  honour  to  vote  either  for 

^  That  is,  provided  tl^e  lan^  of  which  he  appeared  to  be  fu- 
perior  are  of  a  certain  value. 

The  law  meant  to  give  a  right  to  vote  to  ever>'  man  who  had 
lands,  which  had  been  vklued  at  400I.  Scots,  in  the  tax-rolls. 
Now  any  mah  is  allowed  to  vote,  who  is  fuperior  of  fuch  an 
edate,  though  he  draws  but  a  penpy  or  aqy  uopainal  feu  :  but 
if  a  cafe  can  be;  imagined  of  a  perfon 's  drawing  a  feu  dut>'qf 
loool.  a  year  from  lands  valued  at  only  300!.  Scot%  that  would 
nqt  give  him  a  vote.  The  right  to  vote  is  fixed  by  the  value  of 
the  lands  thtofelves,  over  which  a  man  has  a  fupenority,  aii4 
not  by  the  value  of  the  feu  duty  which  the  fuperior  4raws  froo) 
the  lands* 

him 
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him  or  his  friend,  and  not  to  difturb  the  titles  of 
the  grantor,  in  fuch  a  cafe,  then,  is  a  fraud  com- 
mitted againft  the  law,  which  may  be  inveftigated  , 
in  the  fame  way  with  any  other  queftion  of  the 
fame  kind/' 

The  number  of  voters  in  feveral  counties  in 
Scotland,  is  not  greater  than  in  many  of  the  rot- 
ten boroughs  in  England.  The  right  of  voting 
being  thus  limited,  their  reprefentatives  cannot 
be  faid  to  be  fairly  and  impartially  elefted,  receiv- 
ing the  voice  of  influence  and  pcJwer,  inftead  of 
the^  fulFrages  of  the  people  at  large. 
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ABERDEENSHIRE. 

|N  the  roll  being  made  up,  at  a  meeting 
which  was  held  at  Aberdeen  the  21ft  of 
July,  1790,  for  the  eleftion  of  a  member  to  ferve 
this  county  in  parliament,  the  number  of  free- 
holders, in  whom  the  right  of  election  is  vefted, 
appeared  to  be  one  hundred  and  fifty-eight ;  when 
James  Fergufon,  Efq*  of  Pitfour,  was  unani- 
moufly  clefted. 

[B4]  ARGYt-E- 
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AT  the  meeting  held  ^  Inverar^  the  1 9th  oT 
July,  1790,  for  the  purpofe  of  ekfting  H 
membef  to  reprefept  this  county  in  parliament, 
the  number  of  voters,  as  appeared  by  the  roll,  was 
forty-three ;  when  Lord  Frecler jck  Campbell  wa.Q 
unanimoufly  (sled^. 

Patrqn.— rDuke  pf  Argylp. 

AYRSHIRE. 

>         • 

A  T  a  meeting  of  freeholders,  held  at  Ayr  the 
-f^  19th  of  July,  1790,  for  the  eledtionof^ 
inember  to  ferve  this  county  in  patliament,  the 
number  of  eledors  appeared  to  be  two  hundred 
and  twenty ;  when  Sir  Adam  Ferguflbn,  of  Kilker* 
ton.  BarL  wa^  unanimouily  elected. 


PAMFFSHIR  E. 

AT  a  meeting  of  freeholders,  which  F^u  hek} 
at  Bamff  the  2d  of  July,   1 790^  for  thcf 
eltiStion  of  a    member  to  represent  this  county 
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in  parliament,  the  jiumber  of  vo.ters  on  the  roll 
then  made  up,  was  one  hundred  and  eighty 
when  Sir  James  Grant,  of  Grant,  Bart,  was  unani- 
moufly  eleded. 

Patrons. — ^Duke  of  Gordon  and  Earl  of  Fife. 


BERWICKSHIRE. 

/^N  making  up  the  roll  at  a  meeting  of  free- 
^^  holders,  held  at  Greenlaw  the  ift  of  July, 
1790,  for  the  purpofe  of  elefting  a  member  to 
*  reprefent  this  county  in  parliament,  the  number 
of  voters  appeared  to  be  one  hundred  and  fifty  ; 
when  Patrick  Home,  Efq.  of  Wedderi>um,  was 
IDnanimouily  elected. 


SHIRE  OF  Caithness; 

ON  the  roll  being  made  up,  at  the  meeting  of 
freeholders,  held  at  Wick  the  ift  of  July, 
1 790,  for  the  purpofe  of  electing  a  member  to 
reprefent  this  (hire  in  parliament,  the  number  of 
yoters  found  in  the  whole  county  was  but  twenty- 

tWOi 
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UfO',  when  Sir  John  Sinclair,  Bart,  was  uoani- 
Bun^y  ek&ed. 

Patron.— Sir  John  Sinclair. 


SHIRE  OF  CROMARTY. 

TN  this  county,  according  to  the  meeting  of 
■*-  freeholders,  held  at  Cromarty  the  8th  of  July, 
i  790,  there  are  but  fix  voters 

f  As  this  numerous  body  of  voters  have  the 
exchafivr  privilege  of  electing  the  reprefentatives 
for  the  county,  their  names  mjiy  not  be  tinaccept^ 
able  to  our  readei;6. 

* 

William  Pulteney,  Efq.  of  Solway  Bank. 
Duncan  Davidfon,  Efq,  of  TuUock. 
Alexander  Rofs  Grey,  Efq.  of  Cromarty. 
David  Urqlihart,  Efq.  of  Braelangwall. 
Robert  Bruce  iEneas  Macleod,  Efq.  of  CadboIL 
Alexander  Brodie,  Efq.  of  Brodie. 

At  the  laft  general  eleftion  two  out  of  thefe  fix 
cleftors  were  candidates   for   its  reprefcntation ; 
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Viz.    Alexander    Brodie,  Efq.  of   Brodie,   and 
Duncan  Davidfon,  Efq  of  Tullock. 

The  following  freeholders  voted  for  Mr.  Da- 
vidfon. 

William  Pulteney,  Prefes. 
Duncan  Davidfon,  for  himfelf. 
.    Alexander  Rofs  Grey, 

The  following  voted  for  Mr.  Brodie. 

David  Urquhart. 

Robert  Bruce  iEneas  Macleod. 

Alexander  Brodie,  for  himfclf. 

The  numbers  being  thus  rendered  equal,  the 
Prefes,  William  Pulteney,  Efq.  (according  to  the 
laws  of  election  in  Scotland)  gave  the  cafting 
vot^  to  Mr.  Davidfon,  who  was  of  courfc  declared 
duly  elefted. 

Patrok.— Mr.  Pulteney. 


DUMBAR. 
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DUMBARTONSHIRE. 

t 

a 

ON  the  roll  being  made  up,  at  the  meeting  oif 
freeholders,  held  at  Dumbarton  the  2 1  ft  of 
July,  1790,  for  the  eledion  of  a  member  to  ferve 
this  fliire  in  parliament',  the  number  appeared  to 
be  fixty-five ;  when  Sir  Archibald  Edmonftone,  of 
Duntreath,  Bart,  was  unahimoully  elefted. 

Patrok. — Hon.  Keith  Elphinflon. 


DUMFR1ES-SHI«E. 

m 

Y^N  4i;iakiiig  up  the  roU  at  k  meeting .  of  free- 
-^^  holders,  held  at  Dumfries  the  'i4th  of  }vX% 
17904,  the  number  was  forty-nine.  A  comeft 
then  took  .pla^e»  for  tbc  repre&ntatlon  of  this 
county  in  parliament,  between  Sir  R  obeft  Lawrie» 
and  John  Johnftone,Efq  of  Alva ;  when  the  nun:i- 
bers  were,  for  Sir  John  Robert  Lawrie,  twenty- 
two,  John  Johnftone,  Efq.  thirteen  5  whereupon 
Sir  Robert  Lawrie  was  returned  as  duly  elected. 


SHIRE 
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SHIRE  OF  EDINBURGH. 

/^N  making  up  the  roll,  at  a  meeting  of  the 
^^  freeholders,  held  at  Edinburgh,  ajth  June^ 
1790,  the  number  of  ele&ors  appeared  to  be 
ninety  fix  ^  when  Robert  Dundas,  Efq.  of  Ar« 
nifton,  was  unanimoufly  eleded  their  reprclentar 
tive  in  pariiament. 

Patron. — ^Right  Hon.  Henry  Dundas« 


FIFESHIRE^ 

^^VN  the  roll  being  made  up,  at  the  meeting  c( 
\J  freeholders,  held  at  Cupar  the  2zd  of  July, 
^790,  fof  the  purpdfe  of  ele(%ing  a  member  to  ire^ 
prefent  this  fhire  in  parliament,  the  number  of 
voters  was  one  hundred  and  eighty-eight ;  when 
William  Wemyfs,  Efq,  of  Wemyfs,  was  unani- 
moufly eleded. 

J?jiTao2ir.— Earl  of  Fife.  . 


FORFAI^. 
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FORFARSHIRE. 

ON  the  roll  made  up,  at  the  meeting  of  free- 
holders, held  at  Forfar  the  id  of  July, 
1790,  for  thepurpofeof  elefting  a  member  to 
reprefent  this  (hire  in  parliament,  the  number 
appeared  to  be  ninety-two;  when  David  Scott^ 
£fq.  of  Dunninauldj  was  unanimoufly  ele(5ted. 


HADDINGTONSHIRE. 

^^N  the  roll  made  up,  at  a  meeting  of  free- 
holders, held  at  Haddington  the  28  th  of 
June,  1790,  for  the  purpofe  of  elefting  a  repre- 
ientative  to  ferve  this  county  in  parliament,  the 
number  was  feventy-fix  ;  when  John  Hamilton^ 
£(q.  of  Fencaitland,  was  unanimoufly  elected. 


INVERNESS-SHIRE* 

AT  a  meeting  of  freeholders,  held  at  Invernefs 
the  27th  of  July,  1790,  for  the  purpofe  of 
eledting  a  repreCentative  in  parliament  for  t)iis 

county. 
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county,  the  number  of  voters,  as  appeared  by  the 
roU  then  made  up,  was  one  hundred  and  three  ; 
when  Ueutenant-colonel  Norman  Macleod,  of 
Macleod,  was  unanimoufly  elefted. 

Patron. — Duke  of  Gordon* 


KINCARDINESHIRE. 

A  T  a  meeting  of  freeholders,  held  at  Stone* 
haven  the  14th  of  July,  1790,  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  elefting  a  reprefentative  in  parliament  for 
this  county,  the  number  of  voters,  as  appeared  by 
the  roll  then  made  up,  was  fifty-five ;  when  Robert 
Barclay,  Efq.  of  Urie,  was  unanimoufly  eleftod. 


KINROSS-SHIRE. 

ft 

A  T  a  meeting  of  freeholders,  held  at  Kinrols 

on  the  6th  of  July,  1790,  for  the  purpofe 

of  ele&ing  a  reprefentative  to  fcrve  this  county  ia 

parliament,  the  number  of  voters  appeared  to  be 

twenty-three ;  when  George  Graham,  Efq.  of  Kin- 

TofSf  was  unanimoufly  eleded. 

STEWARTRY 
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STEWARTRY  OF  KIRKCUDBRIGHT* 

A  T  the  meeting  of  freeholders,  held  at  Kirkcud* 
bright  the  14th  of  July,  1790,  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  elefting  a  reprefentative  to  fervc  this  place 
in  parliament,  the  number  was,  as  appears  by  the 
roll  made  up,  one  hundred  and  fifty-five ;  when 
Major-general  Alexander  Stewart  was  unanimoufly 
eleded. 

LANERKSHIRE. 

/^N  the  roll  made  up,  at  a  meeting  of  free- 
^^  holders,  held  at  Lanerkthe  14th  of  July, 
1790,  for  the  purpofe  of  elefting  their  reprefen- 
tative in  paarliament,  the  number  of  voters  was 
one  hundred  and  forty-eight;  when  Sir  James 
Steuart  Denholme,  of  Coltnefs,  Bart,  was  unani* 
moufly  eledted. 

LINLITHGOWSHIRE. 

AT  the   laft   general   eledion.    Sir  William 
AuguP^us  Cunninghame,    of  Livingftone, 
and  the  Honourable  John  Hope,  oppoied  each 

other 
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Other  as  candidates  for  the  reprefentation  of  that 
county  in  parliaaient.  The  number  of  freeholders 
is  fixty-two ;  of  which  number  thirty-four  voted 
for  the  Honourable  John  Hope,  and  twenty  for 
Sir  William  Auguftus  Cunninghame ;  whereupon 
the  Honourable  John  Hope  was  returned  as  duly 
eleded. 


SHIRE  OF  MORAY* 

/*\N  the  roll  made  up,  at  the  meeting  of  free- 
^^  holders,  held  at  Elgin  the  5tJi  of  July, 
1790,  for  the  purpofe  of  dediling  a  reprefentauve 
to  ferve  this  county  in  parliament,  the  nuiliber  Of 
voters  was  feventy-feven ;  when  Lewis  Alexander 
Grant,  Efq.  of  Grant,  the  youx^er,  was  unani* 
moufly  eledted. 


SHIRE  OP  ORKNEY. 

AT  the  laft  general  eledtion^  a  conteft  took 

place  for  the  reprefentation  of  this  county, 

between  John  Balfour,  Efq.  Fiar  of  War{ater»  and 

Colonel  Thomas  Dundas,  of  Fingaik.  The  nam* 
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ber  of  freeholders,  as  appears  by  the  roll  made  up 
at  the  meeting  held  at  Kirkwall,  on  the  28th  of 
July,  1790,  was  forty;  nineteen  of  whom  voted 
for  Mr.  Balfour,  and  thirteen  for  Mr.  Dundas; 
whereupon  Mr.  Balfour  was  returned  as  duly 
clefted. 

Patron. — Sir  Thomas  Dundas. 


PEEBLES-SHIRE. 

ON  the  roU^  made  up  at  the  meeting  of  free- 
holders, held  at  Peebles  the  5th  of  July, 
1790^  the  number  of  voters  was  thirty-feven ; 
when  Lieutenant  William  Montgomery  was  una- 
QJmouily  eleded. 


PERTHSHIRE. 

A  T  die  kft  general  eleftion  for  the  reprefenta- 
tive  of  this  county,  there  was  a  conteft  be- 
tween Major  General  James  Murray,  of  Strowan, 
and  John  Drummond,  Efq.  of  Megginch;  on 
which  occafion  the  number  of  freeholders,  as  ap- 
pears by  the  roll  made  up  at  their  meeting,  held 

ac 
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at  Perth  the  i7ih  of  Jnly,  1790,  was  one  hun- 
dred and  forty-five;  fixty-feven  of  whom  voted  for 
General  Murray,  and  thirty-nine  for  Mr.  Drum- 
mond ;  whereupon  the  General  was  returned  as 
duly  elected. 


RENFREWSHIRE. 

A  T  the  laft  general  eleftion  for  this  county, 
^  ^  there  was  a  conteft  for  its  rcprefentation,  be- 
tween John  Shaw  Stewart,  Efq.  of  Greenock,  and 
Alexander  Cunninghame,  Efq.  of  Craigends.  The 
number  of  freeholders,  as  appears  by  the  roU^ 
made  up  at  the  meeting  held  at  Renfrew  the 
24th  of  July,  1 790,  was  one  hundred  and  twenty- 
eight  ;  twenty-two  of  whom  voted  for  Mr.  Stewart, 
and  twenty-one  for  Mr.  Cunninghame;  where- 
upon Mr.  Stewart  was  declared  and  returned  as 
duly  elefted. 


ROSS-SHIRE. 

« 

/^N  the  making  up  of  the  rolU  at  the  meeting 
^^  of  freeholders,  held  at  Tarn  the  1 6th  of  July, 
1790,  for  the  purpofe  of  electing  a  reprefentative 
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to  ferve  this  (hire  in  parliament/  the  number  of 
voters  was  fcventy-two;  when  William  Adam, 
£fq.  the  younger,  of  Blair,  was  unanimoufly 
elefted. 


ROXBURGHSHIRE- 

A  T  the  laft  general  eledion  there  was  a  contcft 
^  for  the  reprefcntation  of  this  county,  be- 
tween Sir  George  Douglas,  of  Springwood  Park, 
and  John  Rutherford,  Efq.  of  Edgarftoun.  The 
number  of  freeholders,  as  appears  by  the  roll 
made  up  at  their  meeting,  which  was  held  at 
Jedburgh  the  24th  of  July,  1790,  was  eighty- 
one ;  thirty  of  whom  voted  for  Sir  Geo^  Doug- 
las, and  twenty-five  for  Mr.  Rutherford ;  where-* 
upon  Sir  George  was  declared  duly  elected. 


SELKIRKSHIRE. 

THE  number  of  freeholders  for  this  county, 
as  appears  by  the  roll  which  was  made  up 
at  their  meeting,  held  at  Selkirk  the  2d  of  July, 
1790,  for  the  purpofe  of  dedii^  a  member  10 

fervc 
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Jerve  them  in  parliament,  was  forty ;  when  Mark 
Pringle^  Efq.  of  Fairnilie,  was  unanimoufly 
dented. 


STIRLINGSHIRE. 

A  T  the  laft  general  ele&ion  there  was  a  coa- 
-*^^  teft  for  the  reprefentation  of  this  county, 
between  Sir  Alexander  Campbell,  of  Ardkinlafs, 
Bart,  and  Sir  Thomas  Dundas,  of  Kerfe,  Bart. 
The  number  of  freeholders,  as  appeared  by  the 
roll  then  made  up,  at  the  meeting  which  was 
held  at  Sdrling  the  6th  of  July,  1790,  was  fifty- 
nine;  twenty-eight  of  whom  voted  for  Sir  Tho- 
mas Dundas,  and  twenty-two  for  Sir  Alexander 
Campbell ;  whereupon  Sir  Thomas  was  returned 
as  duly  elefted. 


SHIRE  OF  SUTHERLAND. 

A  T  the  kft  gei](eral  eledion,  there  was  a  con- 
-*^  teft  for  the  reprefentation  of  this  coimty, 
between  General  James  Grant,  of  Ballindallock, 
Robert  Bruce  ^neas  Macleod»  Efq.  of  Cad- 
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boll,  and  Robert  Home  Gordon,  Efq.  of  tmbo. 
The  number  of  freeholders,  as  appears  by  the 
roll  made  up  at  their  meeting,  which  was  held  at 
Dornock  the  14th  of  July,  1790,  was  thirty-five; 
nine  of  whom  voted  for  General  Grant,  five  for 
Mr.  Macleod,  and  three  for  Mr.  Gordon ;  where- 
upon the  General  was  returned  as  duly  elefted. 

WIGTONSHIRE. 

/^N  the  roll  being  made  up,  at  the  meeting  of 
^^  freeholders,  held  at  Wigton  the  i6th  of 
July,  1790,  the  number  appeared  to  be  fifty* 
three;  whpn  Andrew  M*Dowal,  Efq.  xj£  CuU 
groat,  was  unanimoufly  eleded. 


SHIRE  OF  BUTE. 

A  T  the  making  up  of  the  roll  of  freeholders, 
-^^  at  a  meeting  held  at  Rothfay  the  2  2d  of 
April,  1784,  fmce  which  time  the  freeholders  have 
had  no  meeting,  (not  fending  a  reprefentative  to 
this  prefent  parliament)  the  number  of  eleftors 
appeared  to  be  twelve. 

Patron.— Earl  of  Bute. 

CLACK- 
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CLACKMANNANSHIRE. 

A  T  a  meeting  of  the  freeholders  of  this  county, 
Jicld  at  Clackmannan  the  29th  of  Novem- 
ber, 1788,  fince  which  time  they  have  had  no 
meeting,  (not  fending  a  member  to  this  prefent 
parliament)  the  number  of  voters,  as  appeared  by 
the  roll  then  made  up^  was  fifteen. 


NAIRNSHIRE. 

AT  a  meeting  of  the  freeholders  of  this 
county,  held  at  Nairn  in  Michaelmas,  1789, 
iince  which  no  meeting  has  been  held,  this  (hire 
not  returning  a  member  to  this  parliament,  the 
number  of  voters,  as  appeared  on  the  roll  then 
made  up,  was  twenty. 


[C  4]  SCOTCH 
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SCOTCH    BOROUGHS, 


INTRODUCTION. 

* 

T3  T  an  aft  of  the  Scotdi  parliament  pafled  in 
'*-'  1 706,  apd  which  was  a^erward^  engrofled  in 
the  Treaty  of  Union,  the  city  of  Edinburgh  is 
allowed  to  eledt  one  commiffioner  or  reprefentar 
tive  to  ferye  in  parliament ;  while  the  reft  of  the 
boroughs,  which  are  divided  into  fourteen  di- 
ftriifb^  are  impowered  \o  fend  qh^  to  each  dir 
llria. 

Formf^ly  the  councilors  an^  m^giftfate^  of  tfao 
royal  boroughs  in  Scotland  were  eleded  anauaUy, 
by  a  poll-  of  the  burgefles,  as.  they  w^re  in  Eng- 
land, agreeable  to  the  principles  of  our  conllitu- 
tion ;  but,  ^y  an  a£t  of  1*469,  this  mode  was  al- 
tered, apd  the  old  council  ordered  annually  to 
choofe  the  new  one ;  both  of  which  united  to  efeft 
the  office  bearers  and  magiftrates;  but  the  direftions 
of  the  ftatute  having  never  been  exactly  attended 
tp,  there  is  now  no  precife  rule  for  the  eledion  of 

the 
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che  council  and  xnagiftnttes  of  the  n^al  borau^n 
gcneially ;  each  borough  cbuming  its  own  politi- 
fiai  inflitution. 

The  form  of  proceeding  at  the  ekftion  of  the 
reprefentacives  of  the  fourteen  diftriAs  of  thefe 
boroughs  is  this.  The  (heriff,  on  receiving  the 
writ,  indorfes  on  it  the  date  on  which  it  came  to 
iiand  ;  he  then  makes  out  a  precept  to  every  bo* 
rough  within  his  jurifdidion,  requiring  them 
to  deft  a  commiflioner  to  meet  at  die  prefiding 
borou^  of  the  diftrift,  there  to  aflift  in  elefting 
a  burgefs  to  (erve  in  parliament.  Theie  precepts 
muft  be  delivered  by  the  flierifF  to  the  chief  ma- 
giftiate  refiding  in  the  borough,  within  four  days 
{ifter  receiving  the  writ,  under  the  penalty  of  looL 
flerUng  for  each  offence. 

Under  a  like  penalty  the  chief  magiftrates  muft 
indorie  upon  the  precept  the  date  of  its  delivery ; 
and,  within  two  days,  mud  call  a  meeting  of  the 
council  of  the  borough,  to  fix  a  day,  at  the  dif- 
caLnce  of  at  leaft  two  free  days,  for  the  election  of 
ft  commiffioner  or  delegate,  to  go  to  the  head- 
bocough  to  vote  at  the  election  of  a  member  for 
the  diftrift.  The  council  meeting  for  this  elec- 
'fion^  then  take  the  oath  of  allegiance,  and  (ign 

the 
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the  aflurance  -,  the  town-clerk  then  takes  an  oath 
againft  bribery,  and  fwears  to  make  a  faithful  re- 
turn. The  votes  being  then  put,  the  clerk  is  or- 
dered to  draw  up  a  commiflion,  to  the  perfon 
who  has  the  majority,  and  to  iign  and  af&x  to  it 
the  common  feal  of  the  borough. 

The  commiffioners  from  the  different  boroughs, 
being  thus  chofen,  meet  at  the  prefiding  or  head 
borough  of  the  diftrift,  on  the  thirtieth  day  after 
the  fejie  of  the  writ ;  or,  if  that  (hould  fall  on  a 
Sunday,  on  the  day  following,  between  eleven  and 
twelve  o'clock  in  the  forenoon.  The  commifiioner 
from  the  prefiding  borough  then  adminifters  to 
the  clerk  of  his  own  borough,  who  is  alfo  clerk 
of  the  meeting,  an  oath  againfl  bribery,  and  thap 
he  ihall  make  a  faithful  return. 

Having  thus  given  a  brief  account  of  the  law 
of  Scotland,  with  refpeft  to  the  authority  which 
the  royal  boroughs  have,  of  elefting  reprefenta- 
tives  to  ferve  them  in  parliament,  and  the  manner 
in  which  the  delegates  or  commiffioners  are  chofen 
and  lent  to  the  prefiding  borough,  to  proceed  to 
fuch  elcftion,  we  (hall  now  proceed  to  give  the 
names  of  the  boroughs  which  compofe  the  di- 
ftrifts,  together  with  the  names  of  thofe  perfons 

who 
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who  are  generally  elefted  and  returned  by  them  to 
be  their  reprefcntativcs  in  parliament. 

The  city  of  Edinburgh,  being  a  place  of  fome 
note,  we  Ihall,  with  leave  of  our  Readers,  place 
it  at  the  head  of  the  boroughs. 


EDINBURGH. 


Political  Character. 

'np  H  E  mode  of  proceeding  at  the  eleftion  of 
the  member  of  parliament  for  this  city  is  ex- 
tremely fimple,  the  right  of  cleftion  being  in  the 
whole  magiftrates  and  council,  ordinary  and  ex- 
traordinary,  united.  The  clerk  (although  perhaps 
he  lies  under  no  ftri6t  neceflity  by  ftatute  to  do  fo) 
uiually  takes  the  oath  ^ainfl  bribery,  and  to  make 
a  faithful  return. 

The  whole  is  fettled  in  a  general,  but  rather  in- 
accurate way,  by  an  aft  of  the  6th  of  Queen 
Ann,  c.  6.  5.  ^*  The  Sheriff  of  the  (hire  of  Edin- 
burgh (hall,  on  the  receipt  of  the  writ,  direfted 
to  him,  forthwith  direft  his  precept  to  the  Lord 
Provoft  of  Edinburgh,  to  caufe  a  burgefs  to  be 

elefted 
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doAed  for  that  city ;  and  on  the  receipt  of 
precept,  the  city  of  Edinburgh  (ball  cleft  their 
member ;  and  their  common  clerk  (hall  certify  his 
luune  to  die  (heriff  of  Edinburgh,  who  Ihall  an- 
nex it  to  his  writ,  and  return  it. 

The  council  by  whom  the  meftiber  is  elefted 

confifts  of 

A  provoft 

Four  bailies 

Dean  of  guild 

Treafurer 

Old  provoft 

Four  old  bailies 

Old  dean  of  guild 

Old  treafurer 
Three  merchant  counfellors 
Two  trader  counfellors 
Six  ordinary  council  deacons 
Eight  extraordinary  council  deacons. 

Thefe  voters  are  all  under  the  influence  of  Mr. 
Dundasy  their  prefent  reprelentative.  The-  enor* 
mous  patronage  whidi  this  gentleman  is  necefla* 
rily  in  poflellion  of,  from  the  various  and  lucra* 
tive  pUces  which  he  holds  under  Government,  in^ 
fures  to  him  the  certainty  of  fuccefs  for  the  re* 

prefentation 
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prefentatioti  of  the  city,  unattended  both  urith 
the  trouble  of  canvaffing  and  the  ocpence  of  so 
oppolition  to  his  intereft. 

Number  OF  VoTERSw-r-Tlmty-thice; 

Patron. — ^Right  Hon.  Henry  Dundas. 


DISTRICT  I. 

This  diltrift^  of  which  IXngwall  was  the  pre« 
fiding  borough,  comprifes  alfo  Dornoch^  Wick, 

Kirkwall,  and  Tain. 

At  the  lad  general  election,  Sir  Charles  Rofs, 
of  Balnagown,  Bart,  was  unanimoufly  elefted  to 
reprefent  them  in  parliament. 

Number  of  Voters. — ^FIVE,  • 
Patron.— -Sir  Thomas  Dundas. 

DISTRICT  II. 

This  diftrid,  of  which  Fortrofe  was  the  pre* 
fiding  borough^  comprifes  ^o  Invemeisy  Nairn^ 
and  Forres. 

At 
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At  the  lad  general  eleftion,  Sir  Heftor  Monro 
was  unanimoufly  eleded  to  reprefent  them  in  par- 
liament. 

Number  of  Voters. — THREE. 


DISTRICT  III. 

This  diftria,  of  which  Elgin  was  the  prefiding 
borough,  comprifes  alfo  BamfF>  Cullen,  Kintore» 
and  Inverurjr. 

At  the  laft  general  eleftion,  Alexander  Brodie, 
Efq.  was  unanimoufly  eleded  to  reprefent  them  in 
parliament. 

Number  of  Voters. — FIVE. 


DISTRICT  IV. 

This  diftrift,  of  which  Aberdeen  was  the  pfc- 
fiding  borough,  comprehends  alfo  Montrofe,  Bre- 
chin, Aberbrothock,  or  Inverbervie. 

At  the  lail  general  eledlion  there  was  an  oppofi- 

tion  for  the  reprcfentation  of  thefe  boroughs  in 

\  parliament 
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parliament  between  Alexander  Callender,  Efq.  of 
Crichton,  and  Sir  David  Carnegie,  of  Southefk. 
The  delegates  of  Aberdeen,  Montrofe,  and  Inver- 
bervie, voted  for  Mr.  Alexander,  and  thofc  of 

• 

Brechin  and  Aberbrothock  for  Sir  David ;  when 
Mr.  Callender  was  ele£ted^  and  duly  returned. 

Number  of  Voters.— FIVE. 


DISTRICT  V. 

This  diftrift,  of  which  Perth  was  the  prefiding 
borough,  comprifes  alfo  Dundee,  St.' Andrew's, 
Cupar,  and  Forfar. 

At  the  laft  general  eleftion  for  thefe  boroughs, 
a  conteft  took  place  between  Captain  George 
Murray,  of  Pitkeathly,  and  Captain  Colin  Camp- 
bell, of  Carwhin.  The  commiffioners  for  Dun- 
dee, St.  Andrew's,  Cupar,  and  Forfar,  voted  for 
Mr.  Murray,  and  that  for  Perth  for  Capt.  Camp- 
bell ;  when  Captain  Murray  was  returned  as  duly 
eleded. 

Number  of  Voters. — FIVE. 


DISTRICT 
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DISTRICT  VI. 

X 

This  diftri^:,  of  which  Cfaill  was  the  preCding 
borough,  comprehends  aUb  Kilrunny,  Anftrather 
Weftcr,  Anftruther  Eafter,  and  Pittenwcen. 

At  the  laft  general  election  there  was  a  conteft 
for  the  reprefentation  of  thefe  boroughs  in  parlia* 
ment,  between  Sir  John  Anftruther  and  Thomas 
£rikine»  Efq.  late  Britifh  Cqnful  at  Gottenburgh* 
The  delegates  for  Anftruthejf  Wefter,  Anftruthef 
Eafter^  and  Pittenween»  voted  for  Sir  John,  and 
Ihofe  for  Craill  and  Kilrenny  for  Mr.  Erikine ; 
whereupon  Sir  John  Anftruther  was  returned  aa 
duly  elefted. 

NUMBEK  OF  V0TERS.->FIV£< 


DISTRICT  VII. 

This  diftrift,  of  which  Kinghorn  was  the  pw^ 
fidtt^  borou^,  compriips  alfp  Dyfart,  KirkaW 
die,  and  Bruntifland. 

At  the  laft  general  eledion  there  was  an  oppo* 
fition  for  their  reprefentation  in  parliament,  be- 
tween 
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tween  the  Honourable  Charles  Hope  and  John 
Crawfurd,  Efq.  of  Auchinames.  The  delegates 
for  Kinghorn  and  Kirkaldie  voted  for  Mr.  Hope, 
and  thofe  for  Dyfart  and  Bruntifland  for  Mr. 
Crawfurd ;  when  Mr.  Hope  was  eledted  by  the 
cafting  vote  of  the  delegate  for  Kinghorn,  the  re- 
turning borough. 

Number  of  Voters. — FOUR. 


DISTRICT  VIII. 

This  diftria,  of  which  Stirling  was  the  pre- 
fiding  borough,  comprifes  alfo  Inverkeithing, 
Dunferline,  Culrofs,  and  Queensfeny. 

At  the  laft  general  eledion.  Sir  Archibald 
Campbell  was  eleded  without  oppofition. 

f^uMBER  OF  Voters. — ^FOUR. 


DISTRICT  IX. 

This  diftridt,  of  which  Ruthorglen  was  the  pre* 
fiding  borough,  comprehends  alfo  Glafgow,  Ren- 
frew,  and  Dumbartoa. 

Vol.  III.  [D]  Ac 


34  SCOTCH  BOROUGHS!. 

At  the  laft  general  eledion,    Mr.  M'Dowal 
was  unanimoufly  elcfted. 

Number  of  Voters. — FOUR. 


DISTRICT  X. 

This  diftrift,  of  which  Jedburgh  was  the  pre- 
fiding  borough,  comprifes  alfo  Dunbar,  North 
Berwick,  Lauder,  and  Haddington. 

At  th^  laft  general  eleftion  there  was  a  conteft 
for  theif  reprefentation  between  the  Honourable 
Thomas  Maitland  and  Colonel  Fullarton.  The 
delegates  for  Jedburgh  and  Haddington  voted  for 
Mr.  FuUarton,  and  thofe  for  Dunbar,  North 
Berwick  and  Lauder  for  Mr.  Maitland  5  where- 
upon  the  latter  gentleman  wa^  returned. 

Number  of  Voters.^ — FIVE. 


DISTRICT  XI. 

This  diftria,  of  which  Peebles  was  the  return- 
ing boroagh,  comprifes  alfo  Linlithgow,  Selkirk, 

and  Lanerk. 

At 
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At  the  laft  general  eleftion,  William  Grieve, 
Efq.  was  unanimoufly  eledted. 

r 

m 

Number  of  Voters.-^FOUR. 


DISTRICT  XIL 

This  diftrift,  of  Which  Dumfries  Was  the  pre- 
fiding  borough,  comprehends  alfo  Kirkcudbright, 
Annan,  Lochmaben,  and  Sanquhar. 

At  the  laft  general  eleftion  there  was  a  conteft 
for  their  reprefentation  in  parliament  between 
Captain  Millar,  jun.  of  Dalfwinton,  and  Sir  James 
Johnftone.  The  delegates  for  Annan  and  Loch- 
maben voted  for  Sir  James,  and  thofe  for  Dum- 
fries, Kirkcudbright,  and  Sanquhar,  for  Captain 
Millar;  whereupon  Captain  Millar  was  returned. 

Number  of  Voters.— FIVE. 


DISTRICT  XIII. 

This  diftrid,  of  which  Whithorn  was  the  pre- 
fiding  borough,  comprifes  alfo  New  Galloway, 
Stranraer,  and  Wigton. 

[D  2]  At 
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At  the  laft  general  eleftion  there  was  an  oppo- 
fition  for  their  reprefentation  between  Lord  Daer 
and  Colonel  Balfour.  The  delegates  for  New  Gal- 
loway and  Stranraer  voted  for  the  former,  and 
thofe    for  Whithorn    and  Wigton   for  the   lat- 
ter; when  Colonel  Balfour  was  declared   to   be 
,  duly  elected,  Whithorn  being  the  returning  bo- 
rough. 

Number  of  Voters. — FOUR. 


DISTRICT  XIV. 

This  diftrift,  of  which  Irvine  was  the  returning 
borough^  comprehends  alfo  Rothfay,  Inverary, 
Campbellton  and  Ayr. 

At  the  laft  general  eledion,  the  Honourable 
Colonel  Charles  Stuart  was  unanimouily  eleded. 

Number  of  Voters. — FIVE. 
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Counties,  Citicf,  an4  When  firft        When  difcon-     When  reftor- 

Boroughs.  f^inunttoe^  tinucd  ed. 


Bedfqrdshjrb. 
Duftfiai/i     «      -     r      4£dw.  IL 

Bedford     •    .    -    -  23  Edw.  I, 

Bbrkshirs. 

Niy^bexry     «>      -      r  30  Edw.  L      iiEdw.III. 

Win^for     ....  Ditto  14  Edw.  III.      7  Edw,  IV. 

Reading     -.  -    -    -  23  Edw,  I. 

WaUingford    -    -    -  Ditto 

Abingdon     r     -     -  1 1  Edw.  III.    x2Edw.III.    4&5W.«£M, 
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Counties,  Citiesi  And      v 
Boroughs. 

When  firft     . 
fummoned. 

Whin 

difcontinued. 

Whtn 
reftorcd. 

Buckinghamshire. 

Buckingham 
Wyconu)      -    - 
Aylelbury      -      -     - 
Agmondeiham     -     - 
Wcndover      -     -     - 
Marlovv    -    .    -     - 

n  Edw.  III. 
28  Edw.  I. 

J  Mary 
28  Edw.  I. 

Ditto 

sDiito 

1 2  Edw.  nt. 
17  Edw.  IV. 

2  Edw.  II. 
Ditto 
Ditto 

36  H.  VIII. 
33  H.  VIII. 

2 1  James  I. 
^itto 
Ditto 

Camridgeshiiib. 

Ely 23  Edw.  I.      27  Edw.  III. 

Wijbeach     -     -     .     - 

Cambridge  Univcrfity       i  James  I. 

Town     .    23  Edw.  I.      17Edw.IV.    33H.Vin, 


CH£fiHfRB. 

Chefler 


I  i:dw.vi. 

Ditto 


Cornwall. 

Folurun 

Xiaunoefton 
LefKard    -     . 
Ijeilwithiel 
Truro 
Sodmia 
Hclfton    - 
Saltalh      - 
Camel  ford 
Wcftlooc    - 
Grampound 
Ealllooe     - 
Penryn     - 
Trcconcy 
Bofliney 
St.  Ives 
Fowcy 
St,  Gcrmaii^ 


X I  Edw.  m.    1 2  Edw.  in. 


-  23  Edw.  I. 

Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
w       DTtto 

-  6  Edw.  VI. 

Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 

-  14  Edw.  m. 

1  Mary 

-  23  Edw.  I. 
.      6  Edw.  VI. 

-  4&CP.&M. 

-       I4MW.III, 

j^  Ells. 


1 7  Edw.  IV. 

1  Edw,  VI. 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Difto 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto  ^ 

i4Edw.irL 
35  Edw.  I. 


13  EHz. 
I  Eliz, 


I4£dw.in.     13  EUb 
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WORCBSTERSHIRB. 

Brom/gro<ui 
DudUy         .     . 
Kid^rmnfltr  -     - 
Ferfikrt      -    - 

Worceftcr 
Droitwich 
Evefhajn 
Bcwdley    -.    -    . 


When  firft  When 

fammoned.       dtfcontinued* 


23  Bdw.  I, 
Doi 
Do. 
Do. 

Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Jac.  I« 


24  Edw.  I. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 


5  Edw.  II. 
24  Edw.  L 


When 
reftored. 
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Yorkshire, 

Doncafiir    -  - 

JemiaU      -  - 

Pickering    -  - 

Ra^en/^    -  . 

TykbuU       .  . 

Hallifax     -  - 

Whitby        -  . 
X////     ... 


York    -    -    - 
Hull     .    .    . 
Itnarefborough 
Scarborough 
Kippon       -    - 

Heydon  -  - 
Borottghbridge 
Aldborough  - 
Malton  -  . 
Thirik  .  - 
Beverley  -  - 
Northallerton 
Pontefra^l 
Richmond 


23  Edw.  I, 

Do. 

Do. 
33  Edw.  I. 
23  Edw.  I. 
Commonw. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 
33  Edw.  I. 

I  Mary 
23  Edw.  I. 

Do. 

Do. 

I  Mary 

5Ph.&M. 

23  Edw,  1. 

Do. 

D  o. 

26  Edw,  I, 
23  Edw.  I. 

27  Eliz. 


24  Edw.  I. 
Do 
Do. 

12  Edw.  in. 

24  Edw.  I. 


34  Edw.  I.       1 2  Edw.  II« 


24  Edw.  I. 
2  Edw.  IL 
24  Edw.  I. 


27  Edw.  I. 
24  Edw.  I. 

1  Edw.  II. 
27  Edw.  I. 
Do, 


I  Edw.  n. 

Edw.  VI. 

I  Edw.  VI- 


Cha,IL 
I  Edw,  YL 
5  Eliz, 

Cha,II. 
19  Jac  L 
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Counties,  Cities,  and  ■  When  firft  When  WIm^ 

fioroughsb    ,  fummoned.       difcontlnued.  tdRortd. 


C  I  J?  QJ5  E    PORTS. 

IfafUngs    -  *  -    «    *    43  ^^^*  ^^* 
Dover        -    -    -    -         Do. 

Sandwich        -     -    -  Do.  30  Edw.  I. 

Hytho       .     .    1    -  Do:  "16  Edw.  IL 

New  Romney       -    -         Do.  19  Edw*  II, 

fiyc     .    ---      -    ,    43 Edw. I JI.  -         iiRic.  II. 

y^inchchelfea  -    -     -         Do.  20  Ric  IL 

'§cafed      .  •  .    .    .    26  Edw.  I.      »7  ^^<J«^-  I-         I  Hen.  IV. 

3rEdw.-L  -    16  Car.  L 

17  Edw.  II. 

30  Edw.  II. 

19  Ric.  II-  • 

21  Ric.  II. 
2  Hen,  IV, 

Calais  in  France.  ^    -  .  27Hen;  VIII      5  Ph.  SrM, 


WALES. 
Twelve  Counties    - 


Tweve  counties    ->      ..Hcn.VIli 
ywplvc  Boroughs  - )       ' 


SCOTLAND. 


Thirty  Counties      -  >        ,  *  ^^^ 
Fifteen  Borbughi    -J       ^^""^ 


By  the  above  Table  it  appears  that  SEVENTYrONE  boroughs^ 
cxclufive  of  Calais  in  France,  which  formerly,  fent  members  to  parlia- 
ment, are  now  disfranchifed;  and  that  boroughs  have  been  created  and 
anniiillated,  from  the  reign  of  Edwjird  I.  to  that  of  Charles  II.  at  the 
whim  of  each  fucceffive  monarch.  We  may  here  be  allowed  to  aik 
the  enemies  of  reform,  whether  the  conllitudon  would  receive  s^ 
greater  injury  from  the  disfrandtuf^ment  of  Old  Sarum,  Gatcon, 
Caftle  Rifii)^>  or  Midhurfl,  than  it  has  at  prefent  fuftainei  from  the 
difqualification  of  Leeds  or  Manchefler.  It  furely  becomes  neceflary 
to  aooliih  the  exifting  rotten  boroughs,  or,  according  to  the  argument 
of  our  opponents,  to  make  the  conmtution  coTiplete,  by  reftonng  the 
feventy-ofte  which  have  b^een  difcontinued. 
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HAVING  exhibited  a  pidure  of  the  deformity 
of  the  prefent  fyftem  of  reprcfentation,  we 
wifli,  before  we  clofe  the  fubjeft,  to  lead  our 
readers  to  the  more  pleafing  contemplation  of  a 
perfed  one.  The  plan  adopted  by  the  Weftmin- 
fler  Committee  of  Aflbciation,  and  that  introduced 
into  Parliament  by  the  Duke  of  Richmond  in 
1780,  being,  in  principle  and  eflence,  the  fame, 
we  devote  our  produdtion  to  the  purpofe  of  diflc* 
minating  a  knowledge  of  them  amongft  the 
people,  fatisfied  that  a  reform,  fo  univcffaljy  admit- 
ted to  be  eifenjtiai  to  the  exiftence  of  our  liberty;,, 
l^as  been  fo  little  attended  to,  owing  to  its  having 
been  fo  little  known.  The  vei>om  of  corruption, 
which  infofes  its  poifon  into  every  branch  of  the 
prefent  fyftem,  like  liquid  fire  in  the  fea,  would 
be  obliterated  among  the  great  mafs  of  the 
people. 


I^D  5]  Rep(urt 
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Report  of  ibe  Sub-Committee  of  JVeJlmittfter^  apporxtetf 

.  April  12,  1780,  to  take  into  conftderation  all  fuch 

matitrs^  relative  to  the  ^leEiion  of  Members  of  Par^ 

.  liamenty  as  may  p'omote  the  purpqfes  of  the  prefent 

Affbciation. 

Free  Majbns  Tavern j  May  lyth,  1780. 

TH  E  Sub-committee  having  duly  examined 
the  various  ftatutes  of  this  reaUn  refpe&ihg 
the  deftion  of  members  to  ferve  in  the  Commons^ 
Haufe  of  Parliament,  more  particularly  fuch  ag; 
were  enaded  for  the  purpole  of  guarding  againft 
the  prevalence  of  bribery  and  corruption  at  elec- 
tions, and  the  operation  of  every  other  fpecies  of 
undue  influence  upon  the  eleftors  and  eleded ; 
and  rcfleAing  upoin  the  inefficacy  of  thcfe  provi  - 
lions  with  reljpeft  to  the  prevention  of  evils,  which 
threaten  the  final  extindion  of  our  liberties,  arc- 
decidcdly  of  opinion,  that  no  efFeclual  reformation 
of  the  abufes  in  queftion  can  take  place,  unlefs 
the  people  exercife  their  inherent  and  yndonbted 
right  of  reviewing  the  whole  plan  of  delegation, 
and  by  recurring  to  the  firft  principles  of  our  con- 
ftitution,  again  eftablilh  it  upon  its  ancient  foun- 
dations of  equity  and  right  reafon. 

When 
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When  error  has  obtained  the  fanftipn  of  time, 
it  appears  to  the  unthinking  mind  under  the  fem- 
blance  of  truth ;  and  even  men  of  reflexion,  who 
have  formed  a  juft  conception  of  its  nature  and  its 
tendency,  are  in  fuch  circumftances  alarmed  with 
apprehenfions  at  the  firft  attempts  for  its  correc- 
tion. However,  as  the  confequences  of  error,  in 
proportion  to  its  magnitude  and  extent  of  t)pera-. 
tion,  are  manifcftly  evil,  and  as  conftitutional  er- 
T<H's  may  therefore  be  fuppofed  to  be  unavoidably 
produftive  of  national  calamity,  it  is  furely  more 
prudent,  in  the  proper  feafon,  to  fubmit  to  the  per- 
haps imaginary  inconveniencies  of  a  reformation, 
than  to  fufpend  our  exertions,  until  we  are  obliged 
to  encounter  thofe  accumulated  miferies,  which 
an  obftinate  perfeverance,  in  an  acknowledged 
courfe  of  error,  muft  derive  upon  both  prince  and 
people. 

The  prevalence  of  evil  in  the  prefent  hour 
proves  the  prevalence  of  error  ^  and  it  does  not 
require  any  extraordinary  degree  of  fagacity  in  the 
politician  and  philofopher  to  difcover,  that  the 
primary  error,  and  the  fruitful  fource  of  the  many 
evils  which  we  feel,  confifts  in  a  departure  from 
fundamental  principles,  in  the  prefent  conftitution 
of  the  Commons'  Houfe  of  Parliament :  in^  con- 

[D  4]  fcqucnce 
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(equence  of  which,  it  is  no  longer  obedient  to  the 
will,  or  fpeaks  the  language  of  the  great  conlli* 
tuent  body  of  the  people. 

Every  application,  therefore,  for  the  redrefs  of 
the  prefent  grievances  of  the  nation,  th^t  (hall  b^ 
made  to  a  body  of  men,  no  longer  under  the  in^ 
fluence  of  their  conftifuents,  but  on  the  contrary 
uniformly  acting  in  fubferviency  to  the  views  and 
interefts  of  the  crown,  muft  of  neteffity  be  unfuc* 
cefsful  I  and,  from  the  natural  effedt  of  difappoint* 
ment  upon  the  human  mind,  will  probably  impair 
the  vigoyr  of  every  future  exertion* 

Application  to  the  crown  to  fufpend  the  exer- 
tion of  its  influence^  or  to  repair  the  breaches  made 
in  that  part  of  the  conft>tution,  which  was  in- 
tended to  be  the  bulwark  of  the  people  againft  its 
encroachments,  pre-fuppofes  fuch  an  ignorance  of 
the  principles,  which,  in  certain  circumftances, 
are  found  invariably  to  actuate  the  human  heart, 
that  one  would  be  led  to  im^ine  the  ufe  of  argu- 
ment would  be  fuperfeded  by  the  obvious  abfur- 
dity  of  the  expedient. 

The  event  of  the  experiment,  frequently  repeat- 
ed, has  confirmed  the  conclufion  which  right  rea^ 
Ton  would  have  fuggei^ed  -,  and  it  now  ftands  a 

truth. 
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truth,  recorded  for  the  benefit  of  every  future  ge^ 
neration,  that  when  the  point  in  queftion  is  a  re- 
drefs  of  grievances,  originating  in  oppreffion,  or 
a  reftitution  of  the  rights  and  privileges  of  the 
people,  millions  fue  in  vain. 

To  what  earthly  tribunal  therefore  (hail  an  in- 
jured people  have  refort  in  this  alarming  moment,^ 
when  a  defper^te  fad  ion,  in  the  midft  of  public 
calamity  and  diftrefs,  has  manifefted  a  determined 
purpofe  of  perfevering  in  a  line  of  condud,  which, 
if  periifted  in,  mud  inevitably  end  in  the  fubver- 
fion  of  our  liberties,  and  the  defolation  of  our 
l^ate  ?  The  fun  of  England's  glpry  perhaps  foon 
may  fet  to  rife  ijio  more ! 

One  hope  ft  ill  remains  in  the  native  energy  of 
the  great  coU^ftiVe  body  of  the  people,  the  native 
eneigy  of  a  rac^  of  men,  who  have  always  flood 
diilinguiihed  in  thejuin^ls  of  nations  for  every  li- 
beral fentiment,  and  every  generous  principle  that 
can  dignify  our  kind. 

The  peaceful  effortis  of  this  mighty  power,  add- 
ing by  committees  freely  chofen,  are  fufficient, 
under  the  providence  of  Heaven,  to  re-eftabliQi 
the  conftitution  in  its  ancient  vigour.  The  public 
ilate  of  affairs  requires  this  exertion  ^  the  public 

voice 
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voice  at  length  appears  difpofed  to  bear  its  cefti* 
tnony  to  this  impc»rtant  truth,  viz. 

l%at  the  rejioratim  of  the  Commons*  Houfe  of  Par^ 
Hament  to  freedom  and  independency  ^  by  interpofition 
of  the  great  colle£live  body  of  the  nation^  is  ejj'entially 
neceffary  to  our  exiftence  as  a  free  people. 

* 

The'circumilances  of  the  times,  and  the  pe- 
culiar nature  of  the  means,  which  muil  be  exa^ 
ployed  for  effeftiiig  our  deliverance,  require,  that 
the  propofed  plan  be  exhibited  conf\{^te  in  all  its 
eflential  forms ;  and  that  its  various  parts,  being 
combined  in  ftridt  and  neceflary  union  with  each 
other,  be  eflablifhed  at  one  and  the  fame  monienc 
of  time. 

When  we  caft  our  eyes  upon  the  condu£t  Kd  the 
prefent  Commons'  Houfe  of  Parliament ;  when 
we  behold  a  majority  of  its  members,  in  de^- 
fiance  of  our  petitions,  and  their  pwi>  iblemn  de^ 
claration,  perfifl  in  encreaiing  the  burdens  of  the 
people,  and  in  a  ftedfaft  purpofe  of  oppofing  every 
meafure  of  redref^,  defponding  appreheiiiions  may 
for  a  txmt  take  place  in  the  minds  of  the  beft  and 
braved  of  our  countrymen.  Refiedion,  however, 
will  difclofe  a  more  pleafing  profped  ariiing  from 
the  very  exci^mity  of  our  diilrefs ;  more  v^orods 

counfelS} 
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counfels,  and  an  happy  unanimity  will  be  the  un* 
avoidable  refult ;  the  alarm  of  the  nobility  for  the 
yery  exiftence  of  their  prefent  fplendid  diflinftions 
will  co-operate  with  the  poignant  feelings  of  the 
people ;  and  every  rank  and  defcription  of  men 
will  feel  the  propriety,  the  neceflity  of  ^ftablifti- 
ingthat  plan  of  parliamentary  reformation,  which 
hold  forth  our  beft,  and  indeed  our  only  fecu- 
rity,  againft  the  all-devouring  influence  of  the 
crown. 

Political  truth,  like  the  moral  feelings  of  the 
foul,  is  plfiin  and  fimple ;  it  recommends  itfelf 
powerfully  to  the  general  fentiment :  and,  when 
unveiled  in  its  intrinfic  purity,  will  aiTuredly  call 
forth  the  animated  exertion  of  millions  in  its 
lupport. 

An  equal  reprefentation  of  the  people  in  die 
great  council  of  the  nation,  annual  eledions,  and 
|he  univerfal  right  of  fuffrage,  appear  fo  reafon- 
able  to  the  natural  feelings  of  mankind,  that  no 
fophiftry  can  elude  the  force  of  the  arguments 
which  are  urged  in  their  favour ;  and  they  arc 
Tights  of  fo  tranfcendent  a  nature,  that,  in  oppoii« 
tion  to  the  claim  of  the  people  to  their  enjoyment, 
the  longeil  period  of  prefcription  is  pleaded  in 
^n.    They  were  fubftantially  enjoyed   in  the 

times 
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times  of  the  immortal  Alfred ;  they  were  che- 
rifhed  by  the  wifeft  princes  of  tlie  Norman  line ; 
they  form  the  grand  palladium  of  our  nation  ; 
they  ought  not  to  be  efteemed  the  grant  of  Royal ' 
favour,  nor  were  they  at  firft  extorted  by  violence 
from  the  hand  of  power :  they  are  the  birthright 
of  Englilhmen,  their  beft  inheritknce,  which, 
without  the  complicated  crimes  of  treafon  to  their 
country,  and  injuftice  to  their  pofterity,  they  can- 
not alienate  or  refign ;  they  form  that  triple  cord 
of  ftrength,  which  alone  can  be  relied  on  to  hold, 
in  times  of  tempeft,  the  veffel  of  the  flate. 

With  refpedl  to  the  expediency  of  reforming 
the  reprefentation  of  that  country,  and  of  recurring 
to  the  conftitutional  praftice  of  annually  elefting 
the  perfons  fent  to  parliament,  the  Sub-cotnmitteie 
obferve, 

Th'\t  the  General  Meeting  of  the  deputies,  oa 
the  17th  of  March,  decided,  in  the  affirmative;, 
upon  the  propriety  of  thefe  meafures,  with  una-* 
nimous  voice;  that  the  committee  from  which 
this  boJy  received  its  inftruftions,  have,  with 
iimilar  unanimity,  given  their  fuffrages  to  the 
fame  fentiment ;  and  that  the  General  Meeting 
of  the  inhabitants  of  Weftminftcr  upon  the  6tH 
of  April  declared,  *«  That  the  people  of  England 

havc;^ 
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have,  and  always  had,  a  clear,  unalienable,  iiide- 
eafible  right  to  an  annual  eleftion  of  their  rcpre* 
ientatives,  as  well  as  to  an  adequate  and  equal  re- 
prefentation,  founded  upon  flronger  grounds  than 
that  of  any  aft  or  ads  of  parliament ;  and  that 
the  attainment  of  thefe  important  conftitutional 
objeds  is  the  moft  eiFedlual  expedient  for  reftoring 
and  fecuring  the  independency  of  parliament." 

With  regard  to  the  reftitution  of  the  univerfal 
right  of  fuifrage  the  Sub-committee  conceive,  that 
the  reafonablenefs  and  expediency  of  the  meafure 
will  probably  be  more  apparent,  if  the  full  extent 
and  magnitude  of  thofe  powers  be  confidered, 
which  are  cntrufted  to  the  rcprefentative  by  the 
conflituent  body. 

The  doArine  that  reprefentation  and  taxation 
are  infeparable,  is  founded  in  truth ;  but  the  un- 
due preference  that  has  been  afforded  to  the  ri^s 
of  property,  iti  various  difcuffions  of  this  fubjedt, 
has  tended  to  keep  out  of  fight  other  principles, 
equally  effential  to  a  juft  conception  of  this 
queflion. 

A  portion  of  the  foil,  a  portion  of  its  produce, 
c^ay  be  wanting  to  many  \  bu(  every  man  has  aa 
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intereft  In  his  life^  bis  liberty,  his  kindred,  and  his 
country ;  and  when  laws  affedting  thefe  are  made 
by  perfons,  to  whom  he  hath  not  delegated  the 
powerj  each  of  thefe  poflfidEons,  which  are  as  fub- 
fiatitial,  as  if,  like  land  or  money,  they  were  ob* 
jeds  of  the  fenfes>  may  be  invaded,  and  probably 
would  be  invaded  by  thofe,  who,  being  pofiefled 
of  property,  the  grand  enchantrefs  of  the  world, 
would  thereby  be  enabled  more  fuccefsfully  to 
gratify  that  luft  of  defpotic  power,  which  fo  ftrong- 
ly  chara(fberxfes  the  human  heart. 

The  exercife  of  the  poor  man's  elcftive  right  is 
therefore  eflentiai  to  his  freedom  ;  and  although, 
in  ordinary  cafes,  he  may  fometimes  difpofe  of  his 
fuf&age  without  a  proper  regard  to  its  importance^ 
yet,  when  public  calamity  demonflrates  that  pub- 
lic confidence  has  been  abufed,  the  opportunity 
of  refitifying  the  evil  by  a  more  judicious  delega* 
tion  will  probably  not  be  negleded.  Common-^ 
fenfe  will  inftruft  him  that  his  own  free  and  unbi-* 
afied  voice,  united  with  the  voices  of  that  numcr 
rous  clafs  of  fellow  citizens,  who  are  bis  fellow 
fufFerers,  at  fuch  a  period,  will  prevail  over  the  in- 
terefted  oppofition  of  the  tyrants  of  their  fpecies, 
and  finally  eilabli(h  the  real  friends  of  humanity 
and  of  their  country  in  the  feat  of  power. 

It 
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It  may  alfo  be  obferved,  that  no  confideration 
would  have  a  ftronger  tendency  to  generate  pros- 
per fentiments  of  affedion  to  the  communityy  and 
more  eiFedtually  recall  the  minds  of  the  rifing  ge« 
neration  froma  courfe  of  difiipation  and  attachmear 
to  unworthy  gratifications,  than  the'  perceptioii* 
of  that  (hare  of  political  confequence,  which  die 
reftitution  of  the  univerfal  right  of  fuffn^e  would 
afford. 

At  a  certain  age  all  the  male  inhabitants  of  this 
kingdom,  with  a  few  exceptions,  are  fubje&  to 
the  obligation  of  ferving  in  the  Militia.  Shall  a 
man  therefore  be  thought  unworthy  of  a  fufirage 
in  the  eledion  of  his  reprefentative,  and  at  the 
fame  time  (hall  his  fellow  cidzens  intruil  to  his 
fidelity  and  courage  whatever  they  hold  dear  ?  Is 
it  reafonable  to  deny  to  a  citizen,  when  he  has  at- 
tained tomaturity  in  his  mental  capacity^  the  com- 
mon privilege  of  a  freeman,  the  right  of  being  go* 
verned  by  laws,  to  which  the  affcnt  of  himfelf  or 
his  reprefentadve  has  been  obtained,  and  at  the 
fame  time  to  avail  ourfelves  of  his  bodily  ftrength  P 
Is  it  generous,  is  it  polidc,  to  treat  him  as  an 
alien  in  the  community,  at  the  moment  he  may  be 
ornamenting  it  by  the  powers  of  his  underfbmd* 
ing,  or  defending  it  by  his  arms  ? 

Urged 
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Urged  by  the  force  of  thefe  refleftiofts,  yoiir 
Sub-committee  have  conlidered  the  points  pro-^* 
pofed  to  th^ir  deliberation  in  their  full  extent* 
They  have  examined  the  voluminous  fyftem  of 
laws  relating  to  the  fubjed  of  parliamentary  elec* 
tions,  and  find  themfelves  under  a  neceflity  of 
pronouncing  the?  far  gieater  part  of  them  to  be 
founded  upon  partial. conceptions,  unjuft  rcflnric-* 
tions,  and  ^alfe  meafures  of  expediency,  which 
will  not  ftand  the  teft  when  contrafted  by  the  ac- 
knowledged principles  of  the  conflitution  of  this 
country. 

More  particularly,  it  appears  to  your  Sub-com- 
mittee, 

1 .  That  through  the  joint  operation  of  the  fla- 
tute  of  disfranchifement,  pafied  in  the  eighth  year 
of  the  reign  of  Henry  VI.  and  the  triennial  bill 
of  the  iixch  of  William  and  Mary,  which  at- 
tempted to  give  the  firil  legal  fandbion  to  the  con- 
tinuance of  the  fame  parliament  beyond  the  period 
of  a  (ingle  feflfon,  the  reprefentation  of  the  Com- 
mons of  England  is  virtually  annihilated ;  andjan 
inilitution,  which  was  intended  to  be  the  peo- 
ple's defence  againft  ariftocratic  domination,  or 
regal  d^potifm,  is  now  become  an  engine  in  the 
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hands  of  t4ie  minifteri  to  tax,  dpprefs,  infult,and 
enllave  the  people  of  this  country. 

2.  That  the  pirefent  inequality  in  the  reprefen- 
tation,  in  a  great  meafure  originates  in  an  arbitrary 
exercife  of  the  royal  prerogative^  whereby,  in  op- 
pofition  to  the  cleared  principles  of  the  conftitu- 
tion,  the  crown  prefumed  to  authorize,  at  pleafure^ 
certain  incc»porated  bodies  to  fend  members  to  the 
Commons*  Houfe  of  Parliament ;  the  unfufpeft- 
ing  people  of  this  country  at  the  fame  time  not  at- 
tending to  the  inequality,  that  from  thence  mufl 
heceilarily  take  placd  in  the  ireprefentatioh,  to  the 
fubftantial  injury  of  themfclves,  and  every  fucceed* 
ing  generation. 

That  in  confeqiience  of  th6  decay  of  many  of 
the{e  corporations,  and  through  the  partiality  of 
the  crown  in  various  periods  of  our  hrftory  to  its 
own  tenants  and  dependants,  there  is  at  this  time 
a  degree  of  reprefentation  enjoyed  by  many  bo- 
roughs of  this  kingdom,  far  exceeding  the  bounds 
of  due  proportion,  and  too  dangerous  to  the  pub- 
.lic  freedom  to  be  longer  endured« 

3.  That  more  than  feventy  afts  of  parliament 
iiavd  been  paiTed  fmce  the  firft  invafion  of  the  li- 
berties of  EngUflimen  in  the  reign  of  Henry  VI. 

Vol.  IIL  [E]  for 
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IL  That  the  divifion  of  the  county  into  dif- 
trids  be  conilituted  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  each 
diftridt  contain  nearly  an  equal  number  of  males 
competent  to  vot©  in  eleftions  s  regard  being  had, 
as  much  as  may  be,  to  the  parochial  divifions  of 
the  kingdom,  fo  that  each  divifion  comprehend  a 
certain  number  of  pari(hes  :  and  moreover,  that 
each  diflrift  receive  its  denomination  from  the 
parifh  containing  the  greateft  number  of  ele&ors« 

III.  That  the  cl<?6lion  of  reprefentatives  to  fervq 
in  Parliament  be  held  annually  through  England 
and  Wales,  upon  the  firfl:  Tuefday  in  July :  that 
the  election  commence  between  the  hours  of  eight 
and  eleven,  and  be  finally  clofed  before  fvm-fet  of 
the  fame  day. 

IV.  That  all  the  male  inhabitants  of  this  coun« 
try  (aliens,  minors,  criminals,  and  infane  perfons 
excepted)  be  admitted  to  vote  at  the  eleftbn  of 
reprefentatives,  fubjeft  only  to  the  forms,  provi- 
lions,  and  regulations  fpecified  in  this  report. 

V.  That  the  number  of  reprefentatives,  re- 
turned  by  the  inhabitants  of  each  county  of  Eng- 
land  and  Wales,  be  fettled  for  the  term  of  feveiji 
years  next  enfuing,  according  to  the  following 
Tcbedule,  viz. 

That 
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That  the  county  of  Rutland,  and  the  two 
univerfitics,  return  each  two  reprefcn- 
tatives,  —  — , '  —    ^.^  ^ 

The  counties  of  Huntingdon  and  Weft- 

moneland,  each  three,  —  —  3 —  6 
The  county  of  Bedford  five,  —  —  5 —  5 
]8erkfhire,    Cumberland,  Herefordfliire, 

each  fix,  •—  — •  p-^    6-*i8 

Bucks,  Cambridgefliire  with  Ely,  Hcrt- 
fordftiire,    Dorfet,    Npttinghamftiire, 
Oxfordlhirc,  each  feven,      -•        —    7— -42 
Leicefterihire  — «  .—  ^^  -8—  8 

Suffex,  Warwickfhire,    Worcefterfliire, 

each  nine,  — -  •^-  «-»-    Q""*'^? 

Chefhire,  Cornwall,  Derbyfliire,  North- 
amptonftiire,  Salop,  Stafibrdfhire,  each 
ten,  —.  —  _  10—60 

Hamplhire,  Wilts,  each  eleven,  —  1 1—22 

Gloucefterfhire  thirteen,         —         — .  13— -13 
EflTex,  Surrey  with  Southwark,[each  fix- 
teen,  — r  —  —  16—32 
Lincoln(hire  ieventeen,          —  —  17—17 
Kent,   Lancafhire,    Somer&t,    Sufiblk, 

each  eighteen,  — •  —  — .  1 8— -72 
Durham    biihopric  with    Northumber* 

land,  DcvcMi,  each  twenty-one,  —  ai — ^42 
Norfolk  twenty-two,  —  —  22-?— 22 

Wales  with  Monmouth,  thirty,  —  30—30 

Middlefe^c 
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Middlefex  with  London  and  Weftmin- 

ftcr,  forty.five,         —         —        —  45—45 
yorkfhire  forty-fix,  —  —  46 — 46 


Total    513 


VI .  That  an  exad  roll  be  kept  of  the  male 
inhabitants  competent  to  vote  in  each  parifti,  con- 
tinued down  to  the  firft  Tuefday  in  June  j  and 
riiat  no  perfon  be  permitted  to  give  his  fuffrage, 
whofe  name  is  not  found  in  that  roll.  That  this 
roll  be  delivered  in  upon  oath  of  the  clergyman, 
churchwardens,  or  other  officers  of  the  parifh, 
to  the  churchwardens  of  that  parifh  of  the  dif- 
trift  where  the  poll  is  taken, 

VII.  That  the  (herifF,  together  with  all  the 
juftices  of  the  peace^  mayor,  aldermen,  and  ma- 
gidrates,  form  in  each  county  a  grand  inquefl, 
for  allotting  the  diftridts  in  due  proportioi^  to  the 
male  inhabitants  ccnnpetent  to  vote^  and  for  tie- 
nominating  the  fame  :  and  that  fuch  inquefl  be 
finally  fettled,  and  notice  of  the  allotment  given 
to  each  parifh  comprehended  in  the  diflridt,  with- 
in the  term  of  ten  days  after  the  firft  Tue^ay  in 
June. 

VIII.  That 
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VII],  That  the  ele&ion  of  the  reprefentatives 
of  the  people  be  made  at  the  principal  town  or 
village  of  the  diftrift. 

IX.  That  the  poll  of  each  diftrift  be  taken  by 
ballot,  under  the  condudb  of  the  churchwardens 
of  the  parifh  in  the  diftridt  where  the  ele&ion  is 
made. 

X.  The  churchwardens  of  the  diftri^,  at  the 
clofe  of  the  poll,  (hall  declare  the  name  of  the 
perfon  elefted,  and  certify  the  fame  to  the  (heriif, 
in  order  to  its  being  tranfmitted  to  the  clerk  of 
the  crown  in  Chancery. 

XI.  That  the  annual  feilions  of  Parliament 
fliall  comhience  upon  the  firft  Thurfilay  in  No- 
vember, unlefs  fome  extraordinary  event,  or  ur* 
gent  national  bufinefs,  (hould  make  it  indifput-^ 
ably  requifite  for  the  crown  to  afTemble  it  before 
the  Hated  period. 

XII.  That  the  feflion  terminate  upon  the  laft 
day  of  April,  unlefs  the  national  buiinefs  (hould 
be  fooner  difpatched;  the  crown,  neverthelefe, 
having  power  to  prolong  the  feflion  beyond  the 
ftated  period,  if  any  urgent  buiinefs  remain  un- 

finifhed; 
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Imiflied  i  in  which  oUe,  the  Pkriuiment  may  con- 
tinue its  fitting  to  the  firft  Tuefday  in  July. 

XIIL  That  all  the  Members  of  the  Commons* 
HoiCfe  cf  Parliament,  befiire  taking  their  feats, 
declare  upon  oath.  That  they  do  not  hold  any  of- 
fice or  emolument  at  the  will  of  the  crown,  or  itd 
fervants,  or  any  lord  of  parliament ;  that  they  will 
^ve  due  attendance  to  bufinefs,  and  a&  with  all 
tbitlky  to  the  people  in  the  difchai^.of  their  im- 
ttuSL 


'  XIV.  T&at  all  tnembers  ferving  in  Biffliaittnc 
he  intided  to  reasonable  wages,  according  to  th«^ 

wholeibme  practice  of  ancient  times. 

•  •  • 

*  XV.  That  all  eledion  cau&s  be  finally  decided 
by  jury  be^xe  die  Judges  of  Affize. 

XVL  That  every  perfon  competent  to  give  his 
fufirage  as  an  eledfcor,  be  alfo  eileemed  qualified 
to  be  eledted  to  ferve  his  country  in  Parliament. 

t.  MIAND  MOLLIS,  Chairmsib 
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